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Save money at the pumps, try the following tips
By Maria Carter
Assistant Focus Editor

High gas prices have many
scrambling for alternative transportation or extra income to cover
their expenses. Prices in Georgia,
along with other Southern states,
remain well above the national
average of $3.85. On Wednesday,
AAA’s daily gas survey placed
Georgia’s gasoline at the nation’s
sixth-highest price. The Atlanta
average was $4.14 per gallon, the
survey showed, with lower costs
outside the perimeter.
Temporary pipeline shutdowns
or supply problems in the region
created by Hurricane Ike may

be to blame for the surge at the
pump. After a drop over the past
few days, crude oil prices bounced
back Wednesday as metro Atlanta
gas stations continued to have
limited supplies, according to the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution.
Fluctuations in crude oil typically take time to affect gas prices,
but eventually pump prices follow. In the meantime, budgetconscious students can offset the
increased costs by following our
guide:
Pull a Clark Howard; go online

Sites like www.atlantagaspric-

es.com help drivers find the least
expensive gas in their area. Visitors to the site can filter search results by Atlanta neighborhoods or
gasoline quality.
A gallon of regular unleaded
may cost $4.16 at the Marathon
just off campus while it goes for
$3.95 at the BP on Piedmont
Road. If you’re commuting to
class from the metro area, you’re
probably in a situation similar to
the average Atlantan, driving 66
miles round-trip per day. Based
on a 21 mpg fuel economy, that’s
3.14 gallons used each weekday.
It doesn’t seem like much but a
daily savings of 65 cents can really

add up. Filling up at the cheapest
place in town could save you $13
per month, or $153 a year.
Carpooling, anyone?

As the saying goes, it’s gas, grass
or …well, no one rides for free.
The concept of carpooling traditionally involves equally dividing
the cost of gas among the driver
and any passengers. Tell your
moocher friends to take a hike if
they can’t cough up the cash. With
gas prices well over $4.00 a gallon,
you cannot afford to carry their
dead weight around in your car.
Sites like www.MyRideSmart.
com provide confidential carpool
matching services for the Atlanta
area. Bonus: remember the elusive
HOV lane? It’s all yours with a
friend in the passenger seat. You’ll
be flying by grid locked traffic on
I-75 in no time.
Mobile billboard

Photo by Wikimedia Commons user Micov, used under Creative Commons Attributed 3.0 Unported License. See http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

With gas prices hovering over $4.00 per gallon, some drivers are looking for ways to save money at
the pumps. In the past week, Hurricane Ike caused temporary pipeline shutdown in the Southeast.

LGBT event promotes equal rights
By Yameen Huq
Contributing Writer

This past Sunday was the
culminating ceremony of Seven
Straight Nights for Equal Rights,
a nationwide event dedicated to
social justice and equal rights for
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender/transsexual (LGBT) people. Seven Straight Nights was created by Soulforce, an LGBT rights
group, and Atticus Circle, a coalition of straight allies for LGBT
acceptance. A non-partisan, apolitical event, it emphasizes social
change through conversation and
dialogue over proselytization, in
order to foster better understanding between diverse peoples.
Previously, this ceremony was
hosted outside of campus at the
King Center and was designed for
an older audience. However, head
organizer Billiee Pendleton-Parker, the Assistant Director of Undergraduate Admissions at Tech,
decided to shift audiences for the
second year. Pendleton-Parker has
been involved as a straight ally for
years, helping to change the previous focus on parents of gays to a
broader group of straight friends
and relatives. “The involvement of
young people is important,” Pendleton-Parker said. This year’s event
also reached out to students from
other colleges, such as Morehouse,
Spellman, Georgia State, and Emory, with over sixty students in attendance.
On the student side of planning
is Matt LeBrun, a second-year
ME major, who became involved
this year with the hope of influencing college students towards
progressive ideas. A member of socially tolerant family and nephew

How far would you go to cut
the cost of gas in half? Companies
like Gas for Half will pay for up
to 475 gallons of gasoline per year
to drivers who let them wrap their
car in a printed vinyl covering.
The vehicle wraps feature messages from advertisers who want to
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to a gay uncle, LeBrun plans on
spreading the ideas of social acceptance that he grew up with. At
the same time, he and Parker designed this project to cater to the
traditional values of the South by
appealing to religion and family.
LeBrun was reluctant at first to
get involved with the project, fearing ridicule from his peers, but
he soon realized that this would
not matter if he could positively
influence the lives of others. This
realization encouraged him to
head the Seven Straight Nights
endeavor.
This year’s event was designed

with a youth-oriented focus, featuring guests that college students
could relate to and be interested
in. This included Dale and Mary
Lynn Merkle, members of PFLAG
(Parents, Families and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays), who spoke
of their unconditional love and
acceptance of their two gay sons.
Dale Merkle was also a professor
and researcher who stated that homosexuality is genetic and argued
that the current laws oppressing
gays violate freedom of expression
and marriage, thus violating freeSee Rights, page 12

MARTA is smarta

A 30-day MARTA pass for
$52.50 easily comes in at $195 less
than the price of gas each month
($248) if you’re driving to class
from the suburbs. Factor in the
price of a Tech parking permit—
roughly $600 per semester—and
Marta really is smarta. You will
save approximately $241 each
month by skipping out on the
See Gas, page 12

College tuition rises:
A necessary expense?
By Dhanya Edoo
Contributing Writer

Matt Lebrun, who helped plan the event, hopes to influence college students in a positive way by spreading ideas of tolerance.

market to people along the driver’s
daily commute to and from work.
Gas for Half pays for alternative
transportation while your car is
being wrapped and sends a check
each month after that. Drivers are
occasionally required to provide
proof of mileage and pictures of
the vehicle during the campaign.
Applicants who are not interested
in promoting a specific company
that chooses their car may elect
not to participate and wait for
the next advertiser to select their
vehicle. Ready to sign up? Go to
www.GasForHalf.com. However, participants should plan on
having a dirty car for the duration
of the advertisement: high pressure washes, wax and ice scrapers
damage the vinyl coating.

As tuition prices continue
to increase, college presidents
implore Congress not to spend
more of their schools’ endowments, as reported in a recent
New York Times article.
An endowment is money
given to a university with a
stipulation that the funds are
invested to earn annual interest rather than spent immediately. A portion of the interest
earned is then used to award
student scholarships or programs. The rest of the earnings are deposited back into
the fund’s principal to insure
that the endowment continues
to grow and yield more interest for future scholarships and
support. However, there is no
set amount of money a university is obligated to use towards
student aid.
Georgia Tech is the 55th
richest university in the country in terms of endowments,
according to the 2007 Endowment Study Results released
by the National Association of
College and University Business Officers. At the end of the
2007 fiscal year, Tech reported
an endowment of more than
$122.2 million, a 17% increase
from the previous year and a
39% increase since 2003.
Can forcing universities to
dip deeper into their endowments make a difference in

the ever rising cost of higher
education? If Tech spent the
entire sum of its endowment
on tuition for every student
currently enrolled, the amount
still would not cover the cost.
This year, tuition alone,
excluding fees and housing,
will be $4,496 for in-state students, $22,220 for out-of-state
and international students and
$1,146 for mandatory fees, a
40.1%, 46.8% and 32.0% increase since 2004, respectively.
Georgia Tech students received
$123 million in financial aid
this year. Of that, $108.92
million came from the institution, $55 million from federal
funds, $26.63 million from the
state (including $26.26 million
from HOPE), and $14.11 million from private or outside
sources. This may seem like
ample financial aid, however,
more than a third of that help,
$50.97 million, comes in the
form of student loans.
For Georgia students,
HOPE contributes for a short
while, but more than half of
students lose HOPE by the end
of their freshman year. Beyond
tuition and books, HOPE does
not cover other expenses associated with the university price
tag.
Tara Bryant, a second- year
EAS major, started college a
year late due to the high cost
of attendance. “I graduated
from high school in 2006 with

See Tuition, page 15
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dom of religion. Ultimately, they
spoke of emotional issues and
their efforts to encourage diversity, tolerance and equal rights in
their own community and public
school.
The next speaker was a Tech
associate professor, Peter J. Ludovice, performing a brief comedy act
that satirized aspects of Georgian
life, particularly its collision with
modern progressivism. He also
poked humor at subjects familiar
to residents of Georgia, such as
Southern living, abstinence-only
education, the peanut industry
and Georgia Tech engineers. This
light-hearted act was followed by
a seminar on the Bible’s views on
homosexuality.
Daniel Helminiak, a professor
at the University of West Georgia and author of the book What
the Bible Really Says about Homosexuality, discussed controversial
topics in the Bible, arguing for a
more historical-critical methodview instead of an ambiguous,
literalist interpretation. His primary argument involved cultural
relativism and the idea that many
of the passages on homosexuality
deal with culture rather than right
or wrong.
His presentation, while lengthy,
was engrossing and involved the
audience in a classroom manner
through methods such as question
and answer.
Ashley Newton was the final

speaker. She discussed the turmoil that can come from being a
straight ally to a closeted friend,
especially when one comes from
a religious, conservative background. Like those before her, she
discussed her unconditional love
for her friends and her acceptance
of the diversity.
Pendleton-Parker ended the
ceremony with a few words of
wisdom from great leaders and
minds, such as Mother Teresa,
Shakespeare and Martin Luther
King, Jr. as well as encouragement
for the greater idea of hope and
progress. After this, the ceremony
ended with a performance by the
Georgia Tech Glee Club and a
vigil for the adversity and strug-

FOCUS

gles of the LGBT movement and
the straight allies tied to it.
LeBrun described this event
afterwards as a success, citing his
belief that the people who attended, while not a massive amount,
will tell others and spread the
ideas discussed. He stated that he
would like to continue leading the
program and expand it to a wider
range of events. LeBrun hopes to
get people thinking in a new ways.
LeBrun, Pendleton-Parker and
others involved in this organization plan on spreading the word
of tolerance. “After all, sometimes
you just have to get in the way to
do the right thing,” PendletonParker said, quoting Congressman John Lewis.

Photo by Anne Campeau / Student Publications

Seven Straight Nights for Equal Rights emphasizes dialogue as a
means of creating peaceful, social change for the LGBT people.
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costs of gas and parking. Catch
the Tech Trolley at the Midtown
MARTA station for a straight shot
to campus. Clayton, Cobb, and
Gwinnett counties offer 30-day
express passes for their transit systems ranging from $52.50 - $100.
Drive like a grandma

Otherwise known as fuelefficient driving, going the speed
limit can help you make the most
of a gallon. Aggressive driving
(speeding, rapid acceleration and
braking) can lower gas mileage by
33 percent at highway speeds and
by 5 percent around town, according to FuelEconomy.gov.
Fuel-efficient fans get the
maximum mileage out of their gas
tanks by leaving the AC off, keeping the tires properly inflated, and
changing the oil on a regular basis. Capitalize on your car’s fuel
economy by not using the trunk
as a storage solution: a tank guzzles more gas when the car has a
heavier load to carry. Shutting off
the engine instead of idling also
ensures the greatest mileage out of
your gas.
Grandma might also remind
you that sensible driving is safer;
you may save something more
valuable than gas.
Bike or walk for prizes

Don’t have time to make it to

the CRC? Stay in shape by walking or biking to class instead.
While this isn’t open to students
for their commutes to school, students doing co-op assignments or
internships will appreciate that the
Clean Air Campaign—through
their Commuter Rewards program will pay you to take transit
instead of polluting the air with
your vehicle’s emissions. Eligible
participants may earn $3 per day
over a 90-day period.
If your daily commute already
consists of biking, you can enter
to win a $25 gift card through the
Campaign’s Commuter Prizes.
The more often you use an alternative commute, the more likely
you are to win. Visit www.CleanAirCampaign.com for details.
Right turns only

Take a cue from UPS drivers
and map out an alternative route
that only involves right turns. In
recent years, Atlanta-based UPS
has made headlines with its “no
left turns” plan for fuel conservation. The logic behind this system
is that right turns at an intersection tend to be faster than at a
left turns. With right turns, you
have the option of turning at a red
light, unless otherwise indicated
by traffic signs, and you only have
to wait for an opportunity to turn
in one lane of traffic. Less idling
at traffic lights means better gas
mileage. Use a GPT system to
make your new route.

SAVE A TREE! READ US ONLINE!

www.nique.net
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Hall packs a powerful punch with boxing class
By James Norman
Contributing Writer

“Let’s run!”
Thirty seconds after meeting Natalie Hall, a third-year
Psychology major, I’m already warming up for a special session of her G.I.T. Fit
boxing class. For the next
hour, I’ll learn to savor any
thirty-second break I can
get with Hall—the non-stop
boxing machine.
On the three-quarter mile
jog, Hall recalls her introduction to boxing. “I used to
cheer, and I got really sick of
it. For some reason, boxing
kept getting into my head.
Then they built a boxing gym
near my house [in Alpharetta].” Around the 10th grade,
she took some classes and
was instantly recognized as
a prodigy. Soon enough, she
acquired a trainer, compiled
a 2-0-0 record in fights and
went on her way to fame.
Running’s over. We enter the CRC’s Studio A, a
cavernous, white room with
hardwood floors that are
bare except for punching
bags, mirrors and high tech
sound equipment.
“Do jumping jacks!”
Within a few years, Hall’s
fame came with an appearance on VH1’s Celebrity Fit
Club. In a surprise twist on
this reality show, celebrity
rapper Bizarre stepped into
the ring with Hall, a peppy,
brunette ex-cheerleader. She

impressed him so much that
he wrote a song for her and
bestowed her with a nickname: Natalie, the ninja!
“Get down on the ground!
Act like you’re climbing a
mountain!”
We’re not yet five minutes into the workout—still
warm-up technically—and
I’m already dying. I ask
about teaching. “I love it.

“Boxing is 95
percent mental.
If you’ve got it up
here, you’ve got it
in the ring.
Natalie Hall

3rd-year PSYC
It’s so much fun.” And her
students? “A lot of them
aren’t very good at the start.
They see it on TV, but the
don’t know the proper way
of punching.” When asked
about those TV shows and
movies, she says, “I’ve never
seen Rocky. It’s too cheesy.”
“High knees!” Hall shouts
out.
She divulges how her
background in psychology
gives her an upper hand at
performing upper cuts in
the ring. “Boxing is 95 percent mental. If you’ve got it
up here, you’ve got it in the
ring.” Maybe Tech students

would have a natural advantage. “Kind of,” she says
with a tone that’s well aware
of our student body’s athletic
prowess.
“Now get into a push-up
position. I’m going to call
up and down.”
Hall especially wanted to
discuss the misconceptions
about female boxing. “People turn it into a joke. [Publications] like Playboy turn it
into a mockery. No one can
take it seriously,” she says angrily. The negative attention
also bothers her. “You get old
men with beer bellies creepily going to women’s fights.”
Then, she addresses the
people who think boxing is
nothing but an aimless blood
sport. “No! You’re not just
out there to swing your arms
around. You’ve prepared for
this in every way possible.
If people understood the
courage…you’d have to step
through the rope, I think
they’d appreciate women’s
boxing a lot more.”
“Now I’m going to get you
some gloves.”
The gloves are pink, Disney Channel pink, and unfortunately, they fit. Hall’s
first lesson covers the jab,
“the punch you’ll use 80%
of the time in your fights,”
she said. We get into boxing
stance-standing on the toes,
turned 15 degrees to protect
See Boxing, page 15
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Hall’s 15 minutes of fame came
after she appeared as a guest
on VH1’s Celebrity Fit Club.
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the body, right glove protecting
the chin, and left glove out ready
to jab as needed.
She instructs me to rotate my
hand almost 360 degrees during
jabs. Why? More power, and
“if I have on leather gloves and I
punch you in the face, and turn it
on your skin, you’re more likely to
bleed and then it’d be my point,”
she said.
My throat gulps at Hall’s intimidation. “Now practice your
jab on the punching bag.”
Hall instructs well on how to
loosen up my jab, fix my stance,
and protect my face. I get the
sense she truly enjoys teaching.
I also get the sense she plots how
she’d punch me if we were sparring.

“Now I’m going to show you
the cross. It’s your power punch.”
We practice the jab and cross
on the punching bag, the infamous “1-2 punch.” Hall assists
with the balance, turning, and
power necessary to get off a good
cross.
When I finally get it, with a
ridiculous popping sound on the
bag, I get a taste of confidence—
the confidence boxers are famous
for. Hall emanates it with her posture, voice, and smile. Mohammed Ali probably had too much:
“I am the greatest. I said that even
before I knew I was,” Ali said.
About half of the workout is
dedicated to punches and fighting stance. To finish up, she says,
“Let’s do an ab workout!”
Having sweated as much in
an hour as I usually do in three, I
groan. Hall’s barely broken a sweat

and does 30-50 reps of stretches I
can only do 2-5 of at once. I’m
quitting after an hour, but she
says, “I used to finish classes and
go directly to boxing for 3, 4, 5
hours a day.”
That’s Natalie the ninja, the
non-stop boxing machine. For
those that think they can match
her intensity, for those who want
to be in tip-top shape with more
confidence and self-defense ability, consider the G.I.T. Fit boxing
classes. Just remember to pack the
Icy-Hot.
This fall, Hall will teach her
fifth boxing class at the CRC,
“Boxing for Beginners.” Classes
take place on Sundays from 12:301:30 beginning on September
21st. Course registration is $45.
For more info, check out www.
crc.gatech.edu/gf/viewcourse.
php?id=111.
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honors and would have received
HOPE, but I had to wait a year
before I came to school because
I couldn’t afford [the] living expenses,” Bryant said.
Bryant’s parents do not pay
for any part of her schooling.
“I worked for a year to save up
money for housing for my first
semester. My mom and dad aren’t
financially able to help me. I have
loans to help pay for school, but I
still have to pay those back when I
graduate,” Bryant said.
Working part time in the GT
recycling office covers rent; however books are a luxury, she cannot afford. Just over one year into
college, Bryant is almost $7,000
in debt.
There is no doubt that a school
as large as Georgia Tech has many

expenses; whether or not its endowment is spent wisely is a matter of opinion. Total revenue for
the 2007 fiscal year was $1.103
billion, while total expenses were
$1.034 billion. Of that, $48.9
million was allotted to the Athletic Association, with only $14.1
million going towards scholarships, a $34.8 million difference
in favor of the AA. With tuition
at an all-time high and the cost of
living where it is now, $34 million
dollars could have made an impact on the pockets of Tech students across the campus.
Legislation forcing schools to
use five percent of their endowments is a short term fix. With
enrollment at an all time high
this year and growing with each
new freshman class, some believe
the mandated five percent is not
enough.

Photo courtesy of Natalie Hall

Hall knocks down her opponent with a right hand cross and left hand hook combination. A former
cheerleader, she began boxing in the 10th grade and earned a record of 2-0 after hiring a trainer.
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i like it in the throat. what? i have a sore throat!
sex. ‘cause that’s what she said.
no sex for ben
i do my best to lose. i’m a true georgia tech man.
wow, i love those morons who read the technique for the slivers.
go back to def bods, asshole
BOOM CHAAKA LAAKA BOOM in your mouth
i am the walrus, goo goo ga jew
wow, foam party! that was awesome! especially when i almost
DIED
i’m the hot TA of which you speak, and i am single
www.twofreshmenoneroom.com
georgia vs. russia, this time, poland wins.
I WIN I WIN I WIN
HaOsMdEfKjEkYlS;
sliver box = gay. read the technique
GT vs BC. what’s that
FOAM !!!!!!
FOAM PARTY !!!!!
I slept through the North Ave fire alarm. Not good.
Tip to RATs: enroll in morning lectures that you can skip.
Trombones!
RULE!
Gigantic Joe - making your boyfriend seem inadequate since
2005
Georgia Tech: Where your best hasn’t been good enough since
1885
why can’t the boys at tech look like the jonas brothers instead of
hanson?
readheaded boys make me hot.
redheaded* boys make me hot
so hot i can’t even spell ‘redheaded’ correctly
i need a hot cs guy to be my tutor. wait, does that even exist??
i love apple juice boxes.
a belated thank you to the losers who caused the fire alarm in
north ave south the other morning at 3:40 am.
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Speaker series hosts stem cell research discussion
By Chris Russell
Contributing Writer

On Wednesday, September 10,
Georgia Tech hosted a seminar on
the ongoing debate over stem cell
research.
The guest speaker was Jason
Owen Smith, a sociologist from
the University of Michigan whose
primary field of study is the interaction between technology,
the government and commerce.
Smith studies how the interactions between religious organizations, research institutes, biomedical companies and government
officials have shaped the development of stem cell research and the
debate surrounding it.
The seminar began with a brief
summary of the debate surrounding stem cell research, the history
behind it and why Smith was interested in it. “I became aware
of Embryonic Stem Cells as an
example of the commercialization
of science and technology,” Smith
said. “There’s the potential for real
money here, which, of course, has
gotten lots of interest from industries and the government.”
He also states that, in this
case, “I’ve decided to focus more
on the science-politics axis [rather
than] my normal science-market
axis.” He sees the debate as an
example of the broader tension
between science and politics: the
choice between autonomous scientific research (where what is re-

searched and how is left largely to
the experts in the laboratory) and
democracy (where taxpayers have
a say in what research their money
is used for).
He then reached the main subject of his talk, which consisted of
a breakdown of the debate and
how it has changed over time.
When the argument first came
about, the topic at the crux of the
debate was obvious: the status of
the embryos used for research. As
Smith puts it, people were arguing
over the status of “the stuff in the
dish,” debating whether to regard
the embryos as blastocysts (i.e.
balls of cells) or as people.
That changed, though, when,
in August 2001, President Bush
issued an executive order that
allowed federal funding for embryonic stem cell research, but
restricted it to research done on
lines of cells that had already been
derived. After this, the crux of the
debate shifted more to whether
or not these lines would be sufficient.
To study these two debates,
Smith and his associates analyzed
111 testimonies from various interest groups before Congress.
They used a technique that Smith
calls “inductive thematic coding,”
which, in layman’s terms, means
they searched the testimonies for
certain tropes, or themes, that
could be used to classify the different ways the debate was being approached. They then ana-

lyzed this data and associated the
various themes with the interest
groups that tended to use them
most often.
Smith accomplished this by
first breaking down the argument
into twenty-three broad themes,
examples of which include scientific progress, the democratic
representation theme mentioned
above, medical potential, different kinds of expertise (i.e. ethicists versus biomedical researchers
versus patients who could benefit
from the research) and the status
of the materials.
He then went through the
approximately 1700 pages of testimony and, on a sentence-by-sentence level, attempted to identify
which of the twenty-three themes
individual arguments made use
of. His research found that, up
until August 2001, most everyone
used the themes of (in descending order of usage) the status of
the materials, claims of expertise,
the legality of the research and the
value of scientific progress.
After August 2001, however, the impact of the Bush plan
showed itself in the way it changed
how the interest groups debated.
The main focus of the debate
shifted, and arguments began to
lean much more heavily on scientific progress, potential for finding cures for diseases, potential
for answering scientific questions,
and the issue of how the research
would changed if it received fund-

ing from the private sector, rather
than the public sector.
“For sociologists, it’s interesting how this policy argument
has shifted…It’s no longer a fight
about whether the embryos are human; it’s now a fight about whether the Bush-approved cell lines
are legitimately sufficient for the
science. [Supporters] move away
from broad claims about the autonomy of science to claims about
how science can help humanity,”
Smith said.
This leads to one question:

what happened? Smith states
that the answer has three parts,
“First, the Bush announcement,
to a certain extent, yanks the rug
out from under the more conservative and religious arguments.
Two, scientific advances change
the language and bring scientists
together with patients more and
more…Three, and perhaps most
importantly, the development of
alternatives to federal funding…
shifts the lines of debate and make
it possible for scientists and patient
groups to vote with their feet.”
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Guest speaker Jason Owen-Smith discusses stem cell research at
the Globalization, Innovation, and Development seminar series.

