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AN ENTERTAINING YEAR

The Nique takes a restrospective look at the
best music albums and video games of 2006.
Check out what made the cut. Page 20

HOCKEY PUCKS BATTLE FOR CUP

Tech’s hockey team played for the Thrasher Cup
in Savannah this past weekend, but ended up
losing to Georgia 1-0 in a tight game. Page 34

How do textbook prices

STACK
UP?

By Ethan Trewhitt / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

By Aileen Li
Staﬀ Writer

During the ﬁrst few weeks
of every term, bookstores stock
up and hire extra staﬀ for the
back-to-school rush while parents
and students ﬁnd new ﬁnancial woes
in the guise of textbook purchases.
Who can blame them? The average
student today spends anywhere between 300
and 500 dollars every semester on textbooks;
some spend as much as 700 dollars per term.
“I spend about 500 to 600 dollars on books a
semester,” said Angela Gill, a fourth-year Biomedical
Engineering major.
To students, buying expensive textbooks that they will
only be able to use for one semester is a wasteful nightmare,
but to authors and publishers, the sale of such textbooks is
an equally trying experience.
“Textbooks are produced for a very small market compared
to best-selling novels, but the development cost is the same or
more. Having been through two development cycles for textbooks,
I can tell you that publishers put a huge amount of labor into each
book, and sometimes sell as few as 500 copies,” said David Smith, a
Computer Science professor.
“From the business standpoint, 75 dollars is a small price [for a book].
I know it doesn’t seem that way to the students, but this is the real business
world,” Smith said.
Roughly two or three months before the start of the next term, professors select
and order the books for their courses through the Barnes and Noble in Tech Square
and Engineer’s Bookstore.
Barnes and Noble provides a list of required textbooks for most Tech classes on its
website a month before the semester begins.
How are textbooks selected or new editions chosen?
“The [Biology department] has a committee that periodically reviews all aspects of introductory biology (1510, 1511, 1520, 1521), including the textbook and the curriculum. We did this

three years ago and are doing it again
this year,” said Joseph Montoya, a
Biology professor.
At Tech, students typically shop
for their textbooks at either Engineer’s
Bookstore or the Barnes and Noble in
Tech Square.
Although most syllabi are not given to
students until the ﬁrst week of school, students
try to get to the limited supply of used textbooks
by buying books weeks beforehand.
While the prices for new books are the same
at Barnes and Noble and Engineer’s, the latter has
often proven to be a better bookstore for students
looking for a bargain.
“[Engineer’s] has more suppliers of both new
and used books, so we’re able to oﬀer students more
and cheaper used books,” said Gary Gaines, textbook
manager at Engineer’s. “The bookstore has been on this
campus since 1954, so we have a very long relationship
with this school.”
Both bookstores also sell older editions of textbooks at half
the price of the newest editions. However, most students still
purchase the newest edition if it is required by the professor.
“I buy the edition asked for by the professor,” said Thomson
Bender, a second-year Industrial and Systems Engineering major.
“I also try to buy them used at Barnes & Noble,” Bender said.
When it comes to getting an older edition of a textbook for a lower
price, many professors think it is acceptable as long as the content is not
too diﬀerent. In that case, students are advised to check WebCT for the
course syllabus as soon as possible so they can determine which edition of
a textbook they should get.
“In most cases, the older edition is ﬁne. However,
See Books, page 13

12 • Friday, January 19, 2007 • Technique

FOCUS

FOCUS

Books

from page 11

students are responsible for mapping
our reading assignments onto the
older text. The only issue is when the
coverage or content diﬀers between
editions, which doesn’t happen all
that often,” Montoya said.
For students looking for more
places to shop for cheap textbooks,
the internet is often a good resource,
with online vendors such as www.
amazon.com, www.cheapbooks.
com and www.half.com.
For example, Barnes and Noble
sells the new Campbell textbook,
required for Biology 1510 and 1520,
for about 144 dollars and used versions for 108 dollars. Amazon sells
the used book for 80 dollars and also
sells a used older edition of the book
for 14 dollars.
“If the books are pricey, I’ll buy
them on www.half.com and look for
reputable sellers with good prices,”
said Wei Feng Ho, a second-year
International Aﬀairs major.
“I get relatively cheap books from
www.half.com and used ones from
Engineer’s Bookstore, [which] saves
[me] from 30 to 40 dollars per book,”
Gill said.
However,
problems
can arise

with purchasing textbooks online.
For instance, used books often do
not come with the access codes for
supplemental materials required for
a course. These access codes would
only be available in a new book.
Tech’s two introductory physics courses require access codes to
Mastering Physics, a homework
assignment website. The access code
alone costs 44 dollars, which is more
expensive than a new book.
“I have experience with what
professors want, especially with
the access code situation. I don’t
sell, for example, the introductory
physics book without an access code,”
Gaines said.
According to some, students who
wish to save money should ﬁrst ask
around to see if they can borrow
required textbooks from friends.
“Try to borrow or trade books
ﬁrst. If that doesn’t work, then buy
them online via eBay or Amazon,”
said Satoshi Kawasaki, a second-year
Aerospace Engineering major.
To compare prices between different bookstores and sources, check
out www.bestwebbuys.com, an
online book shopping comparison
site for college students.

By Carlos
Carrera / STU DENT PUBLICATIONS
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Alumna hosts science show
was also awarded with a Graduate
Assistance in Areas of National
Need Fellowship in the area of drug
Tech graduates have included discovery.
presidents, golfers, CEO’s, artAzizi is continuing her research
ists and of course, scientists and on protein switches as a postdoctoral
engineers, but this winter, a Tech research associate at Tech while also
alumna is embarking on a new career lecturing in general chemistry.
ﬁeld—public television.
The pilot episode of Science
Bahareh Azizi, who earned her Investigators was broadcast last
doctorate at Tech with a major in Bio- Wednesday, Jan. 10.
chemistry and a minor in Biomedical
The viewers had the option of
Engineering, will be hosting the new watching the show online at www.
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) pbs.org/science with extra footage.
show Science Investigators.
Viewers are being asked to vote for
This show promises to take its one of the three contending pilots
viewers on an hour-long odyssey to being aired this month in order to
uncover various scientiﬁc enigmas. determine which show will be the
The program is among three debut new face of science shows on PBS.
television shows that PBS will air
Azizi said that it’s the hosts’
nationally this
scientiﬁc backmonth in order
grounds and the
“Tech prepares you
to ﬁnd its new hit
investigative nascience show.
ture of “Science
so much for the real
A distinctive
Investigators”
world. It taught me
feature of Scithat sets the
ence Investigaprogram apart
discipline and to
tors is that it is
from the comwork as hard as I
anchored by four
petition.
young, energetic
She emphacan.”
and inquisitive
sized that the
scientists instead
use of real sciBahareh Azizi
of actors. Azizi
entists instead
Alumna
will be one of
of actors to host
this elite group
the show makes
of nationally acclaimed scientists it more interesting, dynamic and
and researchers.
educational.
A native of Houston, Texas, Azizi
In her ﬁrst segment, Azizi and
graduated from Michigan State co-host astrophysicist Kevin Hand
University with a bachelor’s degree scrutinized why a certain species of
in Biochemistry and Biotechnology. frogs disappeared from Long Island,
Following her undergraduate career, N.Y. and how it may be important
Bahareh served as a research assistant for people.
in the department of Biology at the
“[It] is a very serious issue because
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, any changes in the environment, even
before beginning her graduate stud- small changes, [the frogs] can detect.
ies at Tech.
And if we have a dying oﬀ of certain
The focus of her graduate thesis types of species, that means there’s
was the development of molecular something in our environment that’s
protein switches for applications in aﬀecting us, but we may not be able
gene therapy and drug discovery. to feel it yet,” Azizi said.
During graduate school, Bahareh
When asked how she ended up
By Dhruv Godara
Contributing Writer

Photo courtesy of ICPA

Alumna Bahareh Azizi is hosting
a new science show for PBS.

on television, Azizi said she was
looking for faculty positions on a
science career website when she saw
a posting looking for someone to
host the show. She applied for the
job without expecting much but was
amazed when producers asked her
to send in a photograph and a tape
for PBS review. Following this, Azizi
was ﬂown into Oregon where she
was asked to interview a scientist for
the television show. Impressed with
Azizi’s skills and conﬁdence, the
broadcasters oﬀered her a position
as Science Investigators host.
Azizi said that the ﬁlming of the
pilot was an exhilarating experience
that took six days to shoot.
“It’s been so much fun. Those
days went by so fast, it’s incredible,”
Azizi said.
Azizi also spoke about the role
that Tech has played in the shaping
of her career.
“Tech prepares you so much for
the real world. It taught me discipline
and to work as hard as I can. The
toughness of the program gives you
endurance. When you’re ﬁlming 14
hours a day—if I didn’t have experience putting in 14 hours a day in the
lab, I would have had a harder time
at the shoots,” Azizi said.

BIG SPRING 2007

Your Friday lectures
have nothing on us!

HOST
Connect With Tech

RECRUITMENT
STARTS JANUARY

LEADERSHIP SKILLS,
SOCIALS, FREE MEALS
AND MORE WITH CWT!

INFORMATION SESSIONS

Tuesday, January 30, 2007, 11am-12noon
Student Center, Crescent Room

Thursday, February 1, 2007, 11am-12noon
Student Center, Room 319

APPLY ONLINE

http://www.cwt.gatech.edu/hostteam/
http://ww
APPLICATIONS DUE
Tuesday, February 6, 2007 at 11:59pm

Connect With
Tech
They’ve got questions. We’ve got answers.
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SGA reports on progress
By Supriya Ghorpade
Contributing Writer

The beginning of spring semester
is a critical time for the Student
Government Association (SGA) to
formulate new ideas and reevaluate
goals set at the beginning of the
academic year.
Recently, the various committees of the Undergraduate House of
Representatives (UHR), such as the
Academic Aﬀairs Board, Campus
Aﬀairs Board and FreshGA have
been communicating with students
to determine their chief concerns
and priorities.
According to Paul Byrne, undergraduate executive vice president,
the key goal at this point is to “ﬁnd
By Jamie Howell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
out what students want us to work Representatives discuss student affairs at a SGA meeting. SGA is
on this semester.”
currently focused on long-term policy and institutional projects.
Byrne said that it is important to
for the past several months.
form a general consensus on what said.
SGA’s latest plans are concentrat“This is the best group of reps we
needs to be done in the remainder
ed mainly on long-term projects that have had in a long time,” he said.
of the year.
Other major initiatives in the
Once this consensus is reached, will aﬀect thousands of students.
According to Byrne, the student works include creating new academic
SGA will review its goals to see
government is policies and redesigning the dining
how the student
focusing “not hall plans.
body’s priorities
“[SGA is focused
so much [on]
“All of it stemmed from things
have changed
programming that came out of last year,” Byrne
and then revise
on] policy and
the events, but said.
the list.
institutional changes
doing polic y
One of SGA’s greatest successes
“A c t u a l l y,
and institutional this year was planning the Finding
we are in the
that will last the
changes that will Common Ground event, which
process of doing
next ﬁve to 10
last the next ﬁve took place in November. The event
that now,” Byrne
to 10 years.”
featured a speech by Maya Angelou,
said.
years.”
O v e r t h e which was attended by over 4,300
The focus is
past year, SGA people. Small group discussion
now on fundPaul Byrne
has worked to forums on diversity, religion, race,
ing student life
Undergraduate Executive
rewrite the poli- creed and color followed Angelou’s
initiatives such
Vice President
cies of the Joint speech. Consultants analyzed stuas Sting Break.
Finance Com- dent opinions during these sessions
Byrne stressed
the need to ﬁnd newer alternatives mittee (JFC), which determine how and reported them back to SGA,
than just taking thousands of dollars student government allocates funds which is evaluating the feedback.
SGA is always looking for more
directly out of the Student Activi- from the accounts funded by the
mandatory Student Activity Fee.
active participation from campus
ties Fund.
Byrne praised the members of denizens. Students who want to get
“We are going to start hammering
these [goals] through the Executive the Conference Committee that has involved can learn more at www.
committee and the House,” Byrne been working on the revised rules sga.gatech.edu.

MOVE Tutoring reﬂects
on past, recruits for future
trips to the Atlanta Zoo, a dairy
farm, the Georgia Aquarium and
Sci-Trek. TTP’s annual October
Despite Tech’s notoriously ﬁeld trip is Run and Hide, which
heavy workload, students are is held on campus.
“It is an opportunity for the
still ﬁnding time to give back to
their community, most notably kids to trick-or-treat safely on
through MOVE (Mobilizing campus with their tutors,” said
Opportunity for Volunteer Nicole Lindstrom, TTP co-chair
Experience), an umbrella orga- and fourth-year Management
nization that initiates smaller major.
While a large number of volphilanthropy groups.
The tutoring program in unteers already participate in the
diﬀerent proMOV E i s
grams, more
the organiza“[Tutoring] provides
volu nte er s
tion’s oldest
are a lways
component.
the opportunity to
wanted.
It currently
instill the necessary
“We have
consists of
about 200 tuthree promotivation and
tors now and
g r a m s :
knowledge that
we are lookTe c hwo o d
ing to grow,”
Tutorial Prochildren need...”
said Alexis
gram (TTP),
Pardee, vice
Partners in
Toyo Okanlawon
president of
Interactive
TTP Co-Chair
tutoring.
E duc at ion
TTP, PIE
(PIE) a nd
Tech Enriching Atlanta Com- and TEACH oﬀer the opportumunity High schools (TEACH). nity to have a constructive impact
Respectively, these programs on the community beyond the
focus on elementary school aged boundary of Tech.
“It provides the opportunity
children, middle-schoolers and
to instill the necessary motivation
high school students.
For an hour each week, Tech and knowledge that children
students donate their time and need to achieve. Many of the past
knowledge as tutors at Bet- tutors shared this opinion once
hune Elementary, Ben Carson they realized the impact that
Middle School, Grady High their service had in improving
and Southside High to better the individual’s academics and
the Atlanta community. Each more importantly the individual’s
school is conveniently located attitude towards life,” said Toyo
within ﬁve miles of campus and Okanlawon, TTP co-chair and
carpooling is available through fourth-year Chemistry major.
Having an inﬂuence on an
MOVE.
In addition to tutoring, vol- individual’s attitude is just one
unteers in TTP also organize of the aspects of being a mentor
Saturday ﬁeld trips for their stuSee Tutoring, page 18
dents. Past outings have included
By Maria Carter
Contributing Writer

sliver

www.nique.net/sliver

maya rocks my socks
cornhole
bio 1510 is worthless, BOO!
i was referring to the Kathleen that’s hot. are you a hot kathleen? then you’re the one.
The library is the LAST place any of us want to be on Sunday night at 10:13
ESPECIALLY not with...
I miss my REAL friends...college sucks
who’ll SERG the strongest at Atlanta Half?
J board is a joke
go waste your time somewhere else
You a’int fat- you a’int NOTHIN’can i please have your babies?
why is two bits only good every other week?
Dr. Pepper, PLEASE give your daughter the attention she’s been craving
Perhaps a hug will do it.
Anti-dates rock my socks.
A PSA to keep in mind for the coming semester: No one appreciates having to clean up after his/her
roommate(s).
TO HELL WITH GEORGIA
Why do guys think that if you tell the same lie over and over again, it becomes trhe truth?
I fell asleep and dreamed that life was beauty, but I awoke to ﬁnd that it was duty.
Can I be the Sliver Editor?
No.
The best part of the Duke game was the Yellowjackets Band at the end of the game! GT BAND Rox!
Dude...we are soo gangster
GT mail needs to get better spam ﬁlters.
i mean really... 40+ msgs a day of pure spam?
Q is NOT zero for a grill.
Teleport my hairdoo
If you are in this room past 2am next week I will kill you
Wow! That sounds pretty harsh
I’d believe her though
The AA is in the red because Braine urinated on it
Girl: Choking on a beverage by another guy’s computer
Guy: Don’t Spit!
See page 23 for more Slivers!

FOCUS

Life with honors

Technique • Friday, January 19, 2007 • 15

Students of ﬁrst honors class speak out
By Shruti Kumar
Contributing Writer

Photo courtesy of Nicole Leonard

Institute President Wayne Clough speaks with
students Liam Rattray and Daniel Soloway.

Photo courtesy of Nicole Leonard

Tech’s ﬁrst class of honors program students
meet Institute President Wayne Clough.

Tech’s honors program kicked oﬀ last year for the class of 2010
as a new, unproven initiative designed to make the Institute more
attractive to high-achieving students looking for a diﬀerent kind
of college experience. Seasoned with a semester of that experience,
honors students are now speaking out and providing insight about
the program.
Although students were not initially informed about the existence
of an honors program at Tech when they applied the previous fall,
their enthusiasm for the program was almost immediate.
“Honestly, when I got the invitation to be in the honors program,
my thought was ‘why wouldn’t I be in the honors program?’” said
Kim Hill, a ﬁrst-year Mechanical Engineering major.
Honors students are expected to reside in Howell Hall with
other honors students since this interactive community provides a
support group and networking basis for the students. As residents
of Howell Hall, students are able to fully experience life in the
honors program.
“Living in Howell is the same as living in any other dorm, except
it has made me appreciate coed living. There are some truly amazing individuals to be found in Howell and there is never a quiet
moment, despite the widespread misconception that all we do is
study. However, it is true that people may yell derivatives at you as
you pass them in the hallway,” Hill said.
Additional beneﬁts for honors students include introductory
courses that explore inquiry-based learning, a series of topical
seminars that focus upon interdisciplinary approaches to prominent
See Honors, page 16

Photo courtesy of Nicole Leonard

Honors program students show school spirit for their ﬁrst college football game, the season opener against Notre Dame.

Photo courtesy of Nicole Leonard

Greg Nobles, Honors Program Director, speaks to a group of honors students. The program strives to provide bright, motivated undergraduate students with challenging academic courses and opportunities to maintain strong relationships with faculty members. It seeks to create an interactive and engaging learning environment for students.

Tell us how your TAs
are doing!
Make a difference...and possibly WIN an iPod Shuffle!*
Georgia Tech’s Center for the Enhancement of Teaching and Learning (CETL) is conducting a short survey of
undergraduate students about Teaching Assistants (TAs) and would like your opinions. The goal of this survey is to assist faculty and administrators in understanding what impact TAs are having on your educational
experience here at Georgia Tech. To take the survey and register to win, please visit the website below:

www.cetl.gatech.edu/tasurvey
* Note: no participation is necessary to register to win the iPod Shuffle
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world issues and a well-coordinated
advising program to facilitate smooth
transitions for students during their
time at Tech.
Hugh Crawford, a Literature,
Communications and Culture
professor, taught an honors English
1102 course for the ﬁrst time this
past fall.
“When designing [the course], I
tried to build in some ﬂexibility to
be able to take advantage of some
of the opportunities aﬀorded by
the honors program (e.g. that they
generally all live in the same dorm
and can work on group projects
easily),” Crawford said.
As the semester progressed,
Crawford said that “he took less

of a leadership role and more of a
moderator [role].”
Crawford observed that “the
primary diﬀerence [between honors
and non-honors students] was that,
as a group, they tended to be more
willing to take risks—they were
willing to pursue projects that were
open-ended, that had no clear right
or wrong answers.”
“This is an eﬀect of the program
as a whole [since] it encourages students to think outside [of] traditional
categories,” Crawford said.
Students have the same positive
responses about the course selection
oﬀered by the honors program.
“The program is an incredible
opportunity for students seeking
an advanced, alternative approach
to learning. Classes are smaller, usually discussion-based, and focus on a

Photo courtesy of Nicole Leonard

Freshmen students Emily Chambers and Jennifer Duke sample the
spread at the honors program’s Open House held in Howell Hall.

more in-depth analysis of concepts,”
said John Watson, a ﬁrst-year Electrical Engineering major.
Watson said that the honors
courses have helped boost his conﬁdence level when it comes to taking
higher-level, more rigorous courses
in the future.
“My honors Calculus II class
with Dr. Andrew convinced me
to become a math major because I
loved the challenge of the course,”
said Carola Conces, a ﬁrst-year
Math major.
Conces claimed that the teaching assistants oﬀered for the honors
program courses are the best aspect
since a good one can greatly inﬂuence
the overall impression of the course.
Conces also said that her experiences
in the honors program have been
more than extraordinary.
“I have taken amazing classes like
my honors English II class with Dr.
Crawford. We got to make a video
documentary about the Library East
Commons,” she said.
The seminar series oﬀered by
the honors program are also a huge
success.
Hill took seminar courses ranging from the origin of life to games
and cognition.
“Being a part of the honors program has deﬁnitely enhanced my
Tech experience by allowing me to
customize it,” Hill said.
“For the truly revolutionary
thinker, the honors program staﬀ is a
great place to start,” Watson said.
In addition to academics, honors
students take part in a variety of
extracurricular activities.
“The program oﬀers opportunities for students to get involved

Photo courtesy of Nicole Leonard

Students prepare for the honors Chemistry 1310 course. Honors
classes tend to be smaller and more in-depth than regular classes.

around campus and in the community surrounding Tech....These
[experiences] facilitate a sense of
community,” Watson said.
“The honors program is also a
way to meet over a hundred awesome
students,” Conces said.
Commenting on other beneﬁts
of the program, Conces said, “I got
to hear President Clough speak, and
there are many opportunities to meet
faculty members.”
“Guidance given by people in the
honors program oﬃce, Dr. Nobles,
Dr. Halka and Nicole Leonard”
has been “vital to [her success],”
Hill said.
Within the Tech community, being an honors student may be viewed
negatively by others. Honors students
agree that they received a fair amount
of teasing from their peers about the
many honors courses they opted to
take. However, Watson said that his

interactions with other members of
the Tech community did not diﬀer
much from his interactions with his
honors program peers.
“The program is not designed
to segregate students, but rather to
oﬀer additional resources for those
who have demonstrated a desire to
go above and beyond the average,”
Watson said.
“I don’t really notice that someone
is non-honors...and it doesn’t really
play a huge role in my interactions
with other students,” Hil said.
“[It] doesn’t really separate people
into ‘honors’ and ‘non-honors’
groups,” Conces said.
“Everyone I have met at Tech
has their own unique talents and
personalities, and I can learn from
every single student here,” Conces
said.
“At Tech, everyone is an honors
student,” Watson said.
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Students work to rebuild Ninth Ward
By Jenny Zhang
Focus Editor

More than a year after Hurricane
Katrina pounded the Gulf Coast and
images of disaster and devastation
ﬂooded national broadcasts, Tech
students are still doing their part to
help in the relief eﬀorts.
During the ﬁrst week of winter break, 64 students traveled to
Louisiana as part of Project HONOR
(Helping Others in New Orleans
to Rebuild), hosted by the African
American Student Union (AASU)
and National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE).
The students worked in the Ninth
Ward, a neighborhood that suﬀered
some of the hurricane’s worst damage
and has been largely overlooked in
the recent reconstruction of New
Orleans.
The inspiration for the trip
came from fourth-year Electrical
Engineering major Chris Woodard,
who wanted to get a group of students together to go rebuild in New
Orleans because he felt that “we, as
a country, were not doing our job,
especially when our fellow Americans
are needlessly suﬀering.”
The trip quickly gained momentum and support from the AASU
and NSBE and coalesced into Project
HONOR. Arrangements were made
for Tech students to work with the
nonproﬁt organization Association
of Community Organizations for
Reform Now in New Orleans to
help in the hardest hit areas. Fund-

ing was provided by a number of
contributors, including the Student
Foundation, Amtrak, Salvation
Army, Toyota, United Technologies
Corporation and Exxon Mobile.
“It was really amazing to see all
the support we got. I learned that
people can be really selﬂess…willing
to help out in any way they can if they
have the opportunity to do so,” said
James Holder, AASU president and
fourth-year Architecture major.

“The media paints
a picture that
everybody is okay,
but New Orleans is
far from being okay.”
Chris Woodard
Fourth-year EE

A diverse group of students made
the trip down to New Orleans, with
representation from every college at
Tech and a large number of graduate
students. The volunteers worked
roughly eight hours a day gutting
houses that had been devastated by
Katrina — a grueling, labor-intensive
process that involves tearing out
drywall, ripping up carpet, removing
rotting wood and clearing debris; in
other words, stripping a house down
so it can be salvaged and rebuilt.
Splitting up into four diﬀer-

ent teams, the students were able
to add an element of fun to their
work, competing with each other
to see which team could accumulate
the largest trash pile or gut a house
faster. By the end of the week, they
had successfully gutted ﬁve houses
in the Ninth Ward, some of which
had never been opened since the
hurricane hit last August.
According to Holder, the students
were able to save the owners of those
houses anywhere from 3000 to
5000 dollars through their service.
Given that gutting is not covered
by insurance and few people can
aﬀord it in addition to the cost of
rebuilding, the impact of such work
is considerable.
The trip was an eye-opening one
for many of the students who went
on the trip.
“You hear the awful stories about
Katrina and its aftermath, but the
stories paled in comparison to being
there and seeing the substandard
living conditions. After you gut a
house there is nothing on the inside:
no walls, no power, no ﬂoor, no
furniture, no kitchen, no bathroom,
no insulation and often no running
water…and to my surprise people
were living in these houses because
they had nowhere else to go. The
media paints a picture that everybody
is okay, but New Orleans is far from
being okay,” Woodard said.
Holder gave a similar account of
the situation.
See Rebuild, page 18

Photo courtesy of James Holder

A group of 64 students
traveled to New Orleans
during winter break to
help out with Katrina
relief efforts. The students worked in the
Ninth Ward, which suffered massive damage
during the hurricane.
Above, mud and water is all that is left of
what once was a lively
street in the Ninth Ward,
ﬂanked on both sides by
trees and houses. Left,
a student works to gut
a house, which involves
clearing out and stripping a house down so it
can be rebuilt.

Photo courtesy of James Holder
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and volunteers, since many private
construction companies have proven
to be unaﬀordable or fraudulent and
“The storm was one thing, the federal assistance is still forthcomdevastation was one thing, but what ing.
happened after is another. It was
With public interest waning,
disappointing to see the extent of the Project HONOR organizers are
damage that was allowed to happen. stressing the need for more such
This doesn’t look like America —it volunteer work and service.
looks like a Third World country.
“We saw an outpouring of hosNot enough has been done since pitality from the local people, but
[Katrina]…few people have been it was disheartening to know they
able to move back in, schools are weren’t getting the support they
in horrible condition and there are
needed.
still so many
I would enpeople who are
courage any studisplaced.”
dent who hasn’t
“The Ninth Ward is
Accordhad the chance
going to take nothing to go to the Gulf
ing to Holder,
the Ninth
Coast to take
short of a miracle
Ward, which
advantage of an
to regain any sort of
experienced
opportunity like
cata strophic
[Project HONnormalcy. There’s
ﬂooding when
OR] or Alternaliterally nothing
le vee s broke
tive Spring and
along the MissisWinter Break.
there...”
sippi River Gulf
If you just went
Outlet and Inby the news, you
James Holder
dustrial Canal,
wou ld ne ver
AASU President
is especially in
know what’s reneed of help.
ally going on
“The Ninth Ward is going to take down there,” Holder said.
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and tutor. In some cases, the student’s
background may be entirely diﬀerent
from the tutor’s. Pardee encountered
slight culture shock when tutoring a
group of ninth and tenth graders.
“I began by introducing myself
and that I go to Tech. All of the students looked a little confused and I
asked them if they knew much about
Tech…the only boy that spoke up
said that the only college he knew of
was Morehouse,” Pardee said.
“[The] kids may not have stable
home lives that support a child’s
academic work. This is why it is
so valuable that the children have
tutors that they can depend on to
be there for them each week to not
only help them with their school
work but to also be a positive role
model,” Lindstrom said.
There is an immense need for
tutors within the Atlanta community, especially since there is a large
number of children from poorer
families that lack the resources to
support them academically.
According to the National Center
for Education Statistics, 85 percent
of students at Ben Carson Middle
School are eligible for free or reduced
lunches.
Christine Hartzell, one of the
co-chairs of PIE, is a tutor at Carson. Some of her students know
all too well the ﬁrst-hand eﬀects
of poverty.
“I made a deal with one of my
students: if she correctly answered
her math problems, I would paint
her ﬁngernails bright red. As I was
painting her nails, we talked and I
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A Techwood Tutorial Program mentor and mentee enjoy an outing to
the Georgia Aquarium. The program is now recruiting new tutors.

mentioned that I didn’t think that I
would make a very good nail artist.
She responded that she thought I
would be very good at it. This girl’s
family was getting evicted from their
apartment. Who knows when she
last ate and yet she still was able to
compliment me,” Hartzell said.
“[My students] now know that
there is a life diﬀerent from ones
they know, which are largely ﬁlled
with drugs, violence and poverty,”
Hartzell said.
The programs only require a one
hour per week commitment for the
elementary grades and can be even
less in upper level grades.

Volunteers are assigned anywhere
from one individual student to a
handful of students, depending on
grade level and subject preference.
With a wide variety of subjects,
ranging from a spotlight on math
and reading (elementary school) to
AP Calculus, geography and even
piano lessons, there is room for any
kind of academic expertise.
Tutoring orientation begins
Jan.25, which is also the last day
to turn in an application for the
programs.
For an online application and
more information, visit www.move.
gatech.edu/tutor.

