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Gas, economy
lead to costly
parking permits
By Hilary Miskowski
Contributing Writer

Due to the limited amount of parking spaces available on campus, Tech students are lucky to receive their first-choice
parking zone pass. Even with nearly
13,000 parking spaces, Tech’s parking
spaces quickly fill up. Parking and Transportation is currently undergoing the
process of creating a new master plan and
reevaluating how to build parking decks
up without being able to build out into
the rest of Atlanta.
Parking and Transportation is a selfsupporting entity and does not receive
state funding. Because of this, over 50
percent of the parking permit money
goes directly into paying off parking deck
debts and bonds and towards maintenance services. A standard parking pass
valid in one zone is $590 and a reserved
space is $675, not including the cost of
the permit.
Tech’s parking spaces gradually open
up during the semester and Parking and
Transportation can contact students who
may wish to change their assigned parking zone for better accessibility. Tech has
more deck parking than surface parking,
which is more expensive to construct and
upkeep. This further contributes to the
added parking costs.
See Permits, page 7

Packing a
punch
Ex-cheerleader Natalie Hall
traded in her pompoms for
boxing gloves and a spot on
VH1’s Celebrity Fit Club.413

Tech hosts presidential search team
By Corbin Pon
News Editor

Members from the Georgia
Tech Presidential Search Committee, who are charged with
selecting candidates for Tech’s
next president, spent Tuesday
listening to input from faculty,
staff and students at the Student Center Theater. During
the session for undergraduate
students, Willis Potts, chairman of the search committee, and Bill Funk, head of
Dallas-based consulting firm
of R. William Funk & Associates, took the stage in front of
around 30 students.
“There are 20 total [members] on the committee. All
have [Tech] pedigrees through
education or are faculty members [at Tech].... So our white
and gold bleeding is solid and
we’re trying to find the best
president we can find for this
institution,” Potts said.
Although not a member of
the search committee, Funk
was brought in to help with
the process of identifying potential candidates. Funk has
conducted searches that have
led to selection of presidents
and chancellors at nearly 70
universities, including University of Illinois - Urbana and
Tulane University.
Potts said the search com-

mittee had met with 12 groups
over the past few days and
plans meeting with every possible constituency in order to
understand what the search
committee should be looking
for in a potential candidate.
“I want to ensure... the undergraduate population that
the [Georgia Board of Regents]
and the chancellor wanted
us... to come on campus at
the outset of this process and
sit and meet with the various
constituents, recognizing your
important roll as one of the
primary constituents and gain
your feedback,” Potts said.
Over the next 30 to 45
days, the search committee
will continue to meet with the
different invested parties and
will finalize the initial list of
potential candidates. Starting
at around 100 candidates, the
committee will reduce the list
to 10 potential prospects.
These 10 will be invited to
Atlanta to be personally interviewed by the search committee. These 10 will be narrowed
down to five nominees, who
will then be interviewed by the
Board of Regents. From these
interviews, the Board of Regents will publish the names of
the three finalists, and accordSee Search, page 7

By Siddarth Kantamneni / Student Publications

Willis Potts (left) and Bill Funk (right) listen to questions and
input regarding the search for Tech’s new institute president.

Fall 2008 enrollment climbs to historic proportions
By Corbin Pon
News Editor
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By Ben Keyserling / Student Publications

Tech’s fall 2008 enrollment
has hit record levels, topping
out at 19,404 students for the
first time in school history.
The student body is comprised
of 12,966 undergraduate students and 6,438 students taking part in graduate studies.
Another 600 students who are
enrolled in classes are not being counted toward the overall
total because they are taking
part in co-op or internship
programs.
Over the last 10 years,
Tech’s enrollment has risen by
almost 30 percent, with 1998
enrollment totaling just under
14,000 students.
“We are given institutional
directives as far as enrollment
is concerned.... The growth
[has] been very goal oriented.
From [a freshman class of]
2000 to 2200 to 2400 to adding a summer class, [we have
had] very trackable growth,”
said Rick Clark, interim director of Undergraduate Admissions.
For next year, Clark said
that the freshmen admission target will remain at 250
incoming freshmen for the
summer semester and 2400
incoming freshmen for the fall
semester.
Normally, Admissions expects that nearly 70 percent of

high school seniors who receive
an offer will come to Tech.
However, when considering
the current state of the economy, Clark said that number
of students is likely to increase,
because in-state students will
weigh the benefit of in-state
tuition more heavily.
In 2006, Admissions underestimated the number of
students who accepted offers to
attend Tech. This led to Housing tripling some dorm rooms.
According to Clark, as a result
of less predictable acceptance
ratios, his office has become
more conservative recently.
“The downside of [this] is
that you have to put more kids
on the wait list and you string
them along a little bit longer....
You lose some kids [this] way
too, because they will [take up
offers from other universities],”
Clark said.
With the increase in attendance to the university, the
number of students deciding
to live on campus has also seen
a similar rise. For 2008, Housing had an occupancy rate of
99.57 percent, after making
available 7,892 beds for those
who would wish to live on
campus.
“We’re almost [at capacity], which in our book is sad,
because we’ve been [at] 101 to
103 percent [capacity] the last
See Enrollment, page 3
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Will you visit the new Tech Rec?
Yes, I probably will at some
point - 42.8%

I already did! - 18.6%

What’s Tech Rec
- 8.6%

No, Tech Rec is still
irrelevant to me
- 30%
Poll graphic by Michael Schneider / Student Publications

This week’s question:
Did you go to Six Flags?

Tell us at www.nique.net

Just looking for a bed

On Sept. 14, an officer observed a white male sleeping on a
bench outside of the Smith residence hall.
The officer asked the man to
identify himself and determined
he was not affiliated with Tech.
Checking the man’s identification with the Georgia Crimes and
Identification Center and National Crimes and Identification Center, the officer found that he had
no arrest warrants and a Kentucky
driver’s license.
Using PolicePak, the officer
learned that the man had been
arrested on Sept. 11 when officers
saw the man been seen sleeping
on a Smith residence hall park
bench.
On Sept. 13, the man was given
another criminal trespass warning
for sleeping on the same bench.
The officer placed the man under arrest for criminal trespass,
and another officer transported
him to Fulton County Jail.

From the files of the GTPD...

Campus Crime
By Corbin Pon
News Editor
Distraction

Sept. 15, a police officer was
notified about an automobile accident with injuries on North Ave.
and Fowler St.
An ambulance was already on
scene when the officer arrived, but
he was informed that the person
injured from the accident had refused transport.
Three vehicles and four persons
were involved in the accident. The
vehicles were a 2001 Ford van, a
2004 Mitsubishi Eclipse and a
2007 Chevrolet Cobalt.
One pedestrian witness was on
the scene and stated that she was
standing at the crosswalk when
the Mitsubishi stopped to let her
cross. The Chevrolet stopped be-

hind the first car, but the Ford
failed to stop, hitting the Chevrolet.
The driver of Chevrolet said
that the Ford caused her car to
hit the Mitsubishi. The driver said
that she saw the pedestrian waving
and assumed she was saying she
did not want to cross. The driver
still came to a stop.
The driver of Ford van said that
she saw the Mitsubishi and Chevrolet stopped in the right lane.
The driver said she was distracted by the waving pedestrian
and by her passenger yelling at her
to stop.
Damage to the Ford and the
Mitsubishi was not visible, but
there was extensive damage to the
Chevrolet.

making friday lectures more interesting

Technique Online Voice your opinion!
Last issue’s question received 70 responses.
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Council Clippings

E

Enrollment

This week in Student Government

ach Tuesday, elected members of the two houses of the Student Government Association, the
Undergraduate House of Representatives (UHR) and the Graduate Student Senate (GSS), convene to
consider allocation bills and discuss issues facing campus. Here is a summary of those two meetings.

By Sijia Cai, Staﬀ Writer, and Corbin Pon, News Editor

This edition of Council Clippings covers the UHR and GSS
meetings from Sept. 16, 2008.
French Club

Passed: Joint Allocation to
French Club, received $300 for
play tickets. Passed UHR 29-91, Passed GSS 26-0-0

Library Printing

Passed: Joint Allocation to
SGA for GT Night at Six Flags,
received $13,000. Passed UHR
38-1-0, Passed GSS 24-0-2

Debate took place on the issue of library printing quotas.
Several representatives voiced the
opinion that the student government body’s input was neglected
in the decision-making process, as
neither the executive or legislative
branch was consulted. Representatives said they were confused
about why the changes took place,
with some suggesting that it was
an OIT attempt to make money
by limiting printouts to 55 and requiring Buzzcard swiping.
Underage Drinking

five years. We now have 8,450
beds on campus, which we didn’t
have a couple of years ago.... Every
student that wanted on-campus
housing got on-campus housing,”
said Mike Black, senior director of
Housing.
Any increase in the amount of
beds offered to students will come
from the reopening of the Harrison and Howell residence halls,
located on East Campus. The
residence halls were closed for the
fall semester because of upgrades
being made to the heating and air
conditioning systems.
The upgrades will allow each
individual room to independently control its own temperature.
Black said that the inability to
control the exact temperature in
their rooms has been the number
one complaint that housing has
received from students.

The number of graduate student who have elected to live on
campus has also seen a rise in
recent years. To compensate for
this rise in demand, Housing has
reserved two ﬂoors in the Cercine
residence hall for graduates, adding these rooms to the ones already offered at the Graduate Living Center and Tenth & Home.
According to Black, Tech has
capped the number of beds that
it will maintain for the near future. This is because Housing has
begun the process of formalizing
a new 10-year master plan that
will outline their goals moving
forward.
Currently, Housing is in the
ninth year of their last 10-year
master plan. Members of the Student Government Association,
faculty and staff have all had input on the direction of Housing’s
future, and a report on the new
master plan is expected to be delivered in November.
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There were many proposals on
the House ﬂoor with regard to
underage drinking. The consensus
for the representatives was that
since it was practically impossible
to reduce the extent of underage
drinking, it was more advisable
to advocate responsible drinking instead. As a response, the
UHR created a legislative ad hoc
committee of no more than 10
members to investigate the Amethyst Initiative. The committee is
required to report its findings to
UHR within a month.

from page 1

6360
6329

The newly formed French Club
was requesting funds to see the
play Les Miserables on Sept. 27 at
the Fox Theater. The organization
asked for the money to pay for 15
tickets at $25 per piece, for a total
of $375.
The bill was passed in a modified form. The bill was introduced
last week but modified versions of
the bill were passed in the UHR
and GSS.
Therefore, the bill was sent to
a conference committee to reconcile the differences and produce a
compromise version.
The new version reduced the
number of tickets sponsored from
15 to 12, but paid for the full price
of $25 for the sponsored tickets.
The conference committee decided they would provide the club
$300 and decided the best way
was to simply pay for less tickets.

Six Flags

The joint allocation bill requested funds to subsidize part of
the cost of students tickets to an
exclusive Tech night at Six Flags
on Sept. 19.
The money would subsidize
7,500 tickets at a cost of approximately $1.73 per ticket. The organizational representative stated
that the bill would not subsidize
the cost of tickets being sold to
faculty, staff or alumni.
As of the UHR and GSS meetings, just under 6000 tickets had
already been sold. The organizational representative said that in
the past, they have sold out the
remaining lot of tickets in the last
week. He also said that last year
they made a profit of $8,000,
which was returned to the SGA.
Asked about other sources of
funding, the organizational representative said that they had
received $25,000 from the Student life allocation board and
BuzzFunds.
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Beds
People

2008
By Kevin Bandy / Student Publications

The acquisition of the North Avenue Apartment complex in 2007
has eliminated over-occupancy of room for the ﬁrst time in years.
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2008-2009 Student Government Association
SGA elections and committee appointments concluded last week. Check the list below to find out who represents you.

By Michael Skinner / Student Publications

UNDERGRADUATE PRESIDENT
Nick Wellkamp

By Jon Drews / Student Publications

UNDERGRADUATE VICE PRESIDENT
Kaitlyn Frazier

Courtesy of Aaron Fowler

Courtesy of Aaron Fowler

GRADUATE PRESIDENT
Aaron Fowler

GRADUATE SENATORS

UNDERGRADUATE REPRESENTATIVES
MAJOR REPRESENTATIVES
AE: Ganesh Nair, Adam Weiss
ARCHITECTURE: Miguel Arias,

Jason Kuykendall
AT-LARGE: Justin Nguyen, Le
Garen Toomer, Ross Tyner
ATHLETIC ASSOC.: Dalton
Hedberg, Will Woodworth
BIOL: Alex MacDonell
BME: John Dimotakis, Philip
Trusty
CHBE: Jina Kang
CHEM: Brenda Morales
CE: Priya Taparia
CS: Victoria Au, Jacob Paul
COOP, Fall : Ryan Leary
COOP, Spring: Sunny Shah
EAS: James Hite
ECON: Nupur Patel
ECE: Vineeth Chander, Parker
Hancock, Stan Komsky
HTS: Jourdan Oldstein-Read
ISyE: Roshan Chandiramani,

Raphael Rose
INTA: Sean Wilson
LCC: Christopher Cassidy
MGT: Corey Boone, Chris McHargue, Andrew Williams
MSE: David Soracco
MATH: (Vacant position)
ME: Sahil Kumar Batta, Chet
Campbell, Charles Shoemaker, Tyler Jackson
MODLANG: Lauren Wildschut
PHYS: Will Boyd
PTFE: Anne Campeau
PSYC: Mansi Raval
PUBP: Kristie Champlin

Sophomore Class: Nancy Bota,
Paige Cruver, Carlos D’Almeida

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES

VP Campus Organizations:
Azhar Mithaiwala

Freshman President: Travis
Horsley
Freshman Class: Daniel Nussenbaum, Michael Paravati,
Michael Reynolds
Sophomore President: BrianPaul Gude

GRADUATE VICE PRESIDENT
Linda Harley

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

MAJOR REPRESENTATIVES

Junior President: Andy Jones

Academic Aﬀairs: Corey
Boone

BME: Brock Wester, William
Wan

Junior Class: Samar Al-Kawas,
Christopher Herron

Athletic & Rec Services:
Charles Shoemaker

CHEME: Janna Blum, Richard
Moore

Senior President: Charlene
D’Souza

Campus Services: Ashish
Katariya

CHEM: Anthony Baldridge,

Senior Class: Aayush Daftari,
Rishabh Singhania, Varun
Prasad

Cultural Aﬀairs: Tim Tam

CRP: Justin Chapman, Baruch

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Internal Development: Parker
Hancock

Chief of Staﬀ: George Ray
VP Administrative Aﬀairs:
Alina Staskevicius
VP Campus Aﬀairs: Robert
McEntyre

VP Finance: Austin Rahn
Director of Communications:
Brian Tyson
Institute-Wide Committee
Chair: Kristie Champlin

Nicholas Haase, Woody Kathy

Information Technology: Juan
Villa

Parking, Transportation &
Facilities: Jason Middleton
Planning & Development:
Jimmy Williams
Public Relations: Amrit
Bhavinani
Student Lobby Board: Travis
Horsely
FreShGA Advisors: Denise
Bringslid, Tyler Grubbs, Katherine Joy, Katie Maxwell, John
Semmens

Feigenbaum
CE: Punita Anand, Gretchen
Goldman
EAS: Peter Leech
ECON: Yi Yang
ECE: Vandana Mohan, Yiran
Yuan
ISyE: Visharad Mohan, Yiran
Yuan
INTA: Kathryn Pratt
MGT: Andrew Shulman
MSE: Christopher Neel
MATH: Mitch Keller, Rebecca
Winarski
ME: Vigneshwar Kalyanasun

MUSIC: Jan Oliver
PSYC: Katherine Schnure
PUBP: Patrick McKeon
MEMBERS AT LARGE
Carl Yerger, Brant Callaway,
Charlie Moseley, Matthew
Roe, Emily Lantrip, Evan McClain, Michael Ellis
EXECUTIVE BOARD
VP Campus Organizations:
Azhar Mithaiwala
VP Finance: Austin Rahn
Joint IT Chair: Juan Villa
GRADUATE JUDICIAL
CABINET
Chief Justice: Craig Sloane
Justices: Esfandiar Bakhtiar,
Anuj Madan, Mike Miller,
Stephen He

sliver

www.nique.net

she ain’t worth a second of yor time
i drunkenly hooked up with you and now i can’t stop thinking
about you. am i stupid?
Malhotra is just sour about tech because she couldn’t get any in
a 70% male school
Andrea is an exception to the rule for the health center, the health
center is terrible and now its even harder to get poor quality help
scrotum
vote right, vote white
NObama ‘08
Why are there so many liberals in college? You know you’re just
going to end up voting for McCain anyway
Obama is overrated...
“Will Clit Chain please report to the circulation desk?”
When did laptops become REQUIRED on campus?!?!?
Go UGA!!!! Tech sucks!!!!!!!
To Ian: YOU SUCK.
How can you read slivers before they are posted?
ISATRAP!!!!!!!!!!!
willy. stop lurking
What is the essence of a sliver?
It’s Friday!!! ... Syke!
Ladies, please don’t just blow me off or ignore me because i’m not
a frat-boy who wears rediculous-looking clothes and wear greek
letters everyday...
Ladies, i hope you realize guys join frats just so they don’t have
to be a man and ask you out, rather get drunk at a party and hit
on you...
i’ll stop staring when you’re less hot!
Most girls here are very nice but the few that are tech bitches...
damn can’t wait to see how you turn out after college.
“Yields false if preceded by its own quotation.” Yields false if preceded by its own quotation.
this sliver is false.
Play the hound out of that, Carter, or Bachrach will come for you
in your sleep...
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Tech begins organizing an emergency response team
By William Brawley
Assistant News Editor

Come to the Photo staﬀ meetings ... Thursday at 6
p.m. in Room 137 of the Flag Building

Tech is receiving two updates
to its efforts to ensure the health
and safety of campus. The first
is that the Office of Emergency
Preparedness has partnered with
the Atlanta Citizens Emergency
Response Team to form a new
volunteer program on campus
for all students, faculty and staff
called the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT). Tech
is also receiving a new crime preparedness officer (CPO), whose
job it is to enhance community
safety and provide prevention of
criminal activity.
Ian Mayberry is replacing
Grant Hawkins, who served as the
previous CPO. The CPO has the
task of organizing health and safety events on campus and works to
educate on the issues of personal

safety, sexual assault, theft and
crime prevention.
“Instead of being after the fact,
I want to try to prevent crimes. It’s
better than saying ‘I’m sorry’ to a
victim,” Mayberry said.
Mayberry will also work closely with the Atlanta Police Department to monitor criminal activity, especially in the areas around
campus.
As the CPO, Mayberry will
undergo training certification for
the CERT and integrate some of
his duties with the newly formed
program.
Tech’s CERT is part of a
larger nationally sponsored government program called Citizen
Core formed as part of a presidential directive in response to events
such as Sept. 11 and Hurricane
Katrina.
The volunteer-based program

is multi-faceted, with its main
focus on emergency and disaster
response and relief efforts. Volunteers must undergo a five-class
training course to become certified CERT members. Once certified, members would be able to
improve disaster readiness, conduct disaster damage assessment,
teach fire safety, perform light
search and rescue operations and
various forms of light medical
treatments.
“We’ve been trying to do this
for a year, but couldn’t get the
training organized,” said Jennifer
Mattingly, emergency preparedness coordinator. “We want to
have about 30 people.”
According to Mattingly, once
the Tech team has enough members, they would eventually be
See CERT, page 6

By Sierra Schmidt / Student Publications

Ian Mayberry, the new crime prevention ofﬁcer (CPO), is Tech’s
ﬁfth CPO in 15 years and replaces the former CPO, Grant Hawkins.

Students help others get registered to vote
By Kaitlin Goodrich
Staﬀ Writer

Students with clipboards in
hand were all over the Student
Center this Monday through
Thursday encouraging passersby
to register to vote as part of a campus wide voter registration drive.
The voter registration drive was a
joint effort from all of the Greek
councils and was hosted by Sigma
Beta Rho, Alpha Phi Alpha, Alpha
Kappa Alpha and Delta Upsilon.
At the voter registration drive,
students, even those from out of
state or out of county, can register to vote in the Student Center
come November using their Tech
mailbox address. Students who
have never registered before are
especially encouraged to sign up,
but even students who had previously registered in their home
county or who had signed up for
an absentee ballot can fill out a
change of address form and vote
at Tech.
Sigma Beta Rho and Alpha
Kappa Alpha hosted the voter
registration drive last year before
Super Tuesday, and they decided
to hold another drive this year for
the election. The other organizations joined in an effort to multiply the effect of the drive on
campus. “We realized last year
that a lot of people at Tech weren’t
registered, and we figured that a
large scale effort would be the
best way to make sure everyone
on campus could vote,” said Arun
Duraiswamy, third-year BMED
major and member of Sigma Beta
Rho.
SGA is also involved in the effort to register students to vote.
The SGA will be manning a table
outside Bobby Dodd Stadium before the game against Mississippi
State on Saturday. They are also
trying to raise awareness about the

By Zach Kraus / Student Publications

A member of Sigma Beta Rho hands out voter registration forms. Fraternity members, College Democrats, College Republicans and members of the SGA all active in the getting out the message to vote.
issues and advertising the drives
preceding the election.
Other drives are being held
independently both by College
Republicans and College Democrats. Tabling by the College Republicans focuses both on voter
registration and recruiting new
members to join College Republicans, while College Democrats
were previously focusing more on
simply encouraging voter registration.
The
College
Democrats
are planning on tabling every
Wednesday and Thursday in the
Student Center until the last week
of the registration period, when
they will table every day. College Republicans plan to table on
Skiles as often as possible until

the election. College Democrats
also have named dorm captains
in each dorm who will have signs
on their doors saying that they are
available to talk about the election
and give out registration materials
to anyone interested.
Both organizations encourage
everyone to vote regardless of political party. “While our focus is,
of course, specifically to encourage Republicans to support our
candidate and vote Republican, as
Americans, we hope that everyone
will participate in the election,
Republican or not,” said Jason
Middleton, president of College
Republicans.
“We’re really just hoping to get
more young people voting… this
is the time for young people to

really decide what they think for
themselves about the issues and
not just vote for a party because
their parents did. Our goal is to
cross party lines and really get
everybody participating in the
election,” said Jillian Gold, public relations director for College
Democrats.
The goal of the voter registration drives is to get everyone on
campus who is eligible to vote,
registered and prepared to cast
their vote come Nov. 4.
“A lot of students at Tech are
either unaware of how the election
process works or apathetic, but we
hope that this drive will get people
excited and voting,” said Sid Roy,
fifth-year BMED and member of
Sigma Beta Rho.

CERT

from page 5

able to have in-house training.
The organization would receive
training from groups like City of
Atlanta Fire Department, Atlanta
Police Department and other city
emergency services.
In addition to being prepared
to respond to an emergency,
Tech’s CERT team would be able
to provide other services to the
Tech community. These include
conducting drills, providing first
aid at campus events and providing other forms of community
outreach and training on health
and safety issues.
Furthermore, the training a
student or faculty member receives
as part of Tech’s CERT team will
also be recognized nationwide. An
individual doesn’t have to join the
Tech’s CERT team to complete
the training and is able to join a
CERT team in another community.
Mattingly described how many
CERT teams around the nation
were a major part of the emergency
response to Katrina, and with the
help of CERT, many people did
not have to rely on first responders. “It’s easy to use [CERTs] when
they are already on the scene,”
Mattingly said.
There are other universities
forming their own CERT organizations across the nation. According to Mattingly, Tech is the first
university in the state to attempt
to form a CERT team that she is
aware of. The University of Georgia is said to be waiting to see how
the formation of a CERT team at
Tech goes before forming their
own.
“If the first training [session] is
successful, then we hope to offer
one each fall and spring semester,”
Mattingly said. “We want everyone involved: students, faculty
and staff.” The first training class
is Oct. 2 at 5:30 p.m.

NEWS

Search

from page 1

ing to Potts, the Board of Regents
will make their final decision in
March 2009.
Students attending the meeting
explained the characteristicsc they
wanted to see in the new president. These included proactively
communicating with the student
body and continuing the drive
for students to gain international
experience. Students also told the
committee members that they
were interested in a president who
would be committed to bringing
Tech to the next level.
“A description from... =one of
the deans or one of the department heads...called [Tech] a fast
follower, as opposed to a leader,
and the next president needs to
move [Tech] to being a leader,”
Potts said.
According to Funk, the search
committee will be looking at a
wide range of candidates. Besides
those in academia, they will also
look for people in the areas of
business, philanthropy and government service. The committee
is also weighing the candidates’
experience with large budgets,
exposure to intercollegiate athletics, aptitude for fundraising, skills
to effectively lobby the legislature
and ability to work efficiently with
the other universities.

Obituary

Zachary Wansley, fourth-year CE
major, passed away Sept. 13 while
he was on a 20-mile training run in
Cochran Mill Park in South Fulton
County for the Thanksgiving Day
Marathon. He was an avid runner
who enjoyed outdoor adventure
and conserving the environment.
He grew up running through Cochran Mill Park and was planning
to buy an acre in the park. Wansley
is survived by a brother, his parents
and grandparents.

Permits
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Rising gas prices have also indirectly added to the increase in
parking permit costs. “Parking
[permit] costs are more related
to the cost of doing business,”
said Lance Lunsway, director of
Parking and Transportation. “It
has more to do with building the
structures, the maintenance costs
and because [we] contract out.”
The businesses that built Tech’s
parking decks have had to raise
their own prices in the past due
to the increased costs in materials like steel, fuel, equipment and
labor.
“Gas prices have a more direct
impact on the people who drive
than [parking permits] do,” Lunsway said.
Students at university campuses across the U.S. are not faring any differently when it comes
to purchasing space to park. Residents at UCLA pay about $475
a semester to keep their cars on
campus, while Boston University
on-campus residents pay a grand
total of $1,087.80 annually. Students at Emory University pay
$654 for an annual parking pass,
and Georgia State University collects $85 per month from its loft
residents.
According to data obtained
from Parking and Transportation,
Tech’s parking permit cost ranks
in the lower third compared to
its peer institutions. It is also the
second cheapest parking permit
found in Midtown, only losing
out to the cost of permits offered
by Georgia Power.
Many universities offer a reduced parking permit rate for
students who carpool or drive
more eco-friendly cars, further
benefiting campus residents who
choose to live by this “green initiative”. Annual or semester parking prices are significantly lower
for these drivers, sometimes as

By Ben Keyserling / Student Publications

Parking decks can cost up to 10 times more than a surface parking lots, but the limited space around
Tech’s campus has ruled out the building of more surface lots to increase available parking spaces.
much as $100 or more than regularly zoned parking spaces. Tech
is considering the possibility of
charging a monthly or per semester fee for some spaces if there is a
proven demand.
“We want to find ways [for
students] to get around without a
vehicle and do it safely,” Lunsway
said. “Our campus parking plan
just kicked off last month. [In the
meantime], we’re meeting with
some student leaders to interact
with visions and what the quality [of parking] should be in ten,
twenty years.”
Students are constantly finding
new methods of transportation. “A
few years ago, I thought we’d see
a lot of Segways,” Lunsway said.
“Instead, we’re seeing a lot more of
bike and moped use.” These alternative modes of transportation are

causing Parking and Transportation to consider new regulations
for these vehicles to keep Tech
students safe.
One of these potential regulations includes treating mopeds
more like motorcycles. This would
require the creation of new parking spaces and the necessity for
these owners to purchase a parking permit for their vehicles.
As Tech plans on moving more
parking to the outskirts of campus, Lunsway said there is a higher likelihood that Parking and
Transportation will build parking decks instead of surface lots.
Parking decks are more expensive
to create, and Lunsway believes
parking permit prices will continue to rise as a result.
Student parking passes are
good for one year and can be pur-

chased through the Department
of Parking and Transportation.
First-semester students cannot
purchase parking permits, another result of Tech’s limited parking.
However, with Parking’s potential
new plans, more parking opportunities for underclassmen may arise
in the future.
Local campuses like Emory
and GSU are also accessible by
MARTA if parking is unavailable. By calling 404-727-PARK,
students are provided with maps
and directions to Emory parking,
while GSU’s Parking and Transportation Services can be contacted at 404-413-9500. Parking
decks are also available for visitors, like in Tech Square behind
the Tech Hotel and the Student
Center Visitor Lot adjacent to the
Student Center.
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this sliver is false.
Play the hound out of that, Carter, or Bachrach will come for you
in your sleep...
To all the girls who don’t like guys who aren’t in a frat...GET
OVER YOURSELF!!! you’re missing some good guys...
Gasp!!! Now there’s TWO girls in GT Off-road!?!?!
The brake-dancing Off-road car is now a convertible! Huzzah!
Sunday I got my butt roasted at a BBQ. Does that make me special?
I like shiny things!!!!1!1one
GT Off-road: 2 Girls; 1 Car
Sliver me timbers!
tindrum worker, you are a manipulative home-wrecker, you have
no place in our house
PBR > Miller Light
alex thinks about space too much
we should get a shar-pei
shar-peis have extra EVERYTHING!
if you fold up a tortilla shell and take bites and unfold you can
make a snowﬂake
Attn: Two young charming men in need of cuddle buddies,
women only. Apply at NAW. kthxbai.
Don’t ask don’t tell party this week!!!!
Is this free bid giveaway still going on at Beta?
elephant walk @ beta, monday at 12:30
Beta - we got a jumper!
N.S., this is just the beginning...
Join GT Salsa Club!....We had almost 400 people at our part...
how awesome is that?
Freshman guys have the kahunas, 90% of the time we just don’t
want to talk to you.
I HATE every construction worker outside my window!
NEWSFLASH: NAE Construction leads to student insanity...
NAA staff, I WANT MY MONEY BACK!
someone is embezzling money from GT Parking, why else would
they parking rates so high??!?!?!?!
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LET THERE BE ROCK BAND 2
By Andrew Ho
Contributing Writer

Photo by Blake Israel / Student Publications

Kyra Key, 2nd-year ME major, rocks out on
bass guitar to Bon Jovi’s “Livin’ on a Prayer.”

The seemingly flimsy, plastic guitar controller should be quite familiar to
most people these days who are acquainted with the concept of television, and
the formula of rocking out on your TV just gets better with Harmonix’s latest,
Rock Band 2.
For those who may not be familiar with the genre in question, goodness forbid,
rhythm games made a particularly big splash in today’s culture with the advent of
Guitar Hero just a scant three years ago. Since then, fans and beginners have had more
and more songs and ways to bring out their inner rock star, culminating in the Rock
Band series, which incorporates a microphone for vocals, a drum set and a bass
track in addition to the guitar controller, ending up with one of the best games you
could find at a party (unless Twister or Pictionary is your thing).
To be fair though, Rock Band 2 doesn’t do much to revolutionize or change the
formula its predecessor set, but adds a good bit of polish and functionality, as well
as a truckload of new songs to jam to. The set list is quite impressive and varies with
classics ranging from the 1960’s and 1970’s with The Who and Fleetwood Mac, up
to the 1990’s and beyond with garage and grunge music from Red Hot Chili Peppers
and Beastie Boys. A good injection of heavy metal and pop music comes next with
Megadeth, Metallica, Modest Mouse and the like. As if this wasn’t enough, you can
import all the songs from the first Rock Band game and any songs you downloaded
from Xbox Live, bringing the grand total up past a whopping 300 songs to shuﬄe
through.
There is plenty more for players to eagerly sink their teeth into, as not only have the
tracks from Rock Band been tuned up slightly, the new tracks have plenty to offer as
well. The guitar tracks range from easy-going for beginners, right up to blister-inducing
for those diehards who’d complained that guitar tracks from Rock Band were too easy.
There’s now a ‘Drum Trainer’ mode as well for those upcoming drummers to practice
their beats and fills, and the vocals are devoid of the minute yells and shouts that could
make or break a band.
While the graphics remain generally the same, filters and effects have been added
to make each performance play out like a music video, and the number of venues
to play at have been upped, with places like Beijing and Istanbul to tour. Avatar
customization has also been tweaked nicely, allowing me to get my mohawked,
Viking-esque guitarist on the stage and playing within minutes.
Speaking of worldwide locations, the long-awaited feature of allowing players to play in the ‘World Tour’ mode together through Xbox Live has been added,
allowing bands to play their way across the world while unlocking rides, staff and
venues, and taking steps towards international fame. Another step up from the previous title is the inclusion of “Challenge Mode” and “Battle of the Bands,” modes which
allow players to truly test their skills, or simply have fun, depending on their mood.
As of this time, I have yet to play with the new instruments that were bundled with
the special edition, but the improvements they’ve made are certainly worth looking into
when they’re sold separately later on. While turning up the sound on your TV is bound
to annoy your neighbors with your jam session (as you should do, of course), it’s equally
advised to invite them in for a game or two. Even without any leaps and bounds made into
the rhythm game genre, Rock Band 2 is undoubtedly on top of the game when it comes to
getting the party started.

Abrams’ Fringe provides edgy, supernatural thrills
By Philip Tharp
Senior Staﬀ Writer

The two-hour pilot of
Fringe managed to hold my
interest throughout despite its
slightly hackneyed script and
somewhat bland acting.
Co-creator J.J. Abrams
grabbed my attention with Lost
four years ago, and although
his new venture in television
isn’t nearly as exciting, Fringe
presents some cool ideas and
shows definite promise for the
forthcoming season.
The creators reportedly had
$10 million to work on the pilot episode, making it the most
expensive pilot in television
history, and it shows through
creative special effects and
large production sets. The scifi/mystery television show is

often reminiscent of The X-Files,
with a dash of mystery à la Lost,
and it appears as though it will reveal its plot through the serialization style that has regained popularity in recent years (starting with
Lost and revisited by Heroes).
Without careful inspection,
the opening of the first episode appears as though it is taken straight
from Lost, as an airplane jolts
back and forth through heavy turbulence. However, before you instantly discount the show because
Lost never interested you, or fall
in love with it because you need
something to replace Lost until
the next season starts back up in
January, Fringe quickly separates
itself from the island drama and
ventures into new territory.
The show continues as a man
on the airplane unleashes some
sort of rapidly-infecting, tissue-

degrading disease, killing everyone on the plane and leaving
only bones covered by a thin
layer of skin. The FBI are soon
on the scene and the story introduces its main character, Olivia Dunham (Anna Torv, uninspired and somewhat forced).
The audience learns that she is in
a secret relationship with fellow
agent John Scott (Mark Valley,
clichéd).
It isn’t long before the action
kicks in and the two lovers are
sent to investigate a potential
suspect. In pursuit of the mysterious suspect, Agent Scott falls
victim to chemical components
of the bioterrorism weapon introduced on the plane. However, doctors retard the advancement of the disease, and the task
See Fringe, page 21

Image Courtesy of Fox Broadcasting Network

Joshua Jackson plays a doctor’s genius son (with an I.Q. of 190)
in J.J. Abrams (creator of Lost) latest sci-fi thriller, Fringe.
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BUZZworthy

Our most entertaining picks for your week

DVD: Risky Business: 25th Anniversary
Edition
It’s been too long since you’ve seen Tom
Cruise dance around in his underwear, and
Warner Brothers knows it. To remedy this
problem, WB has re-released this little gem to
celebrate the 25th anniversary of its original
release. For those unfamiliar with this eighties
classic, important plot aspects include a
Porsche, Princeton and prostitution. DVD
features include:
commentary with
Cruise, director Paul
Brickman and
producer Jon
Avnet; a
retrospective;
original screen
tests and the
director’s cut of
the ﬁnal scene.
.
arner Bros
Image Co

ur tesy of

W

TV: House
Everyone’s favorite cynical and canedependent doctor is back for a new
season. Tuesday, Sept. 16, marked the
beginning of the ﬁfth season of this
medical drama. Tensions have never
been higher between Wilson and
House due to Amber’s death. You can
catch House on Fox every Tuesday at
8 p.m.

Image Courtesy of DreamWorks Pictures

Movie: Ghost Town
Ricky Gervais has been kind to television. This witty Brit is the creator of The
Oﬃce as well as Extras. So what is this funny man up to now? Starring in a new
comedy where he can see ghosts after he has died and been brought back to
life, that’s what! David Koepp, director of suspense ﬂicks Stir of Echoes and
Secret Window, takes the helm in this quirky comedy. Starring alongside Gervais
are Greg Kinnear and Tea Leoni. Ghost Town opens everywhere today, so head
to the nearest theatre.

Album: Peter
Bjorn and John’s
Seaside Rock
Remember that
incredibly catchy
song with all the
whistling that was
in all those
commercials and
the movie 21?
Well, that song is
called “Young
Folks,” and the
band is Peter
Bjorn and John.
Image Courtesy of Almost Gold
Their 2006 album
Writer’s Block was heralded by critics and won over many new fans thanks to the
band’s pretty pop sensibilities. Catch their new album, Seaside Rock, this Sept. 23.
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I feel that this banging and shaking is work that could have been
done after 10:30 yesterday, when there was no work being done.
I feel that this was work that could have waited until next summer.
I feel like this was not the most urgent work that had to be done
immediately.
I feel the ground shaking.
I feel that these aren’t “hand chisels”
I’m putting in a housing request to stop all this noise.
A brick just shattered my window. I’m going to go sleep in the
MLR.
The noise is SO loud that people in ALASKA called to tell them
to STFU!
Will you just do the dishes already this is rediculous
I love you more then you love me.....sad
its always good to see old friends again, except when they are still
unavailable
i hope i see you again...
DCM is the son of Admirals; Nephew of Neptune.
“No! She ate my pancakes! This relationship is over!”
DCM’s poop is used as currency in Argentina
“All she wants to do is have sex! I’m not sure I’m interested.”
Return the Haitian and nothing immoral will happen to the persian rug. don’t test us.
To guy with the PBF Anti-Skub shirt: Watch your back...
I am in love with you...even if you’re going to leave me in the
woods.
sorry no dillon references last week
frat castles are da bomb
his middle name is hot sauce
You always left me smiling and satisfied . . . TTWS
Correction: TWSS
gary and dillon loving it up in rm 10
why is garys door always locked? just ask dillon
Palin is dropping bombs like a B-52
jake is a closet emo who thinks too much about life

Image Courtesy of Fox Broadcasting Network

Game: Star Wars: The Force Unleashed
The Star Wars video game franchise is, let’s say, inconsistent. Though some games
are worthy of the Jedi (Knights of the Old Republic), others belong in the depths of
Dagobah. The Force Unleashed is the newest installment to the series, and
attention is ﬁnally
given to an aspect of
the Star Wars
universe that has
been inexplicably
glossed over in most
games. Controlling
the Force is
absolutely something
gamers want, and
hopefully this game
will deliver. Star Wars:
The Force Unleashed
Image Courtesy of LucasArts
was released Sept. 16.
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Square Enix’s Infinite Undiscovery falls short of expectations

By Kristin Hanson
Contributing Writer

Finally, Microsoft has heard
the call from gamers everywhere
for the Xbox 360 to become a
more RPG-friendly console.
With very few games of this
genre on the Xbox 360, the recently released Japanese RPG Infinite Undiscovery from Square
Enix was highly anticipated.

While the game hits some high
points, it is obvious that Microsoft
hasn’t raised the bar quite yet for
the new generation consoles.
Infinite Undiscovery, at a
glance, is a beautifully crafted
world with engaging character
development and a fast paced,
real-time battle system that keeps
players on their toes.
While fans of the classic Final
Fantasy RPG and the like might

through dungeons are important
aspects. However, Infinite Undiscovery has several flaws that,
at times, make this gameplay less
than enjoyable.
When given a mission with
vague location descriptions coupled with a large world map, it
can get discouraging retracing the
same paths looking for the nook
or cranny you need.
The battle system, since it is in
real-time, utilizes artificial intelligence for your other party members, which can get frustrating.
If Capell dies, then the player
has no control over what the
other party members do and has
to watch how the battle pans out
without being able to access the
menu or issue orders.
Even when he is still alive,
opening the menu during a battle
does not pause the action, so you
had better be quick about it.
RPGs are historically known
for their lengthy playtime and
long, elaborate cut-scenes. Infinite
Undiscovery has the cut-scenes,
but only takes around 20 hours
to play through including side
quests.
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why is garys door always locked? just ask dillon
Palin is dropping bombs like a B-52
jake is a closet emo who thinks too much about life
dillon, the doctor called. Your test results are in . . turns out your
gay.
clint is faking . . . he just likes candy.
Dear clint, sometimes relationships are nashty.
GOT EM!
dillon, your knee is fine.
Burnouts, firearms, football and cheeseburgers . . . God Bless
America!
Audit GT Parking!!! Audit! Audit! Audit! Audit!
help me . . i’m melting in rm 8
turtles have a large body and small head
experience vs inexperience. Election 2008
basketball
sad day when freakin cop # 171091 doesnt stop for you in the
crosswalk
the girl in the Secret underarm deoderant commercials is SO
annoying,,,and such a skank.
Is it bad that I read the slivers just to see if anyone has written
about me?
free noise maker???...i was fine when my wednesdays weren’t
wacky
get silLEIGH
nashty
the career fair team was HOT!
Dollar Sixty-Five is the coolest house on campus.
Construction is done! Now I don’t have to walk by Chi Phi anymore!
4-square at the Campanille: 4:30 Tues., be there or be... square.
Sailing Team has our first regatta this w/e in Tampa!
The SugarfreeSailor is available... ladies?
Congrats Max on being old enough to sail hungover. (FBGP)
F.B.G.P.
My life is a string of T.F.M.s
We want Cody to punt!
Bryson has scored our opponents only points this year!
Just because an older student was your FASET leader, doesn’t
mean you can’t hook up with them.
Thank a FASET Leader... in anyway you can come up with.
I wish I had Type I Diabetes!
The New FC Class Rocks
Career fair in the CRC...no nerds allowed
Hey girl down the hall! NAE 9th floor! We want our olive oil
back!!!
I secretly have a stash of Peters Parking gates in my dungeoun.
You can’t have them back.
Room 24: Shacker Sanctuary
Sailors know the motion of the ocean, and we can emulate
Let’s go to Blacksburg and come back with a roast bird!
It’s hot because I don’t have an ‘off’ switch.
You were normal yesterday!
According to Connor, our dragon eats pledges in our chapter
room.
ID 2202 = learning to sleep in awkward positions

The depth of a truly excellent
RPG is difficult to obtain in that
relatively short amount of time,
and Infinite Undiscovery is no exception.
The time-consuming part of
the game is that the save points
are spaced out in such a way that
the “game over” screen may elicit a
feeling of despair when you realize
how long it’s been since you were
last able to save.
With Tri-Ace as the game developer, the lack of depth in the
storyline is quite disappointing,
since this is the company that developed Star Ocean, a gem among
RPGs.
Square Enix, who released Infinite Undiscovery for the Xbox
360, is extremely well-respected
and well-known in the RPG community. This game had great potential to influence the genre, but
unfortunately, that potential was
never quite fulfilled.
While still a fun play, Infinite
Undiscovery may leave many
gamers wanting more innovation
from Microsoft than the company
seems able to give them at this
point in time.

Come to our weekly meeting Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m. in room137 of the Student
Services building and eat free pizza.

Image Courtesy of Square Enix

Square Enix’s new release Infinite Undiscovery is a beautiful game
though somewhat lacking in innovation and gaming substance.

shun the real-time approach of the
game, where battles and situations
change in response to the player’s
choices, it is an evolution in RPGs
that many find unique and entertaining.
The world of Infinite Undiscovery is based upon certain humans
having the ability to use magic,
due to the moon phase they were
born under. One group, called the
Order of the Chains, seeks to disrupt this flow of magic by chaining the moon to the earth, sending them on a collision course. A
man named Sigmund the Liberator is the people’s only hope.
The main character of the
game, Capell, gets tossed into this
mess when he is mistakenly confused for Sigmund the Liberator
due to their mysterious identical
appearance.
It is the player’s mission to explore the world with Capell and
his allies in order to destroy various chains and help out your fellow citizens. The likeable and humorous characters make for some
good dialogue along the way.
Like all other RPGs, exploring
the world and fighting your way
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Strong performances save slow Kill
Release Date: Sept. 12, 2008
DiRectoR: Jon Avnet
GenRe: Crime, drama, mystery
RatinG: R for violence, perva-

sive language, some sexuality
and brief drug use
staRRinG: Al Pacino, Robert De
Niro
Our take: «««««
By Kenny Philips
Staﬀ Writer

Robert De Niro and Al Pacino
share the screen in Righteous Kill
(this season’s serial crime thriller)
as partnered New York City police
detectives.
Thrown into a new serial murderer’s killing spree, which eerily
mirrors the detectives’ personal
ideals, the two partners have to
find the man behind the crime.
The film showcases the attitudes of Turk (De Niro) and
Rooster (Pacino) as extremely
tough NYPD detectives walking
the usual beat they’ve been on for
years: taking care of the challenging crimes with guns, gusto, and
investigation.
That is, until a new serial poem
vigilante suddenly appears and
kills criminals that have escaped
through the cracks of the law.
Under psychiatric evaluation for a
shoot-out that occurred before the
appearance of this killer, the two

Image Courtesy of Overture Films

Robert De Niro and Al Pacino, NYPD partners, investigate a
crime scene in Jon Avnet’s latest crime ﬂick, Righteous Kill.
detectives take the case and lead
their team.
The young Detective Perez
(John Leguizamo) and Detective
Riley (Donnie Wahlburg) begin
to suspect Turk as the vigilante
killer.
Everything has been supplied
to make this movie the greatest
in the post-summer film season;
however as a serial crime thriller,
the film just doesn’t perform well.
The only “action” in the film
is De Niro hard-loving his coroner girlfriend (played by Carla
Gugino) and a few bullets to the
heads and chests of a select sample
of criminals. It’s not enough to get
the blood pumping.
The suspense is clearly lacking serious direction. Without
the necessary suspense, the movie
doesn’t deliver as it should and the
inability to move you to the edge

of your seat cripples the surprise
intended in the conclusion.
On the positive side, the acting
is astounding and the setting provides the right mood to place an
essential atmosphere in the minds
of the viewers.
Jon Avnet does a fantastic job
directing lighting and camera
work; everything that sets films
apart from written works is accomplished with the utmost confidence and talent.
Frankly, Righteous Kill reaches its intended effect by putting
De Niro and Pacino together for
an entire movie. They have a great
supporting cast, but they still run
the show.
I would recommend any fan of
either actor to head to the theater
immediately, but I caution you
not to expect a climactic thriller
with a tour de force ending.
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Fringe

from page 17

of saving the seemingly doomed
agent rests on Olivia’s shoulders.
Olivia needs the help of Dr.
Walter Bishop (John Noble, wellcast although slightly over-thetop), who remains in a mental institution after admittance 17 years
before.
Visitation rights are only allowed to immediate family, and as
a result, Olivia seeks the help of
Dr. Bishop’s only remaining family, his genius son Peter (Joshua
Jackson, fits well in the role). Peter
is using his mental facility to make
money in Iraq and is reluctant to
return home. However, with a little threatening, Olivia convinces
Peter to release his father, and the
investigation delves further into
the strange and unknown.
Commissioned by the United
States military in the seventies,
Dr. Bishop was a leading scientist in the area of “fringe” science
(or
pseudoscience),
per for m i ng
research on
a variety of
pa ra norma l
subjects, including teleportation,
telepathy and
other science
fiction mysteries.
Dr.
Bishop plans
to use his
k nowledge
and prior re-

search to help save Agent Scott.
Meanwhile the viewers are introduced to a mysterious corporation
named Massive Dynamic and
learn of a disturbing trend in paranormal activity, simply referred to
as “the pattern.”
The most promising aspects of
the show are the numerous possibilities for the plot to interweave
strange phenomena with a mythology that constantly keeps the
viewer guessing.
However, the bulk of the drama revolves around actress Torv,
and her capability to carry a series
of this magnitude is highly questionable.
Joshua Jackson, the only familiar face in the show, provides some
help, but the pilot would have
fared better had the story focused
on him as the central character.
I have high hopes for the subsequent episodes, and the final scene
of the pilot episode left me wanting more, even though it ended
in a manner reminiscent of those
edge-of-your-seat Lost episodes.

Image Courtesy of Fox Broadcasting Netwok
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Coen brothers’ Burn After Reading revels in ridiculousness
Release Date: Sept. 12, 2008
Director: Joel and Ethan Coen
Genre: Crime/Comedy
Rating: Rated R for pervasive

language, some sexual content
and violence
Starring: George Clooney,
Brad Pitt, Frances McDormand
and John Malkovich
Our take: «««« «
By Jennifer Aldoretta
Assistant Entertainment Editor

Last Friday, Joel and Ethan
Coen released their latest soonto-be hit, Burn After Reading.
The film showcases such talents as
George Clooney, Brad Pitt, Tilda
Swinton and Frances McDormand.
After the Coens’ Oscar winner,
No Country for Old Men, Burn
After Reading was undoubtedly
anticipated by Coen fans and critics alike.
The film follows two Hardbodies fitness center employees, Linda
Litzke (McDormand) and Chad
Feldheimer (Pitt), who find themselves in way over their heads after
discovering a CD in the gym locker room that contains the memoirs
of former CIA agent Osborne Cox
(played by John Malkovich).
A completely ridiculous series
of events ensues as a result of this
discovery, and every event thereaf-

ter is blown way out of proportion
and makes very little comprehensible sense.
Litzke and Feldheimer seem to
have absolutely no clue what the
hell is going on for most of the
film and find themselves breaking and entering, talking to the
Russian Embassy, calling strangers in the middle of the night and
becoming romantically involved
with cheating scum (who are incidentally cheating on their cheating scum).
Although this new film is certainly far more light-hearted than
No Country, it will not disappoint
the viewer by any means.
With a cast filled with such
highly-respected actors and actresses, it comes as no surprise
that the performances are well
above par. While all characters
were played quite well, it must be
said that Pitt is by far the most entertaining in the film.
He is the perfect stereotype of
a personal trainer—overwhelmingly upbeat and chipper with less
than half a brain in his head. And
unlike nearly every other character in the film, most of whom fall
into the cheating-scum-cheatingon-their-cheating-scum category,
Feldheimer is actually a decent
human being.
Pitt seems so natural in this
goofy role that seeing his character wearing a suit in a few scenes
feels uncomfortably unnatural.
Burn After Reading is fueled

Image Courtesy of Focus Features

by greed, infidelity and paranoia.
Despite this, it is unbelievably
funny, and even more so in retrospect.
As is typical with Coen films,
the writing and directing are both
very pervasive. The close-up shots,
the distinct camera angles and the
dark comedy all point to Joel and
Ethan Coen, and the common
Coen theme of a seemingly simple

criminal act going horribly awry
holds strong.
While Burn After Reading is a
great film, it is also a double-edged
sword. The utter confusion and
ridiculousness is one of its most
obvious strengths but also the
biggest flaw. At times, the writing
is so out of control and the characters appear to be so out of the
loop that nothing seems to really

happen. These occurrences provide a whole lot of nobody-knowswhat-the-hell-is-going-on and not
enough plot development.
But don’t let my slight naysaying keep you from the theatre.
Any fan of the Coen legacy will
be sure to enjoy Burn After Reading. Its kooky characters and silly
situations will be sure to grip your
attention from beginning to end.
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Theme Crossword: Misanthropy
By Robert Zimmerman
United Features Syndicate

ACROSS
1. Cogito ergo —
4. Meat-stock jelly
9. Imperial
14. City in India
19. — de coeur
20. Early sci-fi writer
21. City in the Mohawk
Valley
22. Great epic
23. Tanker’s load
24. Start of a quip by Roseanne Barr: 4 wds.
27. Country’s — Tucker
29. Sycophant
30. Freeloader
31. Pickled fish
32. West End
playhouse
34. Harvests
36. Go aimlessly
38. Sorrows
39. Put up
41. Treat unjustly
44. Part 2 of quip:
3 wds.
49. Bend limply
51. Parches
53. Malt beverage
54. Church’s
nonfeast day
56. Softened
58. Patched place
59. — avis
61. Unnaturally blond
62. Doctrine
64. A dir.
65. Pixilated
68. Strike with a whip
DOWN
1. F. — Fitzgerald
2. Dickens’ — Heep
3. Winnie-the-Pooh writer
4. Flyboy
5. Wine quality
6. Voiced
objections
7. — — uncertain terms
8. Chavez or Millan
9. Kipling
10. After printemps
11. Cookie brand:

71. Like some copy paper
73. Part 3 of quip:
4 wds.
77. Bank offering:
2 wds.
79. Lab compound
80. Set right
83. Baseball stat.
84. Actress Kirsten —
86. Position
89. Snick and —
90. Sleeves
92. Gordon and Buzzi
94. “— bleu!”
96. Amatol
ingredient
97. Send
99. Dirties
101. Part 4 of quip:
3 wds.
104. Warehouse
106. Movie-set items
108. Statistics
109. Be acceptable
111. Island in the Aegean
113. Swanky
117. — — mode
120. Brenda of comics
122. Bitter drug
124. Race of Norse gods
125. End of the quip: 5
wds.
129. Poli — (college major)
130. Gift getter
131. — nous
132. Make expiation
133. Cry of discovery
134. Hasten
135. Place
136. Hemstitched
137. Prescription drug, for
short
2 wds.
12. Summit
13. Stratum
14. Extreme
traditionalist
15. Annex
16. Kind of story
17. Be averse to
18. Paragon
25. — fixe
26. Barge
28. A loud crying out
33. Snorkling venue
35. Salon service

37. Early Robin Williams
role
40. Add: 2 wds.
42. — hole (links pub)
43. Waterfowl
44. Sharp projection
45. Mideast carrier: 2
wds.
46. Old letter of a kind
47. Test
48. Output
50. Variety of pasta
52. Kernel
55. Familiar saying

57. Stage scenery
60. Corpuscle
63. Drink to excess
66. Snitched
67. U.K. fragrance
69. Upperclassman: abbr.
70. Rings
72. Aid to the poor
74. Two-faced god
75. Clear a blockage
76. Buoy
77. Lacerate
78. Tripped up
81. Gainsay

82. Legend akin
to Bigfoot
85. Poor: hyph.
87. Acad.
88. Fair of a kind:
2 wds.
91. Drinks
93. Wild plum
95. Abbr. in a citation
98. Rumpled
100. Spread open
102. Cooked a certain way
103. Conduct
105. Long-tailed monkey

107. Musical work
110. Seizes
112. Love seats
114. State in India
115. Recessed area
116. Three-tone chord
117. Appends
118. Fly up and around
119. English queen
121. Torn
123. Diminutive suffix
126. Plumbing fitting
127. Gun gp.
128. Another dir.

ADVERTISING

www.gatechCLASSIFIEDS.com
100 Real Estate
for sale
Foreclosed Duplex/Townhouse
in Atlantic Station 3 bd/2 1/2 bath Stainless
Apl, Granite Countertops, Top of the line
everthing orginally sold for $550,000
will sell for $399,000 404-786-7100

600 Employment/Jobs

Advertise
with us!
learn and friendly with high energy and a
great smile. Lunch availability during the
weekdays and weekends is necessary.
Please apply in person between the hours
of 3:00 and 5:00 PM Monday-Friday at 3321
Lenox Road Atlanta, GA 30326. Be ready
to fill out an application and interview.

!BARTENDING!$300/DayPotential.No

Houston’s Restaurant on Lenox Road

Experience Necessary. Training Provided.
Age 18+ OK. Call 1-800-965-6520 X216.

is currently looking for SERVERS and
GREETERS. Those who apply must be
professional, well spoken, driven, quick to

Thanks for the support!

Help Create a Miracle Are you
energetic, open, reliable and loving? We
invite you to be a part of our in-home
program to help our ten year-old son
recover from Autism. Be paid while you
play! Location: Virginia Highlands. Call or
email Cal’s Mom and Dad at 404-733-6392/
psandor@bellsouth.net

Help Create a Miracle Are you
energetic, open, reliable and loving? We
invite you to be a part of our in-home
program to help our ten year-old son
recover from Autism. Be paid while you
play! Location: Virginia Highlands. Call or
email Cal’s Mom and Dad at 404-733-6392/
psandor@bellsouth.net

WANTED! Street teamers needed to
put up posters & hand out flyers on/
around campus for Center Stage,

gatechclassifieds.com

The Loft & Vinyl. FREE CONCERT
TICKETS as compensation-Please
contact tania@rivalentertainment.com

730 Miscellaneous Services
THE BIGGEST POSTER SALE.
Biggest and Best Selection. Choose
from over 2000 different images.
FINE ART, MUSIC, MODELS, HUMOR,
ANIMALS, PERSONALITIES, LANDSCAPES,
MOTIVATIONALS, PHOTOGRAPHY.
MOST IMAGES ONLY $7, $8 AND $9 SEE
US AT Student Center Commons-The
Piedmont Room ON Monday Sept.15

th thru Friday Sept.19 th,2008 THIS
SALE IS SPONSORED BY Student Center

750 Tutoring
Services
Having trouble with chemistry?? We
can help. www.chemistry professor.com

800
Travel
Spring Break 2009. Sell Trips, Earn
Cash and Go Free. Call for Group Discounts.
Best Prices Guaranteed! Best Parties!
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, S.
Padre, Florida. Information/Reservations
1-800-648-4849 or www.ststravel.com.
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Piled Higher & Deeper by Jorge Cham

Crossword Solution from page 23

COMICS

Non Sequitur by Wiley

COMICS

Non Sequitur by Wiley

DILBERT ® by Scott Adams
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Organization Spotlight: Musicians Network
In addition to managing Under the Couch
(UtC), Musicians Network is an organization
for musicians and music-lovers.
Contact: www.gtmn.org
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Save money at the pumps, try the following tips
By Maria Carter
Assistant Focus Editor

High gas prices have many
scrambling for alternative transportation or extra income to cover
their expenses. Prices in Georgia,
along with other Southern states,
remain well above the national
average of $3.85. On Wednesday,
AAA’s daily gas survey placed
Georgia’s gasoline at the nation’s
sixth-highest price. The Atlanta
average was $4.14 per gallon, the
survey showed, with lower costs
outside the perimeter.
Temporary pipeline shutdowns
or supply problems in the region
created by Hurricane Ike may

be to blame for the surge at the
pump. After a drop over the past
few days, crude oil prices bounced
back Wednesday as metro Atlanta
gas stations continued to have
limited supplies, according to the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution.
Fluctuations in crude oil typically take time to affect gas prices,
but eventually pump prices follow. In the meantime, budgetconscious students can offset the
increased costs by following our
guide:
Pull a Clark Howard; go online

Sites like www.atlantagaspric-

es.com help drivers find the least
expensive gas in their area. Visitors to the site can filter search results by Atlanta neighborhoods or
gasoline quality.
A gallon of regular unleaded
may cost $4.16 at the Marathon
just off campus while it goes for
$3.95 at the BP on Piedmont
Road. If you’re commuting to
class from the metro area, you’re
probably in a situation similar to
the average Atlantan, driving 66
miles round-trip per day. Based
on a 21 mpg fuel economy, that’s
3.14 gallons used each weekday.
It doesn’t seem like much but a
daily savings of 65 cents can really

add up. Filling up at the cheapest
place in town could save you $13
per month, or $153 a year.
Carpooling, anyone?

As the saying goes, it’s gas, grass
or …well, no one rides for free.
The concept of carpooling traditionally involves equally dividing
the cost of gas among the driver
and any passengers. Tell your
moocher friends to take a hike if
they can’t cough up the cash. With
gas prices well over $4.00 a gallon,
you cannot afford to carry their
dead weight around in your car.
Sites like www.MyRideSmart.
com provide confidential carpool
matching services for the Atlanta
area. Bonus: remember the elusive
HOV lane? It’s all yours with a
friend in the passenger seat. You’ll
be flying by grid locked traffic on
I-75 in no time.
Mobile billboard

Photo by Wikimedia Commons user Micov, used under Creative Commons Attributed 3.0 Unported License. See http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

With gas prices hovering over $4.00 per gallon, some drivers are looking for ways to save money at
the pumps. In the past week, Hurricane Ike caused temporary pipeline shutdown in the Southeast.

LGBT event promotes equal rights
By Yameen Huq
Contributing Writer

This past Sunday was the
culminating ceremony of Seven
Straight Nights for Equal Rights,
a nationwide event dedicated to
social justice and equal rights for
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender/transsexual (LGBT) people. Seven Straight Nights was created by Soulforce, an LGBT rights
group, and Atticus Circle, a coalition of straight allies for LGBT
acceptance. A non-partisan, apolitical event, it emphasizes social
change through conversation and
dialogue over proselytization, in
order to foster better understanding between diverse peoples.
Previously, this ceremony was
hosted outside of campus at the
King Center and was designed for
an older audience. However, head
organizer Billiee Pendleton-Parker, the Assistant Director of Undergraduate Admissions at Tech,
decided to shift audiences for the
second year. Pendleton-Parker has
been involved as a straight ally for
years, helping to change the previous focus on parents of gays to a
broader group of straight friends
and relatives. “The involvement of
young people is important,” Pendleton-Parker said. This year’s event
also reached out to students from
other colleges, such as Morehouse,
Spellman, Georgia State, and Emory, with over sixty students in attendance.
On the student side of planning
is Matt LeBrun, a second-year
ME major, who became involved
this year with the hope of influencing college students towards
progressive ideas. A member of socially tolerant family and nephew

How far would you go to cut
the cost of gas in half? Companies
like Gas for Half will pay for up
to 475 gallons of gasoline per year
to drivers who let them wrap their
car in a printed vinyl covering.
The vehicle wraps feature messages from advertisers who want to

Photo by Anne Campeau / Student Publications

to a gay uncle, LeBrun plans on
spreading the ideas of social acceptance that he grew up with. At
the same time, he and Parker designed this project to cater to the
traditional values of the South by
appealing to religion and family.
LeBrun was reluctant at first to
get involved with the project, fearing ridicule from his peers, but
he soon realized that this would
not matter if he could positively
influence the lives of others. This
realization encouraged him to
head the Seven Straight Nights
endeavor.
This year’s event was designed

with a youth-oriented focus, featuring guests that college students
could relate to and be interested
in. This included Dale and Mary
Lynn Merkle, members of PFLAG
(Parents, Families and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays), who spoke
of their unconditional love and
acceptance of their two gay sons.
Dale Merkle was also a professor
and researcher who stated that homosexuality is genetic and argued
that the current laws oppressing
gays violate freedom of expression
and marriage, thus violating freeSee Rights, page 12

MARTA is smarta

A 30-day MARTA pass for
$52.50 easily comes in at $195 less
than the price of gas each month
($248) if you’re driving to class
from the suburbs. Factor in the
price of a Tech parking permit—
roughly $600 per semester—and
Marta really is smarta. You will
save approximately $241 each
month by skipping out on the
See Gas, page 12

College tuition rises:
A necessary expense?
By Dhanya Edoo
Contributing Writer

Matt Lebrun, who helped plan the event, hopes to influence college students in a positive way by spreading ideas of tolerance.

market to people along the driver’s
daily commute to and from work.
Gas for Half pays for alternative
transportation while your car is
being wrapped and sends a check
each month after that. Drivers are
occasionally required to provide
proof of mileage and pictures of
the vehicle during the campaign.
Applicants who are not interested
in promoting a specific company
that chooses their car may elect
not to participate and wait for
the next advertiser to select their
vehicle. Ready to sign up? Go to
www.GasForHalf.com. However, participants should plan on
having a dirty car for the duration
of the advertisement: high pressure washes, wax and ice scrapers
damage the vinyl coating.

As tuition prices continue
to increase, college presidents
implore Congress not to spend
more of their schools’ endowments, as reported in a recent
New York Times article.
An endowment is money
given to a university with a
stipulation that the funds are
invested to earn annual interest rather than spent immediately. A portion of the interest
earned is then used to award
student scholarships or programs. The rest of the earnings are deposited back into
the fund’s principal to insure
that the endowment continues
to grow and yield more interest for future scholarships and
support. However, there is no
set amount of money a university is obligated to use towards
student aid.
Georgia Tech is the 55th
richest university in the country in terms of endowments,
according to the 2007 Endowment Study Results released
by the National Association of
College and University Business Officers. At the end of the
2007 fiscal year, Tech reported
an endowment of more than
$122.2 million, a 17% increase
from the previous year and a
39% increase since 2003.
Can forcing universities to
dip deeper into their endowments make a difference in

the ever rising cost of higher
education? If Tech spent the
entire sum of its endowment
on tuition for every student
currently enrolled, the amount
still would not cover the cost.
This year, tuition alone,
excluding fees and housing,
will be $4,496 for in-state students, $22,220 for out-of-state
and international students and
$1,146 for mandatory fees, a
40.1%, 46.8% and 32.0% increase since 2004, respectively.
Georgia Tech students received
$123 million in financial aid
this year. Of that, $108.92
million came from the institution, $55 million from federal
funds, $26.63 million from the
state (including $26.26 million
from HOPE), and $14.11 million from private or outside
sources. This may seem like
ample financial aid, however,
more than a third of that help,
$50.97 million, comes in the
form of student loans.
For Georgia students,
HOPE contributes for a short
while, but more than half of
students lose HOPE by the end
of their freshman year. Beyond
tuition and books, HOPE does
not cover other expenses associated with the university price
tag.
Tara Bryant, a second- year
EAS major, started college a
year late due to the high cost
of attendance. “I graduated
from high school in 2006 with

See Tuition, page 15
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Rights

from page 11

dom of religion. Ultimately, they
spoke of emotional issues and
their efforts to encourage diversity, tolerance and equal rights in
their own community and public
school.
The next speaker was a Tech
associate professor, Peter J. Ludovice, performing a brief comedy act
that satirized aspects of Georgian
life, particularly its collision with
modern progressivism. He also
poked humor at subjects familiar
to residents of Georgia, such as
Southern living, abstinence-only
education, the peanut industry
and Georgia Tech engineers. This
light-hearted act was followed by
a seminar on the Bible’s views on
homosexuality.
Daniel Helminiak, a professor
at the University of West Georgia and author of the book What
the Bible Really Says about Homosexuality, discussed controversial
topics in the Bible, arguing for a
more historical-critical methodview instead of an ambiguous,
literalist interpretation. His primary argument involved cultural
relativism and the idea that many
of the passages on homosexuality
deal with culture rather than right
or wrong.
His presentation, while lengthy,
was engrossing and involved the
audience in a classroom manner
through methods such as question
and answer.
Ashley Newton was the final

speaker. She discussed the turmoil that can come from being a
straight ally to a closeted friend,
especially when one comes from
a religious, conservative background. Like those before her, she
discussed her unconditional love
for her friends and her acceptance
of the diversity.
Pendleton-Parker ended the
ceremony with a few words of
wisdom from great leaders and
minds, such as Mother Teresa,
Shakespeare and Martin Luther
King, Jr. as well as encouragement
for the greater idea of hope and
progress. After this, the ceremony
ended with a performance by the
Georgia Tech Glee Club and a
vigil for the adversity and strug-

FOCUS

gles of the LGBT movement and
the straight allies tied to it.
LeBrun described this event
afterwards as a success, citing his
belief that the people who attended, while not a massive amount,
will tell others and spread the
ideas discussed. He stated that he
would like to continue leading the
program and expand it to a wider
range of events. LeBrun hopes to
get people thinking in a new ways.
LeBrun, Pendleton-Parker and
others involved in this organization plan on spreading the word
of tolerance. “After all, sometimes
you just have to get in the way to
do the right thing,” PendletonParker said, quoting Congressman John Lewis.

Photo by Anne Campeau / Student Publications

Seven Straight Nights for Equal Rights emphasizes dialogue as a
means of creating peaceful, social change for the LGBT people.

Gas

from page 11

costs of gas and parking. Catch
the Tech Trolley at the Midtown
MARTA station for a straight shot
to campus. Clayton, Cobb, and
Gwinnett counties offer 30-day
express passes for their transit systems ranging from $52.50 - $100.
Drive like a grandma

Otherwise known as fuelefficient driving, going the speed
limit can help you make the most
of a gallon. Aggressive driving
(speeding, rapid acceleration and
braking) can lower gas mileage by
33 percent at highway speeds and
by 5 percent around town, according to FuelEconomy.gov.
Fuel-efficient fans get the
maximum mileage out of their gas
tanks by leaving the AC off, keeping the tires properly inflated, and
changing the oil on a regular basis. Capitalize on your car’s fuel
economy by not using the trunk
as a storage solution: a tank guzzles more gas when the car has a
heavier load to carry. Shutting off
the engine instead of idling also
ensures the greatest mileage out of
your gas.
Grandma might also remind
you that sensible driving is safer;
you may save something more
valuable than gas.
Bike or walk for prizes

Don’t have time to make it to

the CRC? Stay in shape by walking or biking to class instead.
While this isn’t open to students
for their commutes to school, students doing co-op assignments or
internships will appreciate that the
Clean Air Campaign—through
their Commuter Rewards program will pay you to take transit
instead of polluting the air with
your vehicle’s emissions. Eligible
participants may earn $3 per day
over a 90-day period.
If your daily commute already
consists of biking, you can enter
to win a $25 gift card through the
Campaign’s Commuter Prizes.
The more often you use an alternative commute, the more likely
you are to win. Visit www.CleanAirCampaign.com for details.
Right turns only

Take a cue from UPS drivers
and map out an alternative route
that only involves right turns. In
recent years, Atlanta-based UPS
has made headlines with its “no
left turns” plan for fuel conservation. The logic behind this system
is that right turns at an intersection tend to be faster than at a
left turns. With right turns, you
have the option of turning at a red
light, unless otherwise indicated
by traffic signs, and you only have
to wait for an opportunity to turn
in one lane of traffic. Less idling
at traffic lights means better gas
mileage. Use a GPT system to
make your new route.

SAVE A TREE! READ US ONLINE!

www.nique.net
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FACES AT TECH

Hall packs a powerful punch with boxing class
By James Norman
Contributing Writer

“Let’s run!”
Thirty seconds after meeting Natalie Hall, a third-year
Psychology major, I’m already warming up for a special session of her G.I.T. Fit
boxing class. For the next
hour, I’ll learn to savor any
thirty-second break I can
get with Hall—the non-stop
boxing machine.
On the three-quarter mile
jog, Hall recalls her introduction to boxing. “I used to
cheer, and I got really sick of
it. For some reason, boxing
kept getting into my head.
Then they built a boxing gym
near my house [in Alpharetta].” Around the 10th grade,
she took some classes and
was instantly recognized as
a prodigy. Soon enough, she
acquired a trainer, compiled
a 2-0-0 record in fights and
went on her way to fame.
Running’s over. We enter the CRC’s Studio A, a
cavernous, white room with
hardwood floors that are
bare except for punching
bags, mirrors and high tech
sound equipment.
“Do jumping jacks!”
Within a few years, Hall’s
fame came with an appearance on VH1’s Celebrity Fit
Club. In a surprise twist on
this reality show, celebrity
rapper Bizarre stepped into
the ring with Hall, a peppy,
brunette ex-cheerleader. She

impressed him so much that
he wrote a song for her and
bestowed her with a nickname: Natalie, the ninja!
“Get down on the ground!
Act like you’re climbing a
mountain!”
We’re not yet five minutes into the workout—still
warm-up technically—and
I’m already dying. I ask
about teaching. “I love it.

“Boxing is 95
percent mental.
If you’ve got it up
here, you’ve got it
in the ring.
Natalie Hall

3rd-year PSYC
It’s so much fun.” And her
students? “A lot of them
aren’t very good at the start.
They see it on TV, but the
don’t know the proper way
of punching.” When asked
about those TV shows and
movies, she says, “I’ve never
seen Rocky. It’s too cheesy.”
“High knees!” Hall shouts
out.
She divulges how her
background in psychology
gives her an upper hand at
performing upper cuts in
the ring. “Boxing is 95 percent mental. If you’ve got it
up here, you’ve got it in the
ring.” Maybe Tech students

would have a natural advantage. “Kind of,” she says
with a tone that’s well aware
of our student body’s athletic
prowess.
“Now get into a push-up
position. I’m going to call
up and down.”
Hall especially wanted to
discuss the misconceptions
about female boxing. “People turn it into a joke. [Publications] like Playboy turn it
into a mockery. No one can
take it seriously,” she says angrily. The negative attention
also bothers her. “You get old
men with beer bellies creepily going to women’s fights.”
Then, she addresses the
people who think boxing is
nothing but an aimless blood
sport. “No! You’re not just
out there to swing your arms
around. You’ve prepared for
this in every way possible.
If people understood the
courage…you’d have to step
through the rope, I think
they’d appreciate women’s
boxing a lot more.”
“Now I’m going to get you
some gloves.”
The gloves are pink, Disney Channel pink, and unfortunately, they fit. Hall’s
first lesson covers the jab,
“the punch you’ll use 80%
of the time in your fights,”
she said. We get into boxing
stance-standing on the toes,
turned 15 degrees to protect
See Boxing, page 15

Photo by Meagan Roth / Student Publications

Hall’s 15 minutes of fame came
after she appeared as a guest
on VH1’s Celebrity Fit Club.

FOCUS

Boxing

from page 13

the body, right glove protecting
the chin, and left glove out ready
to jab as needed.
She instructs me to rotate my
hand almost 360 degrees during
jabs. Why? More power, and
“if I have on leather gloves and I
punch you in the face, and turn it
on your skin, you’re more likely to
bleed and then it’d be my point,”
she said.
My throat gulps at Hall’s intimidation. “Now practice your
jab on the punching bag.”
Hall instructs well on how to
loosen up my jab, fix my stance,
and protect my face. I get the
sense she truly enjoys teaching.
I also get the sense she plots how
she’d punch me if we were sparring.

“Now I’m going to show you
the cross. It’s your power punch.”
We practice the jab and cross
on the punching bag, the infamous “1-2 punch.” Hall assists
with the balance, turning, and
power necessary to get off a good
cross.
When I finally get it, with a
ridiculous popping sound on the
bag, I get a taste of confidence—
the confidence boxers are famous
for. Hall emanates it with her posture, voice, and smile. Mohammed Ali probably had too much:
“I am the greatest. I said that even
before I knew I was,” Ali said.
About half of the workout is
dedicated to punches and fighting stance. To finish up, she says,
“Let’s do an ab workout!”
Having sweated as much in
an hour as I usually do in three, I
groan. Hall’s barely broken a sweat

and does 30-50 reps of stretches I
can only do 2-5 of at once. I’m
quitting after an hour, but she
says, “I used to finish classes and
go directly to boxing for 3, 4, 5
hours a day.”
That’s Natalie the ninja, the
non-stop boxing machine. For
those that think they can match
her intensity, for those who want
to be in tip-top shape with more
confidence and self-defense ability, consider the G.I.T. Fit boxing
classes. Just remember to pack the
Icy-Hot.
This fall, Hall will teach her
fifth boxing class at the CRC,
“Boxing for Beginners.” Classes
take place on Sundays from 12:301:30 beginning on September
21st. Course registration is $45.
For more info, check out www.
crc.gatech.edu/gf/viewcourse.
php?id=111.
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honors and would have received
HOPE, but I had to wait a year
before I came to school because
I couldn’t afford [the] living expenses,” Bryant said.
Bryant’s parents do not pay
for any part of her schooling.
“I worked for a year to save up
money for housing for my first
semester. My mom and dad aren’t
financially able to help me. I have
loans to help pay for school, but I
still have to pay those back when I
graduate,” Bryant said.
Working part time in the GT
recycling office covers rent; however books are a luxury, she cannot afford. Just over one year into
college, Bryant is almost $7,000
in debt.
There is no doubt that a school
as large as Georgia Tech has many

expenses; whether or not its endowment is spent wisely is a matter of opinion. Total revenue for
the 2007 fiscal year was $1.103
billion, while total expenses were
$1.034 billion. Of that, $48.9
million was allotted to the Athletic Association, with only $14.1
million going towards scholarships, a $34.8 million difference
in favor of the AA. With tuition
at an all-time high and the cost of
living where it is now, $34 million
dollars could have made an impact on the pockets of Tech students across the campus.
Legislation forcing schools to
use five percent of their endowments is a short term fix. With
enrollment at an all time high
this year and growing with each
new freshman class, some believe
the mandated five percent is not
enough.

Photo courtesy of Natalie Hall

Hall knocks down her opponent with a right hand cross and left hand hook combination. A former
cheerleader, she began boxing in the 10th grade and earned a record of 2-0 after hiring a trainer.
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i like it in the throat. what? i have a sore throat!
sex. ‘cause that’s what she said.
no sex for ben
i do my best to lose. i’m a true georgia tech man.
wow, i love those morons who read the technique for the slivers.
go back to def bods, asshole
BOOM CHAAKA LAAKA BOOM in your mouth
i am the walrus, goo goo ga jew
wow, foam party! that was awesome! especially when i almost
DIED
i’m the hot TA of which you speak, and i am single
www.twofreshmenoneroom.com
georgia vs. russia, this time, poland wins.
I WIN I WIN I WIN
HaOsMdEfKjEkYlS;
sliver box = gay. read the technique
GT vs BC. what’s that
FOAM !!!!!!
FOAM PARTY !!!!!
I slept through the North Ave fire alarm. Not good.
Tip to RATs: enroll in morning lectures that you can skip.
Trombones!
RULE!
Gigantic Joe - making your boyfriend seem inadequate since
2005
Georgia Tech: Where your best hasn’t been good enough since
1885
why can’t the boys at tech look like the jonas brothers instead of
hanson?
readheaded boys make me hot.
redheaded* boys make me hot
so hot i can’t even spell ‘redheaded’ correctly
i need a hot cs guy to be my tutor. wait, does that even exist??
i love apple juice boxes.
a belated thank you to the losers who caused the fire alarm in
north ave south the other morning at 3:40 am.

Illustration by Blake Israel / Student Publications
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Speaker series hosts stem cell research discussion
By Chris Russell
Contributing Writer

On Wednesday, September 10,
Georgia Tech hosted a seminar on
the ongoing debate over stem cell
research.
The guest speaker was Jason
Owen Smith, a sociologist from
the University of Michigan whose
primary field of study is the interaction between technology,
the government and commerce.
Smith studies how the interactions between religious organizations, research institutes, biomedical companies and government
officials have shaped the development of stem cell research and the
debate surrounding it.
The seminar began with a brief
summary of the debate surrounding stem cell research, the history
behind it and why Smith was interested in it. “I became aware
of Embryonic Stem Cells as an
example of the commercialization
of science and technology,” Smith
said. “There’s the potential for real
money here, which, of course, has
gotten lots of interest from industries and the government.”
He also states that, in this
case, “I’ve decided to focus more
on the science-politics axis [rather
than] my normal science-market
axis.” He sees the debate as an
example of the broader tension
between science and politics: the
choice between autonomous scientific research (where what is re-

searched and how is left largely to
the experts in the laboratory) and
democracy (where taxpayers have
a say in what research their money
is used for).
He then reached the main subject of his talk, which consisted of
a breakdown of the debate and
how it has changed over time.
When the argument first came
about, the topic at the crux of the
debate was obvious: the status of
the embryos used for research. As
Smith puts it, people were arguing
over the status of “the stuff in the
dish,” debating whether to regard
the embryos as blastocysts (i.e.
balls of cells) or as people.
That changed, though, when,
in August 2001, President Bush
issued an executive order that
allowed federal funding for embryonic stem cell research, but
restricted it to research done on
lines of cells that had already been
derived. After this, the crux of the
debate shifted more to whether
or not these lines would be sufficient.
To study these two debates,
Smith and his associates analyzed
111 testimonies from various interest groups before Congress.
They used a technique that Smith
calls “inductive thematic coding,”
which, in layman’s terms, means
they searched the testimonies for
certain tropes, or themes, that
could be used to classify the different ways the debate was being approached. They then ana-

lyzed this data and associated the
various themes with the interest
groups that tended to use them
most often.
Smith accomplished this by
first breaking down the argument
into twenty-three broad themes,
examples of which include scientific progress, the democratic
representation theme mentioned
above, medical potential, different kinds of expertise (i.e. ethicists versus biomedical researchers
versus patients who could benefit
from the research) and the status
of the materials.
He then went through the
approximately 1700 pages of testimony and, on a sentence-by-sentence level, attempted to identify
which of the twenty-three themes
individual arguments made use
of. His research found that, up
until August 2001, most everyone
used the themes of (in descending order of usage) the status of
the materials, claims of expertise,
the legality of the research and the
value of scientific progress.
After August 2001, however, the impact of the Bush plan
showed itself in the way it changed
how the interest groups debated.
The main focus of the debate
shifted, and arguments began to
lean much more heavily on scientific progress, potential for finding cures for diseases, potential
for answering scientific questions,
and the issue of how the research
would changed if it received fund-

ing from the private sector, rather
than the public sector.
“For sociologists, it’s interesting how this policy argument
has shifted…It’s no longer a fight
about whether the embryos are human; it’s now a fight about whether the Bush-approved cell lines
are legitimately sufficient for the
science. [Supporters] move away
from broad claims about the autonomy of science to claims about
how science can help humanity,”
Smith said.
This leads to one question:

what happened? Smith states
that the answer has three parts,
“First, the Bush announcement,
to a certain extent, yanks the rug
out from under the more conservative and religious arguments.
Two, scientific advances change
the language and bring scientists
together with patients more and
more…Three, and perhaps most
importantly, the development of
alternatives to federal funding…
shifts the lines of debate and make
it possible for scientists and patient
groups to vote with their feet.”

Photo by Ben Keyserling / Student Publications

Guest speaker Jason Owen-Smith discusses stem cell research at
the Globalization, Innovation, and Development seminar series.
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Student indifference
Only about 30 of more than 13,000 undergraduate students were in attendance at this week’s presidential search
public forum, a laudable attempt by the Student Government
Association and the presidential search committee to involve
students in the process of choosing Tech’s new leader.
Such a small showing speaks poorly of the student body,
which should be more engaged and less apathetic about a
decision that has important implications leading up to and
beyond graduation.
However, reasons other than apathy lie behind the low attendance record. For one, information on the forum was primarily distributed through a campus wide e-mail, a method
that has slowly lost meaning. Since classes started in the fall,
over 25 messages have been sent on subjects ranging from
CPR training to mystery theatre, leading many to click delete before bothering to read the content of the messages.
For many students who did read the entire email, they
found they could not miss class or work to attend the meetings, which were held during the middle of the day in a less
than visible location. Others felt confident enough in the
process that brought Wayne Clough to Tech 14 years ago
and thought they had no valuable expertise to contribute.
More importantly, however, this week’s forum may have
come too early in the process to incite enough interest in the
student body, and it unfortunately appears that there are no
future plans to introduce the final three candidates selected
to the Tech community.
While at that point student and faculty input may not
have much weight on the outcome, presenting these individuals would be an inclusive gesture that would make us all
feel like part of the process. Bringing months of closed-door
meetings out into the open and allowing everyone to put a
face to the name of the individual who may become the future president of Tech would be appreciated by all members
of campus.
Despite these reasons and the hope that we will be given
a second chance in the future to be a part of the process,
Wednesday’s forum still succeeded in letting students in on
the conversation, and the handful of engaged students who
attended were able to ask constructive questions and make
helpful contributions.
We should not forget that the new president, whoever he
is, will have a direct impact during both our tenure at Tech
and during the years following graduation when the added
value of a degree from the Institute will matter most. We
have a vested interest and cannot afford to be indifferent.
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We always deceive ourselves twice about
the people we love—first to their advantage, then to their disadvantage.”
			
Albert Camus
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A new spin on the Tech presidential search process...

By Abhishek Jain / Student Publications

Anonymity clouds common sense
If you’ve ever watched a YouTube video and then made the
perilous decision to scroll down,
you may have had your faith in humanity shattered by the phenomenon that is anonymous speech on
the internet. While sometimes internet discussions can hover in the
vicinity of intelligent discourse,
YouTube commenters see that
beacon of intelligent discourse off
in the distance, turn their back to
it, and run the other way.
If you don’t know what I’m
talking about, watch a random
YouTube video, scroll down and
observe the insults and death
threats issued to anyone who liked
or didn’t like the video, as well as
the crude sexual references and the
chain posts which guarantee that
you’ll either meet the love of your
life or die in the next three days,
depending on your willingness to
continue to spam that message.
Apparently, while the cloak of
anonymity can occasionally result
in great works (Beowulf, Common Sense), often it just eliminates 100 points from the speaker’s
IQ. (Google “Penny Arcade green
blackboards” for a great depiction
of this.)
Nevertheless, for over half a
decade the Technique has proudly
printed and distributed all over
campus that same anonymous internet speech, to a slightly toneddown degree. I am, of course, talking about the beloved Slivers that
you’ll find interspersed with the
ads in our newspaper. For the few
who don’t know, the contents of
those Sliver boxes originate from
anonymous submissions entered
on our web site, www.nique.net.
Don’t get me wrong. I enjoy
reading Slivers as much as anyone
else. Slivers are actually a great
way to feel the pulse of the Tech
student body. Judging by the current batch, the two most important things on people’s minds are
the noisy North Avenue Apart-

“While... anonymity can
occasionally result in great works,
often it just eliminates 100 points
from the speaker’s IQ.”
Craig Tabita
Editor-in-Chief

ments renovations and the Facebook redesign, which is provoking
the exact same outcry as the News
Feed originally did, and I suspect
will eventually be just as accepted.
They can often be a good source of
humor and wisdom on topics such
as football games, the dining halls
and physics lectures.
Unfortunately, if you were to
browse through the original list
of submissions before they make it
into the newspaper, you would see
that many of them aren’t quite so
valuable. Granted, there aren’t so
many death threats as on YouTube
and, to my knowledge, chain letters have not yet invaded the space,
but we have our own categories of
intellectual vacuum to deal with.
The most annoying to me is the
constant bickering we get about
Greek organizations, presumably
written by members of other, rival
Greek organizations. Every week
someone decides to type up some
treatise on why some fraternity is
full of pitiful losers who throw
boring parties, or why some sorority is full of women of less than
desirable virtue.
Those aren’t going to be printed, so save yourself the keystrokes.
Not only are they immature and
cowardly, but they often tread
pretty close to the line of libel, for
which we as the publisher would
be held legally responsible, and
we at the Technique are not about
to risk a lawsuit to further some
petty feud.
Another activity we can reliably

count on every week is the flirting
with or stalking of random people
from classes, dorms, Stingers, etc.
While those aren’t necessarily automatically censored, they are really pathetic and I definitely recommend that you stop submitting
them and consider actually talking to the object of your interest
in real life.
Otherwise, we generally try
to print the Slivers in their original and uncensored format, with
exceptions only made for proper
names (for the aforementioned
libel concerns, mostly) as well as
unnecessary obscenity.
But if I can persuade you
to drop your cloak of anonymity while you air your comments
about our campus community,
may I suggest two other avenues?
One is for you to join the dialogue
we’ve been having through our
Twitter account with other Tech
students. Check us out at www.
twitter.com/the_nique. Another
is to simply email us. We love to
hear from readers and you can
type as many characters as you
want that way.
One thing is for sure: Slivers
are one of the most treasured parts
of our publication and probably
get read more than most of our
articles. It’s an unfortunate fact of
life that most of us who work here
came to terms with long ago. So
keep submitting funny, witty and
informative Slivers, but please, cut
it out all the Greek-bashing and
creepy stalking.
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America should not ignore root causes
With the U.S. government’s
$85 billion bailout of A.I.G.,
following the bailout of Fannie & Freddie, which in turn
followed the bailout of Bear
Stearns’ bad credit, many experts like Columbia U’s Joseph
E. Stiglitz have brought back
into light the underlying problems in our markets.
Financial crises are nothing new to this nation. Take
the 1990s savings and loan
crisis that cost the U.S. $124.6
billion. Though the circumstances were different, the end
results are the same: bad, risky
investments cause big corporations to fall, the Fed bails them
out, the CEOs keep their big
paychecks and the U.S. taxpayers foot the bill.
This is not a rant about the
long-term inviability of our
financial market. It is about
the great American tendency
to ignore the root cause of the
problem and instead treat the
symptoms, hoping everyone
will look the other way.
This tendency affects all the
activities that we as Americans
engage in on a day-to-day basis: our health, our thirst for
oil and the news media are just
three of the multitude of broken systems in our time.
Pharmaceutical companies
allow us to engage in one of
the most detrimental of all
these actions: prescription

drugs. “Big Pharma” has no
reason to cure us of the illnesses that plague our time.
By selling drugs that treat the
symptoms and keep us happy,
we keep coming back for more;
and that means more money in
their pockets. Getting cured of
a problem means but a short
burst of income; wouldn’t you
rather have those long-term financial guarantees?
Engaging in this sort of
conduct jeopardizes the real
health of our citizens and only
encourages more destructive
behavior, both by the companies and by the individual
under treatment. The government needs to give “Big Pharma” more incentives to engage
in searches for cures, a much
worthier use of my taxes.
Another aspect of American culture where we come
up short on a fix is our addiction to gasoline. American
automobiles have been getting
the same gas mileage since the

OUR VIEWS Hot or Not
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Voting drives

Organizations across Tech
pooled their efforts to register students to vote in time
for the November elections.
Greek councils, SGA and the
College Republicans and College Democrats independently
held voting drives to register
both new and absentee voters
at Tech, helping to take a dent
out of the apathy on campus
and making it more convenient
for students to cast a ballot.

Women’s tennis

Women’s tennis starts today
with hopes of going for a third
ITA indoor tennis national
title. With NCAA singles national champion Amanda McDowell returning to the team
and Irina Falconi, a five-star
recruit, joining as a freshman,
the mix of talent and coaching
are a promising combination.

am referring to the news media, the talking heads of CNN
or the front page of the AJC.
Think of the recent coverage
of the upcoming presidential
election. Any time a candidate
gives a speech, ten pundits
on-air and blather on
Blake Israel appear
about the strategy of said canOnline Editor didate’s recent actions.
It seems our media is incapable of simply conveying
Ramblin’ Wreck was a brand the candidates’ stances on the
new ride (which was 1930, and actual issues. Instead we have
devolved into a sort of metait got 25-30 mpg).
If we are ever going to wean reporting system; reporting on
ourselves off our dependency the reporting, if you will. In
on foreign oil, reducing intake part they do this because the
is step one. We should not be candidates are truly so similar
in a debate in this country over it is mildly sickening.
It has become taboo in our
offshore drilling to shore up
our dependency on fossil fu- supposedly free country to
els. Propping ourselves up on suggest that there is some faloffshore petroleum simply pro- lacy in the system upon which
we rely for our safety, security,
longs the impending plight.
Instead, we should increase liberty and general well befunding for public transporta- ing; and when you do, you’re
tion options (subways, busses, greeted with cynicism, strange
and commuter railways). Not looks and general contempt.
Our great country was
only will this lessen the gas bill
for your average middle-class founded by men who quesfamily, but you free up time tioned the why, not just the
to get things accomplished what, and didn’t stick with
while you’re not driving, you tradition just because it had
reduce your carbon footprint, been done that way for a hunand you dramatically decrease dred years.
If we as a people do not
your chance of getting into a
awaken and fix the underlyfatal traffic accident.
One of the worst of the ing causes of the problems that
untreated epidemics is our plague us today, we will be far
modern mainstream media. I worse off in the future.

“We should not be in a
debate...over offshore
drilling to shore up our
dependency on fossil fuels.”

Pump prices

Gas prices soared this
weekend in response to Hurricane Ike’s damage of oil refineries. The price of a gallon of
regular unleaded gas increased
by an average of 16 cents in
Georgia, but the real pain was
felt in Atlanta, where some gas
stations were charging up to
$4.99 a gallon and others ran
out of gas altogether, leaving
commuters with either empty
tanks or empty pockets.

Bankrupt banks

Merril Lynch, Lehman
Brothers and A.I.G. joined
the ranks of Bear Stearns this
week, buckling under pressure. The banking crisis has
affected investments and left
thousands jobless, signaling
a weak economy and creating
uncertainty for new graduates
going on the job market.

YOUR VIEWS Letters to the Editor

Cultural sensitivity

I was appalled to see the article about studying abroad and
silence in the ‘Nique [“Studying abroad teaches lessons in
grammar, silence,” Sept. 12]
owing to the level of immaturity shown by the author in
dealing with the differences in
cultures when abroad.
That article starts relatively
innocuously by mentioning
how she feels socially pressured to stay silent because
“it is far too simple to make a
fatal colloquial error.” Let me
warn you that that is the case
with every language. Mistakes
can and will happen. From
extensive personal experience,
I can assure you that immersing oneself in an alien culture
is (and should be) exciting and
not intimidating.
The second part of the article was simply atrocious and
I feel disappointed that the
‘Nique is starved of better
material. The author criticizes
Spanish culture by complain-

ing about the horrors of being served the same breakfast
everyday. She also proceeds
to unnecessarily insult the
appearance of Spanish men
with mullets as “‘trashy” and
the corresponding silence as
“painful.” I believe the appropriate response to these events
in the author’s life would be,
“Grow up!”
In the current day and age
where cultural boundaries are
being traversed more than
ever, it is important to respect
and appreciate varying cultures
(and that includes eating habits and fashion sense) instead
of dismissing them as contrary
to personal preferences.
[The] author delivers her
piece de resistance by going on
to tell us that nearly every European holds negative generalizations about America. After
claiming that every Spanish
family has toast and coffee for

Letter Submission Policy

Advertising Information

The Technique welcomes all letters to the
editor and will print letters on a timely and
space-available basis. Letters may be mailed
to Georgia Tech Campus Mail Code 0290,
emailed to editor@nique.net or handdelivered to room 137 of the Student Services
Building. Letters should be addressed to Craig
Tabita, Editor-in-Chief.
All letters must be signed and must
include a campus box number or other valid
mailing address for verification purposes.
Letters should not exceed 400 words and
should be submitted by 7 p.m. Tuesday in
order to be printed in the following Friday’s
issue. Any letters not meeting these criteria
or not considered by the Editorial Board of
the Technique to be of valid intent will not be
printed. Editors reserves the right to edit for
style, content and length. Only one submission
per person will be printed each term.

BUZZ

Around the Campus
What do you think of
the new Tech Rec?

Mauricio Sousa
Fourth-year CHE

“I’d rather be lying on my
couch at home.”

Sabrina Heath
Third-year CM

“It’s awesome...new TVs, new
games and more comfy couches.”

Katie Bond
Second-year MGT

“I don’t even know what
Tech Rec is.”

See Letters, page 10

Information and rate cards can be found
online at www.nique.net. The deadline for
reserving ad space and submitting ad copy is
noon on Friday, one week prior to publication.
For rate information, call our offices at (404)
894-2830, Monday through Friday from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Advertising space cannot be
reserved over the phone.
The Technique office is located in room
137 of the Student Services Building, 353
Ferst Drive, Atlanta, Georgia 30332-0290.
Questions regarding advertising billing should
be directed to D. McCall “Mac” Pitts at (404)
894-2830.

Coverage Requests

Press releases and requests for coverage
may be made to the Editor-in-Chief or to
individual section editors. For more information, email editor@nique.net

Michael Vredeveld
First-year Undecided Engineering

“It provides a more conducive environment for pwning
noobs in Halo.”
Photos by Sam Morgan
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Financial turmoil creates greater risks in job hunting
The magical power of 20-20
hindsight is a wonderful and yet
tragic thing. The improved clarity that one gains somewhere between five seconds and 24 hours
after acting can often lead to disappointment.
In my case, hindsight is informing me that spending an
hour Saturday afternoon applying
for a job with Merrill Lynch was
probably not the best idea (Merrill Lynch was purchased by Bank
of America over the weekend, for
those not following the current
trials and tribulations of Wall
Street). The same day I also applied for a job at Hewlett-Packard
(HP), shortly before that company
announced it would be laying off
25,000 people—more than half of
them in the U.S.
Everyone regularly checking
CareerBuzz and applying for jobs,
especially in the financial industry, is probably starting to wish
the site featured built-in stock
tracking for the companies listing
positions. With huge companies
reporting dramatic losses, performing acquisitions (or getting
acquired) and in some cases even
going out of business, job seekers

Letters

from page 9

breakfast and that nearly every
European is plagued with these
anti-American sentiments, maybe
the coffee pot is just as charred as
the kettle?
I understand that this was an
opinions piece, but the opinions
expressed here were extremely im-

increasingly have to navigate an
even more dangerous mine field
than usual: this year, the threat
isn’t just that your job will suck.
It’s that you will go through the
motions of interviewing, get an
offer and accept—only to see
yourself made redundant before
your start date.
My original post-graduation
plan was to travel and pursue some
international opportunities until May, but I find myself having
to reconsider in light of the turmoil. I suspect a company is less
likely to get rid of a person once
they have actually started working
than while they are in that awkward Never-Never-Land of having
accepted an offer but not actually
started contributing.
I find myself seeking reassurance and trying to synthesize the
so-called lessons for the job hunter
that one can learn from the current situation. One of these lessons
is that getting a job with a large
company doesn’t guarantee job
security—in fact, it doesn’t guarantee much of anything at all.
Lehman Brothers employed
more than 26,000 employees
prior to its bankruptcy filing, and
mature and demeaning towards
Spaniards and Europeans. It reflects badly on the ‘Nique to allow
such blatant expressions of cultural intolerance and excuses for lack
of adaptability to be published in
the school newspaper.
Vigneshwar Kalyanasundaram
Grad ME

“Getting a job with a large
company doesn’t guarantee
job security—in fact, it doesn’t
guarantee...anything at all.”
Arcadiy Kantor
Outreach Editor

HP just laid off nearly as many.
In the past, a cushy investment
banking job was considered to
be a relatively surefire way to accelerate a career and earn a lot of
money. The events of the past few
months have proven that is not
truly the case.
The companies benefiting
from this change in perception
are largely the smaller, “riskier”
firms that previously might have
been looked upon as potentially
unstable, startups among them.
With proof that any company
might just turn out to be unstable,
these startups have moved to recruit more aggressively.
First Round Capital, a New
York-based venture capital firm,
even launched the website www.

Politics of gender
I’d like to point out a few issues
I have with Maria Carter’s “hit”
piece on Sarah Palin [“Palin pick
won’t fix gender gap,” Sept. 12].
Obama’s female staffers on average make $0.83 for every dollar
his male staffers make while McCain’s female staffers on average

leavewa llstreetjoinastartup.
com, which encourages the thousands of employees on the market
thanks to the financial bust to
pursue startup opportunities.
Another lesson is that a company’s financial performance,
likelihood of ongoing success and
probability of getting bought out
by another company (that would
presumably lay you off) have to
be factors students take into consideration when picking their first
employment opportunity. While
factors like compensation, opportunity for advancement and
quality of benefits must surely still
play an important role, few things
undermine your progression in a
company like a bankruptcy filing.
Finally, the third and most immake slightly more (the actual ratio is $1.04 to $1).
Either Obama likes to hire
women only for the lower paying
positions or he is not paying them
equally. One side only talks about
equal pay and wants to enforce it
through heavy handed legislation.
In contrast the other side actually
has done the deed without any co-

portant take-away from the current financial crisis is that sometimes there’s really nothing you
can do to make the “right” choice.
We as laypersons don’t have an
intimate grasp or understanding
of company financials, nor are we
kept in the loop on any potential
interest in buyouts of one company by another. Many of us will
join a company that will seem like
a great opportunity and see that
company downsize, get purchased
or go bust within our first year.
Ultimately, we must be prepared for that scenario by keeping our options open, whether
by seeking to immediately join a
different company or by having
enough money saved to afford a
potentially lengthy new job search
process. After all, it never hurts
to make sure we keep our own finances sound even if those of our
employer aren’t.
The Tech experience ensures
that all Institute graduates leave
with the ability to adapt to challenges and stressful situations. In
these uncertain times, it is crucial
not to forget to apply that adaptability to the job hunt—and the
real world—as well.
ercion from the government.
Palin wants an abstinencebased education which is not “abstinence only” as Carter claimed.
When was Obama ever questioned on his ability to be a father
[and] president of the U.S.?
Tim Wang
Grad AE

www.nique.net
Come to our weekly
staff meetings!
Tuesday @ 7:00 PM
in Room 137 of the Flag Building

There will be pizza.
You’ll have fun, we
promise.*
*Results may vary. We are not responsible for temporary
insanity, uncontrollable laughter or indigestion .
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Beyond the White and Gold

JSU Band’s controversial halftime show raises eyebrows
By Randy Darnowsky
Staff Writer

The Jacksonville State University marching band recently performed at a Tech football game.
The Marching Southerners, as the
band is formally called, presented
the closer featuring Shostakovich’s
Fifth Symphony. The half-time
show was inspired by the famous
James Bond movie From Russia
with Love.
“Our show ends with very fast,
powerful, dark sounds and we figured a good way to go out with a
boom would be to use the [hammer and sickle] and lots of red
at the end of the song,” said JSU
tenor saxophone player Antonio
Ferrell.
The show featured color guard
performers wearing the infamous
hammer-and-sickle symbol. The
flags used in the performance also
bore the flag of the former Soviet
Union. According to a widely circulated e-mail from Head Band
Director Ken Bodiford, the color
guards were representing Russian
sailors and add to a large set of
ending visual effects.
“Since our musical repertoire
consists of all Russian composers, as a design team, we though
that it best represented the theme
of our program if we displayed the
essence of the Russian flag of that
time period. We assumed that our
audiences would be able to make
the connection with these amazing Russian compositions with
the Russian flags at the end of the
show,” said Kenneth Bodiford, the
band director at JSU.
The hammer and sickle was
widely used as a symbol of Soviet Communism by representing
industrial and agricultural workers, and the emblem was used as

By Joey Cerone / Student Publications

The Jacksonville State Band watches the Georgia Tech Band perform during halftime of the football game held on Aug. 28 played at Bobby Dodd
Stadium at Grant Field. JSU Band’s show caused a stir when it featured large red flags with the sickle and hammer in the last part of the show.

part of the official Soviet flag from
1923 to 1991.
The song featured at the show
was written by Shostakovich in
protest against Communism.
Written in 1937, the Symphony
No. 5 was described as criticism
of the oppressive nature of the Soviet regime and expresses an artist
struggling in oppression.
The band is not new in the field
of using symbols with strong political and social overtones. A few
years ago they formerly used the
Confederate flag as part of the
symbol for its organization. The
band currently uses the letter ‘S’.
“Years ago we did not use a
Confederate logo to be racist or
anything of that nature,” Ferrell
stated.
“The Southerners have always
held a standard of excellence in
performance and ethics. There

was never any intention to make
anyone uncomfortable I’m sure,
however everyone is going to have
a problem with anything anyone
does. So what can you do? If it offends anyone I hope they look past
the effects and listen to the music,” said former Jacksonville State
marching band member Michelle
Amosu.
“Our show has been announced and planned for months
now, way before the Russia-Georgia conflict started. [The directors] assumed our audience would
make the connection between our
Russian music and the symbol.
We of course were not expecting
this new conflict with Russia to
occur,” Ferrell stated.
Those at the game expressed
mixed opinions about the wide
use of Communist symbols. One
Tech professor who attended the

game does not believe that the
show was promoting Communist
ideology.
“Having grown up during the
Cold War era, I thought how incredible it was that our times had
changed such that having several
dozen hammer and sickle emblazoned flags waving at halftime
did not raise a chorus of boos or
lead to an investigation by McCarthy and the House Un-American
Activities Committee,” said Jud
Ready, a professor at the MSE department at Georgia Tech.
On the other hand, some JSU
alumni questioned the band director with similar expressions to that
of Tech marching band student
Alex Viera: “If they did a salute
to German composers would they
automatically use the swastika?”
“If people thought this flag
waving was somehow about sup-

porting Communism, they need
to quit watching Red Dawn reruns [or] they [have] undergone
much more indoctrination than I
have against the pinko commies,”
Ready said.
Nevertheless, in the face of
wide criticism, the top personnel
have ordered that Soviet symbols
no longer be used during the
show.
“I have instructed my assistants
and staff to strip the production of
any Russian symbols in the show.
The visual program and ideas will
be limited, just as any other typical college band,” the band director said.
“Because of the unexpected
reaction and controversy we have
taken the hammer and sickle off
the color guard uniform and they
are no longer using the Soviet
flags,” Ferrell said.

sliver

www.nique.net

NEW SEASON OF ENTOURAGE
Softcore porn is all fake
Quick, Leigh, to the Frat-mobile!
Time to go to the lakeski!
Safety Dance at 1:30pm. Any Takers?
Happy birthday, Em!!!
I break parking gates
Dollar Sixty-Five is the coolest house on campus.
So it’s settled, no more sex in the living room.
Can “tight-left scramble” be our only offensive play?
You want to climb a tree?!
If we yell at you from trees, don’t act like you can’t hear us. That’s
just rude.
Where’s red Jesus!?!
What do I want to be in 5 years? Bearded, Drunk, and Sailing.
AE- #2 in the rankings; but #1 in your hearts!
I’ve held so many freshman crowns while they all went down...
and its only the 3rd week of school
b-ski
After last week, Cody Hutchings needs to start at FG kicker
Thanks to the football players who rescued Brent from Moondogs.
hey girl who desistered but still wears her sorority shirts. just
don’t do it. its weird.
Has Gary ever been the Grimm reaper for Halloween?
housing for rent
ehhhhh
Freddy, if you put on a blonde wig, you woudl be your sister.
MO MILLER MO PROBLEMS!!!......for the opposition
no, i still don’t want to date you
i don’t care if you play the field...but don’t play me in the process.
thanks.
keep your babies under control
awwwww booza
btw... its really not ok to make out with 3+ boys in one night...
HAMMERED
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from page 32
a strong performance against the
Hokies. Freshman linebacker Kyle
Jackson and sophomore safety
Morgan Burnett led the Jackets
with 13 tackles apiece.
Defensive ends sophomore
Derrick Morgan and senior Michael Johnson combined for the
only Georgia Tech sack. The Jackets had nine tackles for losses,
which set the Hokies back a total
of 32 yards.
“The defense has played well
in spots, but there is still room
for improvement. Overall though
we have played pretty well on defense,” Johnson said.
Injuries weighed on the Jack-

ets before and during the game,
as sophomore wide receiver Demaryius Thomas and sophomore
linebacker Anthony Barnes along
with three other Jackets did not
play due to injuries.
Dwyer left the game in the
third quarter with an injury, and
later in the fourth quarter senior
defensive tackle Vance Walker
also came out. Dwyer would return, however, later in the game
to try to help the Jackets make a
comeback.
After Virginia Tech kicked a
field goal early in the fourth quarter, the Jackets responded with a
touchdown of their own. Georgia
Tech decided to go for two to tie
the game. Even after a false start

penalty on the first attempt, the
Jackets were able to convert with
a pass from Nesbitt to Cox, But
the Hokies came back with an
11 play, 76-yard drive to pick up
a field goal and the lead, 20-17,
which would become the final
score of the game.
The Jackets look to rebound tomorrow against Mississippi State,
whom they have not faced since
1929.
“Looking at Mississippi State,
they are a physical, fast, aggressive
football team.… They have weapons and will be a challenge for us
so we have to continue to get better. Defensively, they are probably
the best team we have played,”
Johnson said.

By Ben Lipford / Student Publications

Georgia Tech’s volleyball team huddles at a match in O’Keefe Gymnasium. The team defeated Ole Miss. and Eastern Illinois over the weekend.

V-Ball

By Michael Schneider / Student Publications

Josh Nesbitt rushes during Saturday’s game at Lane Stadum in Blacksburg, Va. Nesbitt led the Jackets with 151
rushing yards and broke the school record for the most rushing yards by a quarterback in a single game.

from page 32

back kills by Kellogg and Campbell sealed the score and forced
another set. In the final set, the
Jackets scored quickly for the win.
Tippins posted 28 assists, six digs
and two block assists over the last
two sets.
“It definitely wears down your
body, especially after a five-game
match. Everyone brought out
their energy that night, and [Ole
Miss] brought out their fans, because they were trying to heckle
us. Playing volleyball, you have to
be in good shape, so we’ve been
working on that,” Tippins said.
Finally, the Jackets continued
their success, needing just three
sets against Eastern Illinois. Tech’s
blockers helped to hold the opponent to a .091 hitting percentage.

In the second set, the Jackets tore
open the lead while cruising for a
25-13 win. A 9-2 run in the third
set sealed the score for a victory.
“We were determined to go
3-0 that day because we didn’t
want to play another five-game
match. That was our day…we told
ourselves, ‘Get in and get out.’
We started the match really well
and everything just clicked in that
one,” Tippins said.
The Jackets play this weekend
against ACC-favorite Clemson.
They also play against Florida
A&M to finish the tournament.
“We never beat [Clemson] last
season, so we’re going to be out to
get them. Basically, we are focusing on defense. We have a couple
of their players we are focusing
on but it’s mostly about us, like
our passing and serving,” Tippins
said.
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By Steven Cappetta
Staff Writer

2008 WOMEN ’S T ENNIS T EAM PREVIEW
A new season of women’s tennis will begin this weekend in Atlanta as the Jackets will host the Georgia Tech
Invitational tournament. There will be quite a different makeup of the team as senior Christy Striplin and junior
Amanda McDowell are the only two remaining players from the 2007 national championship team.
Sophomores Noelle Hickey and Sasha Krupina add two more experienced players from a season ago.
Four players are starting their freshman years at Tech: Lynn Blau, Hillary Davis, Irina Falconi and
Viet Ha Ngo. Falconi comes to Tech as a five-star recruit on tennisrecruiting.net and has professional
experience playing on the WTA Circuit for the past year and a half.
Davis comes to Tech from Austin, Texas with a No. 16 national ranking and being the 2007 Texas
Grand Slam Singles Champion. Blau, from Luxembourg, played on the ITF Women’s Circuit for a
year and won the Luxemburgish Championship in both individuals and team in 2006. Ngo,
from Vietnam, has also competed in several tournaments on the ITF Women’s
Circuit over the past year.
With solid returning players and a strong recruiting class, look for women’s tennis to continue the
success that it established in recent years.

Women’s Fall Season Schedule
Dates
9/19-9/21
9/27-10/5
10/24-10/27
11/6-11/9
11/7-11/9

Tournament
GT Invitational
All-American Championships
South Region Championships
National Indoor Championships
UNC Invitational

PLAYER SPOTLIGHT

Irina Falconi

Hometown: Jupiter, Fla.
Year: Freshman
Reason to watch: She enters Tech after playing a year and a
half on the professional circuit and as a five star recruit.

Men’s Fall Season Schedule
Dates
Tournament
9/19-9/22
UGA Invitational
10/3-10/12
All-American Championships
10/3-10/5
GT Fall Invitational
10/16-10/21 Mideast Regional Championships
11/6-11/9
ITA National Indoors

By Jon Drews/ Student Publications

Sasha Krupina is one of Tech’s four returning players from
last year team. Sasha looks to continue her doubles success.

2008 MEN ’S T ENNIS T EAM PREVIEW
The men’s tennis team will also start their season this week as they travel to Athens and
compete in the UGA tournament.
The team makeup this season will be almost all underclassmen, with no seniors and one
junior. Sophomore Guillermo Gomez, who was last season’s ACC Freshman of the Year
and Mideast ITA Rookie of the Year, returns to lead the team.
Other positions are fluid and younger guys had opportunities to play at higher positions toward the end of last season. With some experience under their belts, the sophomores will make an impact on the team this season.
Freshmen Kevin King and Dusan Miljewvic provide the Jackets with some depth at
several positions. The youth in Tech’s ranks should make the Jackets a force in the ACC as
the team can grow together and establish a formidable identity throughout the upcoming
season.
PLAYER SPOTLIGHT

Eliot Potvin

By Brian Casey/ Student Publications

Ryan Smith looks to build oﬀ of his freshman
season where he played in No. 1 doubles spot.

Weʼd like to hear from you.
Write us a letter.
opinions@nique.net

Looking to get involved on

campus?

Join the Technique

staﬀ.

Hometown: Hampden, Maine
Year: Sophomore
Reason to watch: Looking to continue his freshman development, Potvin hopes to push men’s team into the top 25.
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Georgia Tech (2-1) vs. Mississippi State (1-2)

JACKETS

The last time the Jackets played Mississippi State they were coming off a national
championship in the “wrong-way” Riegels
Rose Bowl. In 1929, the Jackets would defeat Mississippi State on October 5.
Unfortunately Tech, who was a perfect
10-0 the previous season, would finish 3-6 that year.
The Jackets, who played at Virginia Tech last weekend, are coming home for their first game at
Bobby Dodd Stadium since
August 28.
Tech, trying to rebound
from their first loss under
Paul Johnson, will face the
Bulldogs for the third time
ever.
In 1909, the Jackets,
under John Heisman, went
6-3 with one of their wins
coming against the Bulldogs, 23-0. In 1929, the Jackets won 2713 under William Alexander. Both games
were at Grant Field.
The Jackets rank high in rushing stats as
expected. Tech leads the ACC in rushing and
is ninth in the nation averaging 263 yards per
game.
The Jackets are just starting to get comfortable in this new offense. While Head
Coach Paul Johnson held back using the
triple option play in the first two games, Virginia Tech saw it a lot and Mississippi State
may also see it.
By Michael Schneider/
Student Publications

BULLDOGS

By Akshay Amaraneni
Assistant Sports Editor

The Bulldogs’ season has not started out as
well as they would have liked. State opened
the year with a loss to former-Jacket Taylor
Bennett and Louisiana Tech.
After a blow-out win over South East
Louisiana, State reverted to a poor offense
and scored zero points against Auburn.
Their only points came on a safety when
Auburn was called for holding in their
end zone. Despite that, the Bulldogs
still only lost by a point on an Auburn field goal.
The Bulldogs are led on offense by sophomore quarterback
Wesley Carroll. Carroll did not
start until the seventh game of the
season, but led the team to their
first winning record and bowlbirth since 2000.
State’s defense held the Golden Knights of UCF, Conference
USA champions, to just three
points and won by a touchdown in
the 2007 Liberty Bowl.
The Bulldogs’ secondary ranks
16 in pass defense and 20 in total
defense and they have only allowed
one meaningful touchdown all
year. That came early against Louisiana Tech in State’s first game.
Unfortunately, their offense
has a hard time keeping up. Their
passing attack is ranked No. 93,
while their overall offense is
just No. 103 in the nation.

Spread: GT (-7.5). Prediction: MSU 14 - Tech 24

Photo courtesy of the SEC

Sports

sports@nique.net
Sports Editor:
Matt Hoﬀman
Assistant Sports Editor:
Akshay Amaraneni

Technique

The Hammer Falls
Jacksonville State's halftime show
raises questions about old Soviet sentiments that still run strong 26

Jackets fall short to Hokies
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September 19, 2008

Volleyball
takes two of
three in Miss.
By Randy Darnowsky
Staff Writer

By Michael Schneider / Student Publications

Josh Nesbitt fumbles the ball in the ﬁrst quarter against Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Va. The Jackets’ loss was the ﬁrst for them in ACC
play. Two other turnover later game, one of which led to a Hokie touchdown, the other led to a Hokie ﬁeld goal, gave VT the win.
By Matt Hoﬀman
Sports Editor

Georgia Tech fell to Virginia Tech 20-17 Saturday in
Blacksburg, Va. The loss was
the first on the season for the
Jackets and moves their record
to 2-1 overall and 1-1 in the
ACC.
“It was a tough, hardfought game. I’m disappointed
we didn’t come out on the right
end of it. Quite honestly, I just
don’t think we made enough
plays when we had to,” said
Head Coach Paul Johnson.
Sophomore
quarterback
Josh Nesbitt set a new school
record for the most rushing
yards for quarterback in a
single game with 151 yards on
28 attempts. The record was
previously held by Reggie Ball
when he set the record in 2006
with 130 yards against Troy.
Nesbitt was the focal point
of the Jackets offense as his
rushing yards and 109 passing yards contributed 260 of
the Jackets’ 387 total yards on
offense. Sophomore B-back
Jonathan Dwyer had his least
productive game of the season,
rushing for only 28 yards in 10
attempts, making it the first
time he has not rushed at least
100 yards in a game this season. Sophomore running back
Lucas Cox led the Jackets with
12.6 yards per carry.
Turnovers plagued the Jackets from the beginning. After
starting with the ball on their

own 40-yard line for the first
series of the game, the Jackets
drove the ball 25 yards in five
plays to the Virginia Tech 35
yard-line, but Nesbitt fumbled
the ball
on the
n e x t
p l a y,
allowing the
Hok ies
to go four and out. The Jackets were able to mount another
drive in the next series, going
56 yards in 10 plays ending
with a field goal by sophomore

kicker Scott Blair, giving the
Jackets an early 3-0 lead.
Aside from a missed point
after touchdown (PAT) in the
second quarter, the special
teams,
which
w e r e
highly
questionable after
the first
two games, showed improvement. Every return picked up
positive yardage, and the fumbles which weighed heavily on
Georgia Tech during its first

Georgia Tech
Virginia Tech

17
20

By Blake Israel / Student Publications

Lucas Cox awaits a pass at Lane Stadium in Blackburg, Va. He
picked up 64 yards in the game Saturday against the Hokies.

two games were avoided.
Virginia Tech, however,
wasted no time responding
to Tech’s early lead, scoring a
touchdown on the next series,
which consisted of 13 plays and
80 yards capped by freshman
tailback Darren Evans driving
eight yards into the end zone.
Like the Jackets, the Hokies’
offense was very run heavy.
Over 80 percent of the Hokies’
247 offensive yards were rushing yards with Evans leading
the team with 96 yards and
sophomore quarterback Tyrod
Taylor following closely with
87 yards. Taylor was originally
supposed to be red-shirted for
the season, but Head Coach
Frank Beamer pulled the red
shirt after the Hokies fell in an
upset to Eastern Carolina in
week one.
With 3:44 left in the first
half, Georgia Tech scored its
first touchdown and took the
lead. The blocked PAT by
Blair put the score at 9-7 in
the Georgia Tech’s favor. The
Jackets’ second fumble of the
game, again by Nesbitt, came
with just 1:10 left in the second quarter. The Jackets’ defense was unable to hold off
the Hokies, who got the ball
on the Jackets’ 43-yard line,
and the Hokies were able to
go into the locker room with a
lead of 14-9.
Georgia Tech’s defense had
See VT, page 27

The volleyball team took two out of three
at the Magnolia Invitational played last
weekend. The tournament featured two fiveset matches and a face off against an SEC opponent. Senior Michelle Kandell was named
the top libero, while sophomore setter Mary
Ashley Tippins and freshman middle hitter
Asia Stawicka were named to the all-tournament team.
On Friday, senior outside hitter Talisa
Kellogg led the team with a total of 16 kills
but it was not enough as the Jackets lost to
SMU. The loss was the second consecutive
for Tech, with both coming in five sets. Tech
had to win the third and fourth sets just to
keep the game alive. The Jackets committed
several errors in the final set which cost them
the game.
“Against SMU, we started off slowly and
we were just trying to find our rhythm. It
came to us some games and others it didn’t,”
Tippins said.
The Jackets managed to put big numbers
on the scoreboard. Freshman Allison Campbell, senior Callie Miller and junior Brittany
Roderick each had at least ten kills. The Jackets led their opponent in every scoring category, except points.
“Our passing started clicking and everyone’s energy picked up…We brought more of
our energy and better passes. Better hits just
came about and we were focused,” Tippins
said.
Tech later broke their losing streak in another five-set match against the home team,
Ole Miss. The win against an SEC opponent
will statistically help the Jackets’ chance of
earning a bid for the NCAA tournament.
Tippins recorded 19 assists over the fourth
and fifth sets. Kellogg and Campbell led the
offense with double figures in kills. Kandell
led the back row defense with 23 digs.
With a tie late in the fourth set, the Jackets added more points on two defending
blocks and four opponent errors. Back-toSee V-Ball, page 27

By Joey Cerone / Student Publications

Jordan McCullers serves a ball at the O’Keefe
Gymnasium. Tech won two of three in Miss.

