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FSU 		

from page 36

extend Tech’s lead to 31-20.
“[It was] one of the biggest
holes I’ve ever ran through. The
offensive line did a great job, and
[redshirt freshman] Nick Claytor
got a big block on the 60-yard
run,” Dwyer said.
Neither team was able to score
for the rest of the third quarter
and rarely advanced into scoring
threat positions.
Heading into the fourth, Tech
led FSU by 11 points. The Jackets’
offense began to stall while Florida State’s established some momentum. Freshman quarterback
Jaybo Shaw, coming in for the
injured Nesbitt, struggled gaining
five yards on seven carries.
The Seminoles were able to
drive 70 yards in the middle of
the fourth quarter and convert a
two-point conversion to bring the
game within one score.
Shaw made just one passing attempt, but it nearly cost Tech the
game. On the ensuing drive after
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the score, Shaw threw an interception on the first play to FSU’s 41yard line.
The defense allowed the Seminoles to get to the two-yard line
with less than a minute to play
before the ball was stripped from
FSU running back Marcus Sims.
The ball rolled into the end zone,
where it was recovered by Reid.
Cooper attempted to pick the
ball up and nearly lost it, but was
able to come out on bottom with
the recovery.
“I saw [Reid] try to pick that
ball up and I wanted to strangle
him. Then when I saw him roll
over with it, I wanted to kiss him,”
Johnson said.
The win ended Tech’s record
of futility against Coach Bobby
Bowden. The Jackets lost the last
12 meetings. The Jackets’ last win
was in 1975, a year before Bobby
Bowden was hired.
The Jackets will next travel to
Chapel Hill for the last ACC road
game of the season against North
Carolina.

Georgia Tech - Florida State

Florida State 10 10 0 8
Georgia Tech 3 21 7 0

28
31

First Quarter
FSU - C. Ponder 3-yd run (G.
Gano kick), 8:31
GT - S. Blair 31-yd kick, 6:34
FSU - Gano 29-yd kick, 2:54
Second Quarter
GT- L. Cox 1-yd run (Blair kick)
13:43
GT - J. Dwyer 36-yd run (Blair
kick), 10:43
GT - G. Smith 3-yd run (Blair
kick), 9:30
FSU - S. Holloway 4-yd pass
from C. Ponder (Gano kick),
8:05
FSU - Gano 45-yd kick, 0:45
Third Quarter
GT - J. Dwyer 66-yd run (Blair
kick) 13:42
Fourth Quarter
FSU - P. Parker 39-yd pass from
D. Richardson (Gano kick),
6:04
Individual Leaders

Rushing

GT		
J. Dwyer
Total
FSU
J. Thomas
Totals
GT		
J. Dwyer
Totals
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Josh Nesbitt rushes the ball during Saturday’s victory against
Florida State. Nesbitt had 61 yards rushing and 55 yards passing.

FSU		
P. Parker
Totals
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288
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4
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9
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Yds
130
196
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0
1
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1
4

Yds
30
55

TD
0
0

Rec.
5
17

Yds TD
77 1
188 2
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Photo by John Nakano/ Student Publications

Alison Campbell prepares to return the ball at O’Keefe Gymnasium during Saturday’s game against the University of Virginia.

Volleyball

from page 36

league leader is a very good beginning,” Shymansky said.
In the second match of the
weekend, the Jackets flew past the
Cavaliers in their sixth sweep in
their last seven matches. Junior
outside hitter Chrissy DeMichelis
led the Jackets with 11.5 points
and 10 kills. The team had a total
of 41 kills during the match.
Miller followed DeMichelis
with nine kills against the Cavaliers. Freshman outside hitter
Bailey Hunter had an impressive
game with seven kills. Kellogg
also had seven kills.
“We got off to a slow start
tonight, but when our offense finally started clicking you could
see the team that we’re working to
be this season…. Callie Miller was
a dominant force once again and
Bailey Hunter has really added

a new spark to our offensive options,” Shymansky said.
After coasting to a 25-19 win
in the first set, the Cavaliers hung
with the Jackets in the second set.
The second match was tied 13
times, but the Jackets were able to
take the set 25-22, before clinching the match in the third 25-16.
The Jackets have seven more
matches, all in the ACC, before
the end of the regular season. This
weekend the Jackets travel up to
N.C. to take on Wake Forest on
Friday, and then over to Durham
to take on Duke.
The Jackets do not return to
O’Keefe until Nov. 21. The last
regular season match of the season is on Nov. 28 against current
ACC leader Clemson.
“Building our momentum at
home was crucial as we get ready
for back-to-back weekends on the
road,” Shymansky said.
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Tennis competes in ITA Regionals sports
By Steven Cappetta
Staﬀ Writer

The women’s tennis team competed for the first time in three
weeks in the ITA South Region
Championships from October
24-27, hosted by the University
of Georgia. Twenty-one different
schools in the south participated
in the event and included 14 players that are ranked in the ITA
Top 125 singles in addition to 4
doubles teams ranked in the ITA
Top 50.
On the first day of tournament
play, senior Christy Striplin and
sophomore Noelle Hickey won
three straight doubles matches after defeating doubles teams from
Samford (8-4), Georgia State (8-

4) and Alabama (8-4). Sophomore
Sasha Krupina and freshman Viet
Ha Ngo made it to their second
doubles match after an 8-2 win
over Florida Gulf Coast, but were
not able to pull out a close one
in their second match over Jacksonville (9-2). On Sunday’s play
continuing doubles, Striplin and
Hickey won a match in which
they were closely contested all the
way through. Striplin and Hickey
defeated Miami’s Bianca Eichcorn
and Michaela Kissell 9-8 (10) and
put the themselves into the tournament finals. The team didn’t
fare well in the finals on Monday, dropping to Florida’s Marrit
Boonstra and Megan Alexander
8-0.
On Saturday, the opening day

of singles, Striplin, Hickey and
freshman Irina Falconi each won
a pair of matches to advance them
in to the ITA Regional Round of
16. On Sunday’s play, both Striplin and Hickey were able to win a
match to earn a spot in the quarterfinals, but were unable to move
further after both lost their second
matches of the day.
The Jackets will see more action
this coming weekend as they prepare for the ITA National Indoor
Championships and the UNC Invitational.
The men’s team competed a
few weeks ago in the ITA Mideast
Regional tournament in which
sophomores Ryan Smith, Eliot
Potvin and Guillermo Gomez,
with freshman Kevin King quali-

fied to compete in the round of
64. On October 18, King, Gomez
and Potvin were able to win their
first matches to make it to the
round of 32, but only Gomez
was able to win his next match
to make it to the round of 16.
Gomez defeated UNC’s Clay Donato in the next day of play 7-6,
6-4, but had to withdraw from the
tournament after making it to the
quarterfinals due to a knee injury
he attained. The team pulled him
out so that he didn’t injure himself further and to ensure that he
could compete in ITA National
Indoor Championships this weekend in Charlottesville, Va. The
indoor championships started
yesterday to close out the Jacket’s
fall season.

shorts

Gardner out for the
season, electing for
surgery to fix injury

Playing with a torn labrum for
much of the season, Tech’s senior
left tackle Andrew Gardner elected to have the surgery and will
miss the rest of the season. Gardner was tied for the longest start
streak in the nation at 48 and will
miss the first game of his college
career this weekend. The Jackets
will miss Gardner’s experience
and ability on the line, but will
mostly miss his senior leadership.
Gardner was one of three regular
seniors on the line.

Johnson, Walker
semifinalists for
national awards
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Amanda McDowell returns the ball at the Bill Moorse center. She
will compete at the ITA Intercollegiate Indoor Championships.

Viet Ha Ngo stretches for the return at the Bill Moore Tennis Center. She will compete at the UNC Invitational from Nov. 7 -9.

Senior defensive tackle Vance
Walker and Head Coach Paul
Johnson have been selected as
semifinalists for the Bednarik
trophy and the George Munger
Coach of the Year award respectively. Walker has 33 tackles on
the team, but more importantly
has 8.5 tackles for loss, three
sacks, a forced fumble and a safety. Johnson has exceeded all expectations in his first season with
the Jackets. Predicted by many to
finish fourth or below in the division, Tech leads the division and
the ACC with a 7-2 record.
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RETURN TO GL

RY | 2008-2009 Preview

By Akshay Amaraneni, Assistant Sports Editor
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KEYS TO POSTSEASON

OPPONENT
LE MOYNE (exhibition)
WINSTON-SALEM STATE
at Mercer
ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF
JACKSONVILLE
PENN STATE (Big Ten Challenge)
VANDERBILT
ILLINOIS-CHICAGO
GEORGIA STATE
at Pepperdine
at Southern California
VIRGINIA
TENNESSEE STATE
at Alabama
GEORGIA
at Maryland
DUKE
at NC State
BOSTON COLLEGE
at Clemson
WAKE FOREST
at Florida State
MARYLAND
at Virginia Tech
NC STATE
at Wake Forest
CLEMSON
at North Carolina
MIAMI
at Boston College
ACC Tournament (Atlanta)
ot

DATE
Nov. 7
Nov. 14
Nov. 22
Nov. 25
Nov. 28
Dec. 3
Dec. 6
Dec. 14
Dec. 17
Dec. 20
Dec. 22
Dec. 28
Dec. 30
Jan. 3
Jan. 6
Jan. 10
Jan. 14
Jan. 17
Jan. 20
Jan. 25
Jan. 31
Feb. 5
Feb. 8
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 18
Feb. 22
Feb. 28
Mar. 4
Mar. 7
Mar. 12-15

Ph

SCHEDULE

After failing to make it into the post season last year, the Jackets hope to rebound and dance their way into March’s ACC Tournament. With several losses
in the lineup, some developing talent is going to need to step up for the Jackets if they hope to reclaim their old glory days of success.
Staying healthy — This season’s version of the Jackets is very
diﬀerent compared to the last few seasons. The 2008 Jackets lack
the same depth in positions they had last year and can aﬀord very
few, if any, injuries during the season. Last season, the Jackets
were three deep at the point (Miller, Causey, Bell), three deep at
shooting guard (Morrow, Clinch, Bell), two deep at small forward
(Zach Peacock, Bell), three deep at power
forward (Smith, Gani Lawal, Peacock)
and three deep at center (Lawal,
Alade Aminu, Brad Sheehan).
This season the Jackets are
barely two deep at most of
those positions.
In addition to health, Tech
must get good point guard play.
Miller is the ﬁrst returning point
guard for the Jackets since Jarrett Jack
in 2004-05. Miller started oﬀ slow,
the struggle freshmen normally
have when coming into the ACC, but
ended the season as if he was a seasoned veteran. Miller started all but
two conference games and averaged
8.2 points, 3.4 rebounds and one steal
per game in ACC play.
Iman Shumpert, a highly recruited
combo guard from Oak Park, Illinois,
comes in as Tech’s only recruit and will
play point and shooting guard.
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Despite Tech’s basketball team returning their starting point
guard for the ﬁrst time in four years, the Jackets have lost several key players. Leading scorer Anthony Morrow, second leading scorer and leading rebounder Jeremis Smith, backup point
guard Matt Causey and defensive specialist D’Andre Bell are
either lost to graduation or injury.
Morrow has been an integral part of the team ever since his
freshman year in 2004-2005 and has secured himself a spot on
the Golden State Warriors NBA team. The former Jackets shooting guard averaged 14.3 points per game in 29.7 minutes of
action, while starting every game.
Smith has been an integral part of the team as one of the
on-court and oﬀ-court leaders as well as being the leading
rebounder from last year’s team with 7.1 rebounds per game.
Smith was a three year starter and gave the Jackets leadership
in the front court and a solid presence at the power forward
position.
Matt Causey is the third senior
to graduate and move on from
Tech basketball. Causey played
just one season with the Jackets
as the backup point guard, but
started nine games in place of
Miller during the middle of the
season. He averaged 7.2 points
per game and 3.7 assists per game
oﬀ the bench.
D’Andre Bell is also lost for the
season. After colliding with a teammate, Bell felt numbness in his extremities and was diagnosed with
spinal stenosis. The condition will
keep him out the season and maybe his career. While Bell averaged
just 6.6 points per game, he was
the defensive specialist and was
responsible for keeping the
explosive oﬀensive guards in
check.
Photo by Michael Skinner / Student Publications

STARTERS

CHANGES IN LINEUP
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PG – Maurice Miller: Miller led the Jackets to an 7-9 conference record as a freshman and also took Tech to the second
round of the ACC tournament. Miller started at point guard in
all four of the Jackets’ road conference wins and ﬁve out of six
of Tech’s overall road wins, which was ﬁve more than the Jackets true road wins over the last two seasons.
SG – Lewis Clinch: Clinch came on strong his sophomore
season when he averaged over 15 points per game to start the
year. Clinch beneﬁtted from two very talented freshmen playing around him. Unfortunately, an academic infraction kept him
out of the second half of the season, and he never got his shot
back last year. With Hewitt expecting Clinch
to regain some of the conﬁdence, he should
see time at the shooting guard spot.
SF – Zach Peacock: Peacock has shown
the ability to take over the game and
his athletic ability will allow him to play
any of the three front-court positions.
Peacock did not start any games last
year, but he was the ﬁrst player oﬀ the
bench for a substitution and averaged
20.7 minutes, made over 50 percent of
his shots and averaged just less than
10 points per game.
PF – Gani Lawal: Lawal was last year’s
top incoming freshman and improved
nearly every aspect of his game, except
for free throw shooting. Lawal started 25
games last year and became a solid post
complement to Smith. Lawal averaged 7.2
points and 3.5 rebounds per games.
C – Alade Aminu: Projected to be the
only senior starter, Aminu started seven
games at the beginning of the season
before getting benched behind Lawal.
Aminu averaged six points per game, 4.1
rebounds per game and just less than one
block per game last season.
Photo by Wei Liao/ Student Publications
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By David Akhigbe , Contributing Writer

North Carolina plays host to Tech this Saturday at noon.
The Tar Heels are looking to stop a recent trend of losses to
Tech. They have lost four of the last five games played at
Chapel Hill and nine of the last 10 games overall to
the Yellow Jackets.
After having a week off, UNC may have its
most daunting task this season. The Jackets are
averaging 242 yards per game on the ground
and have the ACC leading rusher in Jonathan
Dwyer, who has rushed for 899 yards in nine
games. The Tar Heels’ front seven, led by
senior linebacker Mark Paschal, who leads
the UNC defense in tackles and tackles for
loss, will have to stay alert and disciplined
for any chance to counteract the misdirection of Tech’s option offense.
Another important aspect of this game
will be the quarterback play for UNC.
Although there is some controversy as to
who will start for the Tar Heels at quarterback, both Cameron Sexton and T.J. Yates have
played exceptionally well this season. Sexton leads the
ACC with a passer rating of 137.5 while Yates has a
rating 115.9. They have combined for 12 touchdowns
and four interceptions on the season. Both quarterbacks must stay patient and not take too many risks.
The Jackets may be starting two true sophomores
and two true freshmen in the secondary, but they
currently have the No. 16 nationally ranked passing
defense and the ACC’s best defensive line.
In this game of two evenly matched teams, special teams may play a factor in the outcome. UNC
has the No. 33 best punt return unit in the country
with 11.81 yards per return, while Tech is No. 43 in
net punting with 36.21 net yards per punt.

The Jackets enter Saturday’s game after their biggest win
of the season. Tech rose to No. 20 in the BCS Rankings
and first place in the ACC Coastal Division after beating
FSU in a thrilling game, 31–28.
In order to get a win against the Tar
Heels, Tech will have to continue to
rely on its opportunistic defense to
force the opposing team into mistakes. Not only are the Jackets
leading the ACC with 25 takeaways
thus far, but when tying or winning
the turnover battle they are 7–1
in games this season with the
only loss coming to Virginia.
Tech also leads the nation in
tackles for loss with over 8.8
per game.
Offensively, Tech should look
to run the ball against North
Carolina’s stingy defense. Although the Tar Heels are No. 32 in
rushing defense and No. 80 in passing defense in the NCAA, they lead the
ACC with 17 interceptions and are tied for
last in the conference in fumbles recovered
with 4 this season. The running game has
carried the Yellow Jackets all season earning
them the 8th ranked rushing attack in the
nation, and there is no reason why they should
abandon it now.
After losses to Virginia and Virginia Tech,
the Ramblin’ Wreck has been given new life on its
goal to get to Tampa. This game will be the second
time this season that two ranked ACC teams have
played each other.

Spread: Tech (+4)
Prediction: Tech 20 - UNC 17
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JACKETS

TAR HEELS

North Carolina (6-2) vs. Georgia Tech (7-2)
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The men's basketball team looks to
return to glory this season and make a
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BACK
ON
TRACK
Jackets beat ‘Noles in last minutes, retake division lead

By Matt Hoﬀman
Sports Editor

Tech’s volleyball team swept two ACC
opponents over the weekend at O’Keefe
Gymnasium. The first win came on Friday
night against Virginia Tech, the ACC leader
coming into the match. The following night,
the Jackets over took the Cavaliers from Virginia. With the wins, Georgia Tech moves to
17-6 on the season and 8-4 in the ACC. The
Jackets also moved into the No. 2 slot in the
ACC, one game behind Clemson, the new
ACC leader.
Senior outside hitter Talisa Kellogg anchored the Jackets’ offense in the first match
with 15 kills. Senior middle hitter Callie
Miller followed behind her with 13 kills.
They were the only two players on either side
of the net to pick up double digit kills.
“We got the leadership that we needed
from our seniors tonight, and I’m really
proud of the scrappy play that our back row
provided…. Kellogg seemed unstoppable but
was also very patient in her attacking discipline, and [senior middle hitter] Callie Miller was just on fire tonight,” said Head Coach
Bond Shymansky in a press release.
Defensively, senior libero Michelle Kandell
led the Jackets with 17 digs against the Hokies, followed by senior setter Allie Niekamp
with 12. The Jackets’ major strength against
the Hokies came in the form of blocks, as
Georgia Tech picked up 13 team blocks to
Virginia Tech’s three.
The first set was a hard fought back-andforth battle between the Jackets and the
Hokies. The match was tied 14 times, and
seven lead changes took place. But the Jackets were able to pull through in the end and
take the match 26-24. The second match
was also close between the Techs as it also
closed out 26-24, with the Jackets taking a
two match lead. The third and final set came
a little easier for the Jackets as they closed out
the match with 25-19 win.
“Every match from here on out is equally
important to us, but starting the second half
of conference play with a 3-0 win over the
See Volleyball, page 30

Photo by Blake Israel/ Student Publications

Jonathan Dwyer runs the ball in for a touchdown at Bobby Dodd Stadium on Saturday in the victory over Florida State.
By Hahnming Lee
Advertising Manager
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Talisa Kellogg returns the ball during
against Virginia in O’Keefe Gymnasium.

Tech topped No. 15 Florida
State for the first time in 33
years last Saturday, hanging
on for a 31-28 victory.
The win, coupled with Virginia’s loss against Miami, gave
Tech sole possession of first in
the Coastal conference of the
ACC. It also helped Tech (72, 4-2 in the ACC) gain bowl
eligibility. Florida State (6-2,
3-2), fell into a second place tie
in the Atlantic division.
Sophomore B-back Jonathan Dwyer ran for 145 yards
and two touchdowns on 13
carries. He led a rushing attack
that gained 288 yards against a
highly ranked defense. The total was nearly half of the yardage the Seminoles had yielded
in all their previous games
combined.
“What we did today, up
until the end, was take care of
the ball and finished drives....
We finished drives,” said Head

Coach Paul Johnson.
The first half was an offensive show between the two
traditionally defensive powerhouses. Tech scored three
touchdowns in a span of less
than five minutes in the second
quarter, capitalizing on Florida
State’s turnovers and favorable
field position. Freshman safety
Cooper Taylor intercepted a
ball at the Florida State 32
yard-line and returned it to the
four yard line.
“It was a big play by Mike
Peterson. He tipped the ball
up, and the coverage we were
in gave me the opportunity to
get it. I tried to take it to the
house, but got tackled a little
short,” Cooper said.
Junior A-back Greg Smith
ran the touchdown in just two
plays later to give Tech a 24-10
lead.
Still, Florida State was able
to recover quickly. On the next
drive, freshman running back
Jermaine Thomas had a huge
run of 62 yards to set up first
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Rashaad Reid recovers the game winning fumble by Simms
at Bobby Dodd stadium on Saturday against Florida State.
and goal. A touchdown was
scored two plays later to cut
the deficit to one touchdown,
24-17. The two teams headed
into the locker room with the
Jackets leading 24-20 after a
late Florida State field goal.
The second half was char-

acterized by the shift to the
defensive side of the ball. Still,
Dwyer continued his career
day by running for a 66-yard
touchdown on the opening
drive in the third quarter to
See FSU, page 30

