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Tech to move
forward with
Peterson at helm
Former CU chancellor will
begin presidency this April 1
By Craig Tabita
Editor-in-Chief

Back on Oct. 25, the Tech
community was reeling from a
disappointing Homecoming football loss to Virginia. Little did
anyone know that at the same
time, the chancellor of the University of Colorado at Boulder
(CU), George P. “Bud” Peterson,
was visiting campus. Peterson,
under consideration to fill the vacant presidency, had made a lastminute decision to fly to Atlanta
with his wife Val to get a feel for
the campus. They cancelled their
original plans to celebrate her
birthday after deciding they needed to see Tech up close.
Evidently Peterson liked what
he saw and decided to pursue the
job. The Board of Regents liked
what they saw in him as well, confirming him Wednesday as Tech’s
11th president. Peterson will start
work April 1, according to Board
of Regents Chair Richard Tucker.
“Dr. Peterson’s credentials are
excellent and we were very impressed with what he has achieved
in his time at the University of
Colorado,” Tucker said in a statement released on the University
System of Georgia website. “His
leadership experience and his outstanding engineering credentials
are a good fit with Georgia Tech.”
Peterson was named as the
sole finalist for the position Feb.
9. Georgia law mandates that
appointments like this contain
a minimum of 14 days between
public announcement of nominees and confirmation of a final
selection.
Peterson has been CU’s chancellor since July 2006, and by
most accounts was enjoying great
success there. He was leading
CU’s efforts to reinvent itself as
a flagship university of the 21st
century, as well as correcting
the course after several scandals
threatened the university’s reputation. CU students spoke highly
about Peterson as well. “We meet
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with him regularly and he is always open to working with students,” said Dustin Farivar, an
Executive in CU’s Student Union.
However, Peterson saw this
opening at Tech as a unique opportunity to achieve something
on a world-changing level. “When
you think about institutions
around the world that can have a
dramatic impact on [areas such as
energy and sustainability], Georgia Tech in particular is an institution with [those] characteristics.
If we’re going to solve really challenging problems... they’re going
to be solved at places like Georgia
Tech,” Peterson said.
He emphasized that Tech has
been improving at an incredible
rate over the past 20 years and
that other universities use Tech
as an example, citing a memo an
associate of his sent to his university’s faculty. “He said, if you
want to know how institutions
improve, look at Georgia Tech,”
Peterson said.
Peterson was welcomed to
campus Wednesday afternoon at
a reception in the Student Center
ballroom. Several hundred students, faculty and staff showed
up to shake his hand and meet
the man who will succeed Wayne
Clough, who departed in July to
lead the Smithsonian, and interim
president Gary Schuster, who will
return to his previous position of
provost.
In a brief address, Peterson
described how he will approach
the transition and what he considers most important as Tech
moves forward. “The question I
have been formulating is to try
to understand initially what it is
that has differentiated graduates
from this Institute in its history
and what will differentiate those
graduates in the future... [not just]
from the graduates of MIT, Stanford or Berkeley, but more importantly... from those of IIT in [India], Tsinghua in Beijing or Seoul
National. That’s the question that
you’ll hear me ask as we continue
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Newly confirmed Institute President George P. “Bud” Peterson and his wife, Val, meet with students,
faculty and staff at a reception in the Student Center ballroom after his confirmation on Wednesday.
to move forward,” Peterson said.
One thing he identified as being unique to Tech was the affection that alumni, students and
employees have for the Institute,
calling it “nearly unparalleled.”
He described the engineeringlike approach with which he will
try to solve challenges like maintaining quality and a tradition of

improvement despite dwindling
revenue streams. “It’s easy to do
more with more. What requires
innovation and creativity and
leadership is to be able to do more
with less,” Peterson said.
Peterson earned his Ph.D. in
mechanical engineering from Texas A&M in 1985 and spent nearly
20 years there in positions from

professor to associate vice-chancellor of the Texas A&M university system. He served as provost
at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
from 2000 to 2006 before moving
to CU to become chancellor. He
was a walk-on wide receiver while
an undergraduate at Kansas State,
and spent several years teaching at
high schools in Kansas.

Dr. Peterson joins a long line of illustrious Tech presidents. Here’s a quick look at the other 10 who have led the Institute:
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Quest for the best: Overview of the presidential hunt
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The selection of George P.
“Bud” Peterson took place mostly
behind the scenes, but the process was methodical and required
the input of many different parties from Tech and the Board of
Regents (BOR) of the University
System of Georgia.
In March, former president
Wayne Clough announced his
departure to become the 12th secretary of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington D.C. In the
meantime, Gary Schuster, Tech’s
provost, served as the interim
president.
The 21-member presidential
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By Sijia Cai
Senior Staff Writer

(FPSHF1i#VEw1FUFSTPO
JTBOOPVODFEBTUIFöOBMJTUGPS*OTUJUVUF1SFTJEFOU

1FUFSTPOJTPóDJBMMZOBNFEUIFUI
1SFTJEFOUPG5FDI
search committee, formed in July,
was made up of eight Regents,
seven professors, two Tech-affiliated foundation chairs, two business sector representatives and two
student representatives. In order
to ensure the quality of the selection, the BOR brought in a search
consultant, R. William Funk and
Associates, to help with soliciting
nominations and attracting candidates.
“We set out with the clear vision of finding the best president
for Georgia Tech. We didn’t want
a transition president or a shortterm president but one that could
take us to the next level,” said
Nick Wellkamp, undergraduate student body president and a
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member of the search committee
in a non-voting capacity.
The search committee’s work
kicked off Aug. 12 with its first
meeting, in which some goals and
logistics were set out. On Sept.
17, the Presidential Search Open
Forums were held in the Student Center Theater in order to
gather student feedback on what
qualities they would like to see in
Tech’s next president.
Nominations and applications
were taken through November,
with a final tally of nearly 100 applicants. On Oct. 30, the search
committee distilled the pool to a
short list of 10 to 15 candidates,
which was then further reduced to
a group of five to seven. Members

of the search committee conducted due diligence activities, including extensive background research
on the candidates. Off-site interviews were conducted with these
candidates from Dec. 7 to Dec.
9, with three to five finalists being recommended to the BOR for
final interviews in mid-January.
After the search committee
made its last selections, the BOR
consulted further references who
knew the candidates but whose
names were not provided by the
candidates, before making their
final decision. Due to confidentiality issues, the exact number of
candidates at each stage were not
revealed.
“We asked questions about the

candidates’ previous roles, their
responsibilities, their experience
with finances and fundraising,
intercollegiate athletics, diversity,
research and commercialization,
student life, internationalization
and their perceptions of Georgia
Tech. And then we just asked
any questions that came up during each individual interview,”
Wellkamp said.
The BOR announced Peterson
as the finalist for Tech’s presidency
two weeks ago. The Georgia Open
Records Act requires a 14-day interval between the naming of the
BOR’s choice for the finalist and
their confirmation. On Wednesday, Peterson was confirmed as
the new president.
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The last transition: A look at Clough’s beginnings
By Richard Otis
Staff Writer

The selection of Tech’s 11th
president echoes back to the selection of its previous leader 14 years
ago. On July 11, 1994, Wayne
Clough was selected as the 10th
President of the Institute after
the ninth President, John Patrick
Crecine, resigned the same year
amidst controversy and conflict
with faculty members.
Crecine is credited with,
among other things, helping to
bring the 1996 Summer Olympics
to Atlanta and creating the College of Computing, one of the first
of its kind in the country, as part
of a massive restructuring plan for
the Institute.
Though some of his re-organizational efforts paid off in the
long run, they were criticized at
the time as coming almost entirely from within the administration
and without student or faculty
input.
“There was concern among the
faculty, students and staff. He had
a governing style that was sort
of autocratic. He did some good
things, but he did them by edict,”
said Andy Smith, vice provost for
Undergraduate Studies and a 39year veteran of the Institute. “It
was not that Georgia Tech was in
trouble, but we had some trying
times with the Office of the President.”
The resignation of Crecine
prompted the initiation of a na-

tional search to fill Georgia Tech’s
top post.
Among those at the center
of the task was Charles Liotta,
a 44-year Tech faculty member
and interim chair of the School
of Chemistry. Liotta was named
chair of the Presidential Search
Committee responsible for finding the Institute’s tenth president.
He recalled meeting future President Clough for the first time during the interview process and being immediately impressed.
“[The committee] consulted
the faculty, Board of Reagents,
the student body, the Student
Foundation and the Alumni Association,” Liotta said. “It was
obvious from the beginning that
Wayne Clough stood out as one of
the best.”
The search committee had narrowed the field to 13 finalists, but
the outcome of the search was
hardly in doubt once Clough,
then a provost at the University of
Washington and previously Dean
of Engineering at Virginia Tech,
positioned himself as the clear
front-runner.
“I remember very vividly the
first time I met him. He and his
wife had just come to Atlanta for
a faculty reception, and all I knew
about Clough was what I had read.
I had a great conversation with
him, and it was right then that I
knew he was going to be a great
leader for Georgia Tech. It was
his personality, his knowledge of
Georgia Tech, his administrative

experience and his understanding of where Georgia Tech was
and where it needed to go,” Smith
said. “The biggest thing was that
he was an alumnus, and Georgia
Tech had never had an alumnus as
president. He always liked to joke
that he could have never gotten
into Georgia Tech if he had come
today.”
Clough had a solid reputation
as a scientist, an engineer and an
administrator. He had a strong
understanding of research universities. Perhaps most importantly,
he was “just the right person” the
Institute needed for its “period of
healing” after Crecine’s divisive
tenure, noted Liotta, who would
later serve as vice provost of Research under Clough for nearly 10
years. “Looking back, everything
we anticipated about him came
true. Faculty, students and alumni, they all loved him,” he said.
When Clough finally was confirmed as president, he made minor organizational shifts but was
careful not to mandate sweeping
changes immediately.
“Universities are interesting
places, because there’s a lot of
faculty governance. The students
have a lot of say about how things
go, so you want to understand
that and do the shaping you want
to do but with the cooperation of
the students and faculty. Clough
understood that, so the changes
that were made were done in a
very deliberate way, with lots of
thought and lots of input,” Smith
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Former president Wayne Clough speaks at a press conference after being introduced as Institute president on July 28, 1994.
said.
In sharp contrast to his predecessor, Clough would become
known for ushering in an era of
openness that included often answering students’ emails to him
on the same day.
“He always made a point of
meeting with students whenever
they wanted to meet with him.
He would eat at the Student Center Food Court just so students

could see him and talk to him,”
Smith said.
Under Clough’s tenure, Tech
spent $1 billion on construction, not counting construction
done during the Olympics, but
Clough’s most prominent legacy
may be the building that will bear
his name, the Clough Undergraduate Living Commons (CULC).
The CULC is set to open in fall
2010.
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Countdown to the inauguration
‘A time to recall the past, celebrate the present’
By Jenny Zhang Morgan
Managing Editor

Barack Obama may have had a
parade, a star-studded concert and
10 balls to mark his inauguration,
but Tech knows how to roll out
the red carpet for its new leader
too.
Preparations are already underway for the installation ceremony and inaugural activities that
will officially celebrate George P.
“Bud” Peterson as Tech’s 11th
president.
“A new president is a landmark
in an institution’s history…. An
inauguration is, therefore, a time
to recall the past, celebrate the
present and serve as a harbinger of
the future,” said Lisa Ray Grovenstein, director of Public Relations.
The Special Committee on the
Presidential Transition, a student
group formed by SGA, will meet
with representatives of the President’s Office in the coming weeks
to discuss plans for the inauguration and how to involve students
as much as possible.
Traditionally, the inauguration
includes an installation ceremony
steeped in academic tradition and
much pomp and circumstance.
At this ceremony, Peterson will
be formally endowed with the
powers and responsibilities of the
presidency.
“I strongly expect that the ceremony will be open to the whole
campus, especially students,” said
Nick Wellkamp, undergraduate
student body president.
In addition to the campus community, state and local dignitaries
and other university presidents are
expected to attend. Erroll Davis,
chancellor of the University System of Georgia, will conduct the
investiture, and the new president

will make an inaugural speech.
Beyond the installation ceremony, there will be ancillary inaugural events customized to the
new president’s wishes.
These events have yet to be
planned, but organizers may take
their cues from the last inauguration in Tech history—that of former president G. Wayne Clough.
Clough’s installation ceremony
was preceded by a grand processional from campus to the Fox
Theater, at which the ceremony
was held. Over 200 hundred people from the campus community
participated in “Wayne’s Walk,”
marching behind the Ramblin’
Reck that carried Clough and his
wife to the theater.
The ceremony itself included a
processional of guests from other
universities and Tech’s own faculty in formal robes, as well as
speeches by then governor Zell
Miller and Atlanta mayor Bill
Campbell.
Other inaugural festivities
for Clough included a luncheon
for invited guests at the Georgian Terrace after the ceremony,
a “Masterworks Concert” at the
Ferst Center featuring Tech’s
symphonic band, chorale, concert band and jazz ensemble, a
campus-wide festival by Grant
Field that included games, student
organization booths, Varsity hotdogs and door prizes, a special Library exhibit of dorm life at Tech
throughout history and a black-tie
dinner in honor of the Cloughs at
Fernbank Museum for donors and
special guests.
The festivities spanned the
course of a week, with Tech traditions playing an important role
throughout. According to Amelia
Gambino, assistant vice president
for Communications and Market-

ing, Buzz attended everything,
the Cloughs were driven to many
events in the Reck, and George P.
Burdell was even listed in the inaugural program.
Students also played a key role
in the celebrations, not only attending but helping to plan the inauguration. Three students sat on
the inaugural committee, which
also included faculty and staff
representatives and was chaired
by the late Tom Galloway, dean of
the College of Architecture.
However, Peterson’s inauguration will likely not take place for
several months, which is not unusual. Clough began work as Tech
president six months before his inauguration.
“A great deal of time is needed
for planning, booking locations
and in general learning what the
new president and his spouse may
want to include in the event,”
Gambino said.
The delay in the inaugural
ceremonies will also give the new
president time to familiarize himself with the Institute. “Leading
up to the inauguration will be a
time of intense orientation for the
new president,” Grovenstein said.
“He will spend a lot of time ‘getting to know the lay of the land’
by meeting key faculty and student leadership on campus, local
and state leaders and representatives from related organizations,
etc.”
Despite the wait, the upcoming inauguration of a new Tech
president promises to be both
memorable and historic.
“No matter what the final
[inauguration] plan is, it will be
worth attending,” Gambino said.
“And for many people in the Tech
community, it will be a once-in-alifetime experience.”
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PRESIDENTIAL BUZZ
What does campus think of Peterson? Some initial reactions:
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Gary Schuster
Interim President, Provost
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Bill Todd
Chair, Alumni Association;
Member, Search Committee
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Nick Wellkamp
Undergraduate student
body president
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Billiee Pendleton-Parker
Assistant director, President’s Scholarship Program
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“who prefers the ok fashion board to the tablet?........well just this
guy right here”
Throw me something mister!
Band table != CCF table
Calc 2 is so easy pause not
Hey Band! Come to band table please, MWF 11-1 student center
atrium.
I saw a robin [] a pair of squirrels and chase them out of a tree. I
thought nothing could scare The Squirrels.
Why does this school crush souls?
Every week they make it harder to walk from the Student Center
to Klaus.
You know its a late night in the library when Melissa starts writing on the walls in Dwarven runes...
George P. “Bud” Peterson ~ George P. Burdell. Coincidence? I
think not...
I’d come write for you guys, but you never even post my slivers...
Maybe you should leave your full name. Guaranteed appearance.
I really like these GT login motivations. You tickle my fancy too,
GT login!
MGT 4052+4053= I’m learning... What? GTFO!
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Council Clippings

TODAY IS DROP DAY!
Today is the last day for students who wish to drop a class
to do so. A student dropping a class will receive a “W” on
their transcript for the class instead of receiving a grade in
the class. It is advised that students who have not dropped a
class or are still unsure about dropping a class to check with
their major advisors before finalizing their decision. To drop a
class, visit the registration option on Oscar.

E

This week in Student Government

ach Tuesday, elected members of the two houses of the Student Government Association, the
Undergraduate House of Representatives (UHR) and the Graduate Student Senate (GSS), convene to
consider allocation bills and discuss issues facing campus. Here is a summary of those two meetings.

By Ben Keyserling, Assistant Photo Editor, and Zimu Yang, Contributing Writer
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Members of the spring 2009 Elections Committee are sworn by the UHR. The Elections Committee
organizes and carries out the SGA elections. Members are not allowed to run for an elected office.
This edition of Council Clippings covers the UHR and GSS
meetings from Feb. 24, 2009.
Elections Code

UHR considered the code
governing elections for positions
that will serve from Fall 2009 to
Spring 2010 on Tuesday.
The code featured modest increases in campaign spending
permitted for candidates, as well
as an official method for student
organizations other than SGA to
endorse specific candidates.
The main difference between
this election process and previous
years pertains to the election of
freshmen representatives.
To better align representatives

with their constituents, the freshman class representatives for the
2009-10 academic year will be
incoming freshmen elected in the
fall.
The UHR bill passed 37-3-1,
with representatives expressing
concerns over a timeline and the
future of FreshGA.
Chess Club

Chess Club approached SGA
this week, requesting funding for
two tournaments as well as chess
supplies.
This weekend, the chess club
will compete in the Georgia Intercollegiate Tournament, where
it will go up against teams such
as the one from Emory University.

The bill was amended to reflect
the number of players attending
the tournaments, and passed the
GSS 24-1-0. The bill later passed
the UHR unanimously.
Table Tennis

The Georgia Tech Table Tennis
club was established two years ago
and currently has about 50 members. The club requested funding
from SGA for its operating expenses, as well as to help pay the
table tennis coach.
In GSS, the bill was amended
to exclude amounts related to activities in the fall, bringing the bill
to $2,014. The bill passed GSS 232-0, and passed the UHR with a
vote of 36-2-2.
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Microsoft VP shows off Windows 7 to packed house
By Emily Chambers
Outreach Editor

The Klaus Building resonated
with a chant of “What’s the good
word?” on Wednesday after Steven Sinofsky, senior vice president
at Microsoft for Windows and
Windows Live, asked the first of
many rhetorical questions—in
this case, calling for a “Tech welcome” at the beginning of his presentation on the upcoming release
of Microsoft 7.
Sinofsky presented on both the
soon-to-be released Windows 7 as
well as the design and marketing
process behind building software
that generates $16.8 billion in

sales in a single year. The presentation was held in a packed Klaus
atrium, with spectators lining the
back of the room and watching
from the balconies above.
After the requisite explanation
of the evolution of Windows from
a 16-color tiled interface to the
customizable and intricate screens
of Windows Vista, Sinofsky explained the various market-testing
methods used by Microsoft in the
research and development of its
upcoming release.
“The key is when you are building something like Windows, you
really want to be systematic in
what you put into the software.
The way we used to do it was to all

get together in a conference room
and scream about it. We called it
‘testosterone fueled development,’
[which] was an original design
strategy for Microsoft,” Sinofsky
said.
When designing the windows
7 system, Microsoft used traditional methods such as product
comparisons against competitors,
customer experience involvement
programs and individual feedback, but they also used novel
user-tracking methods.
For example, when evaluating
the layout of the new user interfaces, Microsoft ran tests using
eye tracking, or small cameras
that tracked how new users navi-

gated a page by recording where
they were looking as they accessed
certain tools and features.
“As an engineer or a technology enthusiast, you always know
where to go, so your eye tracking
is very boring. But if you don’t really understand, if one pixel looks
like another picture, then your
eyes go all over the place and it
becomes much more interesting,”
Sinofsky said.
A demonstration of the new
operating system showcased new
features such as scroll-over viewing of windows on the tab bar,
customizable notification areas and design “themes” which
change not only the background

of your desktop but also the background color of the windows and
toolbar. Microsoft users can also
look forward to improved window
functions that will allow screens
to be automatically resized just by
pulling them to various points on
the screen.
After a few more quickly answered rhetorical questions on
program usability and the needs of
the average user, Sinofsky opened
the floor for questions about the
system. One of the first queries
was on the back-compatibility of
the Windows 7 system.
“As engineers we are told to
See Windows, page 9

West’s fiery speech closes out Black Leadership Conference
By Sijia Cai
Senior Staff Writer

Ideas of leadership, diversity
and self were highlighted and debated at the sixth annual Black
Leadership Conference (BLC), a
three-day event held last weekend
on Tech’s campus. The theme for
this year’s conference was “Take
Back Your Existence.”
Held last Friday and Saturday,
the conference featured numerous
speeches, workshops and forums
aimed at helping attendees discover and reach their individual
goals. Sunday was capped off by a
keynote address delivered by Cornel West, class of 1943 professor at
Princeton University.
The event was organized by
the African American Student
Union (AASU). “AASU has been
very instrumental in bringing
many great events to campus, and
we are particularly proud of this
year’s [BLC],” said Tina Payne,
assistant director of the Cooperative Education Program and one
of AASU’s advisors.

Funding for the BLC was
provided by the Student Life Activities Board, OMED, Student
Affairs and several corporate
sponsors.
Of this funding, $22,000 was
spent to pay for West’s speaking
fees. AASU also requested over
$5,000 from RHA for food catering, but the bill did not pass.
“We are very excited to have
Dr. West, who is a high-profile
civil rights activist and community leader, speak here today,” said
Candace Mitchell, third-year CS
major and president of AASU.
“We thought it was only proper
that he give the final address to
conclude the entire conference,
which is aimed at fostering leadership in all areas of life—politically, academically, socially.”
West has written numerous
books and spoken all over the
world on the role of AfricanAmericans in society and such
core issues as democracy, equality
and religion.
Praised by the New York Times
as having “ferocious moral vi-

sion,” West lived up to his reputation on Sunday in his speech to
the audience gathered in the Ferst
Center for the Arts.
Going back to the roots of
American democracy, he first referred to the U.S. Constitution,
which contained “no reference
to the catastrophic conditions of
enslaved Africans, no reference to
slavery whatsoever.”
He then spoke about how Jim
Crow laws are “a form of American terrorism against black people, to keep black people so scared
and intimidated and convinced
that black people were less beautiful, less moral, less intelligent and
therefore less worthy.”
America has changed from
those times, but West said that
there was still room for improvement.
“Even as brother Barack broke
that highest glass ceiling at the top
of political life, there are still a lot
of folk in the basement… and the
basement is filling up. America is
See BLC, page 8
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In his keynote address, Cornel West addressed the claim of racial
progress and challenged today’s youth to fight human suffering.

Help Bring Religious
Studies Classes to Tech!
Monday, March 2
7:30 PM
Student Center
Theatre
Dr. Stephen Prothero
will discuss his book,
“Religious Literacy:
What Every American
Needs to Know – And
Doesn’t”
Sponsored by the Wesley Foundation at Georgia Tech
http://www.gtwf.org
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Return flight brings astronaut back to Tech
By Vijai Narayanan
Staff Writer

Returning from last November’s shuttle flight to the International Space Station (ISS), Eric
Boe, EE ‘97, returned to his alma
mater on Monday to give a talk on
his experience aboard the Space
Shuttle Endeavour and the ISS.
He shared some of the lessons he
learned in space and spoke about
the future of space exploration.
Along with Tech alumni Sandra Magnus, MSE ‘96, and Robert Kimbrough, MS OR ‘98, Boe
was the pilot of the crew for shuttle mission STS-126. The objective of the mission was to deliver
supplies to the ISS and to service
the solar alpha rotary joints.
Boe is a native of Atlanta and
graduated from Henderson High
School in Dekalb County. He
then attended the U.S. Air Force
Academy, graduating in 1987. He
flew over 55 combat missions with
the U.S. Airforce, and as a test pilot, he flew over 45 different aircraft. Onboard STS-126, Boe was
responsible for the orbital systems,
robotic arm and also assisted in
the rendezvous of Endeavour to
the ISS.
Boe began his talk by describing the highlights of his mission.
He described one particularly interesting experiment about how
spiders were able to adapt to con-

ditions in space and weave their
webs after several days. He also
described the process used to repair the solar array joints, which
constantly turn to face the sun
and gain maximum power. He
highlighted the fact that many of
the tools used in space have similar counterparts on Earth, but are
designed to withstand a broader
range of conditions.
He went on to talk about
some of the lessons he learned in
space. “Being out in space gives
you a whole different perspective
on things… it shows how little
we know about everything,” Boe
said. He cited this as a reason to
continue spaceflights and returning to the moon.
Boe also stated that space exploration is a key to maintaining
America’s status as a superpower.
“If you look throughout history,
those civilizations that were most
powerful invested in exploration,”
he said.
He also noted the opportunity
available for commercial ventures
to make it to space, and what this
means for the future. “We are in
the Roaring 20s of space exploration,” he said, meaning that the
time is ripe for private investors to
enter the space industry and make
space travel practical and more affordable.
He fielded several questions
after his talk from the audience.
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Eric Boe, EE ‘97, served as the pilot on last November’s 11-day
NASA space shuttle mission to the International Space Station.
One of the questions dealt with
the current budget for NASA and
the Obama administration’s space
policy.
“A lot of people think that
NASA uses too much money but
if you look at the things NASA
does with the Mars Rovers, the
Hubble and the ISS missions, it’s
remarkable,” he said. Boe pointed
out that the budget for NASA is
just one-half percent of America’s
GDP and that the military’s budget for space ventures actually ex-

ceeds that of NASA.
He also described his recruitment process and how he came to
be an astronaut. “As an astronaut,
you are essentially an operator of
equipment and any operational
experience, a pilot’s license, language ability and a broad base of
experience is good,” he said.
After returning home, Boe will
continue his training as an astronaut and remain on the backup
crew for the upcoming shuttle
mission.

BLC

not post-racial. When the white
brothers and sisters in Iowa voted
for qualification rather than pigmentation, it was not post-racial.
It was less racist,” West said.
Focusing on the new generation, he claimed that part of its
problem was the breakup of families and the loss of parental attention to the children, who then
look for guidance in such venues
as hip hop culture.
He then explored the issue of
taking control of one’s own life
and what it means to “take back
your existence.”
“What does it mean to be human? This is the important question for black leaders because
when we first came over from
Africa, we were told that we were
less than human, weren’t human
at all. What does it mean to be human?” West said.
Drawing examples from the
civil rights movement and American history, West illustrated the
meaning of leadership and black
leadership in particular, depicting it as a dedicated struggle for a
just cause. The challenge today for
young people, he continued, lay in
how they could stay connected to
that tradition.
“Young people should… love
themselves and love others, to
speak out for suffering everywhere… success is not a conclusion. It is a launching pad for
more greatness,” West said.

your ticket to

great
entertainment

MATT DUSK

Thursday, March 5, 8 p.m.

“The arrangements are
fresh and new but they
are nostalgic at the same
time.” –JazzReview.com

Toronto-born jazz crooner Matt Dusk embraces
swing, jazz and pop, easily polishing classics like
“Fly Me to the Moon” and “As Time Goes By.”
Poised for international stardom, Matt’s velvet voice,
great personality and good looks made him a star
in Canada by his mid-20s. American audiences will
recognize him as the entertainment on the
Fox reality TV show The Casino.

THE DAVID
SANBORN GROUP
Saturday, March 7, 8 p.m.

“a soul strut, brightened
by the incandescent tone
Sanborn customarily
generates on alto and
propelled by his band’s
rhythmic swagger.”
–Washington Post

Veteran alto sax master David Sanborn has
played a crucial role in establishing the sound of
contemporary jazz and instrumental pop. In his
remarkable three-and-a-half-decade recording and
performing career, he’s consistently embodied the
dual ideals of virtuosity and versatility, revealing
a one-of-a-kind talent on his own releases while
building a singularly impressive resume that
includes work with everyone from Gil Evans to
Bruce Springsteen.

TRINITY
IRISH DANCE

Sunday, March 8, 5 p.m.

“Simply intoxicating”
–San Francisco Examiner

A 22-time world champion dance company based
in Chicago, Trinity Irish Dance exhilarates audiences
with its vigorous power, daring compositions, and
staggering proficiency. Uniquely Irish-American,
the company crosses dance and cultural boundaries
to create a new vocabulary for Irish step dancing,
while the company’s aerial grace, hard-driving
percussive power, colorful costumes, and
breathtaking agility combine for an authentic
and memorable performance.

Division of Student Affairs Enriching the Educational Experience ( E 3 )

STUDENT TICKETS $10

Sponsored
by

On sale now in the Student Center Box Office. Valid BuzzCard required for I.D.

349 Ferst Drive

404-894-9600

www.ferstcenter.org

We’d like to hear from you.
Write us a letter.
letters@nique.net
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Summer course list expanded
By Ben Keyserling
Assistant Photo Editor

This summer Tech is expanding course offerings in an attempt
to increase enrollment. With the
recent budget crisis, Tech needs
the increased summer tuition revenue to achieve its financial goals.
Still, the expanded course options
should also help students create a
useful schedule.
“In the budget is 14 million
dollars of student tuition, and if
we had students not come, our
[shortfall] would be even bigger,”
said Andy Smith, senior vice provost for Academic Affairs.
Many schools initially reduced
summer courses to cut costs.
However, the reduction of available courses would restrict the
flow of crucial tuition dollars during the summer months.
Smith worked to create an incentive plan to help colleges improve summer course variety. The
departments will receive additional funding that matches tuition
revenue for each additional summer credit hour enrolled.
By offering key courses that are
required in students’ curriculums,
these departments will also improve the prospect of a summer at
Tech. “You certainly have a greater variety of courses, and so you
should be able to find courses that

move you toward your degree,”
Smith said. “Before, you just had
to take what you could get because there weren’t that many offerings.”
Students have experienced difficulty planning an effective summer semester, due to relatively few
courses being offered beyond core
requirements.
Previously, an effective summer semester required scheduling
an entire year. “If you look at what
you are taking in spring, fall and
summer, you can rearrange [your
schedule] appropriately,” said Patrick Eisenmann, third-year CS
major.
The Hope scholarship requires
a full-time schedule, creating further difficulties. “I ended up taking CS 1316 one summer rather
than taking something more useful because I needed 12 hours,”
Eisenmann said. While students
have been able to fulfill elective
requirements, available courses
may not have been desirable or
beneficial.
Professors also have a different outlook on teaching summer
courses. Like many students, faculty can have a reduced course
load.
“I think it’s easier for me to do
a better job during the summer,
because my teaching load is a bit
less,” said Peter Vantine, professor

in the College of Management.
Tech professors are currently not
required to teach summer courses,
and many professors spend the
time outside of the classroom.
Tech’s increased summer
schedule has importance beyond
finances, with Tech’s administration investigating a transition to a
trimester system. Under this system, which is pending approval
by the Board of Regents, Tech
would offer three equal terms of
14 weeks each year.
A trimester system has several
benefits for the administration. A
key financial benefit of trimesters
is the ability to better utilize campus resources.
“During the summer, we almost have to close down buildings. Now, we are able to use
them,” Smith said. Trimesters
would also make it easier for colleges to plan courses, because each
academic term will be the same
length.
Enhanced summers, in either
the current or trimester form,
should help students. Offering the
same courses more times per year
will give students better flexibility
in scheduling. For instance, co-op
students will be able to take essential courses every semester, and
all students will have the option of
using summer courses to graduate
from Tech sooner.
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Technique Online Voice your opinion!
Last issue’s question received 38 responses.
Do you support “Fixed for Four” tuition?
No. I think
the policy isn’t
best for Tech
students.

I don’t have an
opinion.

11%

18%

It doesn’t affect me because
I entered school
before it was a
policy.

Yes. I like to know
my tuition for the
next four years.

11%

60%

This week’s question:
Will you consider summer classes now that more
classes will be oﬀered?

Tell us at www.nique.net

Windows
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never answer a question with a
blanket yes, so yes, it does [have
back compatibility],” Sinofsky
said. He further explained that
while some minor features of the
Vista system will not run in Windows 7, for the common user, the
program will be completely backcompatible.
“It’s an immensely challenging

environment for any business on
earth right now, but one of the
things that we believe is that the
great technology companies really double down…. And through
research and development, come
out stronger. What we are trying
to do is engineer the software for
a billion people, but also for the
next billion people, and that’s
what is really exciting for us here
at Microsoft,” Sinofsky said.
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Success is a lousy teacher. It seduces smart
people into thinking they can’t lose.
—Bill Gates

OUR VIEWS CONSENSUS OPINION

Dear Mr. President

Peterson’s arrival should lead to a shift in Tech’s culture

With new leadership comes new opportunities to redefine Tech and its culture. This week’s official appointment of
George P. “Bud” Peterson as Tech’s president offers a chance for change.
Although many past traditions and initiatives will undoubtedly be maintained,
Peterson’s fresh outlook could translate
into a culture shift at Tech. For one, Peterson should bring the thriving entrepreneurial spirit of Boulder to campus. Tech
and the city of Atlanta have all the potential they need to be at the crossroads of
business and technology.
Despite being a top research institution,
the quality of teaching at Tech is lacking.
Excellence in research should remain a
primary focus for the Institute in recruiting the best professors, but a change in
the teaching culture is in order. More visible incentives that reward excellence in
teaching should be put in place. Given his
long teaching background, Peterson is the
right person to begin this shift.
The quality of student life also needs attention. As someone who understands the
value of the college experience, Peterson
should come in with a new perspective on

improving student life and boosting morale on campus. Along the same lines, the
culture of learning at Tech can be transformed from one that values rankings,
grades and getting a job over curiosity,
problem solving and flexibility.
While Peterson’s engineering background is an obvious match for Tech,
the Institute could gain from expanding
its focus beyond this one area. Interdisciplinary and non-engineering programs
should not be left out of the spotlight. In
addition, Tech could benefit from a culture of collaboration in which students
are encouraged to explore different fields
at the many universities nearby.
Another opportunity for Peterson is to
improve Tech’s culture of communication. The current decentralized and disjointed channels that connect the administration, faculty and students leave much
to be desired. Greater transparency and
convenience are needed to make information available at everyone’s fingertips.
Beyond the obvious, Peterson’s arrival
could mark the beginning of a new era for
the Institute and its still-developing culture. His legacy is yet to be written.
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Tech should join
city for Earth Hour

From melting glaciers to dramatic weather patterns, climate
change is impacting life on Earth.
On March 28 at 8:30 p.m., tens
of millions of people will demonstrate concern for our planet by
turning out their lights for one
hour. I urge the Tech community
to take part and support Earth
Hour. More than 50 million people participated in 2008, as lights
went dark at the Empire State
Building, Golden Gate Bridge
and Sydney’s Opera House. Earth
Hour 2009 will be even bigger,
with more than 240 cities and
hundreds of college campuses taking part.
The Tech Freshman Council,
along with several environmental
groups on campus, is partnering
with the Mayor’s Office and City
Councilman Kwanza Hall to put
on a “Lights Out Georgia Tech”
program to partner with “Lights
Out Atlanta.” The program will
likely be the signature event in
this movement for the city of Atlanta and solidify Tech as a flagship university in this cause—but
only with the participation of each
and every student, residence hall
and building.
This is a critical moment for
our planet. Through Earth Hour
we can collectively raise our voices
and demand that our elected leaders join with the global community to find solutions to this urgent
problem. On March 28 at 8:30,
let’s all turn out for Earth Hour
and for the future of our planet.
Joe Charbonnet
First-year CE

OCEB renovation
makes little sense
I suppose it takes a school
with an amazing architecture and
engineering program to make
amazingly stupid architecture
and engineering mistakes. What
I’m referring to, of course, is the
wheelchair accessibility of the recently refurbished Old Civil Engineering Building (OCEB).
The building is compliant with
the ADA. That’s not the problem.
The problem is that on the front
patio area, a wheelchair ramp
leads down from the main doors
to the patio area but no additional
ramp leads from that patio area
to the sidewalk level. Essentially,
this means that wheelchair bound
persons who expect to exit the
building via the front entrance—
a reasonable request—will find
themselves trapped on the front
patio area, unable to leave the
building from [there].
After talking with some faculty knowledgeable about the refurbishing, it appears there was a
plan to have a second, very discreet ramp leading to the sidewalk
level. However, due to GT Capital Planning and Space Management’s overly stringent requirement that the front of the building

Write to us:

letters@nique.net
We welcome your letters in
response to Technique content as
well as topics relevant to campus.
We will print letters on a timely
and space-available basis.
Letters should not exceed 400
words and should be submitted by
Tuesday at 7 p.m. in order to be
printed in the following Friday’s
issue. Include your full name, year
(1st, 2nd, etc.) and major. We reserve the right to edit for style and
length. Only one submission per
person will be printed per term.

not be altered in the slightest, this
plan was revoked. Anyone looking at the building will quickly see
that the left staircase leading from
the patio to sidewalk could have
been easily and discretely converted to a wheelchair-accessible ramp
with essentially no change in the
building’s visible facade.
That refurbishing was meant to
last the building probably at least
30 years. Now we’ll have to deal
with stupid inflexibility for at least
that long.
Nicholas Sondej
First-year CMPE

One-track mentality
endangers Tech
A problem I see at Tech is
the idea of “compartmentalized”
minds. It is best demonstrated
by those who come here thinking
they will escape into the physical
sciences (or technology, industry
or business).
These men and women include
some of mankind’s best brains.
They are able to perform feats of
brilliant conceptual integration
and rational thinking in engineering, computer science, technology
and business. Yet they become
helplessly anti-conceptual in all
the other aspects of their lives,
particularly in human relationships and social issues. But no
such refuge is possible.
Think of all the dangers that a
compartmentalized mind creates
and perpetrates. It means that the
engineers and scientists competent to discover new knowledge
are not able to judge for what purpose that knowledge is to be used.
Instead, learn to accept that
no such refuge exists, that man
cannot survive as half-scientist,
half-terrified person. So long as
one wants use one’s achievements
in reality, one must learn to face
and understand the irrationality
in human relationships. If there
are degrees of urgency, I would say
that it is the engineers and scientists who need to speak up most.
The nature of their power and responsibility are too important.
Kate Bowen
Fourth-year CE
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Reasons matter, so think before you preach
Perhaps it is the slow economy, the stress of midterms or
even the inconsistent weather,
but something seems to be
putting people on edge. It is as
though there is a virus going
around that is causing people
to disagree simply for the sake
of disagreeing. So what’s the
deal? Why can’t we all just get
along?
First of all, I know the
bright readers of the Technique
are already thinking about
how my entire Entertainment
section is dedicated to doling
out criticism and wondering
how I could possibly be concerned with other people’s
ways without looking at my
own first. They are absolutely
right. Every week we distribute praise or punishment in
the form of words and little
black stars to pass judgment
onto something that people
have presumably put time and
effort into. Is that fair?
It’s hard to say. I’d like to
believe that we do our best
to judge things with an open
mind and base our opinions on
reasons that we have thought
through.
Do we always succeed? Not
a chance, and I’m not going to
pretend that we do.
Biases and emotions (which
can be helpful and make a critique personal and unique) are
at times too influential and
cause us to miss the point. For
the most part, however, we
attempt to write our reviews
considering both the qualities

“It is so much simpler to
just have an opinion without
thinking about why you feel
like that.”
Daniel Spiller
Entertainment Editor

that we find admirable as well
as the aspects that we disagree
with.
But I’m not talking about
opinions that even attempt
to be rational. My concern is
with the profound negativity
that is rooted in nothing. Disagreements have gone from “I
think you are wrong,” to “you
are wrong,” as though somehow one person’s statement is
fact while the other’s is opinion (and an incorrect one, too).
I was recently talking with
a friend of mine while waiting
for class to start when we happened to reference a TV show
that we both enjoy. An acquaintance of ours overheard
us talking, and when my buddy asked this guy whether or
not he also enjoyed the show,
our acquaintance simply shook
his head and said, “No, it’s terrible.” That’s it. Though we
tried justifying why we enjoy
the show, the conversation basically ended there.
But what is the real motivation to justify our opinions?
Why should we have to say

what we think and why we
think that way? Because there
are reasons you feel positively
or negatively about the subject, and letting other people
know your reasons gives them
the information that you have
at least thought through your
argument, even if they still
disagree.
To say something “sucks
because it’s stupid” or “is great
because I like it” doesn’t really
mean anything. Why does it
suck? Aren’t there possible reasons why it might not suck?
Or conversely, what is it that
makes it so great? Very brash
judgments without hesitation
are not as informative or as
stimulating as opinions with
substance.
Now, I’m not going to sit
on some high horse and say I
always give the best reasons for
my beliefs; there are plenty of
times when I pass judgment
too quickly or dwell on the
cons without seeing the pros.
But I do know the importance of judging things fairly,
and though conversations do

not all need to be turned into
borderline scientific discussions (especially on matters
that are somewhat trivial, like
TV show preferences), it still
wouldn’t be a bad idea to explain why we think the way we
do while keeping our minds
open to other ideas.
Part of the problem could
be that it is easier this way. It
is so much simpler to just have
an opinion without thinking
about why you feel like that.
And while it is nice to have
a go-to schema to simplify
everything, it also makes us
more likely to base everything
on that one thing we love or
that one thing we hate. This
makes for an inaccurate representation of whatever it is that
you are arguing.
Or maybe the problem is
that truly listening to others
has become less and less common.
We focus on our own interests and are not listening to
others’ responses to our viewpoints. The goal of being right
is so important that it makes
us lose sight of the possibility
that other opinions could be
just as valid and reasonable.
It is through dissenting
opinions that we are able to
learn. Even if you completely
disagree with what I say, perhaps if I give you my reasons
and thinking behind my argument, you will at least understand why I said it. And I, in
turn, will give the same respect
to your reasons and thinking.

U.S. minds turn to media in hard times
After the glitz and the glam,
the musicals and the flurry of
pretty dresses, the Academy
Awards mark the end of another media awards season. As the
curtains close and the lights
dim, America’s grim economic
and political reality begins to
set in once again. As easy as it
may be to avoid them, eventually we have to recognize the
problems that face our country
and act against them.
The idea of American escapism was most observed
during the Great Depression,
during which Americans experienced incredible levels of
unemployment. While citizens
felt the impact of a spiraling
economy, American film began to emerge, producing cinematic legends like Judy Garland, Fred Astaire and Shirley
Temple.
As theaters dodged problems with cheery films, even
President Franklin D. Roosevelt recognized the power of
the media, observing “that for
just 15 cents, an American can
go to a movie and look at the
smiling face of a baby and forget his troubles.”
Now more than ever, it is
incredibly tempting to escape
to the fantasy that the media
purports rather than face the
real problems of our nation.
On a Wednesday night, it is far
less frightening to turn on the
television to another episode of
Lost than CNN or FOX News.
It is also far easier and more
pleasant to believe that even in

As imagined by the 2009
Best Picture winner Slumdog
Millionaire (whose popularity
can be compared to the ragsto-riches stories of Horatio Alger of the late 1800s), even a
slum kid can rise from extreme
Vivian Fan poverty and achieve his dream.
In the end, the underdog does
Layout Editor not win by sitting around in
front of his or her television,
but rather through fighting,
for their kids’ private schools.
struggling and coming out
Although this is only fic- victorious. In the same fashtion, the same ignorance can ion, we as Americans should
be observed in news media. follow suit.
Even after the election, AmeriInstead of letting the nacan news stations seemed to tion’s problems passively go
be blinded by the “real” is- by, it is our responsibility as
sues at hand. They chose to citizens to keep ourselves infocus on such hard-hitting formed and involved. Despite
topics as what type of dog the the discomfort or unpleasantObama girls would be getting ness that watching negative
(Portuguese water hound or newscast after negative newsLabradoodle?) and Michelle cast means, it is a necessity for
Obama’s fashion choices.
Americans to do so. By keepAt the same time, a war ing ourselves informed, we
was raging and financial es- will be able to act in a more
tablishments such as Ernst and educated fashion and possibly
Young and Lehman Brothers in a way that can push our
fell into bankruptcy. Yet as the country forwards rather than
recession continues to dig an backwards.
even deeper hole in the failing
Rather than spending time
economy, the real problems reporting on Paris Hilton’s
still persist and will eventually latest publicity stunt or inbreak into focus.
sipid YouTube hits, the media
Despite the obvious fact should be informing itself and
that film and television are acting in any way it can to deal
indeed fantasy, one aspect of with today’s most pressing isit can be taken to heart. Yes, sues. While America’s escapwe may not live out the fairy ism may aid the film and the
tale happy endings that are television industry, there are
portrayed in movies, but peo- still multitudes of other places
ple are capable of overcoming where our money and attentheir struggles.
tion would help more.

“Instead of letting the nation’s
problems passively go by, it is
our responsibility as citizens to
keep ourselves informed...”

a struggling economy, business
in the paper industry of Scranton, Pa. is still booming, and
that you too, America, can one
day afford a home and marry
the sweet receptionist that you
love.
However, in the end, reality always takes over. As easy
as it may be to escape the
news headlines of corruption,
bankruptcy and war, real life
is inevitable. It is impossible
to escape, and even more futile
to try. In comparison to the
escapist entertainment of the
1930s, however, ours is more
complex, acknowledging hard
times but hardly reflecting it.
While in the real world costs
are rising, stocks are dipping
to all-time lows, and men and
women are losing their jobs,
the fictional world on the silver
screen seems to suggest otherwise.
Even the “desperate housewives” realize there is an economic recession, but that
doesn’t seem to stop them
from driving around in their
brand-new Lexuses and shelling out thousands of dollars
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Does SGA do a good job of
communicating with you?

Kevin Pham
Fourth-year EE

“I don’t really know anything
about SGA, so obviously there
might be a communication
problem.”

Molly Williams
Third-year STAC

“SGA is doing an excellent
job...I could communicate
with them relatively easily.”

Nathan Klein
Fourth-year ECE

“I don’t pay attention to anything they’ve sent me, so no.”

Alex Henke
Second-year ECON and INTA

“SGA is doing a pretty good
job communicating with me,
mostly through personal interaction with SGA members.”
Photos by Ben Keyserling
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HOT– or –NOT
Race reloaded

Princeton professor Cornel
West—renowned scholar, civil
rights activist and even actor
(appearing in two of the three
Matrix movies)—visited Tech
this week to share his firebrand
views with the Tech community. Starting a conversation
with Tech students on race in
what has recently and controversially been termed a ‘nation
of cowards’ is a step in a positive direction.

Dancing stars

This year’s Dance Marathon broke new records of
participation, with almost 300
students dancing for hours to
raise funds for Atlanta’s children. Although the event did
not raise as much money as last
year, Dance Marathon continued to offer Tech students the
chance to do a good—and
fun—deed.

Best bias award

This year’s Oscars were riddled with the same bias for the
usual tragic dramas. Wall-E
and the Dark Knight were not
even nominated for Best Picture, while Mickey Rourke’s
outstanding performance in
The Wrestler unsurprisingly
lost to Sean Penn’s depiction of
gay politician Harvey Milk (a
Rourke win would have given
the Technique an impressive
six-for-six prediction streak).

Gmail scare

Prompting a slew of confused and sometimes angry
updates on blogs, Twitter and
Facebook, this week’s Gmail’s
outage caused panic among
users. Sure, the server was only
out temporarily during the
middle of the night, but we
were reminded of our shameless dependency on Google for
normal functioning.

In times of recession, ‘everyday
low prices’ trump liberal guilt

I have been a devout bargain
shopper for most of my life. With
a few classic exceptions such as
Vera Bradley bags (I have a seemingly endless need for quilted
paisley), I generally prefer to buy
cheap, in bulk or preferably both.
From a young age I have known
exactly where to go: that Mecca
of low prices, Wal-Mart. I have
even purchased outfits for sorority
recruitment there, and have been
quite happy with the results.
Sadly, starting about five years
ago my seemingly innocent habit
became a topic of concern from
many friends. I was informed in
no uncertain terms that I was undermining the capitalist system,
supporting slave labor and killing
the Amazon, all while endorsing
sexism and racism. I was horrified,
but being the relatively lame and
overly argumentative person that I
am, I chose to take the hard route.
Rather than simply modify
my behavior and join the roaring
hoards demanding the destruction of one of America’s most successful businesses, I did research.
I continued to shop at Wal-Mart
and simply looked up statistics to
defend my behavior. Now, after
years of vainly pointing out the
benefits of the big, yellow smiley
faces to my more ardently opposed friends, I have finally gotten
my revenge.
Hopefully, I will never have
to make my passionate argument
about the net benefit of Wal-Mart
in rural communities or for the urban lower class again. Hopefully, I
will never again have to explain to
my more liberal and academically-minded friends that the overall
product availability, GDP and tax
revenue of a county almost always
goes up when a Wal-Mart is in-

“Wal‐Mart lets all of us buy the
things we feel we ‘need’ at prices
!"#!$%&'&(!$&)#(!*+$",-$./("$-&$
actually ‘need’ them.”
Emily Chambers
Outreach Editor

troduced. And hopefully, I will
no longer have to explain that yes,
Wal-Mart’s part-time employment policy was racist and sexist
but it does not negate the overall
brilliance of the part-time employment idea, nor does it nullify
the benefits of shopping there.
Hopefully, the vehement attacks on my shopping habits will
cease altogether, as recent statistics indicate that many of those
customers who had the liberty of
avoiding Wal-Mart’s “everyday
low prices” are spending their
shrinking incomes on the discounted products that much of
America once judged. In the last
quarter of 2008 (that time when
the global economy was spiraling down the drain), Wal-Mart
recorded an 8.3 percent growth
in sales, with heavy growth internationally and at established
Wal-Mart centers. In other words,
it wasn’t all thanks to returning
customers.
Wal-Mart’s internal statistics
suggest that much of this cash
influx came straight from new
customers, from that almost unimaginable portion of the population that had managed to avoid
shopping at Wal-Mart before they
realized that lettuce really should
cost less than four dollars (what
in the world does Whole Foods
put in their lettuce that makes it

worth that, by the way?).
Of course, Wal-Mart was not
a perfect business, but it is a great
business model. Wal-Mart does
not expect you to have a line of
credit—they sell products that are
cheap enough that you can actually buy them in cash. Wal-Mart
gives people the opportunity to
live within their means while still
enjoying the wide array of products and services that we as Americans have defined as crucial to
our everyday lives. Wal-Mart lets
all of us buy the things we feel we
“need” at prices that reflect exactly how much we actually “need”
them. For example, I really only
“need” shimmery lip gloss at a
going rate of about 15 cents an
ounce, and Wal-Mart can provide
me with that rate.
As individuals continue to
tighten their belts, the culture of
excess that has run rampant for
the past few years is finally shrinking. Of course, the recession is a
horrible turn for our economy and
our country, but I think the growing profits of Wal-Mart might
just show one benefit. As budgets shrink, so does self-righteous
grandstanding about the moral
responsibility of superstores.
People are finally realizing what I
have known all along. Wal-Mart
products are just as good as any
store’s—at half the price.

Focus

focus@nique.net
Focus Editor:
Reem Mansoura

Organization Spotlight: Pre-Pharmacy Club
This student association helps students
prepare for pharmacy school and encourages
interest in pharmacy and related fields.
Contact: ppsagt@gatech.edu
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By Julia Turner
Contributing Writer

What happens when you combine
music, a choreographed dance and
tons of spirit? A dance marathon!
This past Saturday, Tech held its
seventh annual Dance Marathon at
the CRC to benefit the Children’s
Miracle Network and Children’s
Healthcare of Atlanta. Throughout
the school year, the Dance Marathon
steering committee is in charge of
planning and publicizing the event.
Students sign up to participate in the
event with different student organizations. Each team is responsible for
raising money throughout the year,
and every person on the team must
raise at least $30 to participate in the
event. This year’s theme was “keeping
it sweet for the kids.” Participating
groups ranged from Greek to freshmen organizations.
“This year was our most successful
Dance Marathon yet with just under
300 participants and about $12,000
[in donations],” said Craig Rawe,
a fourth-year MGT major and executive director of Dance Marathon.
“We set our goal this year of growing our event. We wanted the event
to include more people and a more
diverse set of organizations, and we
were proud when [we succeeded]”
Rawe said.
The move from last year’s location
at the O’Keefe gym to the more spacious CRC basketball courts reflects
the event’s goal-shattering growth.
The steering committee was also
in charge of setting up several major
fundraising events for Dance Marathon throughout the year.
“We had a letter-writing campaign
where family members of dancers
sponsored them,” said Jenna Castle,
a fourth-year INTA major and morale team captain. “We also held a
coffee house fundraiser at Under the
Couch where local bands played, and
we charged an entrance fee. We also
had restaurants like Chick-fil-A and
Steak ‘n Shake donate a percentage
of their profits on a particular day to
our Dance Marathon.”
While the event is called “dance
marathon,” a variety of games and
activities, including dancing, took
place during the seven-hour event.
Some of the activities and entertainment for the night included a live
band, dodgeball, a relay race and
dance performances and lessons from
the GT Salsa Club, Tekstyles, the
Ballroom Dancing Club and Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.
At the top of every hour, the morale team leaders, the volunteers who
are in charge of their teams, performed part of a choreographed mo-

rale dance. The purpose of the dance
was to keep everyone energized
throughout the marathon. The team
leaders, along with the morale team
captain, taught part of the dance to
the rest of the dance marathon participants. At the end of the night, all
the morale team leaders and participants danced the complete version of
the morale team dance.
Throughout the night, the dance
marathon participants had the opportunity to hear the stories of the
“miracle children” who had been
saved by Children’s Healthcare hospitals. Ruth Woldetsadik’s daughter
was a patient at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta who needed two
open-heart surgeries.
“You know, the donations are not
much to [the students], but they save
lives. I could not afford the thousands of dollars it costs for my daughter’s medical care without them,” said
Woldetsadik, whose children were
playing on the inflatable obstacle
course as she spoke.
For Woldetsadik, the most important thing in bringing her children was for the dancers to see where
their money is going and, specifically,
whom it is helping.
Terilyn
Walton,
Children’s
Healthcare liaison, has been active
in Tech’s Dance Marathon for the
past three years. Walton works at the
Foundation as a fundraiser. She keeps
the steering committee informed of
where the money they raise is going.
Each year, the money is donated to
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta.
“I’ve enjoyed watching the program grow and maintain its identity
on campus,” Walton said. “It’s also
neat to see people connect with the
families, come back the next year
and still maintain that special connection.”
“We came last year,” said Laura
Lewis, whose son Ryan was born with
only half a heart. “And the boys just
couldn’t stop talking about it. Some
of the students gave them headbands,
and they still have them!”
Before Lewis’s son had his heart
transplant in 2007, he had a lot of
trouble getting around and often had
to stop to catch his breath.
“Now I can’t keep him still,” Lewis said, pointing to her son running
through the obstacle course. “He’s
just like any normal four-and-a-half
year old boy.”
Many of the morale team leaders
expressed how much they enjoyed
dancing for a greater purpose. “I really like Dance Marathon because all
the miracle children make the whole
event so much more real,” said Drew
See Marathon, page 15

Photo by Ben Keyserling/ Student Publications

Dance Marathon participants pledge to
remain moving throughout the night,
raising money for Children’s Healthcare.
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Professor sheds
light on
stimulus bill
By Aaron Parkman
Staff Writer

Congress passed the whopping $787 billion
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act this
month, intending to infuse the economy with a
much-needed dose of cash. Willie Belton, associate professor in the School of Economics,
shared his opinion on the bill this week, giving
expert insight into the issue.
“I think [the bill] is a very positive thing and
is probably the only thing that [Congress] could
do,” Belton said. Although there is an ideological dispute in Congress concerning the size of
the bill, Belton said that the dispute is “pure
politics.”
The bill provides tax relief for individuals
and state and local governments. The bill also
pumps money into transportation and infrastructure, renewable energy and the healthcare
system.
From a Republican perspective, a spending
strategy that includes a $19.9 billion increase
in food stamps and an $86.6 billion increase in
Medicaid is irresponsible and will not stimulate the economy, but Democratic congressmen
claim that the increase is necessary to support
American families.
The main ideological difference between
liberal and conservative economics has been a
point of contention since just after the Great
Depression, when the United States began to
see more economic regulation by the federal
government as necessary. The dispute has always concerned the reach of government.
“We could probably do nothing, but I’m not
sure we want to feel that kind of pain,” Belton
said, alluding to the 25 percent unemployment
rate of the 1930s. Currently, the U.S. unemployment rate is only 7.6 percent, almost double
what it was in March 2007. Georgia’s unemployment rate has also steadily increased, reaching a 26-year high in December at 8.1 percent.
Georgia Senate Majority Leader Chip Rogers (R-Woodstock) expressed his dissatisfaction
with the bill to reporters last week, speaking out
against the “almost…trillion dollars in debt”
that the federal government is placing “on the
American people.”
Regardless, the fact remains that Georgia is
not doing any better economically than other
states, bearing an unemployment rate that is 0.5
percent above the national average.
Last week, Governor Perdue signed a piece
of legislation that re-routes most of the $460
million of stimulus money intended for Georgia’s Medicaid. That legislation will essentially
keep Georgia from bouncing the $200 to $300
checks it wrote to homeowners in the form of
tax relief grants last fall.
Some optimism came from Belton, saying that “Georgia isn’t any better or any worse
than any [other state],” but also adding that the
mortgage crisis is especially painful in Georgia.
Still, there are many reasons why new graduates or even current students may want to purchase a home as opposed to renting in this economic climate.
First of all, homes are selling for historically
low prices, some auctioning for as little as a few
thousand dollars. Also, first-time home buyers
qualify for a tax credit of up to $8,000 under
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
The thing to keep in mind when buying an
auctioned home, however, is that the costs associated with making the home livable are often more than the purchase price. Distressed
homes cost tens of thousands of dollars to restore, not to mention the thousands of dollars
per year in property tax.
See Stimulus, page 14
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If one is looking to make a
financial investment, Belton suggests “following the government’s
lead,” meaning that if the government is preparing to pour billions
of dollars into infrastructure, now
is the time to invest in road-building companies.
Concerning the stock market,
the Dow Jones Industrial Average
has dropped 21 percent since the
beginning of 2009.
While some Americans attribute losses to poor decisions
being made in Washington right
now, others point to a ripple effect coming from the recently
distressed economies of Romania
and Hungary.
For Americans, the trillion
dollar question is: How long will
the bill in question take to work?
To some, the road ahead looks like
an eternity, but to Belton, “[The
bill] is already having an impact
on expectations.”
Citing some of his own expectations, Belton said that he was

looking forward to an infusion
of funding to universities from
the federal government. Although
Tech only receives 35 percent of
its funding through the government, every little bit helps.
Thanks to the stimulus bill,
Georgia’s educational system will
be able to stave off further losses. The state will no longer have
to cut $20 million in education
funding for the year 2010. Counting K-12 schools and universities
together, the system was already
dealing with budget cuts of more
than $150 million this year.
In response to an outcry from
college students, Pell Grants were
increased by $500 per student.
Nationally, an additional $200
million was set aside for workstudy programs.
Whether or not spending has
been strategic is a question that
economists can theorize about
now but will not be able to answer
for years. “I think [Congress] is
spending the money [in] the only
places they can spend the money,”
Belton said.

Photo by Kelvin Kuo/ Student Publications

Economics professor Willie Belton says the stimulus bill recently
passed by Congress was the only choice they had, though he
acknowledged the size of the bill was controversial.

Facebook app provides shipping savings
By Chris Russell
Staff Writer

We’ve all had to go through it.
At one point or another, we have
all spent hours tracking down
some random purchase in local
stores to save on shipping, only
to give up and resign ourselves
to paying for the three pounds of
cardboard and packing peanuts
that are apparently needed to protect a paperback book from the
hazards of UPS.
Ram Ravichandran, CS ‘04,
thought there had to be a better, more cost-efficient and ecofriendly solution. Thus, ShipTogether was born.
According to Ravichandran,
ShipTogether provides “carpooling for your online purchases.”
It is a Facebook application that
allows Amazon shoppers to combine their orders and save on shipping costs by making it easier to
meet the $25 minimum order for
free shipping. The application also
scores bonus points for helping
the environment by reducing the
amount of packaging required.
ShipTogether works by first
having a user pick what they want
to order, then pick who they feel
comfortable sharing shipping
with (just friends, people in their
networks, etc.) and how long they
want to look for a match (any duration between one day and two
weeks). After a match has been
found and the users have approved each other, a single-click
link to Amazon’s checkout window is generated with both users’
purchases selected. The purchase
is then ready for payment.
Currently, one user pays for
and receives both shoppers’ purchases. It is up to the two users to
work out the reimbursement on
their own.
However, there is a system in
the works that will allow users to

pay for their own purchases separately.
“[ShipTogether] started off as a
small hack to save on shipping for
a few of my friends and me and
evolved over time as more people
were interested in it,” Ravichandran said. “But one of my main
motivations to actually spend
time and effort on developing a
Facebook application was to reduce the impact on the environment. It actually turns out that
this is a win-win-win situation for
customers, Amazon and the environment.
“For customers, this means
no shipping charges, no postponing orders and no filler items; [in
other words] it saves them time
and frustration,” Ravichandran
said. “The shipping costs that
Amazon absorbs when the total is
over $25 makes a lot more sense
only when people actually buy
stuff worth $30 or more per cart.
But by adding filler items, people
get the order total to just over $25
and, in effect, Amazon makes less
profit from them. Lastly, shipping
together saves the environment.
One-third of the stuff in landfills
is from packaging materials…. By
shipping together, users can really reduce [the amount of packing materials used to pack smaller
items].”
Ravichandran explains that
although he plans on expanding
ShipTogether to include other
sites, it makes more sense to limit the number of sites available
through the service.
“I am planning to add support
for Buy.com, Barnes and Noble
and VitaminShoppe,” Ravichandran said.
“I didn’t want to dilute the
market by giving people too many
options. For instance, if someone
found a book at the same price
at both Amazon and Barnes and
Noble, they might choose fifty-

fifty on which site they want to
go to. By restricting ShipTogether
to just Amazon, I can make sure
that it is more likely they can get a
shipping buddy to share their purchase,” Ravichandran said.
“Currently, the Facebook version is the only one that is available. Depending on user response,
I might have a stand-alone site
authenticated by Facebook Connect,” Ravichandran said.
ShipTogether is not the first
program of its kind that Ravichandran has developed.
“I like to develop stuff that
would be useful for a few people
around me, and then eventually expand it as more people use
it,” Ravichandran said. “While
at Tech, I did something similar with food—a project called
OrderKhana. ‘Khana’ in Hindi
means food. I am a vegetarian,
and when I came to the U.S. in
1999, I had trouble finding good
Indian vegetarian food around
campus.
“On the other hand, there were
these Indian housewives (mothers of friends) who could legally
work, but didn’t due to language
and cultural barriers. They would,
however, make the most amazing food…. So I started a website
service called OrderKhana where
students could place orders for
home-cooked food, and Indian
housewives would basically cook
and drop off the food at predetermined locations and times around
campus,” Ravichandran said.
Ravichandran is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Computer Science at Carnegie-Mellon University in Pittsburgh.
His area of study encompasses
the interactions between computers, economics and business, while
his current research focuses on the
evolution of privacy policies in social networks and the viral adoption of new products.
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Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

Try our student specials:

1 large 3 topping pizza for ONLY $9.99!
2 large 1 topping pizzas for ONLY $16.99!
3 large 1 topping pizzas for ONLY $21.99!
(pick up or delivery)
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Haley G I want to spend every moment with you
I would have been such a hood PL
i want to prop my turbo all night long
i want a mutalisk plush toy
do you want to tab my body, adam?
maybe i’ll stop sharing information so you’ll never know anything cool that’s going on in the world
it’s a big blue watery road *arm oscillations*
I just want to tell her how I feel. And then never speak to her
again.
Say what you mean and mean what you say.
you can’t die from clap, so it’l okay
Reem, this one’s for you :D
uh, what is it with tech guys and following me home??
Now who should I take?... Keith, and..... T-Pain!
It’s 3am, and I want to go to bed . . .
Jon: You watched the movie!?
Ken: Yea It was really sad
Ken: It had a fat man with a little mustache
Jon: All sad movies do
The last time I had on a pair of ‘rain boots’ I was in the creek
catchin crawdads to fish with and they didn’t have hello kitty on
them. Wet sidewalks? c’mon ladies
Today, I am a chemical engineer in senior design. FML.
Three guys walk into a bar...I forgot the rest of the joke, but your
mother’s a whore.
what’s with all the asian guys with silver rings, is it some manjewelry cult? it looks like you’re all <3 together
I just want to sleep until 9:30. Is that too much to ask?
Pikachu you are the scourge of the sliver.
damn republicans wont let me get drunk on sunday
IAC SAB Website Redesign Contest! Do it!!!
its goods that you said that, cause your a friggin idiot
yep, detroit. the home of robocop
porque?
I WANT TO EAT CHOCOLATE
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Pak, a first-year INTA major and
morale team leader for the FAB
Runts. “At other charity events,
you don’t immediately see the impact of your efforts. With Dance
Marathon, the evidence of your
hard work is right in front you.”
For Margaret DeGrace, a firstyear INTA major who organized
Alpha Xi Delta’s team, the charity was a little more personal.
DeGrace has close ties to the
Children’s Miracle Network after
having been a patient and volunteer there for several years.
“I have a peanut allergy, [and]
my best friend had a lot of heart
problems, so I have been volunteering [at Children’s Healthcare
of Atlanta] for a few years,” De-

Grace said.
While many teams relied on
individual contributions as their
main fundraising strategy, other
organizations held specific fundraising events. FreShGA, for example, sold chicken biscuits in
front of the Athletic Association
for the week preceding the event.
Phi Mu, whose national philanthropy is the Children’s Miracle
Network, held a bake sale and began fundraising for Dance Marathon during football games first
semester.
“We went canning at football
tailgates and asked for donations,”
said Sarah Watson, a second-year
MGT major. “In two weeks, we’re
doing a Tea Social to raise money.”
Watson also participated in
Dance Marathon last year and

has enjoyed seeing how different
student organizations continue to
come together for the same cause.
At the end of the night, awards
were given for the top fundraisers. This year, Phi Mu won for
organization fundraising, raising
approximately $4,800. Meg Gunther and Drew Pak tied for first in
the individual division with $225.
With such a staggering success
rate at this year’s Dance Marathon, it seems that next year’s
steering committee will have a lot
to live up to. In fact, applications
are already up for positions on
next year’s committee. Interested
students should check out http://
marathon.gatech.edu for an application.
Or just get out there and
dance—it could save a lot of lives.
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Photo by Ben Keyserling/ Student Publications

Dance Marathon organizers announce total donations of
$11,718.65 for Children’s Healthcare on Feb. 22, 2009.

!BARTENDING!
$300/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary.
Training Provided. Age 18+ OK.
Call 1-800-965-6520 X216.
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Entertainment
F.E.A.R. 2 caters to old fans

entertainment@nique.net
Entertainment Editor:
Daniel Spiller
Assistant Entertainment Editor:
Jennifer Aldoretta

Wii Fit
CONSOLES: Wii
GENRE: Sports, Fitness
DEVELOPER: Nintendo
RATING: E (Everyone)
RELEASED: May 28, 2008

OUR TAKE: ««««« «
By Jennifer Aldoretta
Assistant Entertainment Editor

VIDEO GAMES

F.E.A.R. 2: Project Origin
CONSOLES: Xbox 360, PS3
and PC
GENRE: First-Person Shooter
DEVELOPER: Monolith
Productions
RATING: M (Mature)
RELEASED: Feb. 10, 2009

OUR TAKE: «««««
By Zheng Zheng
Contributing Writer

Imagine yourself, if you dare,
engulfed in smoke and darkness,
surrounded by the apocalyptic
debris of a ruined city and the
aftermath of the detonation. The
blood, the flesh and the horror
pave the very road beneath your
feet. The sky itself is painted red
by death and conflagration.
The weak, gentle sound of a
little girl and her musical box
suddenly invades your mind
(and your mind only), becoming
the only audible sound. You are
completely alone, hurt, afraid—
trapped inside a maze crafted by
the little angel of death. Perhaps it
is the calling for blood and gore.
Perhaps it is the hunger of revenge. Perhaps it is the anthem of
death and fear.
When F.E.A.R. (First Encounter Assault Recon) was first introduced by Monolith Production all
the way back in 2005, it set itself
apart from the numerous other
first-person shooter games by introducing a horror element so well
incorporated into the game’s environment.

The psychological effect this
had on the players changed the
playing style of F.E.A.R. from
the usual “Rambo” strategy of
FPS games (running in and letting bullets fly) to a more careful
and strategized execution of commands.
The interactive environment,
the devious AI (winner of Gamespot’s 2005 “Best AI award”) and
the intriguing plot all left the
players craving more even after
the story had ended. And now, as
of Feb. 10, 2009, there is officially more F.E.A.R. to fill the fans’
needs.
Monolith Production’s latest
release, F.E.A.R. 2: Project Origin,
picks up the story exactly where
the original left off, when the
psychically gifted child/monster
Alma escapes from the Project
Origin facilities that imprisoned
her, angry and seeking revenge.
Instead of controlling the Point
Man like in the first game, players
in the sequel control the actions
of Michael Beckett, a Delta Force
operator seeking to destroy Alma
before further destruction is done.
The change in the main character is barely noticeable as the new
protagonist also seems to possess
the very same psychic ability to
slow down time just like Point
Man, making slow-motion mode
(one of the most defining features
of the original) again an integral
part of the franchise.
The most important feature of
any FPS game is, of course, the
weapons. F.E.A.R. 2 offers all the
basics arms of defense such as pistol, shotgun, assault rifle, flamethrowers, sniper rifles and rocket
launchers. The fictional and more
powerful methods of destruction

such as particle and laser weapons
are also available for use.
The power of all the weapons
go through a degree of upscaling, giving the atmosphere of the
game more gory and bloody effects. The defining weapon for the
series, however, would have to be
the Armacham HV Hammerhead
(a.k.a. the Nail Gun). With it, a
player can nail another to the wall
while watching the projectiles rip
the victim’s guts out.
The game’s visual display of the
environments is, without a question, superb. While its stunning
graphics show off the Xbox 360’s
display capability quite nicely, a
high-end computer with the PC
version of the game will outperform the console. This contributes
greatly to the horror aspect of the
game, indulging the audience in
the beautifully gory levels while
keeping the players in the grip
of suspense through the lighting
techniques.
The perfect combination of the
music, and sometimes the lack
thereof, coupled with the visuals
helps drench the players in the
game’s atmosphere. Furthermore,
a new feature in the sequel allows
the players to take cover with objects in the character’s surroundings (e.g. push down a hospital
bed to take cover), fully taking
advantage of the already impressive environment.
On the down side, the singleplayer mode of F.E.A.R. 2 is very
short. The game is beatable within
eight hours on hard mode. Another problem is that the single-player
game only offers three difficulty
levels: easy, medium and hard.
See F.E.A.R., page 19
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Wii Fit combines fitness,
fun in gaming experience
VIDEO GAMES

Image courtesy of Monolith Productions
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The Wii console is no doubt
one of the most revolutionary
of our lifetime and has set new
standards in the gaming industry.
Nearly a year after its release,
Nintendo’s Wii Fit is still going
strong as one of Nintendo’s topselling games for the Wii console, with more than four million copies of the game sold in
the U.S. since its release in May
2008.
So what is the big draw of the
Wii Fit? Why are we all suddenly
willing to be more active? The
answer is simple. Our friends
at Nintendo have realized that
people are becoming less and less
active and more drawn to sedentary lifestyles that include things
like video games.
So why not make a video
game that also promotes a
healthier, more active life?
For those of you who have
still not been able to get your
hands on the game due to high
demand, or for those who just
don’t want to shell out the cash,
I am here to highly recommend
your purchase of a Wii Fit.

Especially for Tech students,
video games seem to consume a
majority of our time. Since we
attend a college that specializes
in technology education, this
comes as no surprise.
Even though the Wii Fit
doesn’t have the most advanced
graphics (and it may not be the
latest and greatest RPG), it still
has a lot to offer today’s gamer.
It has the ability to suck you in
with its five-minute hula-hooping aerobics exercises and will
still make your muscles sore the
next day.
When first beginning the Wii
Fit regime, the included Balance
Board performs a “Body Test”
that includes a body mass index
(BMI) and a balance test. Your
BMI is based on your height and
weight and will help you decide
on personal fitness goals, while
the balance test allows the Fit
to calculate your “Wii Fit Age.”
Unfortunately, this means that
clumsy people, such as myself,
will end up with higher ages
even if in good physical health.
The Wii Fit Balance Board is
possibly the most important part
of the game. It acts as a scale
when performing your Body
Test. It is also able to sense your
center of balance, which makes
you more aware of your posture
as you try to improve.
The Fit then helps you to
track your progress and logs all
of your Wii Fit activities including Yoga, Strength Training,
Aerobics and Balance Games.
The more exercises you do, the
more new activities you are able
to unlock. Likewise, as you perform more Strength Training
See Fit, page 18

Photo Illustration by Cillian Liu and
Vivian Fan

Hahnming is working hard as he does
the classic Tree stance
while practicing Yoga
with his Wii Fit. Exercises include Aerobics,
Yoga, Strength Training
and Balance Games.
Exercising everyday
will keep you looking
fit like Hahnming!
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CRC Hiring Expo

Whitest Kids begins new
season of witty show
TELEVISION

The Whitest Kids U’ Know
NETWORK: IFC
WHEN: Tuesdays, 10 p.m.
STARRING: Trevor Moore,
Zach Cregger, Sam Brown,
Darren Trumeter and Timmy
Williams

OUR TAKE: «««««
By Kevin Shain
Contributing Writer

Wednesday, March 25

Must attend one 45-minute mandatory
information session to be considered.

1:00 pm, 4:00 pm, & 8:00 pm

Thursday, March 26

Applications and resumes will be
accepted at this time.

11:00 am, 3:00 pm, & 7:00 pm

Visit crc.gatech.edu for more details.

A ONE - DAY COURSE IN ATLANTA

PRESENTING DATA AND INFORMATION
given entirely by EDWARD TUFTE, author of four wonderful books
on analytical design. Everyone taking the course receives all four books,
including Tufte’s latest book, !"#$%&'$()*+&,"-.".
EDWARD R. TUFTE

Edward R. Tufte

VISUAL EXPLANATIONS

Envisioning Information
E DWA R D T U F T E
SECOND EDITION

B E AU T I F U L E V I D E N C E

The Visual Display
of Quantitative Information

IMAGES AND QUANTITIES, EVIDENCE AND NARRATIVE

 . 

TOPICS COVERED IN EDWARD TUFTE’S ONE-DAY COURSE
· fundamental strategies of information design
· evaluating evidence used in presentations

· use of PowerPoint, video, overheads, handouts
· multimedia, website design

· statistical data: tables, graphics, semi-graphics
· complexity and clarity
· business, scientific, legal, financial presentations · animation and scientific visualizations
· effective presentations: on paper and in person · credibility of presentations
THE ONE-DAY COURSE WILL BE OFFERED ON TWO SEPARATE DATES.
THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2009
Hyatt Regency Atlanta

FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2009
Hyatt Regency Atlanta

Special course rates for full-time students.
For information about Edward Tufte’s course, ‘Presenting Data and Information,’
or about the books, call 800 822 - 2454 or visit www.tufte.com
Graphics Press LLC Post Office Box 430 Cheshire, Connecticut 06410

Write us a letter.
letters@nique.net

Have you ever wondered what
would happen if you ran into an
old friend while carrying a gallon
of PCP, or if a completely inept
flight commander of the space
shuttle came to work on launch
day with a big bag full of candy
and potatoes?
Fortunately, The Whitest Kids
U’ Know, a stellar comedy troupe
from New York City, have wondered this, and the results are
incredible. Rife with completely
off-the-wall and random sketches,
The Whitest Kids hilariously and
dangerously experiment with anything and everything in the completely uncensored environment
of the IFC channel.
With a penchant for turning
ordinary circumstances into the
extraordinary (and vice versa), the
Monty Pythonesque The Whitest
Kids U’ Know continues to redefine sketch comedy in its third
season.
With only five recurring cast
members (Trevor Moore, Zach
Cregger, Sam Brown, Darren
Trumeter and Timmy Williams),
The Whitest Kids have few members to work with, oftentimes requiring one or more of them to
dress up in drag to complete the
sketch. Awkward?
Yes, but also incredible. The
transformation really highlights
each member’s ability to deliver
quality lines in any setting. The
acting is surprisingly terrific in
that each cast member can, with
a straight face, act out the most
bizarre circumstances.
The surreal, stream-of-consciousness format of the show

Fit

from page 17

activities, you unlock more repetitions for each exercise, thus enabling you to continue challenging your body as you work toward
your fitness goals.
While working on the Yoga
or Strength Training, you are accompanied by one of Wii’s very
own personal trainers, who will
encourage and motivate you as he
or she shows you the proper way
to do each exercise. The Balance
Board challenges you to keep your
body properly positioned and to
keep your weight properly distributed as you exercise.
The Yoga exercises are all classic stances that include poses like
deep breathing, sun salutation,
half moon and warrior. The Fit’s
Strength Training includes lunges, push-ups, side planks, jackknives and torso twists.
Wii Fit’s Aerobics is one of the
most enjoyable parts of the game.
They feel much more like games
than exercises. One of the many
exercises is hula hooping. Challenge yourself to keep hula hoop-

allows for several sketches per
episode with little to no repeating
characters, stories or events. Common themes are present throughout including overprotective and
domineering fathers, anachronistic historical events, insubordinate and stupid children and
dinosaurs.
What makes The Whitest Kids
so darn funny is that there is rarely a punch line, and if one exists, it
is merely for closure and not solely
for comedic effect. The acting is
so befitting to each skit that the
gestures, body language and emphasis on individual words in the
dialogue alone are enough to elicit
laughter.
Trevor is a master of physical
comedy and song, Zach is convincingly childish, Sam has the
best expressions of excitement and
aggravation, Darren is uncomfortably appropriate in drag and
Timmy is hilariously awkward.
Together, the five of them play
up their individual strengths, using each other to create some of
the funniest sketches in recent
memory.
Complementing their skits are
music videos featured once every
few shows. To those unfamiliar
with the show itself, The Whitest
Kids’ music videos are frequently
featured on websites that compile
internet humor. Popular songs include “Dinosaur Rap” and the hilarious “Get a New Daddy.”
Unfortunately, their show
hasn’t gone unnoticed by exploitive companies who have actually
stolen their content. Remember
Budweiser’s 2007 Super Bowl ad
where fist-bumping is replaced by
slapping each other in the face?
Yeah, that was a Whitest Kids
sketch back in 2005.
Already recognized as the stars
of the show, Trevor and his friend
Zach have branched out to pursue more mainstream comedy,
including their anticipated March
release of Miss March.
With three seasons of a popular and very funny sketch comedy
show along with a new movie already under their belt, The Whitest
Kids U’ Know undoubtedly has a
very bright future ahead of them.
ing as your Mii friends throw
more hoops around your waist.
Not only will you feel completely
ridiculous while you violently
swing your hips in desperation,
but you might even break a sweat!
The Aerobics includes other
activities such as running in place
(while on screen your Mii will be
running along a path with other
Miis) and step aerobics.
The Balance Games category is
very typical of other Wii games.
Your Mii can perform activities
such as skiing down powdery
slopes, soccer headers (which
includes having to dodge cleats
thrown at your Mii’s face) and
tightrope walking.
At $90, Wii Fit may seem a bit
pricey, but the immense amount
of fun that you will have is definitely worth the cash.
So next time you have an hour
or two to kill between class or
studying, think twice about which
video game you’d like to play, especially since you might just find
that you’re enjoying yourself (and
making yourself sore) far more
than you were expecting.
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Vietnamese Students
Association
Presents…..
Lá Lành !ùm Là Rách Charity Dinner
March 7, 2009 at 6PM
Happy Valley Restaurant
5495 Jimmy Carter Blvd.
Norcross, GA 30071

Tickets: $30

F.E.A.R.

from page 17
There are absolutely no bonus materials or unlockables to be earned
after completing the game on each
level.
When the game is finished, it
is done. Considering F.E.A.R. 2
puts up a heavy price tag of $60,
one would expect more out of it
than what the game actually offers.
On the plus side, there is the
multiplayer mode, which is quite
enjoyable although very standard
compared to other FPS multiplayer games. There is a Blitz mode
which is a twist on the must-have
Capture the Flag.
The Failsafe mode will be familiar to those who play the PC
classic Counter Strike, as it requires one team to plant a bomb
in one of two territories while the
other team stops them.
The Conquest mode, called
Armoured Front, allows each
team to have one mech unit to
aid the team in each battle. And
of course, there’s the standard
Deathmatch mode necessary in

all FPS multiplayer games.
More multiplayer modes will
be released later through updates
by Monolith, though the current
ones will be more than enough to
keep the players busy. F.E.A.R. 2’s
multiplayer, however, is not without flaws.
It lacks the attractions of the
game’s single-player campaign.
The fast pace of multiplayer battles has no sense of horror or suspense and also lacks the ability for
players to make cover from the
surroundings.
The leveling and ranking system is purely for bragging rights
and makes no contribution to the
combat itself. However, multiplayer does allow for customization, as each character is given a
certain number of points to be
spent on armor and weapons.
In the end, whether F.E.A.R. 2
is worth its price tag is purely up
to the players themselves. While
both old and new F.E.A.R. players might want to pick this one
up for sure, the sequel offers very
little to audiences who didn’t love
the original.

Martin impresses with
his Important Things
TELEVISION

Important Things with
Demetri Martin
NETWORK: Comedy Central
WHEN: Wednesdays, 10:30
p.m.
STARRING: Demetri Martin

OUR TAKE: «««««
By Kevin Shain
Contributing Writer

No doubt you’ve heard of
Demetri Martin by now. He’s the
boyish comedian with the incredible talent of being able to make
any abstract concept gut-bustingly hilarious when illustrated on
his now-mythical large sketch pad
or sung with his acoustic guitar.
It’s about time Martin got the attention he deserves with his own
weekly timeslot for his new show
aptly titled, Important Things with
Demetri Martin.
As a whole, sketch comedy
has been going through a pretty
rough patch over the past decade
with the falling out of Saturday
Night Live and the extremely mediocre Mad TV. One can only
guess at the reasons behind the
lack of solid writing talent (I’ll see
you in hell, reality TV), but out
of the ashes came Jon Stewart’s
ever-important The Daily Show
to bring the necessary elements
of sketch comedy back into the

mainstream.
Disguised as a news program,
the pseudo sketch-comedy The
Daily Show has yet to cease production of incredible comedic talent, with Demetri Martin being
only the latest in a cast of comedians who got their big break on
the show.
Stand-up comedians aren’t
necessarily known for their nonstand up work. Have you ever seen
Jim Gaffigan or Brian Regan star
in a TV show or movie that didn’t
completely suck?
The answer, of course, is no,
which is why it comes as such a
surprise that Demetri Martin is
able to be completely proficient at
comedy in any medium. Sketch
comedy, singing, dancing, acting—Martin is basically the Voltron of comedy. Fortunately, Important Things is there to highlight
each and every one of Martin’s
comedic talents.
To describe Martin’s humor
would undoubtedly call for a “you
just need to see it” afterwards, so I
won’t delve too deeply into what is
funny about the show, but rather
how it is funny. Important Things
features one “important thing” to
start the show (such as timing or
power), which is followed by varying skits that point out just how
important the concept is.
The show is completely unapologetic for its shortcomings,
See Martin, page 20

This year, Georgia Tech’s Vietnamese Student Association (VSA) is hosting its annual
charity dinner show, “La Lanh Dum La Rach.” The theme this year is “Xay Dung Tuong
Lai,” which focuses on developing our Vietnamese youth to become strong leaders,
who will make a positive impact in their communities and build a solid foundation for
the next generation. There will be an 8‐course dinner, an art auction, modern and
traditional dance, raffle prizes, performances by local student performers, and much
more!
Proceeds from the charity dinner will benefit the uNAVSA 6 Leadership Conference,
which will be hosted in Atlanta, GA this summer by the UVSA schools of Georgia. The
uNAVSA Conference (www.unavsa.org) will unite leaders from Vietnamese Student
Associations from all over North America. We will also be donating to the Social
Assistance program for Vietnam (SAP‐VN) to help donate orthopedic surgeries to
physically impaired patients in Vietnam.

For additional information, contact
Phong Truong, VSA President
phongt12@gatech.edu

OFF CAMPUS HOUSING:
Perfect for four! 4BR/ 3 full bath, W/D, private
parking. Large rooms and very nice! $1750 per
month. Available May or August 2009. 2 miles
from GT. Near Howell Mill Kroger. Located on
Verner ST NW. Safe neighborhood!
Call 6782969685 or email
GThousing@yahoo.com Also available in August 
3BR/ 2 full bath home for $1450 per month

nique.net
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Great job! Tim and Eric still strong

Image courtesy of Comedy Central

Image courtesy of Cartoon Network

TELEVISION

Tim and Eric Awesome
Show, Great Job!
NETWORK: Cartoon Network
WHEN: Sundays, 12:30 a.m.
STARRING: Tim Heidecker
and Eric Wareheim

OUR TAKE: ««««« «
By Daniel Spiller
Entertainment Editor

It probably should be required
by law to immediately inform
readers of a Tim and Eric Awesome
Show, Great Job! review that it is
definitely not a show everyone will
enjoy. To say the show is “bizarre”
is a profound understatement, but
that designation will have to suffice. At once insanely juvenile and
borderline genius, Tim and Eric is
something that needs to be witnessed to be fully appreciated (or
despised).
So what is Tim and Eric? Well,
it’s a lot of things. The weekly
12-minute Adult Swim program

is fundamentally a sketch comedy that deals with fake products,
shows, commercials and songs
with a loose storyline that may or
may not be related to the aforementioned things. The show is
hosted by the fearless and shameless Tim Heidecker and Eric
Wareheim, who are responsible
for the previous Adult Swim cultfavorite Tom Goes to the Mayor.
Unlike Tom Goes to the Mayor,
Tim and Eric is predominantly
live action, though there is plenty
of frantic editing that will make
you question what exactly live action is. While Tim and Eric play
many of the show’s unique and recurring characters, there are fantastic (and sometimes surprising)
guest stars like John C. Reilly,
Zach Galifianakis, Rainn Wilson,
Will Forte and Bill Hader.
So far, three episodes of season four have premiered, and all
have been excellent entries in the
show’s oddball canon. The first
episode, “Snow,” plays out like
an overly cheesy sitcom from the
1980s. In the second episode,
“Balls,” Eric informs Tim about

how his recently implanted third
testicle is helping to raise his “pizzazz” levels. “Universe” finds Tim
and Eric discussing the wonders
and vastness of the universe.
But the story doesn’t matter because what is happening onscreen
can barely be comprehended if it
is evaluated as a plot with a beginning, middle and end. Tim and
Eric is more of a 12-minute blitz
on your eyes and ears. Visuals will
be manipulated to be deliberately
over the top, and sounds will be
augmented at random times for
random reasons.
Yet it is not as threatening as
it sounds, and actually works extremely well. It makes for something refreshingly different, and
it is surprisingly amiable and approachable given how ridiculous it
tries to be.
As I stated before, this show
just isn’t going to pan out for everyone. There are plenty of reasons
to dislike the show, and those are
the exact same reasons I love it.
I would highly recommend it to
anyone who is looking for something very different.

Martin

from page 19

opting for the completely refreshing change of pace as offered by
a sketch comedy show that’s 30
minutes long: no sketch ever lasts
more than a couple minutes.
Much like the weather in Georgia, if you don’t like a particular
skit, just wait a minute and it will
change. Martin’s rapid-fire skits
are rarely hit-or-miss, as I cannot
remember a single skit from the
first couple of episodes that didn’t
warrant at least a chuckle.
To top things off, Martin has
(so far) ended each episode with a
musical act on his guitar that features some of the finest displays

of multitasking. What better
way to finish off a program than
a literal one-man-band playing
harmonica, guitar, keyboard and
bells while using a sketch pad all
at the same time? Most importantly, Important Things always
falls right after South Park and is
immediately followed by a double
dose of the likes of Jon Stewart
and Stephen Colbert, providing
for the funniest two hours of the
week every Wednesday.
If you occasionally find “fun”
and “laughing” enjoyable, you
might want to check out Important Things with Demetri Martin,
which shows every Wednesday at
10:30 p.m. on Comedy Central.
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By Robert Zimmerman
United Features Syndicate
ACROSS
1. Movie critic Roger
6. Shady ones
10. Aggressive deity
14. Make do with less
19. Lofty nest
20. Joint trouble
21. Ness, for one
22. 1992 presidential hopeful
23. Kitchen appliance
24. Writer Vidal
25. River in Spain
26. Sahara stopovers
27. Lose it, so to speak
31. Clunk
32. Tennis return
33. Some Founding Fathers
wore them
37. Magic
40. Yr. divisions
42. Good-looker
46. Suffix denoting a belief
47. Tempe campus
DOWN
1. O.K. Corral gunslinger
2. Her sweetheart
3. Ocean fliers
4. You bet, in Soho
5. Jaws and saws have them
6. Incited
7. Air-show maneuver
8. “The Last Supper,” e.g.
9. Office temp, at times
10. Guiness or Baldwin
11. Lynda Bird 12. Grayish yellow
13. Olympic field event
14. Animal’s trail
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THEME CROSSWORD: WORKOUT
48. Include everything?
51. Authoritative statements
53. Halo
55. Popeye’s Olive
56. Russian fighter
57. Turn out the lights, e.g.
58. Mt. Everest locale
59. Steam
61. Thought it over for a while
63. Design movement of the
1920s and 1930s
65. On a grand scale
67. Ever, to Wordsworth
68. - Bounty
69. Notorious Judean king
70. Plant again
72. Variety show
75. Actress Charlotte
77. “Citizen Kane” studio
79. Depend on
80. Uninvited guest?
83. Take turns
87. Tarnish, as a reputation
89. Drug-culture figure
90. Disturbances
91. Concealed
93. Casualty-list heading

94. Unhealthy
95. Gather big quantities
96. Talk, on and on
99. Gretzky’s milieu
100. Letter abbr.
101. Vocation
102. Son of Noah
103. TV’s Jones
104. Wildly
107. The Confederacy, for
short
110. Ready to pick
112. Work at it, to the max
120. Construction-job summary
123. Rob Reiner’s alma mater
124. Inter 125. Courtyards
126. Mete out
127. Action star Jackie
128. Vikki of song
129. Columnist’s fodder, at
times
130. Noble, in a way
131. Skull Island’s ape
132. Nautical mile
133. Free-for-all

15. Charlize’s “Sweet November” co-star
16. April addressee
17. Pal of Larry and Curly
18. They’re smaller than qts.
28. Soil enricher
29. “- - to differ”
30. - Aviv
34. Get clean
35. Admiration
36. Bleachers
37. Food from on high
38. Willow
39. Derail
41. Porch in Athens

43. Sweet potato
44. Gulf bigwig
45. Bach standby
48. Desk-drawer item
49. High-strung
50. Impatient bride,
perhaps
51. A tribe of Israel
52. A Gershwin
54. Summoned
57. More desperate
59. Russian export
60. Gets up
62. Name of many hospitals
64. Tight-shoe consequence

66. Portico prop
71. Poet Elinor
73. Heroism
74. Pusher’s customer
75. San -, Calif.
76. Grads
78. Significant 81. Novelist Jong
82. Actress Winona
84. Goddess of dawn
85. Union Pacific, et al.
86. “- Kleine Nachtmusik”

The ANAK Society
would like to sincerely thank

Dr. Gary Schuster
for his dedication and service to
Georgia Tech as Interim President
since July 2008.
We appreciate all you have done to
keep Tech strong and moving
forward during this time of
transition.

88. Beat violently
92. 34th pres.
94. First lady with 92 Down
96. Misfortune
97. Shamu, for one
98. Woman flyer, author of
“The Fun of It”
101. Baseball’s Ripken
103. Small sofa
105. Center of Florida?
106. Stale smelling
108. Loose, as a rope

109. Poe’s middle name
111. One of Bible’s 150
113. Cuatro y cuatro
114. - Bator
115. Sharp taste
116. Amateur
117. Spoken
118. Long-snouted fish
119. Editor’s request, perhaps
120. Gal of song
121. Palestinian org.
122. Will Ferrell movie
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PILED HIGHER & DEEPER BY JORGE CHAM

CROSSWORD SOLUTION FROM PAGE 21

COMICS

NON SEQUITUR BY WILEY

COMICS

NON SEQUITUR BY WILEY

DILBERT ® BY SCOTT ADAMS
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SPORTS
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Baseball
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in high school a lot, so it won’t be
my first time being on the mound
in tight situations,” Nichols said.
In the ninth, freshman closer
Mark Pope made his first appearance in a Tech uniform, throwing
a perfect frame of his own to complete the 9-0 victory.
Saturday’s game saw the Jackets’ offense put up even bigger
numbers while cruising to a second victory. Lipscomb drew first
blood on an Allen Bolden home
run in the top of the first, but
Tech tied the game in the bottom
of the second on freshman third
baseman Matt Skole’s first home
run. One inning later, the Jackets took a large lead as two walks,
two hit batsmen and two errors
helped them put together a sixrun inning and force Lipscomb
starter Brandon McClurg out of
the game. The offense continued
to roll, adding five more runs over
the next two innings, and the
Jackets coasted to a 13-3 victory.
Skole and Rowland had three
hits apiece to power the offense,
and senior right fielder Luke Murton added two hits and two RBI.
Junior second baseman Patrick
Long went 1-1 with three walks,
and through two games he was
2-2 with two doubles and seven
walks for a perfect on-base percentage of 1.000. Also of note was
that backup catcher Cole Leonida
started the game; the usual catcher, senior Jason Haniger, started
on Friday but sat the rest of the
weekend in order to rest a minor
injury.
As for pitching, Tech junior
starter Zach Von Tersch struggled
a bit, allowing three runs on six
hits and a walk in five innings, but
he did strike out five. After he left,
four relievers threw a scoreless inning each—right-hander Jacob
Esch and left-handers Jed Bradley,
Zach Brewster and Jake Davies,
all of whom are freshmen except
the sophomore Brewster.
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Derek Dietrich slides into second base during Friday’s season opener against Lipscomb at Russ
Chandler Stadium. Dietrich hit a grand slam to help push the Jackets past the Bisons for a 9-0 win.
“I wanted to get some of those
young guys in a situation where
there wasn’t a lot of pressure on
them,” Head Coach Danny Hall
said.
In Sunday’s contest, Hall did
not have the luxury of a pressurefree environment, as the Bisons
kept the game close the entire way.
Sophomore starter Brandon
Cumpton was shaky early on; after striking out the first two batters on six pitches, he loaded the
bases in the first inning before escaping the jam, and he allowed a
run in the second.
Tech
responded
quickly,
though. Skole led off the bottom
of the second with a double, and
Nichols singled him in to tie the
game. After a pair of outs, consecutive walks by Rowland, Long
and Dietrich that brought in a
second run, and a single by Mur-

ton immediately afterward, Tech
had a 3-1 lead.
Cumpton allowed just one run
over the next four innings. Junior
Andrew Robinson pitched a scoreless seventh, and sophomore Kevin
Jacob got the first two outs in the
eighth before Pope came in to finish off the inning. Pope came out
for the ninth and looked strong,
but with two outs and a man on
second, Long—who had moved
to third base after Hall pinch-ran
for Skole—made a stop, but his
throw sailed wide of junior first
baseman Tony Plagman and allowed the tying run to score. With
the game tied in the bottom of the
ninth, Murton singled to lead off,
and freshman Evan Martin pinchran for him. A groundout and an
aggressive hit-and-run call moved
Martin to third, but it would not
matter; the next batter was Nich-

ols, who launched a Kyle Tognazzini pitch over the right field fence
to give Tech a 5-3 victory.
The team was jubilant after the
game, but they were also careful
not to get too excited. “I think
this is just a small portion of a
great season ahead…. It’s a lot of
fun celebrating now, but I’ve got
to put it behind me and get ready
for Georgia Southern,” Nichols
said.
In the series at Georgia Southern, Tech midweek starters Robinson and Jacob faced two of the
Eagles’ best, Matt Murray and
Jake Brown. “I fully expected
them to throw good pitchers at
us... I think they set their schedule
so they could do that,” Hall said
of the Eagles’ plan to line up their
better pitchers for the series.
Robinson made the first start
of his Tech career two days after

pitching an inning in relief. The
junior will likely see time in both
roles this year, and his first start
was solid, though not spectacular.
In six innings pitched, Robinson
allowed four runs on seven hits
and two walks, but he struck out
seven hitters and kept Tech in the
game. With the score tied 4-4 after six innings, Dietrich drove in
a run to give Tech the lead, but
Nichols gave up a two-run single to Eagles third baseman A.J.
Wirnsberger in the bottom half.
The Jackets could not muster any
offense against closer Dexter Bobo
in the final two innings, so Georgia Southern took Tuesday’s game
6-5 to hand Tech its first loss of
the season.
Wednesday’s game saw Jacob,
another first-time starter, take the
mound for Tech. The pitcher received plenty of early run support,
as Haniger drove in two runs on a
first-inning single and Skole hit a
two-run homer in the third. Jacob
actually allowed a run in the bottom half of each of those innings,
but he was able to end the threat
quickly both times. In the first, he
allowed Eagles leadoff man Matt
Miller to work his way around for
a run off of two singles and a sacrifice fly, but he got a quick fly-ball
out afterwards and Rowland recorded an outfield assist to end the
inning. In the third, he allowed a
one-out RBI single before striking
out two batters in a row.
Jacob left in the seventh inning after a solid performance;
in 6.2 innings, he gave up three
runs (two earned) on nine hits and
struck out four. Brewster came in
to get the final out in that inning,
and Pope closed out the game with
two shutout innings, earning the
save and preserving the 5-3 victory.
At 4-1, Tech will return home
for a three-game set against Rutgers this weekend, and the ACC
schedule will begin one week from
Friday when Maryland comes to
Russ Chandler Stadium.

M Street Apartment Homes
> Save Money! Student Deals!
950 Marietta St.
Atlanta, GA
30318

> Walk to Georgia Tech!!
> 2 and 3 Bedroom
Roommate Floorplans
> On-site Coffee Shop,
Salon, and Cleaners
> Wi-Fi
> Electronic Payments
> Fitness Center
> Skyline Views
> Washer/Dryer Connections
toll free

866 924 7103
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There should never be class on Friday
To the people that complain about other people’s sex lives, don’t
hate because you can’t get laid.
LOL! Until you say something to me in person, I’m having sex as
loud as I want, k thx.
I was totally expecting a satirical comic showing 8 mile detours
to get from arch to the student center
always the friend never the girlfriend...
Cuddle buddies? Anybody?
Last week’s Dilbert wasn’t funny, it was true.
can you not see that i am interested in you or are you blind?
to the boys who continuously complain about us girls and how
we dress: uuuum arent you the ones who cant live without sexual
contact of some kind?
so maybe you should STOP complaining about what we look like
and start focusing on the fact that WE HAVE VAGINAS. and
that is apparently something you want.
“dude it’s not called saving, it’s just not spending” - nd
To the Swarm at women’s basketball games: I appreciate your
enthusiasm.
I hate every girl dresses the same and thinks they have great style.
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Men’s tennis splits two matches
By John Anderson
Contributing Writer

Tech had a strong showing on
Friday afternoon, handing Georgia State a 7-0 loss at the Bill
Moore Tennis Center to improve
their record to 4-2 on the season.
The well-rested Jackets, who
had not played a team match
since Jan. 31, got off to a quick
start against the Panthers. Tech
was able to show off its strength at
doubles, taking all three matches
relatively easily.
The doubles team of sophomore Doug Kenney and freshman
Kevin King were the first to win
their match, ending it quickly
with a score of 8-2, and sophomores Guillermo Gomez and
Ryan Smith clinched the point
with an 8-4 victory over State’s

Nejc Podkrajsek and Martin
Shishkov. Sophomore Eliot Potvin rolled an ankle, but he and
sophomore Miguel Muguruza
were still able to pull out a win in
their doubles match against Panthers William Adeimy and Lucas
Thomaz with a score of 8-7.
The 15-minute break between
doubles and singles play was not
enough to cool off the Jackets as
they picked up right where they
left off. Muguruza was the first
to draw blood at the No. 3 singles
spot, winning easily over Henri
Mangin 6-1, 6-1. In his singles
match, Kenney controlled the
points off his serve and finished
next with a 6-2, 6-1 score, defeating Trenton Spikes.
Gomez improved his record
to 19-4, clinching the match for
the Jackets with a 6-2, 6-1 victory
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Austin Roebuck returns a ball at the Bill Moore Tennis Center. Roebuck and Muruguza won their doubles match against Auburn.

sliver

www.nique.net

taco bell: always cheap and open late
legen... wait for it... hope youre not lactose intolerant... DARY!!
want to date call me Kahled
smart religious people dont give away their PIN numbers and
debit cards to strangers
$400 is the going rate for stupidity
Courtney why did you break my heart?
Iiiiiiiiitttttttttssssss friiiiiiiiiidaaaaaaaaay. L.G.FUAD
Hey man, can I have you wallet? “sure” how about yoru debit
card? “sure” PIN number? “sure”... you people are friggin idiots
To the people who gave away their debit cards and PIN’s: you
deserve what you got.
Prof. Kilgore Sux!!! Accounting was lame before he sucked all the
fun outta it
“I get my news from the Onion”
I like how if you type ‘google’ into the browser bar, it runs a
google search on google.
Azns for life
and why do the facebook textfields not recognize ‘facebook’ as
a word?
tigers

over Nejc Podkrajsek in the No. 1
spot to give Tech the 4-0 lead to
win.
Tech did not drop a set the entire day as junior Austin Roebuck
finished last with a 6-3, 6-3 win
over Lucas Thomaz, giving the
Panthers their seventh straight
loss and a record of 0-7, while
handing the Jackets a 7-0 victory.
But the Jackets were unable to
keep up their winning streak, as
they fell to the No. 30 ranked Auburn Tigers in a tough match on
Sunday.
Tech, now 4-3 on the season, fell in an early hole losing
the doubles point. Down 0-1 in
doubles play, Muguruza and Roebuck evened it at one apiece, but
Gomez and Smith lost 9-7 in a
hard-fought match. Smith got the
Jackets on track again with a 6-4,
6-0 victory over Alex Petropoulos,
tying the match score at 1-1.
But Auburn struck back when
Alex Stamchev defeated Miljevic
6-1, 6-1 to regain the lead for
the Tigers. Tech was able to rally
back, tying the score at two apiece
when Potvin won 6-2, 6-2 over
Lukas Marsoun.
When Auburn took the lead
3-2, Tech needed a victory from
either Muguruza or Gomez to
keep the Jackets in the match, but
Muguruza was unable to capitalize off an early one-set lead, ultimately losing to Milan Krnjetin
4-6, 6-1, 6-2 to give Auburn the
4-2 lead and the match. Shortly
thereafter Gomez’s match was suspended early in the third set.
Gomez is now the highest
ranked male tennis player in Tech
history, advancing to the No. 7
spot. This season he holds a 19-4
singles record to lead the team and
already has three victories over
players ranked in the top 30. He
will have a chance to improve this
ranking with upcoming matches
against two top 50 players.
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Irina Falconi returns the ball during a game against Northwestern.
She beat No. 1 Maria Mosolova in her singles match, 6-3, 2-6, 6-4.

Tennis
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On Wednesday, the woen’s
team traveled to Clemson to face
the Tigers in the 31st meeting
between the two rival schools.
Clemson held a 23-7 advantage in
the series, but the Jackets had won
four of the last six meetings. Last
year, the Jackets won the regular
season match at home 6-1, but
then lost to the Tigers 4-2 in the
semifinals of the ACC Tournament.
The Tigers opened the day by
sweeping doubles and taking the
point to give them an early 1-0
lead over the Jackets. Two of the
doubles matches were in range of
a win, however, as both teams of
McDowell/Falconi and freshman
Lynn Blau/Krupina lost in an 8-6
decision. The doubles game play
for Tech will need some reworking as the team has been swept

several times in doubles since the
spring season began.
Ina Hadziselimovic pushed
Clemson’s team score to 2-0 to
open singles as she defeated Striplin 6-3, 6-1 in the third court position. On court four, Hickey got
the Jackets their first point of the
day as she defeated Keri Wong
6-3, 6-2. Clemson jumped back
up 3-1 as No. 15 Josipa Bek won
her match 6-2, 6-2 over No. 13
Falconi.
The Tigers won after Estefania
Balda defeated McDowell 7-5, 6-4
at the second position. Even with
the match lost, freshman Viet Ha
Ngo and Krupina won their individual matches soon after to make
the final game score 4-3.
The Jackets will see action
again on Sunday and continue
to face top-25 ranked teams as
they host No. 7 Baylor at the Bill
Moore Tennis Center.
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Jackets fall to conference rival No. 13 Clemson
By Christian Bockhop
Contributing Writer

The men’s basketball team
started off strong at Alexander
Memorial Coliseum, only to fall
in the second half to the No. 13
Clemson Tigers in Tech’s twelfth
loss to an ACC team this season.
The Jackets came out swinging in
the first half, enjoying a 15-point
lead just ten minutes into the
game. Unfortunately for Tech,
an All-Star performance by senior guard Lewis Clinch was not
enough to snap the Jackets’ now
six-game losing streak, leaving the
Jackets with a 10-15 record.
Both Tech and Clemson shot
50.9 percent from the field, sinking 27-for-53. This was a 10 percent improvement for Tech over
last Wednesday’s loss to Wake

1IPUPCZ+BSSFUU4LPW Student Publications

Paul Hewitt expresses frustration during a game at AMC.

Forest. The game ultimately became a three-point shooting
contest with Clemson going 12for-23 compared to the Jackets’
six-for-11.
The first half started with
freshman guard Imam Shumpert
assisting sophomore forward Gani
Lawal in sinking a jumper to put
Tech on the board. Lawal got the
rebound after Clemson center
Raymond Sykes missed from the
field. This set up Tech for a quick
succession of threes and jumpers by Clinch and junior forward
Zachery Peacock to make the
score 10-5, with the Jackets looking much more energized than
they have in the past few games.
Despite pressure from Clemson’s
defense, Lawal and senior forward
Alade Aminu were able to make
multiple layups.
After a layup by Aminu with
eight minutes left in the half and a
score of 29-15, Tech’s luck turned
for the worse.
“They came down and scored
on eight or nine straight possessions. [We] just didn’t have the
same energy level defensively,”
said Head Coach Paul Hewitt.
With 11 unanswered points by
the Tigers to tie the game at 29,
Aminu fired back with a massive
dunk and a layup to finish out
the half with the Jackets and Tigers tied again at 33. As the game
headed into halftime, there was a
notable downturn in the morale of
the Tech faithful.
At the start of the second half,
Clemson guard K.C. Rivers fired
off a three from the top of the arc
and 40 seconds later scored again

Write for us!
Tuesdays @ 7
Flag 137
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Why do certain people say “Let me AXE you something” Since
when does ASK=AXE?
You just have to flail around at times like these!
Two things: 1. Curtains and drapes are the same thing and
2.Carpet does match drapes, but there is a difference in sunlight
exposure for most people, so the hue may be different.
i love kt
To the ‘Nique guy who rants about slivers: NOT EVERYONE
CAN GET ON THE OPINIONS ARTICLE!!! EVEN WHEN
SGA NEEDS TO THINK MORE CRITICALLY ABOUT
THE THE FIXED FOR FOUR RESOLUTION THEY
PASSED!!!
When did it become acceptable to sleep for 20 hours a day for 4
days in a row?
To SGA: BAKA!
Life would be so much simpler if you just answered my questions
guess what. i still have feelings for you.
i wish you could see the potential.
the potential of you and me.
i can FEEL the development
it warms my heart
Nadia.....I hate your slivers.....
Chirag loves old women
RED RED RED RED BLUE....I hate Stinger Timings....
PJ let’s go to an Indian Restaurant...
The technique rocks!
Wasted Watts = Wasted Time, Go RHA!
dear person who gets to choose what slivers are published: i’m
coming for you(r job)...

after a turnover by Shumpert.
With those 5 points Clemson took
the lead and never gave it up. Despite the Tigers’ growing momentum, Clinch performed amazingly well, sinking four more threes.
“We made an emphasis in the
locker room really trying to make
contact with [Clinch]. He got
the separation he needed, and he
made shots,” Hewitt said.
The scene at Alexander Memorial Coliseum became dismal,
however, in the last few minutes of
the game. With 1:51 left, Clemson
forward Trevor Booker dunked
the ball, giving the Tigers a 7565 lead and ending all realistic
hopes of Tech making a comeback. With Jackets fans leaving in
droves, the cheers of some 1,500
Clemson fans reverberated around
the stands.
Ultimately, the game came
down to the inability of Tech’s
players to convert around the basket.
“I think that’s where the lead
went. We had some easy opportunities. That happens. You can’t
just put your head down. You have
to come back and get stops. That’s
where we’re disappointed as a staff
and as a team. We didn’t get those
stops after those opportunities,”
Hewitt said.
With the 10-15 record, the rest
of the season looks bleak for the
Yellow Jackets.
“We’re not going to quit,”
Clinch said. “We’re going to keep
battling, keep motivated in a
tough situation like this. Collectively, we’re still together and still
a team.”
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Lewis Clinch presses a fast-break chance during Sunday’s game
against Clemson. Clinch had a career-high 27 points in the loss.
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Women’s swim and
dive competes at the
ACC Championships
The women’s swimming and diving team
tied for ninth place at last weekend’s ACC
Championships at the University of Maryland. The swimmers were strong all weekend, ultimately breaking a combined total of
ten school records. Among the record-setters
were junior Ryann Kopacka in the 200-meter backstroke, freshman Brittany Gobat in
the 200-meter breaststroke and the 400-meter freestyle relay team. Junior Hannah
Krimm (who placed 21st overall) and freshman David Springfels (13th overall) led the
divers to a strong finish as well.

Softball goes 3-3,
Haller sets record
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Jackets win four against Lipscomb and Ga. Southern
By Nishant Prasadh
Assistant Sports Editor

It’s been a banner opening weekend for
the baseball team’s 2009 season. Sophomore Thomas Nichols capped it off with
a walk-off home run in the bottom of the
ninth on Sunday, while the Jackets swept
a three-game set against Lipscomb and
split a midweek series against Georgia
Southern.
Against Lipscomb, Tech rolled to a pair
of easy victories in the first two games,
winning 9-0 on Friday and 13-3 on Saturday, before having to fend off the visiting Bisons in Sunday’s 5-3 contest. The
Jackets stumbled in the first game against
Georgia Southern, falling 6-5 on Tuesday,
but they recovered the next day to pull out

a 5-3 victory.
If opening day was any indication for
the Jackets, the team is more than capable
of living up to its No. 12 preseason national ranking.
Friday’s game saw a pitcher’s duel
for four innings, but in the fifth inning
Tech’s offense came to life. After junior
first baseman Tony Plagman reached base
on an error and eventually scored on a
well-placed squeeze bunt by senior left
fielder Chris House, sophomore center
fielder and leadoff man Jeff Rowland hit
his first home run of the year to give Tech
a 3-0 lead. Tech added two more runs in
the sixth, and sophomore shortstop Derek
Dietrich hit a grand slam in the seventh.
Nine runs were more than enough for
Tech sophomore pitcher Deck McGuire,

who looked sharp despite never having
made a weekend start before. The righthanded sophomore shut down the Lipscomb lineup for seven innings, striking
out a career-high 13 hitters in that span
and surrendering only three hits and one
walk. He was forced to leave after throwing 101 pitches, but his performance still
earned him ACC Pitcher of the Week.
Nichols took over for McGuire in the
eighth; late-inning relief is one of many
roles the versatile Nichols will see this
season, and he performed well, throwing
a perfect inning and recording a strikeout.
“You get the best of both worlds, coming in and pitching [too]. Hopefully I can
do well for us down the stretch…I pitched

See Baseball, page 24

Tech’s softball team traveled to California
for the Cathedral City Classic last weekend,
going 2-3 in the three-day event with wins
over Loyola Marymount and Oregon State.
The team then returned home and shut out
Kennesaw State 8-0 on Wednesday behind
a combined one-hitter by freshman Jessica
Coan and sophomore Kristen Adkins. In the
victory, senior first baseman Whitney Haller
had three RBI to set a Tech and ACC record
with a total of 195 RBI for her career.

Women’s Basketball
splits ACC games
The women’s basketball team could not
recover from a large deficit against No.
9 Maryland last Thursday, making a late
run but falling to the Terrapins 87-79. The
Jackets were forced to abandon their press
defense early and could not recover. Tech
rebounded on Sunday though, going on
the road to beat Clemson 89-54. Foster and
sophomore forward Iasia Hemingway each
had double-doubles, and Tech was in control
on both ends, shooting 59 percent and holding Clemson to just 15 first-half points.

Women’s Tennis falls to two top-fifteen teams
By Steven Cappetta
Staff Writer

The No. 4 Tech women’s tennis team
faced stiff competition this week as they
squared off against both No. 1 ranked
Northwestern and No. 14 Clemson to
open ACC match play.
The Jackets hosted Northwestern on
Sunday. The Wildcats were 7-0 against
opponents this year and had defeated
Georgia last weekend to clinch the ITA
Indoor Championship title that Tech won
in 2007 and 2008. They lead the all-time
series against the Jackets 4-2, but were
beaten in the last meeting between the
two teams when they played each other in
the finals of the 2008 ITA National Team
Indoor Championships.
The Wildcats came out ahead with
the doubles point after sweeping all three
doubles matches. Northwestern gained
the next point in singles play to bring the
team score to 2-0 after a 6-2, 6-4 win by
Samantha Murray over senior Christy

Striplin at the third position. No. 13 nationally ranked freshman Irina Falconi
brought the Jackets closer after her third
set win over the Wildcats’ No. 1 ranked
Maria Mosolova 6-3, 2-6, 6-4. Falconi’s
stunning performance over Mosolova
earned her the title of ACC Women’s Tennis Player of the Week on Tuesday.
However, Northwestern moved even
further ahead after that, as No. 10 ranked
junior Amanda McDowell dropped her
match on court to the Wildcats’ No. 25
Georgia Rose, who won in the third set
7-6, 3-6, 6-1. Sophomore Noelle Hickey
brought the Jackets back to a 3-2 score
with her 6-4, 6-0 win over Lauren Lui in
the fourth position.
The Wildcats secured the game victory
shortly after as Nazlie Ghazal overtook
sophomore Sasha Krupina in a third set
win 6-1, 4-6, 6-4. The final match score
ended up 5-2 in favor of the still undefeated Northwestern.

See Tennis , page 25
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Christy Striplin returns a ball at the Bill Moore Tennis Center during Sunday’s loss to
No. 1 Northwestern. Striplin defeated Samantha Murray in straight sets, 6-2, 6-4.

