
Stacks on the Tracks demo follow-up 
 
Re: NoMethodError at the end of the demo 
 
What happened: 
The application choked when I added the following code to the projects/list view: 
 
<%= project.teacher.name %> 
 
The reason: 
A silly one…if you remember, I created the database tables as distinct entities then 
tied them together using has_many in the Teacher model and belongs_to in the 
Project model. 
 
That worked fine. But when I pulled up the projects/edit screen to show how the 
teacher we added (me) now appeared as a select option, I neglected to save it to the 
database, so when I added <%= project.teacher.name %> to projects/list, it 
attempted to find the teacher’s name using the teacher_id value in 
projects.teacher_id, which happened to be NULL. So it choked on the NULL value in 
the teacher_id column in the projects table. And so it goes. 
 
Thanks again. 
 
Chris Stearns 
AU Libraries 
stearcs@auburn.edu 
334.844.1747 
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