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Construction continues to change face of campus
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Marcus Nanotechnology Building

Ferst Dr. between Atlantic Dr. and State St.
By Corbin Pon
Assistant News Editor

The Marcus Nanotechnology
Building (MNB) will become the
latest addition to Tech’s roster of
buildings once it is ﬁnished. However, it isn’t the only construction
site on campus, as the College of
Management has begun renovating
the plaza at West Peachtree and 5th
Street, and Tech will soon break
ground on the Innovative Learning
Resources Center (ILRC).
Aimed primarily at aiding freshmen and sophomores, the ILRC will
be located adjacent to library, where
the parking lot bordering Skiles
Walkway currently sits.
“We wanted to create a building to serve as the academic home
for freshmen and sophomores,”
said Anderson Smith, senior vice
provost for Undergraduate Studies
and Academic Aﬀairs.
Some of the elements placed
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Innovative Learning Resources Center
Site currently occupied by library parking lot

within the ILRC will be all the freshmen and sophomore science labs,
group meeting rooms for students to
reserve and academic support.
“This will be like a one stop shop
for all academic support services,”
Smith said.
Some of these support
services may include
central advising, advising for students pursuing
paths like pre-med and
pre-law, tutoring, communication support and
undergraduate research
advising.
Although the ILRC
will focus on freshmen
and sophomores, all
students will be able to
use the services provided by the
facility.
It will incorporate the types
of open studying areas found in
the Library East Commons and
breakout rooms, all intended for

Tech announces
drought task force

“There will be at least one student,
and hopefully there will be more
than one student represented on the
In response to the ongoing committee, as really, the students are
drought and the current need to stakeholders in this conservation
reduce water consumption, Insti- eﬀort,” said Anu Parvatiyar, undertute President Wayne Clough has graduate student body president.
C u r r e nt l y
announced that
the task force is
a water conserva“...hopefully there
only concerned
tion task force
with campus
will be formed.
will be more
c onser vat ion
The announcethan one student
measures, not
ment was made
with an Atlanta
last week to the
represented on the
or Georgia-wide
Student Govcommittee.”
effort. While
ernment Assoonly ca mpus
ciation, and the
water-users will
task force will
Anu Parvatiyar
be directly efbe formed in the
Undergraduate Student
fected, any ininear future.
Body President
tiatives taken on
The task force
by campus water
will be headed
by Marcia Kinstler of the Envi- users, including the ten to twelve
ronmental Stewardship Oﬃce and thousand residents in campus houswill be composed of members from ing, will have a large impact on the
multiple campus groups such as Atlanta community as a whole.
Tech is currently the second largFaculty, Housing and the Georgia
Tech Research Institute. The exact est consumer of water in Atlanta,
size and composition of the task
force is unknown.
See Drought, page 2

group usage.
“[It is] a place where you can
just go to between classes, to form
a study group or hold a team project
meeting,” Smith said.
A 500 seat classroom and a 300

1

3

Photo by Blake Israel/STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Acuity Brands Plaza (Tech Square)
Corner of West Peachtree St. & 5th St.

square feet of space, the ILRC is seen
as an extension of the ideas, like active
learning and educational discovery,
used in the redesign of the Library
East and West Commons.
“The East Commons and West
Commons were experiments to try out the
spaces to be used in the
ILRC,” Smith said.
A committee made up
of faculty and students is
forming that will help to
deﬁne the details of the
ILRC’s design.
“We don’t want a
building designed by just
the architects. I want it
designed by students and
faculty. [For instance, the
committee will] inform the architects
of what a four person breakout room
should look like,” Smith said.
A final design team will be
selected by this December, and
ground breaking is planned for
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2
seat classroom will also be housed
in the ILRC. Classrooms this large
do not exist anywhere at Tech and
may possibly serve as locations to
host lecturers and speakers.
At six stories and with 230,000

Spring 2008.
Coming in October 2008,
the new MNB, located between
Atlantic Drive and State Street, is
set to open.
“[The MNB] will be one of the
major focal points for nanotechnology research on campus.... [It] is a
natural outgrowth of what we have
been doing [at the Microelectronics
Research Center (MIRC)],” said
Kevin Martin, associate director of
the MIRC.
Research spaces in the MNB will
not only be open to Tech researchers, but also to other institutions
and companies. The research being
conducted will be driven by the user
and the nanotechnology research
will be multidisciplinary.
“We want to give the researchers
the most freedom possible,” Martin
said.
One of the aims of the new facilSee Buildings, page 5

STUDENTS MAKE BIG IMPACT ON TEAM BUZZ DAY 2007

By Emily Chambers
Senior Staﬀ Writer

Photos by Ben Keyserling/STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Above: TEAM Buzz volunteers assemble on Bobby Dodd Way
next to the stadium. Right: Buzz helps out by trimming shrubs
during the English Avenue Neighborhood Cleanup project.
By Craig Tabita
News Editor

TEAM Buzz held their annual
fall volunteer event, called TEAM
Buzz Day, on Saturday, Oct. 27,
giving hundreds of Tech students
the opportunity to get involved
with a wide variety of volunteer
projects and to give back to the
community.
“We had around 1,200 student
volunteers, and we had 300 alumni
volunteers,” said Jeremy Atcheson,
a third-year Building Construc-

tion major and TEAM Buzz public
relations director.
TEAM Buzz (the TEAM is
short for Tech Enhancing Atlanta
Metropolitan) was started in 1997.
This year, volunteers could take
part in over 30 projects at sites
like the Atlanta Fulton Public
Library, Chastain Park, Cobb
Children’s Theatre and the Grant
Park Conservancy.
Atcheson emphasized the
importance of students donating their time in events such as
TEAM Buzz.

“It’s really important for students to be involved in the community and where they live, and
[projects like TEAM Buzz] also
bring recognition to the school,”
Atcheson said.
The annual event draws sponsorships from companies like
Chick-Fil-A, Coca-Cola, Waﬄe
House and the Tech Alumni Association.
Planning for next year’s TEAM
Buzz Day will begin later this
month. For more information,
visit www.teambuzz.org.
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From the ﬁles of the GTPD...

Technique Online Voice your opinion!
Last issue’s question received 68 responses.

Campus Crime

How is the drought altering your daily routine?
I’m not doing anything, this
will ﬁx itself - 24%

Short showers, plastic bottle in the
toilet tank, you name it - 22%

Student Conduct Code Violation
10/28/2007

Drunkenness

10/28/2007

4:30:00 hrs.

Location: Delta Tau Delta fraternity

I turn off the faucet while I
brush my teeth - 38%
By Kenny Baskett / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

This week’s question:
How do you feel about campus construction?

Tell us at www.nique.net

Drought

from page 1

trailing only to the Gatorade plant
in south Fulton County. Tech uses
roughly 300 to 350 million gallons
of water annually, despite a nearly
25% reduction in water use per
square foot of campus over the past
seven years.
The task force has the immediate goal of reducing water usage on
campus by 10%, focusing on both
operational changes to building
infrastructures as well as longterm sustainability initiatives and

education.
“We don’t have the funds to
rebuild all of campus to update the
water systems, but fortunately all of
the new buildings designed for Tech
follow a very strict set of conservation
guidelines,” Parvatiyar said.
All new buildings collect excess
water in cisterns for re-use, and all
of Tech’s green space is watered with
grey-water.
Grant Field is also now watered
via on-campus water sources. An
underground spring was found under
the ﬁeld, rerouted through Atlanta
storm water management, and now

Incident: Report of an assault/battery, stolen wallet and contents

10/28/2007

Criminal Trespass

10/29/2007

9:00:00 hrs.

00:58:00 hrs.

Incident: Report of a suicide attempt, underage possession of
alcohol and student conduct code
violation
Location: Towers Residence Hall

Incident: Report of underage possession of alcohol, transported by
ambulance to Grady Hospital

Burglary

Location: North Ave. Apartments

10/28/2007

3:25:00 hrs.

10/28/2007

Location: Delta Upsilon fraternity

Incident: Oﬀender arrested for
public intoxication
Location: Caldwell Residence Hall

I’ll worry about it later, I have
a test tomorrow - 16%

4:00:00 hrs.

3:38:00 hrs.

10/30/2007

2:30:00 hrs.

Location: North Ave. Apartments
Incident: Report of a stolen DVD
player, video game console/controllers, headset and movies

Incident: Report of underage
possession of alcohol and student
conduct code violation, was transported to Grady Memorial Hospital

10/30/2007

10/28/2007

Incident: Report of a stolen Xbox
360, video games and controllers

00:52:00 hrs.

Location: Lambda Chi Alpha
fraternity

2:30:00 hrs.

Location: North Ave. Apartments

10/30/2007

2:30:00 hrs.

Incident: Oﬀender arrested for
aggravated assault/battery and
criminal trespass

Incident: Report of underage
possession of alcohol and student conduct code violation, was
transported by ambulance to Grady
Memorial Hospital

Location: North Ave. Apartments

pumps back into the grey-water
sprinkling system for the ﬁeld.
The task force will be working
with Housing and Auxiliary Services, looking at such seemingly
small changes as installing hand
sanitizers in the bathrooms so as to
limit water use.
Common conservation eﬀorts
such as reduced size water tanks in
toilets and the installation of lowﬂow water faucets are also under
consideration. Currently 75% of
hand faucets on campus and 80%
of shower-heads are low-ﬂow.
The buildings on campus not

directly under the control of the
institute, such as Greek houses
and the restaurants in Tech Square
are also encouraged to limit their
water use.
“The city of Atlanta is under a
total watering ban right now, so
aﬃliated properties should also be
limiting their water intake. I can’t
imagine why any property aﬃliated
with campus would not be in line
with the Institute’s goals. Not only
would it be defying the Institute, but
we all need to take part in conservation,” Parvatiyar said.
Despite the seemingly constant

rain last week, Georgia still remains
in a persistent drought. Governor
Perdue resorted to drastic measures
two weeks ago when the State of
Georgia ﬁled a law suit requesting
that the Army Corps of Engineers
reduce the amount of water released
from Lake Lanier to Florida until
March 1. While Lake Lanier is in
no immediate danger of running
completely dry, the water supply is
quickly reaching the low pool point,
which is the point where secondary
piping methods will have to be used
to obtain drinking water for the
Atlanta community.

Location: Moeʼs Southwest Grill/
Tech Square

Incident: Report of a stolen bookbag, oﬃce equipment, jump drive,
surge protector and engineering
textbook
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Undergraduate House of Representatives

Clippings

E

ach week, elected members of the houses of the Student Government
Association (SGA) meet to consider allocation bills and talk about campus
issues. Here are summaries of those meetings.
Graduate Student Senate

GSS passes two
administrative bills
By William Brawley
Contributing Writer

Bills passed

The Graduate Student Senate
conducted a fairly short session
this Tuesday with only two bills on
the agenda. The meeting began in
traditional fashion with the reports
by the Senate’s executive oﬃcers.
President Brock Wester discussed
some important campus issues,
including the drought and campus
safety concerns. With the drought
and the Atlanta water restrictions
in place, Tech has undertaken
some measures to help ease its water
consumption with, for example, the
implementation of water capture
systems on buildings and for air
conditioning condensation, the
use of water wells on campus and
low-water-use toilets.
President Wester also discussed
campus safety initiatives, such as
the cellphone text message alert
system and a system of loudspeakers setup across campus. Wester
also mentioned a new proposal
that would integrate all the door
locks on campus that, in case of an
emergency, could all be locked from
a central location.
Lastly, in the continuing evolu-
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• Changes to Joint Finance Committee policy
• Appointments to Joint Campus
Organization committee

tion of the Tech campus, Wester
also mentioned the proposal for
the addition of a women’s softball
ﬁeld to replace the land currently
occupied by the O’Keefe Building
parking lot.
First up on the agenda was an
amendment to make changes to the
Joint Finance Committee Policy.
The bill would simply revise small
sections of the JFC policy document.
After a very brief discussion, the bill
was passed unanimously.
The second bill discussed was
Joint Appointment of new members
to the Joint Campus Organizations Committee. The JCOC is in
charge of reviewing and overseeing
the charters of all campus student
organizations.
The bill appointed eight new
members to the committee: three
graduate students and ﬁve undergraduate students. The bill passed
with unanimous consent.

sliver

www.nique.net/sliver

foreclosure sale
harsh words
T-Square is down again...arg...
Worst decision ever
booyah
winkler is the cyling champion.
sexy mustard and ...frog.
seeing cute girls in Buzz around campus is the best part of my read.
hey there cute referee
to the losers riding tricyles on halloween in front of ferst: when can
i join in
ARRRRRRRR you free friday night
the new movie is rated ARRRRRRRRRR
to those who refuse to dress up for halloween, stop being so anal
24 hours away from graduation........
pedestrians who complain about bicyclists need to shut up already
I use the sidewalks because they are the quickest route. deal with it.
what a lame halloween. way to go tech.
it’s pretty sad when a dude with a banana suit has the best costume
don’t come to class reeking of cigarette smoke pls. signed, the people
sitting next to you
vint cerf is a hottie.
DON’T MISS THE MOVIE THAT WILL HAVE EVERYONE TALKING!

“A TRULY GREAT
DOCUMENTARY.”
-Larry King, CNN

UHR approves JFC policy changes
By Emily Chambers
Senior Staﬀ Writer

The Undergraduate House of
Representatives meeting was an unusually short 30 minutes this week.
The House was only presented with
four bills, none of which involved any
ﬁnancial allocations and all of which
received minimal discussion.
The meeting began with announcements from the executive
oﬃcers of Student Government. The
announcements included reminders about yesterday’s football game
against Virginia Tech and a request
that House members wear gold. Vice
president of Campus Aﬀairs Stephen
Kump announced that the athletic
committee of SGA will be releasing
a survey on football ticketing in the
future to look for feedback.
UHR secretary Austin Rahm was
absent this meeting so the oﬃcial
business of the evening began with
a request for a replacement secretary.
Once the position was ﬁlled the meeting began with the consideration of
the Joint Resolution to amend Joint
Finance Committee Policy.
The House passed an original
version of the Joint Finance Committee Policy earlier in the year. The
policy was, however, sent back to
the legislative branches of Student
Government after the Student
Advisory Committee found fault
in various procedural explanations
and word choices.
The resolution to amend, which
had previously been passed by the
Graduate Student Senate, dealt with
speciﬁc wording issues pertaining
to the appeals process available
to student organizations that feel
that they were allocated funds in a
biased manner. Speciﬁcally, the word
“might” was changed to the word
“may,” per the recommendation of
the Student Advisory Committee.

By Justin Levine / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Executive vice president Matt Peeples speaks during Tuesday’s meeting of the UHR. The House passed three bills and postponed two.
Bills passed
• Changes to Joint Finance Committee policy
• Appointments to Institute-Wide
Committee (A)
• Appointments of Undergraduate
Elections Chair

Bills postponed
• Appointments to Joint Campus
Organization Committee
• Appointments to Institute-Wide
Committee (B)

The bill passed unanimously.
The second bill brought before
the House was the Appointments to
Institute Wide Committees. Nominations chair Leah McCormick
spoke on the bill, explaining that
she had not received a satisfactory
response to many of the nominees,
and as such could not recommend
them for their positions. The bill
was then split into two, with those

candidates bearing the approval of
the nominations committee now
in bill A, and those without in bill
B. The approved nominations were
passed by unanimous aﬃrmation,
and the unapproved nominations
were postponed until next week.
The fourth bill voted on by the
House was the appointment of
the undergraduate elections chair,
Chirag Arya. Arya was a member
of the elections committee last year
under ex-representative Will Welch,
and was the sole applicant for the
position. The bill was approved by
unanimous aﬃrmation.
The ﬁnal bill brought before the
House was the Joint Appointments
to the Joint Campus Organizations
Committee. Again, nominations
chair McCormick explained that
she had not been in contact with
the nominees, and as such could not
recommend them for their appointments. Despite the Graduate Student
Senate passing the bill earlier in the
day, the House postponed the bill
until next week.

Study Biology in
Valencia, Spain
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Joint INTA/MGT/BIO program
BIO 4803: Mediterranean Ecology
INTA 4803: History, Culture, Soccer, and Politics of Spain
International Plan and language study options
Valencia - Spain’s 3rd largest city
Prerequisite for Biology Track: BIO 1510
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PLAYING!

EXCLUSIVE
ENGAGEMENT
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Display on Skiles walkway promotes Honor Code awareness

By Blake Israel / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

According to the Ofﬁce of Student Integrity, 245 students were found
responsible for academic misconduct in the 2006-07 school year.

How should cheaters in the
classroom be handled? How likely
are you to pass on personal information disclosed by a friend? Oﬀering
freshly baked pumpkin cookies
and Halloween candy, members of
the Honor Advisory Council asked
these and other diﬃcult questions to
students and faculty passing through
the Skiles walkway as part of Honor
Awareness Week.
“We’re out here to increase awareness, to have people realize that
they have signed their name to [the
honor code] probably multiple times
before,” said Eli Riddle, a fourth-year
Biomedical Engineering student and
chairman of the council.
Students who stopped by were
attracted by the sweet treats, but also
by the neon-colored Post-It notes
that ﬁlled a large board leaning on

the table. On the bright pieces of
paper, students wrote their thoughts
on each of the two ethical questions
posed daily.

“We get some funny
responses, like some
people wanted
to see cheaters...
impaled on the
Campanile.”
Eli Riddle

Honor Advisory Council
chair

“We get some funny responses,
like some people wanted to see cheaters…impaled on the campanile. But
some people actually do come up
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with interesting answers or things
that we may not have thought of
before. It’s a good way to gauge what
people are thinking on campus,”
Riddle said.
Those who stopped to talk to the
group were encouraged to sign the
Honor Code in addition to posting
their thoughts on the board.
“We do see a lot of people who
don’t stop and talk, or post something, at least stop and read what’s on
the board. They see the question and
it puts something in their mind, it
gets them thinking about honor and
integrity and I think that’s a valuable
thing,” said Mitch Keller, a fourthyear Mathematics doctoral student
and member of the council.
Organizers reported that by the
end of each day they were taking
down an average of 40 responses
before posting the following day’s
See Honor, page 6

Come to the Photo staﬀ meetings ... Thursday at 6
p.m. in Room 137 of the Flag Building

By N. Denisse Gonzalez
Contributing Writer

NEWS

Breaking

Buildings from page 1

ity is to be more open to diﬀerent
types of research than an industry
type research facility.
The MNB will have four levels of
labs, a nano-fabrication cleanroom
and biological cleanroom, the latter being a feature that few other
universities possess.
“The [MNB] will have a very
large clean room space, three and
a half times greater than the current largest clean room on [Tech],”
said Bob Rose, assistant director of
operations of the MIRC.
Of the 30,000 square feet
dedicated to clean room space, ﬁfty
percent of it will be “shelled out,”
meaning it will not be dedicated
to either electronics or biological
space. In the future, the “shelled
out” space could be dedicated to
either nano-fabrication or biological research or used for something
entirely diﬀerent.
“During the programming phase,
the faculty were asked what they
wanted to see in the [MNB]. [This]
input from the faculty is one sort of
input that was used in the building’s
planning,” Martin said.
The role the MIRC will play with
the new facility will be to maintain
the equipment, oﬀer advice and train
those wanting to use the diﬀerent
tools. Not only can faculty and
graduate students receive training,
but undergraduate students will also
have a chance to use the laboratory
tools.
“There is really no fundamental
barrier for [undergraduate students]
to do what graduate students or
[postdoctoral researchers] are doing,”
Martin said.
“There are very few universities
that allow the hands-on experience
that Tech can. We generally ﬁnd
that our graduates hit the ground
running. Undergraduate initiative

Technique • Friday, November 2, 2007 • 5

Bubble
the

A

lot of things went on outside
the bubble of Tech in the past
week. Here are a few important
events taking place throughout
the nation and the world.

Senate committee set
to vote on AG nominee

By Blake Israel / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

An excavator works on the future Acuity Brands Plaza, located on the
former Trolley turnaround site. Construction of the plaza began Oct. 22.

and creativity have allowed us to do
great things,” Rose said.
The College of Management
began work on redesigning their
plaza on Oct. 22, and it is slated to
be completed in early March.
“It will include new pavements,
walls, outdoor furnishings, lighting
and landscaping. Expanded foot
traﬃc and the removal of drivethrough traﬃc will create a more
pedestrian-friendly experience,”
said Brad Dixon, assistant director
of communications for the College
of Management.
The redesigned plaza will be
renamed the Acuity Brands Plaza
to honor Acuity Brands’ seven
ﬁgure commitment to support the

College of Management, according
to a College of Management press
release.
“We are excited to have Acuity
Brands not only as a key supporter
of the college, but also as a neighbor
and partner in the dynamic and innovative community that Midtown
has become,” said Steve Salbu, dean
of the College of Management.
“We are very pleased to provide
this support to [Tech’s] College
of Management, and equally important, to have them as partners
as new technologies and business
practices emerge will result in the
proﬁtable growth of Acuity Brands,”
said Vernon Nagel, CEO of Acuity
Brands.

The New York Times reported
that on Tuesday, the nomination of
Michael Mukasey, President Bushʼs
candidate for Attorney General,
will be voted on by the Senate
Judiciary Committee. Mukasey
served as a federal judge in New
York for 18 years.
Mukaseyʼs nomination had
been seen as a lock. However it
has now been cast into doubt
as some senators have not been
satisﬁed with some of Mukaseyʼs
comments about harsh torture
techniques.
“My hope is that by scheduling
the consideration for next Tuesday,
senators will have an opportunity
to consider the recently received
written responses from the nominee and will be prepared to debate the nomination and vote,”
said Patrick Leahy, the Judiciary
Committeeʼs chair.
Orrin Hatch, Republican senator from Utah, is one of Mukaseyʼs
supporters on the Senate Judiciary
Committee.
“Both generally, and speciﬁcally, by any reasonable or objective standard, Judge Mukasey is
eminently qualiﬁed to be our next
attorney general. My Democratic
colleagues have repeatedly said
that the Justice Department needs
new leadership and needs it now,”
Hatch said.

Several Democratic senators
have stated they plan to vote
against Mukaseyʼs nomination
when it comes to the Senate ﬂoor..
A “no” vote in the committee wonʼt
kill Mukaseyʼs nomination, but it
will hurt his chances when the vote
comes up in the full Senate.

Wildﬁre blamed on boy
playing with matches
Oﬃcials have blamed a California wildﬁre that consumed more
than 38,000 acres and 21 homes
last week on a boy playing with
matches reported the Associated
Press.
“[The boy] admitted to playing
with matches and accidentally
starting the ﬁre,” said Diane Hecht,
Los Angeles County sheriff ʼs
sergeant.
The boyʼs name was not released, but Los Angeles County
Fire Captain Michael Brown stated
the boy was younger than 13. He
was released to his parents and the
district attorneyʼs oﬃce is being
asked to consider the case.
The ﬁre was one of the 15 wildﬁres in California that destroyed
2,100 homes and burned 809
square miles from Los Angeles to
the Mexican border.
Prosecutors have not yet determined whether the boyʼs parents
would be held responsible for the
ﬁnancial damages as a result of
the ﬁre said Los Angeles County
Sheriff ʼs Department spokeswoman Deputy Maribel Rizo.
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vising for students who are in the
judicial process for academic violations. We have an oﬃce in the Flag
questions. Each day, even more building and whenever someone
students agreed to sign the Honor gets an e-mail that says they’ve been
Code.
accused of an academic violation,
“This year we went with a dif- it has our contact information so
ferent approach, just trying to be they can come by. We don’t do any
out here and visible…and trying to judicial work but we can advise them
get a chance to get some feedback,” on what the process is, their options
Riddle said.
for appeals and who they need to
Although Honor Awareness talk to and what the timeline for
Week has taken place every year since that looks like,” Riddle said.
the honor code was instituted in the
The Council does presentations
early 1990s, this year members of the during FASET and other orientaHonor Advisory Council tried to ex- tion sessions for international stupand the theme.
dents, teaching
Each day’s quesassistants and
“This year we went
tions focused
new faculty, and
on a different
sends a speaker
with a different
area where ethevery year to the
approach, just trying Freshman Conics and integrity come into
vocation. Next
to be out here and
play, including
week it is also set
visible... a chance to to start oﬀering a
academics, the
workplace and
get some feedback.” new ethics semisports.
nar which will be
For the ﬁrst
a supplementary
Eli Riddle
time ever, the
requirement for
Honor Advisory Council
council planned
those students
chairman
to distribute
found guilty of
small footballs
a violation.
with a message on sportsmanship
As Honor Awareness Week wound
to fans leaving the stadium after down, organizers were pleased with
Thursday’s football game as part of the feedback they received.
Honor Awareness Week.
“I think most people’s ethics
The Honor Advisory Council’s are pretty well in line with what
eﬀorts go beyond the events for we would think. People obviously
Honor Awareness Week. Members don’t agree with cheating but they
are available year-round as a resource are willing to say that and take a
to students and faculty, typically stand. People realize that there are
advising one to two students each unethical things going on that they
week who have been accused of don’t support. It’s good to see that is
academic misconduct.
the general atmosphere on campus,”
“We’re always available for ad- Riddle said.

Honor
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Sting Racing eliminated in ﬁrst
round of DARPA Urban Challenge
By Arcadiy Kantor
Opinions Editor

Sting 1, the autonomous Porsche
Cayenne that Tech’s Sting Racing
team ﬁelded in the DARPA Urban
Challenge, made an early exit from
the National Qualiﬁcation Event,
falling in the ﬁrst group of teams
to be eliminated Tuesday morning.
Other teams eliminated in the same
group included Princeton, Team
Berlin and SciAutonics/Auburn
Engineering.
The elimination came after the
team encountered a number of
problems during testing, including
several accidents that put the vehicle
out of commission. According to
coverage by hardware news website
tgdaily.com, Sting 1 collided with a
concrete barrier at 24 miles per hour
on Saturday, bending its front sensor
bar and necessitating welding and
recalibration.
While the team was able to
recover from this setback with the
help of several other teams including Carnegie Mellon’s Tartan Racing, they faced a second challenge
Sunday after having a minor run-in
with another concrete barrier. The
poor performances in the ﬁrst few
days were enough to doom the team
despite its rebound on the last day
of competition. A Wired News blog
reported that the Porsche performed
well on its test Monday, encountering

By Craig Tabita / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Sting Racing shows off its entry in the DARPA Urban Challenge on
Oct. 17 at Tech Square. The entry was eliminated in the ﬁrst round.

only a few glitches before completing the test.
The elimination put an end to
nearly a year of design and development on the part of Sting Racing.
“The team is obviously very disappointed. We have worked hard to get
to the race and have a truly amazing
platform,” a team member wrote on
their oﬃcial blog.
Despite the disappointing results,
the team competed well against
teams with years of development

under their belts. “As a ﬁrst time
entrant, the team has done an
outstanding job making it to the
semi-ﬁnal round of the world’s most
challenging robotics competition,”
wrote Tucker Balch, team lead and
an associate professor in the College
of Computing.
The ﬁnal event of the DARPA
Urban Challenge will take place
Saturday, Nov. 3 at the test site in
Victorville, Calif. It will be streamed
live at www.grandchallenge.org.

The Technique
We’re the South’s liveliest college
newspaper.
We worked hard to earn that title.

NEWS

Technique • Friday, November 2, 2007 • 7

Students wear empty gun holsters
to class to advocate concealed carry
By Emily Chambers
Senior Staﬀ Writer

After the Virginia Tech shooting
last spring, the issue of ﬁrearms on
campus became a politically charged
topic of discussion, with many gun
owners claiming that the outcome
of the massacre would have been
diﬀerent had licensed gun owners
been able to carry their guns to
campus.
Last week a group of Tech
students showed their support for
concealed carry of ﬁrearms by participating in a nationwide protest,
sponsored by Students for Concealed
Carry on Campus, in which they
walked around classes for a week
wearing empty gun holsters.
“The whole idea is that the empty
holster signiﬁes vulnerability, being forced to not be able to protect
ourselves and those around us,”
said Chris Turner, a third year Mechanical Engineering major and the
coordinator of the protest.
The protest was a nationwide
eﬀort with participants at over 110
campuses. Students for Concealed
Carry on Campus (SCCC) did
not provide any membership data
or registration for individuals that
wished to participate in the protest.
However, it did contain strict regulations for the protest.
Should the participants wish
to identify with SCCC they were

admonished to carry nothing in
their holsters and leave all covered
holsters open so that campus law
enforcement could easily verify
that they were empty.Participants
were also instructed that under no
circumstances to visit any high,
middle or elementary schools while
taking part in the protest.
“We didn’t have any trouble with
the protest from the Tech administra-

“The whole idea
is that the empty
holster signiﬁes
vulnerability, being
forced to not be able
to protect ourselves
and those around us.”
Chris Turner

Third-year ME major

tion....The only concern that the Tech
PD expressed was that the holsters
be empty,” Turner said.
Turner partnered with the GT
marksmen club to help organize the
protest, and SCCC is not a chartered
student organization. The majority
of participants learned of the protest
through word-of-mouth.
“We are expecting a legislative

response, if not just from the Tech
protest, from the national one. This is
really a grass-roots campaign though,
so it really depends on how many
people get out there and how many
politicians see it happening around
the country,” Turner said.
In relation to current campus
crime, Turner proposes that the
ability to carry ﬁrearms onto campus
would decrease the rate of violent
crime.
“If someone comes onto campus
and doesn’t know which of us is carrying a gun, then they are going to
be a lot less likely to risk anything,”
Turner said.
As for the safety issues inherent with maintaining an armed
population, the SCCC proposes the
creation of gun lockers on campus
to prevent theft, as well as required
gun registration and training.
“It is unfortunate that some of our
students who live oﬀ campus have to
walk through areas of Atlanta that are
not particularly safe, and are not able
to protect themselves because they
can’t have guns on campus at all. It
wouldn’t be that hard to install gun
lockers on campus,” Turner said.
The SCCC maintains that the
presence of ﬁrearms in the hands
of licensed gun owners would cut
down on campus crime, lessen the
administrative burdens placed on
campus police, and increase gun
awareness.
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ift-oﬀ: Space shuttle Discovery lifts oﬀ from Kennedy Space
Center on the morning of Oct. 23. Doug Wheelock (Masters
AE, ‘92) was aboard the shuttle, making his ﬁrst ﬂight.

