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Rapping up a
new tradition
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The GTGs, famous for setting
Tech topics like the M-Train
to hip hop beats, have released their first album.13
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Portions of Atlantic Dr., Fourth St. to be closed
By Cas Turbak
Contributing Writer
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In preparation for the construction of the Clough Undergraduate
Learning Commons (CULC),
two of Tech’s major roads will be
closed in the near future: Fourth
Street and Atlantic Drive. Although currently there is no definitive date for the roads’ closing,
construction is expected to begin
in mid December and continue
until June 2009.
The closure will affect the portion of Fourth Street from Fowler
Street to Atlantic Drive, and will
then continue down Atlantic
Drive to Ferst Drive. Due to its location on Fourth Street, Research
Drive, which is the loop behind
the library, will also be inaccessible. During construction, these
roads will be closed to all nonsupport vehicles. Neither pedes-

trian traffic nor the Stinger routes
will be affected.
“This kind of turmoil is inevitable but we try to mitigate it
as much as possible,” said Alfred
Dolder, senior capital project
manager. Dolder stated that the
primary effect of the road closures
would be to disrupt deliveries to
the buildings on the streets.
“To some degree Atlantic Drive
and Fourth Street are used for deliveries. That’s going to come to a
gentle halt,” Dolder said.
Delivery issues will be mitigated by increased use of State Street
and old Plum Street, the road that
formerly ran between the College of Computing and the Klaus
Building.
Although the prospect of delivery trucks driving through
a well-traveled pedestrian area
raises safety concerns, Dolder said
that it would not be an issue. “It

Nineteen months after visiting Tech
OIT report:
Social networks Obama wins presidential vote
present threats
By William Brawley
Assistant News Editor

The spread of malware, viruses and other
cyber attacks on social networking sites like Facebook and MySpace presents one of the main
emerging cybersecurity threats, according to a
report issued by Tech’s Information Security
Center.
The report, entitled “Emerging Cyber Threats
Report for 2009,” outlines various forms of computer security threats that have been increasing
in occurrence and are expected to become more
prevalent in the near future. These new threats
include new ways in which users’ computers can
become infected with malware, viruses and botnets, as well as new ways of conducting phishing scams.
“Based on research that we do here at Georgia Tech and friends that we have in the industry who are top leaders in this field, we identified
these major threats,” said Mustaque Ahamad,
director of the Information Security Center.
“Our report is more forward-looking...like what
we can do to save face as we deal with the kinds
of threats that we are talking about.”
“Malware, basically, is software that will
do bad things if it somehow manages to get
installed on your machine...it finds a stealthy
way to get there,” Ahamad said. “A lot of this is
driven by the intent to steal sensitive data that
you may have.”
Another type of threat addressed in the new
report is that of botnets, which are a type of
security breach to a user’s computer in which
an attacker can remotely take control of the
computer. “With a botnet, [the user’s computer]
becomes part of a larger network [of computers],” Ahamad said. These computers are often
referred to as “zombie computers,” which are
taken over and used en masse with other computers for nefarious purposes.
In the early days of computers, typical security threats did not have to be very advanced,
as the idea of security protection was minimal.
However, today computer systems are more
complex, and many people have secure operating systems and use anti-virus and malware protection software. “The bad guys have become
more sophisticated,” Ahamad said. “They don’t
See Malware, page 2
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Barack Obama, now president-elect, campaigns at Tech during an April 14, 2007 rally.

doesn’t hurt to err on the side of
caution,” he said. “Pedestrian use
should be unimpeded. It’s one of
the principal routes in Tech.”
Parking in the area, particularly on Fourth Street, will also
be affected by the construction.
“A lot of the permits will have to
be reassigned, most likely to the
Student Center parking deck,”
said David Santa Ana, associate
director of Parking and Transportation. “This is the only option
that has the sufficient capacity to
accept this many vehicles.”
Santa Ana stated that although
there were plans to reassign Fourth
Street parking during the road
closures, it was still too early to
determine what the parking situation would be at the completion of
the CULC construction. “We’re
getting close; hopefully we’ll get
See Closing, page 2

NEWS BRIEFS
Free newspapers
now available in
new locations
The Collegiate Readership Program, which provides
Tech students with free copies
of USA Today, NY Times and
the AJC, has been expanded to
be available in more locations
on campus. The new locations
are in the Management Building, the Instructional Center
and the D.M. Smith building.
The original locations near the
dining halls, Student Center,
Flag building and CRC will
remain. Future locations are
also being considered, including the College of Computing
and Junior’s Grill, according to
Jimmy Williams, SGA planning and development committee chair.

OIT announces new
printing options
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The line outside the Student Center polls forced some to have to wait hours to vote.
By Craig Tabita
Editor-in-Chief

When Barack Obama
came to Tech on April 14,
2007, his goal at the time was
to gather enough support in
Georgia to defeat Hillary
Clinton in the Democratic
presidential primary. On
Tuesday, nearly 19 months
later, he succeeded in his ultimate goal of being elected
the president of the United
States.
While all of Georgia’s
electoral votes went to Re-

publican candidate John
McCain, who won the state
with 52% of the vote to
Obama’s 47%, votes cast at
the Student Center precinct
showed a definite preference for Obama. Of 1,023
votes cast for president, 688
(67.3%) went to Obama,
with 295 (28.8%) cast for
McCain, 28 (2.7%) for Libertarian candidate Bob Barr
and 12 (1.2%) for write-ins.
According to results
posted outside the Student
Center, Tech’s own George
P. Burdell received write-in

votes for many of the races.
Other popular write-in candidates among Tech students
included cartoon characters
(Batman, SpongeBob, Daff y
Duck, Mickey Mouse); famous athletes, mainly quarterbacks (Brett Favre, John
Elway, Matt Ryan, Tim
Tebow, Sidney Crosby); Hollywood stars (Chuck Norris,
Tom Cruise, Paris Hilton);
Tech personalities (Gary
Schuster, Paul Johnson); and
finally, numerous instances
of Tech students voting for,
presumably, themselves.

Students will now be able
to print from any computer
connected to a Tech network.
OIT has developed mobile
printer packages that students
can download from the OIT
software distribution service,
which will allow them to send
print jobs to destination printers, including Central Printing.
However, all the jobs must be
released from release stations,
which are currently in the Library Commons and Student
Center computer clusters.
Also, the library will begin
a pay-for-print option today
that will enable students to
purchase prints after they have
used up their weekly quota.
After this feature is launched,
students will see their allotment of prints in monetary values, rather than virtual print
units. Students will be able to
use their BuzzCard funds for
pay-for-print purchases.
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Technique Online Voice your opinion!
Last issue’s question received 110 responses.
Who do you support for President?

Barack
Obama

38.3%

46.1%

8.7%
Bob Barr

John McCain

6.9%
Other

This week’s question:
How do you feel about the road closings?

Tell us at www.nique.net

Malware

from page 1

try to blindly get you, but try to
get to you where you feel like it is
a legitimate action.”
Herb Baines, OIT director of
Information Security, described
some of the methods in which attackers utilize social networking
to conduct their schemes. “Things
like ‘adspoits’ on these social networks. You’ll see a lot of various
ads, individual ads, corporate ads,
things like that...that may have a
malware hidden behind it.”
One of the characteristics of

ads on social networking sites that
makes them potentially dangerous, besides having the ability to
be personalized based on the information that users edit on their
profiles, is the fact that these ads
link to external websites, outside
the confines of the social networking site. “All of these social
networks will allow you to click
on external links [in ads],” Baines
said. “In the case of Facebook,
they have done a lot to combat
malware on their end, but it’s all
those external links that they have
no way to police.”

Drink irresponsibly

An officer was dispatched to
Smith Residence Hall on Oct.
31 regarding an intoxicated student who was found by a Peer
Leader trying to enter the wrong
residence hall room, unaware of
which room was his. When the
officer arrived, the student was
found in the bathroom stall. The
student was conscious and breathing, but he was slurring and mumbling words when asked questions
by the police officer. The student
was transported to Crawford
Long Hospital and issued a code
of conduct violation.

From the files of the GTPD...

Campus Crime
By William Brawley
Assistant News Editor
Picking pockets

Fraternity theft

During a routine speeding stop
on Tech Parkway the morning of
Oct. 28, a background check on
the license plate indicated a valid
Fulton County warrant for a failure to appear in court. The driver
was placed under arrest and transported to Fulton County Jail.

On Saturday, Tech police were
notified about two distinct incidents of pickpocketing which occurred approximately 30 minutes
apart. The incidents both occurred
inside Bobby Dodd Stadium. The
first incident of theft occurred as
the victim realized his pocket had
been picked when he entered the
bathroom on the club level of the
stadium. The second incident occurred in the Upper North stands
as the other victim stood in line
at a concessions stand. This victim stated that a black male was
standing behind him in line and
bumped into him just before the
victim realized his wallet was
gone. No perpetrators were located.

Tech police were called to Pi
Kappa Phi fraternity on Nov. 1
regarding a report of theft.
The police met with two students who stated that early in the
morning of the same day, both of
their wallets had been stolen by a
visitor to the fraternity house. The
visitor had been let in by a friend
of a friend. Other missing valuables included an iPod and a cell
phone.
The two students also stated
that they had an idea of which
individual was responsible for the
theft. Additionally, the other student’s driver’s license was found
on the ground outside, behind the
fraternity house.

One example of a recent exploit
using social networking to infect
computers with malware occurred
in August this year with the Facebook “Court Jester attack,” in
which over 18,000 profiles were
targeted within a 24 hour period
with links posted in “wall” messages that led to the download of
malware.
OIT estimates that on a monthly basis, 10 of the 8,000 systems
connected to ResNet/EastNet are
affected by malware.
“The bad guys tend to take the
path of least resistance,” Ahamad

said. “Social networking makes it
easier.”
There are many things that users can do to protect themselves
from these risks. “Go to OIT’s
website and download the free
software that is available to them,”
Baines said. “Make sure your machine is up to date. Use good antivirus software, use secure browsers, block cookies, javascript and
popups.”
“There is some protection on
OIT’s part,” Baines said. “However, it still comes down to the users’
awareness.”

Closing

Worse than speeding

from page 1

something more definite by the
first of the year,” Santa Ana said.
“There is still a design to have
some parking associated with the
project. There is still some work to
establish the plausibility of this,”
Santa Ana said on the prospect of
parking located at the CULC.
Remotely controlled gates will
be installed at the entrances to
these roads in the coming weeks;
however, they will not be activated until the project begins in mid
December.
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This week in Student Government

ach Tuesday, elected members of the two houses of the Student Government Association, the
Undergraduate House of Representatives (UHR) and the Graduate Student Senate (GSS), convene to
consider allocation bills and discuss issues facing campus. Here is a summary of those two meetings.

This edition of Council Clippings covers the UHR and GSS
meetings from Nov. 4, 2008.

IFC jumps to Tier 2
A resolution approving Tier 2
assignment for the Interfraternity
Council was approved. The status
will give the Council, which represents 20 percent of Tech students,
a larger budget and more freedom
to implement their programs.

CSA denied funding
for trip to the High
The Chinese Students’ Asociation (CSA) asked for a bill to fund
tickets to the High museum for
the “The First Emperor: China’s
Terracotta Army” exhibit. The
line requesting money for parking
was struck because the club is expected to take public transporta-

By Sijia Cai, Staﬀ Writer

tion to the High. The number of
tickets funded was also cut in half,
from 46 to 23 at a new total cost
of $260. There was some discussion on the UHR floor about the
actual scope of the event; some
suggested that though it was open
to all students, only CSA members would attend.
Many representatives also expressed concerns that it was unnecessary to fund tickets at all
because Fulton County residents
are allowed free entry to the High
the first weekend of every month.
Every Tech student is considered
a Fulton County resident for the
length of his or her stay. In the
end, the bill failed to pass UHR
by a vote of 12-29-1 and failed
GSS 4-15-1.

Calculus: the Musical
The UHR and GSS approved
Club Math’s request to fund the
showing of Calculus: The Mu-

sical, which satirizes a calculus
class. The musical will be shown in
Howey Physics. The club expects
it to be popular among students,
especially freshmen. The bill was
passed 33-9-0 in UHR and 22-31 in GSS.

Other business
A joint allocation to the Yellow
Jacket Baseball Club was passed
34-2-2 in the UHR and failed
7-11-1 in GSS. A heavily amended
bill to fund startup expenses for
the Paintball Club also passed
UHR 29-9-2 and failed GSS 8-101.
Another resolution to create
the SGA position of accountant,
with an annual salary of about
$38,000, was deferred for consideration until next week because
some representatives expressed
concerns that they were not familiar enough with all the facts to
make a decision yet.
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lot of things went on
outside the bubble of Tech
in the past week. Here are a few
important events taking place
throughout the nation and the
world.

CNN beams guests into
studio for election
For their election coverage
Tuesday, CNN rolled out a lot of
technology. In addition to their
“Magic Screen,” an extra-large
touchscreen smart display, CNN
debuted the use of “holograms”
to use in interviews of guests and
correspondents.
CNN had an elaborate camera
and computer set up to pull oﬀ the
eﬀect. Correspondents and guests
were surrounded by 25 highdeﬁnition cameras to capture all
angles around the person. Multiple
computers then coordinated all
the video feeds, which were then
transmitted from the ﬁeld back to
CNN’s studio, with the result being
that the person appeared to be
beamed live into the studio.

Author Crichton
succumbs to cancer
Michael Crichton, acclaimed
creator of The Andromeda Strain
and Jurassic Park, passed away on
Wednesday after a “private battle
with cancer,” The Los Angeles Times
reported. Crichton was 66 years old.
Born in Chicago in 1942, Crichton
earned a degree as a medical
doctor from Harvard Medical
School. While studying medicine,
Crichton penned his first bestselling novel, The Andromeda Strain,
a science ﬁction thriller based on
the discovery of an alien organism
strain. Known for his penchant
for scientiﬁc and technologically
themed novels, he branched over
to ﬁlm and television with sci-ﬁ
blockbusters such as Jurassic Park
and ER. Crichton, a proliﬁc writer,
also wrote about non-science
ﬁction topics, seen in historical
ﬁction like The Great Train Robbery
and the travelogue Travels.
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InVenture offers inventors cash prizes, free patents
By Kaitlin Goodrich
Staff Writer

Industrious Tech students can
officially state their intent to enter the InVenture Prize @ Georgia
Tech. The InVenture Prize is a
competition for Tech students to
present their inventions to a faculty panel of judges to be rated on
factors such as innovation of concept, marketability of invention,
market size, inventor’s passion
and the potential for the invention
to start an actual business. Students can work independently or
in teams, but the invention must
be a totally student-driven effort,
without significant faculty or professional aid.
The aim of this competition
is to spark innovation on a large

scale in the student population.
“Georgia Tech has a lot of student inventive spirit that is not
being captured,” said Craig Forest, assistant ME professor and
member of the faculty organizing
committee. “Because we have so
many students, and they are all
so bright, there are all these ideas
just percolating around campus
but there was no way to harness
that…. [We hope to give] the
proper resources and incentives to
allow these young people to realize
their dream; that is, building their
invention, getting into markets,
making millions of bucks and
having an impact on the world.”
To increase the incentive to
enter this competition, the winners are being offered large prizes.
One winning inventor and one

winning team will be given free
patent filings by Tech’s Office of
Technology Licensing (valued at
$25,000 each) and cash prizes
of $5,000 for the individual and
$10,000 for the team.
Additionally, all the winners
will be offered a paid summer
internship to work on their invention with invitations to free
business services and to pursue
commercialization such as funding opportunities, office space,
market vetting and mentorship
by faculty and industry entrepreneurs.
The idea to do a project of this
scale was totally faculty, not administration headed. A team consisting of College of Engineering
professors Ray Vito, Craig Forest and Ravi Bellamkonda and

College of Computing professor
Merrick Furst have been working
through October to put on the
InVenture Prize, as a way to show
faulty support for invention.
The ultimate goal of the project
is to increase the number of startups begun by Tech students, and
to increase the number of provisional and utility patents filed by
GT students over a three to five
year time period. It is also hoped
that the InVenture prize will foster
an environment conducive to invention on Tech’s campus.
The competition itself will be
held on Jan. 29, 2009 at 7 p.m.
in the College of Management’s
LeCraw auditorium. In the preliminary round, students will
give a 2½-minute presentation on
their invention, and then answer

2½ minutes of questions from the
judges. The top 10 percent of inventions will then advance to the
final round where they will give a
five-minute presentation on their
invention, followed by a five-minute question and answer session.
Judging will be done by a fiveperson faculty panel, with input
from the student audience, so
students are encouraged to attend
even if they do not have an invention to present.
Students can enter by registering their intent to compete online
unil Nov. 10 at www.interntureprize.gatech.edu. Students must
then register their idea for the
competition between Nov. 25 and
Dec. 15 and build a prototype of
the invention before going before
the panel of judges.
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Service learning study abroad in Peru launched
By Kaitlin Goodrich
Staff Writer

The Building Construction
program in the College of Architecture will launch the Sustainable Development Study Abroad
Program in Peru this summer in
conjunction with the School of
Modern Languages and the Office of Community Service. This
six-week program is part of the
new service learning initiatives on
campus. Participants will spend
time in Cusco, Peru learning sustainable development issues, both
in the classroom and through a
short-term construction project.
“When we’re talking about
sustainable development [as the
focus of this study abroad], we’re
not just talking about the environment. We’re talking about many
issues…sustaining cultures and
sustaining economies in the region. The scope of what this study
abroad focuses on is much larger
than suggested by the title,” said
Vicki Galloway, the Modern Languages department director of the
program.
The proposed service learning
course aims to give students a basic understanding of the culture,
history, economy and geopolitical
situation of the Andes area, as well
as accomplish a construction project in such a manner that students

learn the importance of considering sustainability issues in every
step of planning and executing a
development project.
The program includes two
classes for Tech credit. The building construction course will be a
six-credit course, BC 4900: Special
Problems: Sustainable Methods in
Ancient and Modern Buildings.
This course will not only teach
participants about basic building
construction methods and materials they will need to complete the
project, but it will also cover historical Incan architecture that can
be seen in Cusco.
The BC class is not meant to be
an intensive class for only BC majors, but rather to be basic enough
that anyone could take the course.
“Students can learn the most by
doing things through the service
part, so anyone can learn in this
program,” said Daniel Castro, the
College of Architecture director of
the program.
The Spanish course is proposed
to be a three-credit intermediatelevel course called Intermediate
Spanish Abroad. It would teach
the basic grammar in a normal
2000 level class at Tech, but
would focus on vocabulary and
themes relating to Peruvian culture and the daily activities of the
students.
The course could possibly be

made an upper-level course if there
is interest from the student body.
“The Spanish component is very
flexible and we are going to try to
mold it to the particular group of
student that we have…. We encourage anyone beyond the 1002
level to apply,” said Galloway.
The service learning portion
will be done in conjunction with
ProWorld Service Corps, since
they already have the necessary
contacts within the community to
make the project successful. Students will spend four to six hour
weekdays in Cusco working on
site to build a classroom and bathrooms for a kindergarten school.
Students will work alongside
members of the community and
learn hands-on how to run a sustainable construction project.
Other important parts of the
program include a homestay
with a Peruvian family and cultural excursions around Peru. The
homestay will allow students to
fully immerse themselves in the
culture and language. Cultural
excursions will allow participants
to understand the culture in a different way than is possible in the
classroom. The excursions include
visits to Machu Picchu and the Sacred Valley of Ollantaytambo and
attendance at the Festival of Intu
Raymi, which is the ceremony of
the June solstice and one of the

PERU
Cusco

Image courtesy of CIA World Factbook

The South American country Peru will be the location of Tech’s
new service learning study abroad program.
largest celebrations of the year
there.
The sustainable development
study abroad is the first international service-learning program.
The idea of service learning was
brought forth by Anu Parvatiyar,
fifth-year BME and last year’s undergraduate student body president, at a LeaderShape retreat in
2005 as her vision statement to
take out to campus. A committee
was put together of students also
interested in advancing service
learning on campus and together

they created the idea of service
learning programs. A pilot program within Atlanta was launched
last spring, called Semester in the
City, that focused on serving in
English Avenue, and its success allowed for the creation of an international successor.
“This is the kind of thing students wanted to see in their education…. We’ve had a lot of positive
feedback on the English Avenue
course and we’re excited to hear
what students have to say about
the Peru course,” Parvatiyar said.
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ISyE professor, new to Tech, wins INFORMS fellowship
By Ben Keyserling
Assistant Photo Editor

Jianjun Shi, a professor in the
School of Industrial and Systems
Engineering (ISyE), was presented
with a fellowship by the Institute
for Operations Research and the
Management Sciences on Oct.
13. Shi is one of 12 INFORMS
members, or about 0.125% of the
organization’s membership, to be
named as an INFORMS Fellow
at this year’s annual meeting in
Washington, D.C.
INFORMS is a professional
organization for operations research, described on its website as
“the application of advanced analytical methods to help make better decisions.” INFORMS awards
fellowships annually, based on five
criteria: Research, Practice, Management, Education and Service.
Shi joins 10 other ISyE faculty
who have won an INFORMS fellowship.
Shi was awarded this fellowship
on the basis of his contribution to
INFORMS. In 1998, he founded
and chaired the Quality, Statistics
and Reliability (QSR) section of
INFORMS. QSR expanded the
territory of INFORMS, Shi said.
“Before QSR, people in quality,
statistics or reliability did not have
a home in INFORMS...this effort
kind of expands INFORMS to at-

tract new members.”
In addition to simply expanding INFORMS, QSR has become
an active and prominent section.
In recent years’ conferences, Shi
said “this subdivision holds the
most sessions of all subdivisions
[within INFORMS].” Because
of its wide applications, the QSR
section has members from both
the academic and business communities.
Shi’s extensive research on industrial engineering also contributed to the award. Shi has written
a book, Stream of Variation Modeling and Analysis for Multistage
Manufacturing Processes, and has
published 73 research papers in
journals. Shi’s research has focused
on variability and manufacturing,
and he has performed research for
the automotive and aircraft industries. At the Chinese Academy of
Science, Shi founded the Center
for Quality Science Research,
where he is the director.
Before coming to Georgia Tech
in January, Shi was the G. Lawton
and Louise G. Johnson Professor
of Engineering at the University of
Michigan. In 1992, Shi earned his
PhD in Mechanical Engineering
from Michigan, where he taught
students studying both Mechanical Engineering and Industrial
and Operations Engineering from
1995 to 2007.

After spending 19 years on
Michigan’s campus in Ann Arbor,
Shi chose to come to Tech because
of its opportunities, adding that
“the department here is huge...
[with] 65 faculty members.” Shi is
adjusting to his 17-mile commute
from Marietta, and is enjoying
Atlanta’s warmer weather. More
importantly, Shi feels like he now
has “more impact on Industrial
Engineering as a discipline.”
At Tech, Shi has already made
an impact—last month, ISyE approved a new PhD specialization
for System Informatics and Control. In a production or service
system, Shi said, “there is a lot
of data available in different formats.... The question is, how can
we effectively extract information
from them, close to a real-time
fashion?” Such information could
then be used to improve upon the
system, and would be useful for
system diagnostics and prognostics (determining the remaining
life of a system.)
System Informatics and Control is an interdisciplinary field.
“The specialization really emphasizes the interface...between statistics, signal processing, data analysis and computer science with
engineering domain knowledge,”
Shi said.
System Informatics and Control draws from, and will be able
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ISyE professor Jianjun Shi received an INFORMS fellowship based
in part on his work in Quality, Statistics, and Reliability (QSR).
to support, the other specializations within ISyE.
There are currently five students in the System Informatics
and Control specialization, and
Shi will start teaching a course
specific to the specialization in the
spring.
“Within ISYE, we have people
who are very strong in Operations
Research, very strong in Stoichas-

tics, very strong in Logistics and
Statistics...these are the pillars of
IE and the new concentration will
work with them to have a solid basis,” Shi said.
While Tech’s program is currently unique, Shi hopes for more
expansion. “I hope that other IE
departments can either follow or
participate [with the new concentration],” Shi said.

sliver

technique

I hereby declare myself “King of the Known Universe”; the allknowing entity.
Seriously, paganism is the best religion of them all... I get to create my own gods, and make up laws that please me.
w00t for the atheist bus campaign! Dawkins/Atheists ftw.
i think the people above me are having sex
either that or they’re sleeping restlessly and agreeing with each
other a lot.
Can’t believe brewer got a cake for his birthday
The yellow jacket statues around campus are alive. When no one
is around they say, “Where’s my honey, $#%@h!!”
I wish I was a 107 girl...
If a pane of glass cannot withstand ONE pelvic thrust, then it is
inferrior and shouldn’t have been there in the first place.
HOW CAN SHE SLAP?????
i want to live in ULC 107!
GTLogin is awesoe
Seriously though, how can she slap???????
8th St. West girls are the best on campus.
Fear the black bikes...
Milne come to a party
Sleep is overrated.
just because i look like a slut doesn’t mean i am one
Sometimes, when no one is looking at the library, I take it out
and swing it around
Wizzy just stop teaching please just stop...
Wizzy please stop teaching its just getting sad
I was sitting in class the other day with my new computer when
someone asked me if i had popped its cherry yet....WTF mate?
Shezzy is slow!
Harshawn is a G.
dear excess lab partner(ELP): omg...you are such a creeper...why
did you follow me home?
Vote Nader/Gonzales 08!
iPhone slivers!
Scott is a framing framing framingo
the guy in finite rec who sits in the front is totally cute :)
L5P for the win!
Why does no one dress up during the day for Halloween?
Gah, it’s impossible to focus during CEE 2300!
Cells can have whatever they like!
Polymorphism is legal in georgia
Test on 5 chapters and you test us on info in a caption. Are you
serious?
Org. Behaviors= biggest waste of my time.
Hi asian Cowboy, love the belt buckle!
Kelly-Anne, will you marry me? <3 Buzz
To anonymous OB Prof: Equity Theory my FIST.

making friday lectures more interesting

www.nique.net
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Richard balances school, football, presidential search

Photo by Blake Israel / Student Publications
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Left: Darryl Richard defends the field in this year’s football game against Virginia Tech. Right: Richard, an MBA student, stands in front of the College of Management.
By Sijia Cai
Staff Writer

Darryl Richard was already
carrying a heavy load as both an
MBA student and a defensive
tackle on Tech’s football team.
But this summer, on top of all
that, he was named as the student
body representative on the presidential search committee to find
a replacement for former Institute
President Wayne Clough. Clough
left in July to lead the Smithsonian Institution.
The 20-member committee,
which was launched in August

to recruit the Institute’s next
president, is composed of regents
from the University of Georgia
Board of Regents, professors from
each college and a number of accomplished alumni. Richard was
chosen because of his experience
as both an undergraduate and a
graduate at Tech, his excellent
academic record and heavy involvement in campus organizations—most notably as one of the
captains of Tech’s football team.
In order to represent the student body to the best of his ability,
Richard has been going around
campus organizations and can-
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Captain Amazing says, “Don’t worry, I got this.”
I get facebook, gmail, gatech mail, AOL, and internet on my
phone. CRACKBERRY!!!
New Slogan: Come to Arkansas and Get Shot
Underdog 2008: The Best Dog for the Job
The number of slivers submited is inversely related to GPA.
KRILL!!!!!
omg
Why so serious? Batman: The Dark Knight @ the Stu Cen.
I very much enjoy the little nub.
to the two guys in Bio 1510..stop asking questions
ESE 316 we hope you liked your gluten free halloween cookies!
<3
Could you stop smoking around people outside in public, it’s just
gross.
WTF housing!?! Now we have SMOKE in our apartment! Thanks
for the noise and the fumes, I just hope that we can pick up our
free gas mask from the NANO desk!
Dooooo Dooooo!!!!!
Gotta get on that You Tube son!
I love GTLogin!!!
Bad smell smoke loud sounds = nae construction sucks
take a psych class and find out, you moron
hockey
I’ll complain about the North Ave construction when I damn
well please!
What is blue and smells like red paint......blue paint!
Drum people practice in SAC fields 8 in the morning on Saturday, IT IS 8 IN THE MONRING ON A SATURDAY!!

vassing opinions on what students
would like to see in the next institutional president.
“My job is to bring the student
perspective to the table and blend
it with the views of other constituents,” Richard said.
In order to promote student input into the presidential selection,
open forums for undergraduates
and graduates were held in which
students could express their opinions about what they wanted to
see in the next president.
Particularly, Richard has been
talking to Georgia Tech Ambassadors, who deal with community

and alumni relations, the Ramblin’ Reck Club, the Undergraduate House of Representatives and
the Honor Advisory Council,
among numerous other organizations around campus.
“The hardest part about representing the entire student body
is finding a medium between the
perspective of the undergraduate
students and that of the graduate
students, which are very different.
For example, graduate students
want more programs dedicated to
them and a dean of their own, and
undergrads want more research
opportunities with professors,”

Richard said.
Some of the criteria that the
committee uses in evaluating candidates for the position are as follows: if the candidate has shown
him or herself capable of staffing
well and managing a large budget,
has experience as a good fundraiser, and can gain and maintain the
respect of faculty and students.
“So far I’ve seen many very
promising candidates,” said Richard. “No doubt Tech will have a
great president who will have an
effect on academic communities
across the nation and improve our
standing in the world.”
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Robotic service dog replacement in development
By Zimu Yang
Contributing Writer

A robot mimicking the
functions of service dogs is under development by a research
group that includes Tech professor Charlie Kemp and his
associate, graduate student
Hai Nguyen.
Most service dogs require
extensive investment and care
to render them viable in assisting the disabled. Even then,
there is no guarantee the canine will pass the final tests.
Additionally, the Georgia Canines for Independence states
that of the 1,200 people who
apply for service dogs annually, only 500 are available.
A robotic servant would be a
great boon since it would not
require the same amount of
training as service dogs so it
could potentially help many
more people.
According to the Tech researchers, most research has
been on “wheelchair mounted
arms,” while “relatively little
work has explored the possibility of assistive robots with
autonomous manipulation capabilities that move independently from the user.”
Kemp and Nguyen’s research focuses mainly on helping the motor impaired, i.e.
those who are unable to or
cannot easily move or use their
appendages dexterously.
Much of the inspiration for

the robot, named El-E, comes
from Kemp and Nguyen witnessing a demonstration given
by the Georgia Canines for Independence. Kemp states they
“were amazed at what the dog
could do” and decided service
dogs “seemed a great model to
go by.”
El-E bears little resemblance
to its canine counterpart, instead looking like a vertical
cylinder on wheels with an
arm extension and a motor on
the bottom. The arm connects
to a hand, and while it is not as
flexible as a human’s, it is capable of mimicking many of the
capabilities of a dog’s mouth.
It opens doors, drawers and
microwaves, provided there is
a towel latched onto those handles from which it can grip.
Kemp states this simplifies the
programming since “instead of
the robot having to recognize
many different door handles,
all it has to do is recognize one
type of door towel.”
Users can give the robot up
to 71 commands, all similar to
what is given to service dogs;
they then use a laser pointer to
direct the robot to the desired
location. Kemp recently presented his findings at the IEEE
International Conference on
Biomedical Robotics and Biomechatronics at Scottsdale,
Ariz. El-E opened and closed
drawers and doors with a 90
and 80 percent success rate,
respectively. Besides feedback

from scientific peers, Kemp
was also looking for reactions
from the same people his work
would help. He remembers
one specific example at the
presentation.
“There was a disabled person in the audience and some
people asked her what she
thought of the work. I had
already talked with a lot of
patients but I wasn’t aware of
how they really thought of it.
But after seeing the presentation, she had really glowing
praise,” Kemp said.
Students interested in robots may also consider applying to work with Kemp
and Nguyen on the project.
In fact, Nguyen is a thirdyear graduate student who
stumbled onto the project after attending a class delivered
by Kemp. Their research staff
now consists of multiple other
graduate students, including
a few undergraduates from
varying majors.
When will these robots be
put in production? Kemp said
he “will be disappointed if it
doesn’t come out in at least ten
years. But it depends mostly
on the funding [they] get; not
necessarily [him] specifically,
but in the area of robotics in
general.”
More information on this
and other projects in the
Healthcare Robotics lab can
be found at http://healthcare-robotics.com
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Top: A service dog opens a drawer for a disabled person. Bottom: A robot
designed by Tech and Emory researchers repeats this action.

