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Ramblin’ Reck Club given two years to find a new
garage for the historic Model A Ford school mascot
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The Ramblin’ Reck Club has been given two years by the AA to find a new garage for the Wreck due to upcoming renovations to the building where it is currently
By Coby Lu
Contributing Writer

Due to future renovations, the Athletic
Association (AA) has notified the Ramblin’ Reck Club that they will no longer be
able to use their current garage on campus
to house the Ramblin’ Wreck. The Wreck
is currently housed in an undisclosed lo-

cation on East Campus.
“We are currently in the process of
finding a permanent space, but the process
is very slow,” said Winfield Tufts, current
Wreck driver and fifth year IE major.
Most iconic for leading the football
team onto the Grant Field at every home
game, the Wreck represents one of the two
mascots at Tech (the other being Buzz).

In addition to promoting Tech traditions and spirit, the Reck Club is also the
caretaker of the Wreck and is in charge
of maintaining and preserving the Wreck
for the student body. According to the TBook, a publication released by the Reck
Club, “The Ramblin’ Wreck is Georgia
Tech’s one-of-a-kind mechanical mascot
– a 1930 Ford Model A Sport Coupe that

Dining hall may replace Wingnuts
By Matt Schrichte
Contributing Writer
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Wingnuts, Quiznos Subs and EastSide Market will all be closed starting this Dec.

Wingnuts will close its doors for what
may be the last time this Dec. in order to
accommodate Tech’s newest dining hall
at the North Avenue Apartments. The
Quiznos and EastSide Market in the
same location will also close so that construction of the new dining hall can begin over winter break. As of now, there
are no immediate plans to find alternate
space for any of the current retailers.
Construction crews are slated to begin
selective demolitions sometime in the
spring and the facility will be in operation for fall of 2011.
Talk of a North Avenue Dining Hall
has circulated ever since Tech acquired
the complex from Georgia State in 2007.
After a massive facilities and conditions
assessment, a master plan was created for the North Avenue Apartments
Complex (NAA) according to Howard
Wertheimer, the director of the Office
of Capital Planning and Space Management (CPSM).
“After we did the master plan and
surveyed the students who lived in the
North Avenue Apartments, we found

out that a third of them subscribed to
a meal plan,” Wertheimer said.
It was determined at that time that
a new dining hall would need to be
specifically designed and constructed.
Roughly two years after its conception, a plan for the new dining hall
has come up for consideration. The
result is expected be a 20,000 square
foot state-of-the-art dining facility
with enough seats to feed roughly 300
students at any given time.
Tech is looking into ways to get
students the foods they desire during many different times. According
to Wertheimer, the new dining hall
may have a 24-hour component. Ideas
have been proposed looking into expanding BuzzBy’s retail operations
into dinner and late night service.
“By the start of spring term we
want to have a very robust delivery
system,” said Rich Steele, the Director of the Student Center. “We would
want to use other retail services on
campus: wings from either Jackets or
pizza from Pizza Hut.”
Along the lines of dining, stuSee Dining, page 6

truly embodies the spirit and character of
both the Institute and the student body.”
The AA announced late last spring that
due to renovations near the Wreck’s current garage the Reck Club would have to
move from their current location within
two years. However, the Reck Club was
See Wreck, page 7

Six Flags Night
postponed
By Craig Tabita
Online Editor

Friday’s Georgia Tech Night at Six Flags
has been cancelled due to flood damage
caused by this week’s torrential rainfall. According to the event web site, those who purchased tickets will be automatically credited
with a refund.
“Some of the rides at Six Flags have been
damaged by the flooding, and they must not
only be repaired, but also re-certified,” said
Sally Hammock, associate director of the
Student Center, in a letter disseminated to
campus by student government. She said the
Student Center Programs Council will work
with Six Flags to find an alternate date.

Technique on break
until Oct. 16

In order to accomodate for students being
off-campus for fall break Oct. 5 and 6, The
Technique will not be printed until Oct. 16.
Updates will be posted consistently on www.
nique.net.
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From the files of the GTPD...

plainant noted that the unknown
person also made contact with
his girlfriend and her sister on
MySpace.

Campus Crime

Burglary

By Vijai Narayanan
Assistant News Editor
Another kind of swine

On Friday, Sept. 11 an officer
responded to a suspicious person
report near Beta Theta Pi Fraternity house. While investigating the
incident an officer noticed loud
music from the house and requested that the noise be turned down.
After issuing the warning the officer continued his investigation
when another person emerged,
yelling loudly and making insults
toward the officer. At one point,
the person yelled “I smell bacon,
oink, oink, oink.” The officer ignored the comments for several
minutes before initiating contact
with the person and informing

him that a report for loud music
and screaming would be made.
Persistent Stalker

An officer was notified by a
complainant on Monday, Sept.
14 that he received harassing emails and photographs from an
unknown person. The person first
made contact with the complainant two years ago when she left
a pair of underwear and an unwrapped condom on his vehicle
along with a note. The complainant also stated that he had received a phone call in reference to
a Craigslist posting from a couple
looking for a male mate to sleep
with them. In addition, the com-

GTPD responded to a theft
by taking at the Beta Theta Pi
Fraternity house on the night of
Friday, Sept. 11. Three students
reported that their laptops were
taken, along with a blue and black
Swiss Army backpack, which they
believed was used to carry items
from the house. In addition, a Personal Response System (PRS) and
a TI-83 calculator was also taken
from the room.
Illegible Graﬃti

Officers responded to a call
about vandalism on the night of
Sept. 11. Someone painted graffiti on the west side door of the
Woodruff Dining Hall. They also
painted the door in the back of
Woodruff Residence Hall. The
words painted were illegible.
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How much would you pay to use the new
GT Challenge Course?
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See nique.net
for our next poll
update!
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Council Clippings

E

This week in Student Government

ach Tuesday, elected members of the two houses of the Student Government Association, the
Undergraduate House of Representatives (UHR) and the Graduate Student Senate (GSS), convene to
consider allocation bills and discuss issues facing campus. Here is a summary of those two meetings.

By Vijai Narayanan, Assistant News Editor
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Breaking

Bubble
the

A

lot of things went on
outside the bubble of Tech
in the past week. Here are a few
important events taking place
throughout the nation and the
world.

Counterterrorism officials
stressed the investigation was
ongoing and that the extent of
the plot has yet to be uncovered.

US drops controversial
Alleged terror plot missile plan
uncovered in Denver
The White House dropped
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New elected freshman representatives swear in to office at the beginning of this week’s meeting.
NOMAS
together to make an impact on
This edition of Council ClipSGA allocated $997.26 to the the local community. The bill
pings covers the UHR and GSS
National Organization of Minor- requested to cover fees related
meetings from Sept. 21, 2009.
ity Architects (NOMAS) Design to parking and advertising and
Womenʼs Leadership
Competition. The organization totaled $222.50. The bill passed
UHR appropriated $4500 to requested funding in order to cov- UHR 36-4-0 and the GSS 21-5-3.
the Women’s Leadership Confer- er the transportation, registration
Paintball Club
ence to be held on Oct. 23 and 24. and supplies for the event. The bill
The Paintball Club put forward
The keynote speaker is expected to passed the UHR 36-1-0.
a bill requesting funding from
be Betsy Myers, a former executive
Be the Change Day
SGA to cover the cost of practices
director of the Harvard’s Center
UHR also considered a bill and competition fees. Originally
for Public Leadership. The WLC requesting funding for a service set at $5000, the UHR trimmed
has been held since 1998 The bill event known as “Be the Change the bill down to $2000 followpassed in the UHR 40-1-1 and in Day.” The event is a nation-wide ing a lengthy discussion about the
the GSS 27-1-1.
service day when volunteers join cost and size of the organization.

Local and federal agents
arrested three Afghan-born men
accused of lying to officials about
a plot to launch attacks on several
sports stadiums, entertainment
complexes and hotels. Authorities
claim that the men planned to
use hydrogen peroxide explosives
to wreak havoc in the New York
subway and other mass transit
systems. One of the suspects
claimed to have attended and
received both weapons and
explosives training while staying
in a region of Pakistan with ties
to al-Qaeda.
The same suspect was pulled
over earlier this month while
driving on the George Washington
Bridge in Manhattan and was
found to have a recipe for making
and handling explosives.

plans to implement a missile
defense system in Poland and
the Czech Republic. Russia
vehement ly a rg ued a ga inst
this decision, claiming that it
threatened its national security.
Defense Secretary Robert Gates
defended the decision and that
the system was too expensive
and stressed that the US was not
abandoning Eastern Europe.

Powerful ﬂoods hit the
southeast
Torrential rainfall in the southeast US left eight people dead, most
from Georgia. Governor Sonny
Perdue requested President Obama
to declare a state of emergency.
Over 12,000 people were left
without electricity and 300 people
moved to shelters.
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WREK radio facing insurance claims, storage shortages
By Siddarth Gurnani
Contributing Writer

WREK Radio, the student
owned and operated radio station on campus has been facing
several problems over the past few
months originating from equipment damage due to a burst water
pipe last winter.
The organization used to store
its equipment in the Alexander
Memorial Coliseum when last
December, a steam pipe burst and
damaged much of the equipment.
Since then, the organization has
had trouble covering the costs of
the damage, and has had difficulty finding storage space for archival records and equipment.
As of earlier this week, the organization has not yet received
any reimbursement for its insurance claim. WREK has been
forced to cover storage costs from
out of pocket and has had difficulty replacing broken and destroyed
equipment. This has hindered
WREK’s music selection and operating space, making it difficult
for the organization to perform its
function effectively.
Since the pipe burst over winter break, the facilities department
did not discover the mishap for
several days. The equipment was
subjected to several days of hot
water and steam as a result.
The damage affected a large
portion of the equipment stored,
including reel to reel machines
and a digital audio tape (DAT)
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Despite the difficulties with reimbursement from their insurance and damages incurred after a pipe
burst last winter break, WREK radio hosts still continue to air as usual even with broken equipment.
machine. Multiple other pieces
of electronic equipment and music records were destroyed. This
has led to a great hindrance of
WREK’s song selection and playback capabilities. For example, the
reel to reel machines were damaged, preventing playback of old
recordings of shows and live per-

formances.
Thomas Shanks, a CS graduate student and chief engineer
of WREK stated that due to the
seepage of steam, facilities decided that the room was unusable.
As a result, WREK lost its storage space, and was forced to move
the equipment to their office and

pay out of pocket to store equipment off campus. Without being reimbursed for the damages,
WREK has been unable to repair
or replace new equipment. In addition, the staff has experienced
trouble with some of the old records and tapes damaging newer
equipment.

“Recently, two pieces of our
new equipment failed and the old
ones were ruined so we couldn’t
use them,” said Shanks.
WREK has also been forced
to store some their equipment
including turntables, records and
CD players in their office on the
second floor of the Student Involvement Center. Off-campus
storage has proved neither affordable nor accessible. Also, many of
the labels were damaged during
the incident and the staff has had
difficulty figuring out where each
record is located.
Donald Pitts, the manager of
Student Publications and Media
said that the Department of Insurance Services and Risk Management are moving forward with
the insurance claim.
WREK is hoping to receive
the claim as soon as possible and
replace some of the ruined equipment. Currently, it is projected
that WREK will receive its claim
by the end of this calendar year.
With the money, WREK hopes
to invest in converting the affected tapes into a digital format and
recovering some of the data. Their
biggest concern, however, remains
getting a storage space on campus.
They are hoping that facilities can
provide them with another space
on campus to store old equipment
and records.
“The Facilities department
needs to find us a space at least
half the size [of the previous
space],” Shanks said.

NEWS
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Metro area flooding has little impact on campus services
By Vivian Fan
News Editor

Although the flooding from
the increased amount of rain over
the last week severely affected the
greater metro Atlanta area, Tech’s
campus felt much less of an impact from the weather.
“[There was] nothing significant. We were really very fortunate. There [was] no major damage,” said Director of Facilities
Warren Page.
The storms started from Tuesday, Sept. 15 and stretched until
last Wednesday, and provided the
worst damage over last weekend.
In the state of Georgia overall,
the flooding has claimed ten lives
and millions of dollars in damage
to property and roads across the
metro Atlanta area.
Despite some flooding in low

lying areas, Tech’s campus had
little damage from the severe
weather.
“We didn’t have any incidence
of anything you’ll see in the newspapers. We had nothing even resembling that,” Page said.
“There were a few little sporadic roof leaks and window leaks.
Nothing major. We were very,
very fortunate,” said Area I West
Campus Facilities Manager Rodd
Hineman.
Of the damage reported, the
worst of it was limited to some
leaky roofs and walls in buildings
across campus.
“What we had was some roof
leaks, some places because of the
driving where the water came into
the windows, there was nothing
that accumulated a lot of water,
those types of things,” Page said.
The damage that did occur

within residence halls and academic buildings were not large
enough to warrant much worry
from the facilities department,
which generally solved all issues
through each building coordinator.
“Most of them were very, very
general. Most buildings have a
building coordinator. Everything
that’s any kind of a problem normally comes through them. Every
once in a while I’ll get a call, but
most of the calls are to the building itself,” Hineman said.
Of the buildings affected by
the rains, the Wardlaw Center,
located at the south end of Bobby
Dodd Stadium, did report some
of the more major damage on
campus. Even in that case, the
damage was still very small.
See Flooding, page 6
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Although some roads were flooded, no serious damage or weather-related issues were reported across campus during the storms.
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the south’s liveliest college newspaper.

NEWS

t4FQUFNCFS tTechnique

Dining

GSPNQBHF
dents should see a reduction in
wait-times at current dining halls
once the new hall is opened in the
fall of 2011. According to Steele,
Brittain is currently overcrowded
and is serving somewhere around
20,000 meals a week, a figure well
over its intended usage.
Students offered a mixed perspective on the proposed changes.
“I see the importance of putting in a dining hall at North
Avenue for the future classes of
students,” said Ed Miskowski, a
fourth-year INTA major. “But at
the same time, considering we live
right above where the future construction is going to be, it is going to be a major inconvenience,
especially considering that we
lived through last year’s [construction].”
In response, space planning intends to address this student concern in the near future.
“We’re sensitive to the previous
work,” said Wertheimer. “We’re
trying to come up with an appropriate plan.”
“I like having Wingnuts and
Quiznos as a change, because
Brittain is right there,“ said Rohit
Bhatia, second-year BIOL. “Now
if there are two dining halls, then
it’s not really a change, unless [the
new one] is a lot better.”
Space planning representatives

and others involved directly with
the project, like Steele and Wertheimer, don’t expect it to be just
another dining hall. With a projected budget of ten million dollars and a construction budget of
$7.5 million, the new dining hall
will attempt to emulate and innovate from the successes of recently
built dining halls at other universities. Over the past several years,
Tech has been looking at some of
the nation’s highest ranked dining
halls for ideas.
“We’re going to pull from the
best of everything we’ve seen,”
Steele said.
In this case they hope to include the newest, most energy and
mechanically efficient equipment.
In addition due to the limited
space, there won’t be much room
for a large kitchen. As a result, a
large portion of the food will be
prepared fresh, directly in front of
students.
Wertheimer did note that
space planning and the administration recognizes what the loss of
Wingnuts and Quiznos represents
to many students.
“Students have expressed concern about the service that Wingnuts provides to the student population, and Auxiliary Services and
Sodexho are meeting with student
groups, and we hope they will be
able to fulfill that niche,” Wertheimer said.
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The proposed dining hall will be built on the ground floor of the
North Avenue Apartments where Wingnuts is currently located.
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Cars attempt to drive through the flood underneath the Marietta Street bridge on North Avenue.

Flooding
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“That’s true. There [were] some
ceiling tiles that were wet and
didn’t flood. It was not major
damage,” Page said.
In addition, the Tech police
department reported little or
nothing out of the ordinary as a
result of the flooding. Specifically, no major traffic accidents or
other such reported incidents were
the result of the flooding in some
areas.
Monday, parking and other
services still continued running
as normal, although Stinger buses
did have to traverse to more heavily flooded streets, specifically at
North Avenue underneath the
Marietta Street Bridge and at the
intersection of Ferst Drive and
State Street.
There was a discrepancy between student experiences. Co-op
and internship students felt more

of the effects of the storms much
more than students taking classes
on campus, especially those needing to travel off campus to work
with issues along I-75/I-85.
“Aside from swimming to
classes, it didn’t affect me too
much, but my friend who commutes went on an adventure on
back roads to try to get to Tech,”
said Carrie Hsu, fourth-year
MGT major.
Affected commuting students
ran into problems such as closed
or even washed-out roads and
traffic traveling back to Tech late
Monday afternoon.
“I co-op and I was worried I’d
be stranded at the office,” said
Dean Nordhielm, third-year IE.
Although the severe weather
damage was very limited, the
facilities department at Tech believes that this situation shows
how prepared if potentially something worse occurs.

“We have a really comprehensive roof program… when you
maintain things it pays off long
term,” Hineman said.
“Our management seems very
in front of possible things that
could happen. We’ve got a good
leadership staff,” Hineman said.
While the flooding made no
direct impact on a majority of
Tech students and campus, it has
affected planned programming
for this weekend due to the damage.
As a result of the flooding,
Tech’s annual Six Flags Night will
be canceled due to safety concerns
from damage and repairs needed
to be made to the rides at the
theme park.
“[Although] I didn’t hit any
problems on the road and I wasn’t
stranded, but there was some extra
traffic, and cancelling Six Flags
definitely affected my weekend
plans,” Nordhielm added.

Interested in photography?
Come to the Technique’s weekly photo
staff meetings. Thursdays at 6 p.m.
Flag building, room 137
photo@nique.net

NEWS

NEWS BRIEFS
Students protest fountain demolition
From 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. on
Tuesday, students gathered at the
library fountain to protest its demolition. The fountain will be
replaced by the steps with the
construction of the Clough Undergraduate Learning Center.
Fewer than twenty students were
in attendance of the sit-in, including SGA undergraduate vice president Parker Hancock. The sit-in
was initiated by students who
sent an email through organizations across campus late last week.
SGA, the Office of the Dean of
Students, and the Office of the
President have met with these
students to discuss solutions and
memorials ideas.

Stingers, SWAT Team
responds to standoff
The Atlanta SWAT team and
Tech transporation services responded to a stand-off at Centennial Place Apartments, located
across the street from North Avenue Apartments. The Atlanta police were called to the apartment
complex after receiving a 9-11 call
from a woman (not the resident)
complaining about a burglar. The
burglar had entered the apartment
by force, smashing a window and
the door along the way. Once police arrived inside, they found the
burglar, a woman who had previously been in a relationship with
the resident. The burglar threatened to shoot police with the gun
she claimed to have possessed, and
also blow up the complex by turning on the fireplace’s gas. Stinger
buses were called to shuttle residents away from the scene. The
standoff finally ended when police
tear-gassed the complex and the
suspect surrendered.

Wreck
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not provided with an alternate
space on campus and they have
yet to find another location. However, the AA (including Director
of Athletics Dan Radakovich) did
offer support in the search process.
“The Athletic Association was
very open in communicating the
time frame…the AA also gave us
the names and contacts of who we
needed to reach in order to find
a new space,” Tufts said. At the
time of printing, the AA had not
responded to inquiries.
In addition to losing its current
parking garage, the Reck Club is
also seeking solutions to the problem of the small space provided, in
favor of a much larger space. The
current space is only large enough
to house Wreck and does not have
enough space for students to walk
around it. “The garage is not that
much. We can’t really do repairs
underneath the cars in the garage.
When we need to do repairs under
the car we have to back it out and
jack it up,” Tufts said.
The Reck Club is going
through the proper channels to
attempt to find a different space
on campus for the car through
alumni connections and the greater Tech administration. Despite
the aid of a representative of the
administration, members of the
Reck Club note the slow process
of finding a potential space.
“The biggest problem that we
are facing is that things are going very slowly. . . We were just
told that we that we have only two
years, and we need to get this on
schedule to find a place to house
the Wreck. We want a space that
it deserves to take care of the car
and not just a temporary shed for
every five to ten years or a storage
space or closet,” said Tufts.
Although the Wreck has always been housed on campus, this
is not the first time that the location of the garage has changed. In
the 70’s it occupied a shed near the
power plant. It was later moved to

CLASSIFIEDS
REAL ESTATE
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770-712-3466 or email offcampustownhouses@gmail.com for
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In addition to looking for a new parking garage all together, the Reck is also searching for a larger
space that will be able to hold the Wreck and for club members to move around in to maintain it.
its current location before again
being moved to a garage under
Bobby Dodd Stadium. Due to
renovations of the stadium, The
Wreck moved back to its current
location in 2001.
“We need the administration,
we need someone from above to
say The Ramblin’ Wreck is a tradition of Georgia Tech [and] it
needs a respectable space so that it
can be taken care of properly and
maintained so that it can continue
to be an icon for Tech,” said Tufts.
The Wreck has been under the
care of the Reck Club since 1967,
when its first owner Dean of Students Jim Dull retired. Dull had
obtained the car after a search to

find a car that represented the entire student body at Tech. The car
has led the football team onto the
field since 1961, and has not been
absent from a game since.
The Reck Club is self-sufficient
monetarily and does not receive
a budget from the administration. The club uses its funds for
the maintenance and renovation
of the Wreck. The club generates
revenue by bringing the Wreck
to appearances, and this money
helps pay for the cost of housing
the car on campus. The Tech administration has proposed some
possible locations for a new garage, yet none of these options
have come to pass. In addition,

the Reck Club has looked into
renting space from a vendor outside of campus.
“The Ramblin’ Wreck is an
icon of Georgia Tech. People take
pride in the car. It has always
been taken care of by the students
and served for the students,” said
Tufts.
2010 will mark the Ramblin’
Reck’s 50th year on campus. “We
need to have space for it for another 50 years for this car,” said
Tufts. “The Ramblin’ Wreck is
an icon of the school, and I think
it should be high on the priority list…it needs a proper and respectful permanent space for the
rest of its time on campus.”

Opinions

Opinions Editor: Kaitlin Goodrich
The only valid censorship of ideas is the
right of people not to listen.
—Tommy Smothers

“
”

OUR VIEWS CONSENSUS OPINION

Wreck relocates

Tech needs to find a place to keep Wreck on campus

It is disappointing to hear that the
Ramblin’ Reck is still without a new
home. While we understand that the
Athletic Association needs the space
to complete renovations, they should
do everything within their power to
find other storage options.
The administration at large should
have a greater sense of urgency about
working out a location for the Reck
to be stored in the future. Currently,
the issue is not being sufficiently addressed. It is absurd that the campus
does not have a more permanent location to store and take care of our
mascot. If we can find space for other
student organizations like GT Motorsports to have garages on campus,
surely the Wreck has a place.
We understand that the responsibility of taking care of the Wreck is

entrusted to the Ramblin’ Reck Club,
but the added problem of having no
space in which to do so is a bit much
to expect of a student organization.
Although the AA did give the Reck
Club two years to find a new place to
park the Wreck, this period of time is
still short, especially with the amount
of inevitable turnover within student
organizations. Without the cooperation of the Institute, the Reck Club
will not be able to keep the Wreck on
campus. This is unacceptable. Tech
should put a large priority on finding
a new place to keep the most important piece of machinery and tradition
at Tech.
The Wreck deserves to stay on
campus. Tech should do whatever
it must to address this problem and
give the Wreck a place to stay.
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Lighten up to help
stop the rain and
other helpful tips

I’m not sure if you’ve noticed,
but it’s been raining more than
usual of late. I mean, parts of the
interstate had to be shut down
because of it. I haven’t really told
anybody about it, but I’ve been
seeing this coming for months.
To be honest, I could have
stopped it, but I wanted the Tech
community to see the wrongs it’s
been committing so that it can
have some incentive to correct itself.
The following is an incomplete
list of adjustments the Tech community must make if the rain is to
stop in the form of helpful, easyto-follow tips.
Tip 1: Wear more waterproof
fishing shirts and PFGs. If this
rain continues (which it will),
people will have to start buying
everything waterproof, so why not
start now?
Besides, velcro’s the new button. Zippers were never in.
Tip 2: Stop wearing cargo jeans
that zip off to become cargo capris
that zip off to become cargo jorts
that zip off to become cargo tights
that are made of denim material.
The ground is convinced you’re
soaking up at least 20 percent of
the rain that it should be getting.
Tip 3: Either reinstate the old
ticketing system or get a better
one. Nah… but seriously, no one
likes the new one, including the
rain.
Tip 4: Say ‘Nah… but seriously’ more often. It’s funny, and
maybe the rain would lighten up
if more people used that phrase.
See what I did there?
Tip 5: Start replacing the word
‘serious’ with ‘serial’. There’s really
no relation between the two words
except that they sound similar,
but it’s still kind of funny.
Maybe the rain would lighten
up if people replaced the two.
See, I did it again. Nah… but
serially.
See what I just did? I just used
my past two points in three words.
Donezo-brozo.
Tip 6: Use the phrase, ‘donezobrozo’ when you feel like you’ve
either accomplished something
(as I did in the previous point) or
one-upped somebody.
It’s annoying to the people you
do it to, so maybe the rain would
lighten up if it saw other people
angry. I just did it again. So what?
It’s called a play on words, friend.
Tip 7: Annoy other people by
using the same jokes over and over
again. It’s funny to you and that’s

Write to us:

letters@nique.net
We welcome your letters in response to Technique content as well as
campus topics. We will
print letters on a timely
and space-available basis. For information on
our publication schedule
please see our advertising
brochure at nique.net.
Letters should not
exceed 400 words and
should be submitted by
Tuesday at 7 p.m. in order to be printed in the
following Friday’s issue.
Include your full
name, year (1st, 2nd,
etc.) and major, an brief
explanation of your Tech
affiliation. We reserve
the right to edit for style
and length. Only one
submission per person
will be printed per term.
all that matters.
Plus, similarly to my previous
point, perhaps the rain would
lighten up if it saw multitudes of
people getting mad at other things
besides it. Nah… but serially.
Donezo-brozo.
Tip 8: No more Nickleback.
Nah, but in all serial-ness, I would
rather be captured by Somali Pirates on a boat owned by a North
Korean executioner, locked in
said ship’s freezer for three days,
thrown into the Red Sea with no
clothes on, sunburned over 90%
of my body, caught in the net of
an Egyptian fishing boat, only to
be recaptured by Somali pirates,
sold into slavery and forced to denounce my own religion than listen to any Nickelback song.
Unforgiveable.
I’m not 100% sure the rain will
stop if these measures are taken,
but they can’t hurt, can they?
And that’s something to think
about.
Seamus Coleman
Third-year BC

Leadership editorials needed

Campus Leaders,
If you would like to write an editorial in the Technique on your
leadership experience, or any aspect of Tech, please contact Kaitlin
Goodrich at opinions@nique.net . Please include your name, leadership role and the dates that you would be available to write. All
campus leaders are welcome to apply. Each submission should be
approximately 600 words and be submitted Monday before publication on Friday.
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Information overload floods students
This past week, the city of
Atlanta probably got the most
rain that it has in a long time.
The monsoon-like conditions
caused flooding, traffic and
general havoc all over the city.
The crazy torrential downpours were in stark contrast to
the drought that characterized
the weather of the city over
much of the past year—apparently Sonny’s prayer for rain
worked.
“When it rains, it pours”
seems to apply well to the
city’s weather situation. It also
happens to apply well to the
way I feel about information
overload, a problem that seems
to be particular to our generation.
The concept of “information overload” is not new; Alvin Toffler coined the term in
the 1970s in his book Future
Shock. Toffler defined information overload as being overwhelmed by copious amounts
of information, to the point
that people cannot differentiate between what is important
and what is irrelevant. He describes a time when people
become desensitized to information and cannot utilize it
effectively.
Just as the rain has inundated the city and brought many
of the city’s operations to a halt
(except Tech, of course; we
never close down the school
or cancel classes), information
overload has the potential to
drown out the important in-

“We must actively manage
the information that comes
our way in order to maintain
its usefulness...”
Jonathan Saethang
Managing Editor

formation and make simple
tasks incredibly difficult to
complete.
It’s great that we live in a
digital world and that everything is at our fingertips. Ideally, to find something, all we
need to do is to hop on the
“information superhighway”
better known as the internet,
pop a few words into a search
box and voila: we find just the
thing we are looking for. But
anyone who has searched for
something online knows that
it’s not always that simple. Everything is on the web now—
literally, everything. Sometimes that makes it extremely
difficult to zero in on the information that we need.
Between the news sites, the
blogs, the wikis, the tweets,
the e-mails, the RSS feeds
and countless other sources of
information, sometimes the
situation becomes more like
looking for a needle in a digital haystack. Technologies that
were created to make our lives
easier and more connected are
becoming sources of frustra-

tion.
Take the simple task of
managing an e-mail inbox, for
example. In this day and age,
we receive so many e-mails in
one day and have to sit down
and manually sift through
each message to extract the
important ones from the inbox. That little number in
parentheses that enumerates
how many unread messages
we have often multiplies in a
matter of minutes. It becomes
a chore and an extremely timeconsuming daily task.
The reason why situations
like these often arise is because
of the age in which we live.
We no longer have to go to a
library, pore over a book nor
talk to a live person in order to
find the things that we need.
Only a few decades ago information was largely a passive
resource. Now, it’s an active
resource that is being pushed
onto us every second. Because
of this very fact, we cannot afford to be passive about managing information anymore;
we must actively manage the

information that comes our
way in order to maintain its
usefulness or otherwise face a
flood of superfluous information.
On a small scale, that
means organizing our digital
lives by using little things like
folders, bookmarks and filters,
to name a few small things.
Taking a bit of time to sort
things out will definitely make
our digital existences a bit
more productive.
However, thinking about
things on a larger and broader
scale, information overload is a
problem that will continue to
grow fast into the future unless
we start thinking about how
to control it now. While we
will never be able to stifle the
growth of information, we can
come up with ways to more effectively utilize it.
This is our generation’s
unique challenge: to maintain
relevance in a world of e-junk.
Our generation is still figuring
out how to manage the incredible influx of information that
has been made available in the
past two or three decades. I’m
pretty sure that information
overload is just a type of growing pain that we have to deal
with until some geniuses come
up with a way to streamline
and optimize the way we get
our information.
Until then, we should actively be taking steps to deal
with the issue, instead of letting our inboxes explode.

Don’t cry over library fountain demise
Two attributes seem to
stand out about our campus
community, I have found.
One is that it is full of people
who love to complain, which I
find kind of ironic given that
we are supposed to be a school
full of engineers and engineers
are supposed to develop solutions to problems rather than
stand around and whine about
them. The second is that it is
stuck in many of its old ways,
eschewing change for the sake
of preserving tradition and
what is familiar.
So given the above, when
it is announced that a campus fixture has a wrecking ball
headed its way you can expect
some noise to be made about
it. Such has been the case with
the proposed demolition of
the library fountain so that
the area can be replaced with
a new set of stairs, reminiscent
of the Spanish Steps in Rome.
It’s part of the transformation of the center of campus,
the centerpiece of which is the
Clough Undergraduate Learning Commons (CULC).
The way some have reacted
to this announcement, one
would think someone had suggested something drastic, like
that our fight song no longer
presume that everyone who attends this university is an alcoholic male studying engineering. We’ve even had a sit-in to
protest the fountain’s demise,
which represents a pretty serious show of resistance from a
student body who typically re-

the future of Peters parking
deck will be a green space (an
actual grassy area, not a parking deck painted green) with a
pond in the middle of it.
This is what Tech’s current Master Plan calls for and
Craig Tabita what, barring a radical shift in
approach to campus landscapOnline Editor ing, should make its way into
the 25 year plan next fall. A
beautiful pond in a spacious
mation, from the improved park will put to rest any noacademic facilities to the in- tions about the fountain being
door and outdoor lounging some great loss to campus.
space, that future students will
Nobody is looking forward
wonder how we ever managed to more construction, and it
without it. Even the proposed might be more honest if we
Spanish Steps-style staircase marketed ourselves to prospecwill represent a better place to tive students as the Georgia
sit down and hang out than Construction Zone of Techthe current library fountain.
nology. I understand if you
Perhaps you don’t think object to tearing up the library
we even need to redevelop the fountain and Skiles Walkway
staircase connecting the li- staircase on the grounds that
brary and Skiles Walkway. If we’re already past the acceptso, be glad you don’t require a able threshold of how much
wheelchair. The current path construction can be done
for a disabled student to reach while still maintaining a habthe library from the Student itable campus. I would suggest
Center is to cross Skiles Walk- the students be flexible and
way, make a right into Skiles, understand that the resulting
take the elevator up, walk improvement to our campus
across Skiles, exit on the sec- after this wave of construction
ond floor and take the bridge will be incredible.
across. Whether it’s a ramp or
Nevertheless, I do want to
a library entrance at the level extend my heartiest appreciaof Skiles Walkway, this needs tion to the students who parto be fixed. If the new plans ticipated in the sit-in. Though
don’t include a ramp, that’s we might disagree now, I really
worth protest.
am glad to see students take an
If the objection is to the re- interest in a campus issue. My
moval of one of campus’s few hope is that the next time an
instances of standing water, issue really demands a student
have no fear. In all likelihood, protest, that interest renews.

“When it [the library fountain]
has water, it’s an asset to this
campus. But that doesn’t mean
it’s not expendable.”

stricts its outcry to the avenues
of Technique slivers, Facebook
statuses and Post-It note signs.
The fact is that this fountain will not be missed. Don’t
get me wrong; I like the library
fountain. I’ve spent more than
one afternoon doing homework perched on its ledge. I’ve
seen people bathe their dogs in
it and I’ve seen it turned into a
foaming volcano via the power
of dishwasher soap. When it
has water, it’s an asset to this
campus. But that doesn’t mean
it’s not expendable.
Let’s start with the simplest
reason. We have a beautiful
fountain in the middle of campus. It has spacious, easy-to
access amphitheatre-style seating surrounding it. Best of all,
it contains a towering monument to Tech’s most time-honored tradition: “The Shaft”. It’s
all located less than 700 feet
from the library fountain. Do
we really need two fountains
that close to each other?
Just wait for the CULC to
be completed. The middle of
campus will have undergone
such a tremendous transfor-
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How do you feel about the
library fountain razing?

Rob Agocs
First-year ME

“Now we have room for captured UGA students.”

Abhishek Shroff
Second-year CS

“It shouldn’t be demolished
because its part of Tech tradition.”

Matt Cahir
First-year CE

“I don’t see the need for demolition.”

Courtney Gibbs
First-year ChE

“I don’t think it should be.”
Photos by Jarrett Skov
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Get off campus and get to
know the rest of Atlanta
HOT– or –NOT
OUR VIEWS HOT OR NOT

Donuts Arrive

Last Wednesday the new
Dunkin’ Donuts officially
opened to students in the student center. The sugar content
and caffeine levels on campus
just spiked drastically. Not
only does this come right in
time for midterms, but the addition of more places to grab
coffee before class makes every student’s life just a little bit
easier.

Van Leer funded

Anyone who has spent any
time in the Van Leer building
can attest that it is beyond the
point of needing some renovations. The Harris Corporation
has pledged $2 million dollars
to the ECE department over
the next four years in order to
do repairs and renovations to
the building. While no Tech
student enjoys hearing that
there will be more construction on campus, this needs it.

Flags flooded out

After days of rain and
floods, students were looking
forward to a sunny day at Six
Flags relaxing in the newly
pleasant weather. The floods
continue to plague us, however, as the park is still too
flooded to allow the rides to
be opened to Tech students.
While tickets will be refunded, the yearly tradition of Six
Flags fun is canceled.

Canada canceled

Tech men’s basketball was
scheduled to do three exhibition games in Canada before
the season. This would have
been the basketball team’s first
international trip in 18 years,
but for unspecified reasons,
the trip was unexpectedly canceled. The trip would have
been good exposure for Tech,
and the unexpected cancellation reflects poorly on the Institute. Canada’s missing out.

sliver

www.nique.net

To the person with 5 yards of fabric, you can’t make a kilt, kilts
are at least 6-9 yards, hence “the whole 9 yards”
i love grinding
wearing gym shorts does not necessarily make you trashy! maybe
they’re on the way to crew practice or they’re about to work out.
or they like to be comfortable. not every girl wears really short
gym shorts
Our volleyball team is incredible
That tall RAT that plays sax is a cutie
go to the health center for free condoms!
The girl who works at the Student Center help desk is pretty
I miss the MLR... I don’t have anywhere to take a nap, except
class
Should’ve waited in line longer for homecoming signups... we
didn’t get a really important song for Mock Rock
red head that works at the CRC check in desk- stop acting so
arrogat
In the market for a cuddle buddy... *sigh*
ctemp is a dbag
dear Bad-highlights-girl, shut up!
GT Parking is interfering with my booty calls.
STOP being so hot M.K.!! seriously.
seriously adil you really need to stop being so cheap its disturbing
hey PM play poker much? seriously!!
JS has a tuft of brown hair which just sticks out. Makes you just
want to yank it!
VR come on dude grow a pair already
What to sliver about...
For the coldest taste...absolut zero?
The sliver gods smiled on me. 4 for 4 :-)... or do I :(
does everyone see how important the band is now??? If we would
have been there last night, that game would not have gone down
like that. Stupid budget cuts!
An oodle is a quantity similar to “much” or “many”
For example, oodles of noodles

Tech’s legendary heritage is
intricately woven into the fabric of Atlanta. In 1885, just 38
years after Atlanta was officially
established, the Georgia School
of Technology was chartered to
provide an education based on
the principles of leadership and
industrial expansion. The city was
growing rapidly, and Tech was vital in helping to support and encourage further development.
Today, Atlanta is the largest
city in the Southeast, home to
the third-largest concentration
of Fortune 500 companies in the
nation and the birthplace of major media networks such as CNN
and TBS. Many of Tech’s faculty,
staff and students have been integral to this growth and progress.
Iconic Atlanta-based companies
such as Waffle House, Delta, UPS
and Coca-Cola were all founded,
led or significantly influenced by
Tech graduates.
The 1996 Summer Olympic
Games helped to focus the world
on Atlanta with Tech serving as
both a venue for events and the
Olympic Village.
Thirty years earlier, all eyes
were on Atlanta, as Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. led the civil rights
movement, converging on the
very streets we travel today. And
in 1961, Tech was the first school
in the Deep South to peacefully
integrate, following a student vote
endorsing the acceptance of qualified applicants regardless of race.
Today you can not only walk
in the paths of former Olympians and Dr. King, but also enjoy
events hosted by our Ferst Center,
exhibits featured at our Robert C.
Williams Paper Museum and a
broad range of athletic events.
As you embrace the many opportunities on our campus, I also

“Embrace the many opportunities
available on campus, but also look
around for other new experiences
in the city you now call home.”
G. P. “Bud” Peterson
Institute President

want to encourage you to become
acquainted with your surrounding community that extends far
beyond our traditional boundaries.
The Atlanta History Center
will give you a great overview of
our city. You can also tour the
Margaret Mitchell House, where
“Gone with the Wind” was written. In addition to the rich history
of Atlanta, the city has an abundance of parks, music and theater
venues.
The Woodruff Arts Center
houses the Atlanta Symphony,
the High Museum of Art and the
Alliance Theater. The Fabulous
Fox Theater, the Atlanta Ballet,
the Martin Luther King Historic
Center and The Carter Center are
among the many other attractions
within a short distance of campus
that offer experiences that will
broaden your perspective of Georgia’s capital city.
Tech is only a short distance
from Piedmont Park, which offers
plenty of green space for picnics,
social gatherings, concerts and
other events. Val and I walked
there from campus last month
to the Paul McCartney concert.
With views of skyscrapers, a pond
and trees, it reminds me of Central Park in New York City.
Not far is the Atlanta Botanical Garden, where you can explore
an exhibit by Henry Moore and

check out what’s blooming. Or
visit the Fernbank Science Center
for a different perspective on science!
Atlanta is also home to a
wonderful zoo and a world-class
aquarium. If you want to see animals in their natural habitat, take
a walk at the Chattahoochee Nature Center.
For those of you who like to
spend your free time at athletic
events, Atlanta has plenty of those
to offer, too, from the Georgia
Dome where the Falcons play to
Turner Field, home to the Atlanta
Braves.
The Varsity is a cultural icon,
but just for a change try Mary
Mac’s Tea Room for a taste of
home-cooked southern food. You
might be tempted to say that some
of this is very expensive, but be
sure to check out the student rates
and volunteer opportunities!
The Atlanta we know today
would not be the same without
the presence of students like you.
So, while I challenge you to
study hard, I also encourage you
to seek out opportunities that expand your horizons by taking advantage of the many experiences
that are right at your fingertips.
Embrace the many opportunities available on campus, but also
look around for other new experiences in the city you now call
home.

Focus

focus@nique.net
Focus Editor:
Kate Comstock

Organization Spotlight: Dodgeball Club
The club competes against other collegiate
ll teams in local tournaments as well as hosts
charity dodgeball tournaments at Tech.
Contact: involvement.gatech.edu/

Technique

11

Friday,
September 25, 2009

P layboy Bunnies

ACC

Biomed bunny bares all for
Playboy’s “Girls of ACC”

By Andrew Ho
Contributing Writer

With football season and
the ACC in full swing, many
students do their part at Tech to
show their school spirit, whether
it’s attending the games, cheering on the Jackets or wearing the
school colors. However, some students
from ACC schools showed their support for their team by wearing very little at all, as Playboy recently published
a special section in the October 2009
issue titled “Girls of the ACC” with
models from the member schools posing for their respective teams. Included
among these young models was Tech’s
very own, Ashley Smith.
Ashley Smith, BME ’09, posed for
the magazine in April when she was
still a student. Smith says that deciding to pose for the magazine was not
a difficult decision and she had always
wanted to do it but was reluctant to audition because she felt that she was not
as shapely as many of the other Playboy
models.
Smith explained that the audition
process was relatively easy. “A friend
referred me to Playboy photographer

Smith approached
Playboy photographer David Rams
about the photoshoot opportunity
in April 2009.

Photos courtesy of Ashley Smith

Ashley Smith, along with Shayne Devereux
(not featured) represented Tech co-eds in
this years’ “Girls of the ACC” feature.
David Rams. He called me four days before the shoot and asked if he could come
over and see me naked without makeup or
fixed hair. Usually, when a stranger calls
and asks to see me naked I at least ask for
dinner first, but I obliged. He was at my
apartment for about 5 minutes and scheduled the shoot. I was absolutely ecstatic. I
called everyone I knew,” said Smith.
The actual shoot took place this April
and began by Smith getting her hair and
make-up done. Afterwords, the photographer spent about 30 minutes taking pictures of Smith. She had to wait months to
see what the pictures were like.
When asked about the craziest thing
that has happened because of her appearance in the magazine she said, “By far the
most interesting experiences I’ve had dur-

ing this whole thing is the crazy emails and Facebook messages from
random people. I used my real name
in the magazine so it wasn’t very
hard to track me down.”
Smith said her relationship with
Tech was tumultuous at times.
“Georgia Tech and I definitely had
a love/hate relationship. Every few semesters I would quit and take a semester
(or sometimes two) off. Everyone that goes
to Tech knows how hard it is to keep going
sometimes. I started in August 2003 and
just finished at the end of July, so I guess
technically I was on the six year program.
Including summers, I ended up taking off
8 semesters,” said Smith.
See Playboy, page 13

Students debate health care options, policy
By Chris Russell
Staff Writer

Ask any student what the hotbutton political issue of the day is,
and if “healthcare” isn’t the first
thing out of their mouth, it should
be pretty close to it. With marches
in Washington, town hall meetings devolving into yelling matches and supporters of both sides of
the issue viciously attacking the
other, it’s safe to say that the state
of America’s health system is on
many minds at the moment.
On Thursday, Sept. 17, the
Tech chapter of the Roosevelt Institute held an open forum, what
they called a “fireside chat,” on
the topic of healthcare. The Roosevelt Institute is a national student
think-tank that encourages its
members to debate issues facing
the nation today and attempt to
find solutions to them.
Shikha Choudhury, fourthyear ME and president of Tech’s
chapter of the Roosevelt Institute,
said, “[The Roosevelt Institute’s]
goal is to research, debate and
put forward ideas that are fester-

ing in the student body due to our
academic pressures. We want students to know they are more than
just what is on their graduate cer-

tificate.”
The point of the debate wasn’t
just so students could discuss the
problem with each other.

Kristofer Carta fourth-year
HTS and VP of Operations for
the Tech chapter of the Roosevelt
Institute said, “The real goal is
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to, at the end of this, to come up
with...a policy we think would
help the healthcare dilemma in
America.”
Each chapter of the Roosevelt
Institute gathers information and
suggestions from its members
before sending it up the chain of
command to the national level,
where the best ideas are forwarded
on to several US senators.
The discussion itself consisted
of nine students. Most students
present supported health reform
and some form of a public option
for healthcare.
Choudhury said, “We can’t accept healthcare, as conservatives
see it, as just another resource to
purchase.”This support was only
encouraged by information distributed at the meeting, with two
facts standing out from the rest.
First, that the US spends more
than any other nation on healthcare, and, second, that the quality
of healthcare provided ranks 37th
in the world, far below countries
that spend far less.
See Health, page 14
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Rosh Hashannah marks new year for Jewish students
By Sarah Malis
Contributing Writer

L’shana tovah! Sundown on
Sept. 18, Rosh Hashanah, the
Jewish New Year, will begin and
ends at nightfall on Sept. 20.
While Tech doesn’t have a
historically large population of
Jewish students, many still recognize and celebrate the first of the
High Holidays, also known as the
“Days of Awe”.
In other words, the period of
ten days including Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are recognized as the Days of Repentance,
which are the first ten days of the
month of Tishrei.
These days of repentance are
a time to examine one’s ways and
try to improve one’s behaviors and
actions in the anticipation of Yom
Kippur.
This repentance can take form
of morning prayers, fasting, charity or self-reflection. Rosh Hashanah is observed as a day of rest and
characterized by the blowing of
the shofar, a trumpet made from
a ram’s horn.
The sound of the shofar marks
the end of the fast on Yom Kippur,
and is blown at four particular occasions in the prayers on Rosh
Hashanah.
Yom Kippur consists of a day
of fasting, and intensive prayer in
and out of synagogue. However,
the High Holidays begin with the
more joyous of the two holidays.
Rosh Hashanah, like any good
holiday, is a time of delicious traditional food, family and prayer.
The holiday is essentially creating
a “clean slate” and a new start for
the New Year.
The “new, fresh start” of Rosh
Hashanah can be relatable to the
American New Year. People create
their resolutions, just as millions
of Jews around the world begin
a lifetime pact of hopeful begin-

nings.
Many Jewish families have
similar traditions.
“[My family] has apples and
honey, pomegranates, cooked
tongue of a cow, black-eye beans,
fish, and egg. We have a gathering two nights - the first night of
Rosh Hashanah and the second
night of Rosh Hashanah. During
the day, we go to synagogue. We
also blow the shofar,” said Sepura
Dosetareh, a first- year BME.
The apples and honey are to
symbolize a sweet new year and
the fish and egg are for the destruction of the temple.
It is considered very important
within the Jewish religion to attend synagogue on the new year.
The Rosh Hashanah service is
quite different from other services
throughout the year and is a very
unique ceremony.
Dosetareh said, “There are a
lot people there [at temple], more
than a usual Sabbath day. We also
say different prayers. People are
more joyful, but more cautious,
because Rosh Hashanah is also a
Day of Judgment, like Yom Kippur. Rosh Hashanah, like shabbos, is a day of rest, so you are not
allowed to turn on fire, etc.”
Rosh Hashanah marks a fresh
start for all, and most importantly, to begin a path of becoming a
better person.
“The most important part
of the holiday is that is the Jewish New Year. Jews and nonJews should give thanks to God
for what they have in their lives,
and try to take upon themselves
something spiritual and good that
they can do in the following year.
Whether it is tutoring the disadvantaged or praying more... Rosh
Hashanah is a time for people to
recall what they did in the past
year and set up a path to take in
the future,” said Dosetareh.
As mentioned before, Rosh

Photo by Josh Sandler/Student Publications

Apples and honey are traditionally eaten on Rosh Hashanah to symbolize the hope for a sweet new
year, and pomegranates are eaten as the “new fruit” which has not yet been eaten this season.
Hashanah is just the beginning of
the High Holidays.
Dosetareh said, “Rosh Hashanah is also a day of judgment. The
name of the righteous are written in the Book of Life and then
sealed on Yom Kippur and vice
versa. It also initiates Yom Kippur
and Sukkot, two huge holiday following the New Year. Yom Kippur is the Day of Judgment and
Sukkot is the time we celebrate
the exodus of Egypt.”
Noah Jaffe, a first year EE,
said, “First of all, you go to synagogue and you listen to the shofar.
The night before synagogue we
have a big meal, and have apples
and honey. One of the customs
is you only have sweet things, so
one time I went over to my rabbi’s
house and we had gefilte fish and
we didn’t have horseradish or pep-

per, basically no bitter things, to
signify a new year. Rosh Hashanah gives me a chance to be away
from classes and homework and
spend time with my family.”
“[Services] are extra long. Usually the shofar is blown in the
middle to give a symbolic gesture
to show people the New Year is
coming. Its like a wake up call
to trigger all the other thoughts
associated with Rosh Hashanah. There are a bunch of added
prayers specially for Rosh Hashanah where you thank God for
what he’s given you, asking him
forgiveness, and asking him for a
better year. The way I see religion
is that it’s there to make you a better person. So when Rosh Hashanah comes around the main point
is getting your ‘report card’ to see
how well you did last year and see

how you can be a better person,
be nicer to people, and do better
things. The bottom line is fixing
your mistakes for the next year. It
doesn’t matter how religious you
are, it’s about how you treat others
and how you’re growing as a person,” said Jaffe.
Rosh Hashanah is a holiday
for celebration, happiness and
family togetherness. Services are
for signifying the New Year and
recognizing that it’s time to wipe
the slate clean and restart the New
Year with good intentions and a
sense of purity.
Soon enough, it will be Yom
Kippur, or the Day of Atonement,
a far more somber holiday. But
for now, get ready to chop some
apples, bring out the honey, congregate with friends and family to
bring in the year 5770.
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What is wrong with the football helmets? Why do they keep
coming off on easy hits?
My roommate’s fine, it’s the guy next door i’d like to kick!
BAD NEIGHBOR: sucks at guitar and singing but must practice
as i’m about to go to sleep
I hate how people think the slivers have integrity, they’re creepy!
My roommate loves Jews, will you help me find her one?
Andrea finally landed a Jew? Le’Chayim !
‘scuse me ‘scuse me...I just wanted to say that the sliver 2 lines
above me...BEST SLIVER OF ALL TIME!
yo IEs, im happy for you, and imma let you finish your degrees,
but George P. Burdell was one of the best imaginary engineers
of all time
Kanye West isn’t that important! Charlie Sheen wants 20 Minutes With the President! This is NEWS!
tired after the second qtr? better be running some wind sprints
this week.
That game was winnable... just not running around like idiots.
trdant@gmail.com
damn you goldsman! why do you make us write so much for a
stupid statistics class
Kearse, is it necessary to run for Mr. Georgia Tech for a 3rd time?
I hate kernel level rootkits and I HATE how easily vista is damaged D:
Why does GA Tech’s campus always smells like hot dogs?
Please don’t. It clogs the shower drains.
Hey FB group Tall Techies doesn’t exist.
Crazy Oklahoma boy is in all my classes. FML.
West side market has Batman airheads and that
I wish I could Apparate into your bed...- TF
just made my night
Okay, so a black guy, a white guy, and Asian, and an Indian are
in line for the computer cluster...
Wearing a suit does not make you any more qualified for a job.
Do not argue. You cannot win.
happy

FOCUS

Apollo 16 astronaut inspires

Photo by Michael James /Student Publications

Apollo 16 astronaut Charlie Duke, the 10th man to walk on the
moon, spoke to students about his experiences in space.
By Reem Mansura
Development Editor

Twelve men have walked the
moon. Only nine are still alive.
This past Tuesday, Tech students
had the opportunity to listen to
the experiences of the youngest
astronaut to ever walk the moon,
Charlie Duke.
Duke was on campus to award
a $10,000 scholarship to Jonathan Walker, third-year AE, from
the Astronaut Scholarship Foundation.
Duke attended the U.S. Naval
Academy and graduated with a
degree in Naval Sciences in 1957.
He went on to attend the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

and received his Master’s degree
in Aeronautics in 1964.
Duke did not always know
what he wanted to do while growing up. During his childhood,
there were no space programs to
inspire him to become an astronaut.
“I grew up in South Carolina
and there was no space program
so I wasn’t like, ‘Mama I’m going to walk on the moon’,” Duke
said. “I got interested in graduate
school at MIT.”
In 1965, Duke graduated from
the Aerospace Research Pilot
School and in 1966 was selected
one of 19 selected for NASA’s fifth
group. In 1969, he served as capsule communicator for Apollo 11

and was picked for backup crew
on Apollo 13.
“One week before the launch
[of Apollo 13] I caught the measles and gave it to everyone else.”
Duke first set foot on the moon
with Tech graduate John Young in
April of 1972 on Apollo 16, making him the tenth person to walk
on the moon.
During his time in the astronaut program, Duke logged over
2,000 hours the simulator and
500 hours in a space suit.
“We went through rigorous
training effort, but we were really focused to get on the moon,”
Duke said.
He worked on Apollo 16 as
prime crew. Apollo 16 was the
fifth manned lunar landing mission and the first scientific expedition to inspect, survey and sample
materials on the moon.
Duke shared stories from his
first flight to the moon to his most
embarrassing moments.
“It was just a smooth ride for
three days to the moon,” Duke
said. “The moon was one of the
most beautiful sites I’ve ever seen.
Into my view on the right side
floats the Earth 16,000 miles
away. [There were] three colors in
my memory; brown, white and
the crystal blue of the ocean.”
While landing on the moon,
several problems arose.
“We missed a 40 foot crater by
about three yards,” Duke said.
Duke also showed video footage of him and the crew exploring
the moon and conducting experiments. Duke’s most embarrassing moment occurred when he
dropped several millions worth of
experiments. Thankfully, nothing
was damaged.
Duke retired from NASA in
1975.
“I only got one flight, but the
one I got was fantastic, and I was
thankful,” Duke said.
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Playboy

from page 11

Smith also has some advice for
students that are currently working to graduate at Tech.
Smith said, “My first two semesters at Tech I was so homesick I went home after a week of
classes. So I really didn’t complete
a class at Tech until Fall semester
2004. I had a lot of fun on my semesters off, often too much, and
I recommend it to anyone who is
able to take a break on occasion.
Take advantage of the fun aspects
of being in college and get out of
the library. The real-world will be
there waiting for you whenever
you graduate. Don’t be in any
rush. I obviously wasn’t, and I
would not change a single thing
about my college life. I’m still in
shock that I graduated.”
Smith just recently relocated
to New York City and is spending her time there exploring the
city. She plans to start looking for
jobs there soon and has not been
recognized in New York City yet
because of her contributions to
Playboy.

Smith misses some things
about Atlanta including her
friends, the familiarity of the city
and her dog Lola.
“NYC is great. I really love
all the new places to explore and
the subway system. I’m nervous
about the winters as I’ve never
experienced really cold weather.
I’m finding my way around easily
using Google maps on my iPhone
and everyday I find something
new and cool to do,” said Smith.
In regards to future modeling
work, Smith has been contacted
by Playboy to a few more shoots
but she does not plan to do any
more modeling other than that.
Smith’s future plans include
going to graduate school in a year
to eventually pursue a PhD in a
biomedical engineering field.
“With biomedical engineering
I can actually design and create
solutions for medical problems...
there is nothing I enjoy more than
being given an open-ended medical problem and spending time
researching ways or designing devices to solve the problem,” said
Smith.

Photo courtesy of Ashley Smith

Ashley Smith, “Girls of the ACC” model, enjoyed spending time
with friends during student activities while she was at Tech.
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Understandably, many students present at the meeting were
outraged by these statistics. Andrew Willis, fourth year AE, said,
“What we’re putting into the system are sky-rocketing premiums
and what we’re getting out is 37th
best quality? That’s just insane
behavior for the supposed worldwide leader in healthcare.”
In order to counter this, one of
the largest concerns students believe needs to be addressed is how

difficult it is for many individuals
to receive healthcare, and receive
it on a timely basis.
Carta said, “The reason we’re
so far behind is accessibility and
the fact that so many in our country don’t have access to healthcare.”
Many see broadening coverage,
with particular attention paid to
those who can’t afford insurance
and those with pre-existing conditions, as an important component
of this. In his address to Congress,
President Obama mentioned that

FOCUS

it makes better business-sense for
insurance companies to cut their
most expensive clients, and, as
grim as it may be, some students
see the logic behind this. Carta
said, “[Insurance companies] have
no incentive to care for their policy holders at the moment.”
That’s not to say that students
aren’t concerned what more government involvement in healthcare could mean for efficiency.
Even those students at the chat
that were for more government
involvement believed that in order

for health care reform to work,
particularly a public option, special consideration would have to
be given to how the system was
implemented.
Currently, plans are in the
works in Congress, but have failed
to garner much support from the
GOP, mostly due to the high
price tags associated with them.
Senator Max Baucus (D. MT), recently presented one of the newer
plans in the system, with a price
tag around $750 billion, which is
relatively conservative compared

to some other plans.
In his Sept. 16 address to Congress, Obama laid out his hopes
for healthcare reform. Chief
among them are mandated insurance, restricting private companies from denying individuals
insurance and pursuing a public
option.
Students point to successful
government-sponsored programs
in other countries - like Denmark
and Taiwan - as examples that
prove reformed healthcare would
work in the US.
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TV favorites return for new seasons
The Office
OUR TAKE: ««««

«

By Zheng Zheng
Staff Writer

The Emmy Awarding winning television series The Office took off
with its sixth season of fantastically awkward white-collar humor last
Thursday, Sept. 17. Though NBC’s mock documentary comedy has
long strayed from the equally brilliant BBC original and has developed its own style of humor, the new season pilot, “Gossip,” demonstrated a promising start to Dunder Mifflin fans everywhere for the
upcoming episodes.
“Gossip,” centered on regional manager Michael Scott’s (Steve
Carell) ingenious plan to cover up a fellow employee’s extramarital affairs with other absurd and ridiculous rumors, led off
the season effectively by introducing elements that are both
familiar to old fans and comfortable to new audiences. From
the illogical, childish behaviors of Michael Scott and the
inappropriate Dwight Schrute (Rainn Wilson) to the wits
and charms of the ever so lovable Jim and Pam (“Jam”) to
See Office, page 19

Glee
OUR TAKE: «««««
By Chris Ernst
Staff Writer

Image courtesy of NBC

Photo Illustrations by Siwan Liu

It’s Always Sunny in
Philadelphia
OUR TAKE: «««««

Glee is a new musical comedy on FOX that follows a band
of misfits in a high school glee club as they struggle to win the
acceptance of their peers, as well as a national performing arts
competition. It also features drama but seems more favorable to
the comedy side of things.
The show takes place at a fictional Ohio high school. All the characters are pretty stereotypical and do not do anything surprising.
The way every character devoutly sticks to their pre-assigned role is
almost off-putting; the characters come off as one dimensional and
stiff. However, the cast is put together well and even though the characters are uninspired, the actors are talented enough to pull it off, but
just barely.
It is painfully obvious which one is the “edgy rocker,” which is the
“fashionista,” and so on. The cheerleaders always wear their midriffbearing uniforms, even in class. These characters do nothing except
personify their stereotypes. It’s all part of Glee’s post-modern way of
See Glee, page 17

Bones
OUR TAKE: «««««

By Danny Spiller
Senior Staff Writer

By Nirav Bhatia
Contributing Writer

FX’s hit comedy, It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia, returned to the
small screen last Thursday for the fifth season of what has to be one
of the funniest shows on TV.
For the uninitiated, It’s Always Sunny follows a group of ne’er-dowells who run a bar in – you guessed it – Philadelphia. Dennis and
Dee are the two self-centered siblings, Frank is their irresponsible
father, Mac is the tough guy and Charlie is, well, Charlie.
They all bring their own special brand of stupidity to the table,
whether it is Frank’s terrible get rich quick schemes, or Charlie’s constant reassurance through his actions that he may, in fact, be mentally handicapped. The important thing to remember is that they are
all morally vacant, and watching them flounder their way through
the terrible situations they get themselves into often leads to hilarity.
This season premiered with “The Gang Exploits the Mortgage
Crisis.” Frank buys a foreclosed house, and Dennis and Mac are
determined to help him resell it for more money. The only catch is
the previous residents of the house are still living there, and their
lawyer informs the gang that the family still has time to vacate. So

The season 5 premiere of Bones last Thursday unfolded an engaging series of events, sidetracking investigation and analysis as the
cornerstones of the show, to keeping the viewers indulged for a bizarre romantic sequence of events between the hyper rationalizing
Dr. Brennan (Emily Deschanel), a scientist from D.C. devoted to
discovering and investigating the identities of the deceased from only
a few specimens of the human skeleton, and the jovial, tough, and
dedicated FBI agent Booth (David Boreanaz).
The show, like both CSI and Crossing Jordan, adds itself to a gripping suspense line-up by its fresh and original themes this season.
Fortunately, highly inflated drama doesn’t creep into the show, no
matter how intense the personal lives of the characters might seem,
be it Booth’s confusion about his feelings for Dr. Brennan, or Avalon’s reaction to her sister’s murderer.
The twist to the story line is presented in the way Booth re-unites
with the routine after recovering from his six weeks of brain surgery
by completely turning around some key elements of his own person-

See Sunny, page 19

See Bones, page 17
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Hair’s energy fails to make up for unexciting plot
THEATER

Hair
RUN DATES: Sept. 12-Oct. 10
DIRECTOR: Del Hamilton
VENUE: 7 Stages Theatre
STARRING: Naomi Lavender
and Warren E. Ullom IV

OUR TAKE: «««««
By Zimu Yang
Staff Writer

Now playing at 7 Stages Theatre near Little Five Points is the
musical Hair. Hair made its debut
in 1967 and was the culmination
of the hippie counter-cultural and
sexual revolution and of the public backlash against the Vietnam
War.
It was the cause of much controversy and debate due to its
depiction of drugs, portrayal of
sexuality, harsh language and its
irreverence to the American flag.

Glee

However, as risqué as the musical might have been back then,
its controversy has not stood the
test of time well, and the musical
is now nothing but an upbeat and
fun excuse to watch performers
sing and dance.
There is plenty of energy
amongst the cast. The music is
still a superb score, and each cast
member is a capable singer and
their dancing is amusing, always
following the same waving and
thrusting movements reminiscent
of horny hippie teenagers.
Performers aren’t afraid to get
in contact with one another, often
dry humping their partner in their
dance sequence. Neither of the
male leads are afraid to get close,
as they will often embrace and
hump each other in homoerotic
fashion.
One particularly memorable
scene is when the characters are
supposed to get high and have
an orgy, except one guy is left
all alone... how sad. Apparently,
even hippie tribes have their black

sheep.
Although the music and dancing are well-done and entertaining, the way the story plays out
made it at times difficult to follow
and haphazard.
The central plot is about hippies rebelling against ‘the man’
and balancing their rebelliousness
with conservative society and their
impending conscriptions through
song and dance. Performers lurch
from one song to the next with
nary rest or explanation. Fun at
first, at times the musical sequences inevitably bog down in length
and the audience is left to wonder
when the plot will move forward.
The structure of Hair is actually eerily similar to an episode of
Family Guy where a series of jokes
and obscure cultural references
are weakly held together by a thin
story. Hair instead has a series of
musical sequences held together
by a plot tenuous and at times difficult to care about.
Part of the problem of the plot
is there is little development of

Bones

from page 15

poking fun at high school and at
itself.
The colors are really bright
and everything is just barely over
the top. There are many Family
Guy-style flashbacks, so whenever
something in the past is mentioned, expect a flashback. It is a
cool little device that keeps the
show from stagnating. Every scene
transition features a capella music
fitting for such a show, in that it’s
more than a little ridiculous and
heavy-handed.
Traditionally glee clubs are allmale clubs that sing songs called
glees. A glee is one step above a
drinking song and about as classy,
but in harmony. In the case of
Glee, perfecting dance steps and
worrying about costumes while
singing top 40 hits definitely
stretches the definition.
Each member of the glee club
states several times that the group
is lame and the members are losers. The members make it seem
like if you are a loser then you
belong in the glee club, and suddenly every loser has plenty of
musical talent.
For not much reason, the
whole school can apparently be

the cast aside from the leads. Attempts are made to include the
ancillary characters in the performance – they would get their own
individual songs and they would
sing about their dreams or their
protests of racial prejudice, but
aside from admiration on how
highly falsetto the performers can
sing, there isn’t much reason to
care.
Threads started about the
ancillary characters are never
finished; even the parts of the
militant blacks chafing under
conscription to be sent to fight in
a white man’s war are never fully
developed. It seemed like the writers just plopped the bits about
racial tension into the musical despite race being tangential to the
main plot just because they both
occurred in the same time period.
Fully developed threads about the
conflict black men may have felt
regarding their conscription and
comparisons with that conflict
to the one felt by the main leads
would have been a compelling

Image courtesy of FOX

gathered together for a performance by these self-proclaimed
losers. Matching costumes come
out of thin air, lights and sound
work perfectly despite no technical rehearsal and no one makes
mistakes. People would really only
think they are losers if they could
not deliver with their performances, but they do. For all their
success, they have a lot of trouble
finding new members.
Actress and comedian Jane
Lynch as the head coach of the
cheerleading squad is amazing
and hilarious as usual. Her goal is
to crush the glee club because it
took part of her dry-cleaning budget. She sends in two cheerleaders to infiltrate and bring it down

The economy sucks.

Free pizza rations on Tuesdays.

7 p.m., Flag 137, Technique

from the inside. They join the
group of self-proclaimed misfits
and they, like all students at this
high school, have talent. While
the rest of the show is over the top
to get laughs, Lynch’s exaggerations are perfectly believable and
still very funny.
Despite some shortfalls, Glee
has a lot of heart and is unlike any
other show around. The characters just need to be a little more
interesting. The story is involving,
and there are some fun songs.
The show was created by Ryan
Murphy (Nip/Tuck), so it is in
good hands. Glee has a lot of potential, but could easily fall into
familiar ruts and run into the gutter.

from page 15

ality and life in the process.
The man who resented clowns
to a point of even shooting one
of them now holds an amazingly
jocular attitude towards one.
An interesting aspect is the fact
that Booth remembers Dr. Brennan as his partner and not as his
wife, disregarding the union of
the two shown in the disappointing finale of season four.
However, he still hasn’t lost his
feelings for her. His love is shown
with Dr. Sweets’ (Booth’s neurologist) critical analysis of his brain
which discovers stimulation of the
parts associated with romantic
emotions. This technical explanation for the everyday is a classic
plot-driver for the show. Without
knotty science and technology,
there would be nothing to ponder
about for the viewers.
Character analysis also was
the key highlight of the episode,
especially when it came to the
intriguing Dr. Brennan. Her reasoned approach to life was a result
of her fear of the complexities of
the world.
Dr. Brennan is baffled by the
fact that someone could love her
in spite of her confused sense of

story; unfortunately, the writers
never did that, leaving the audience entertained with energetic
songs but doing little else.
When Hair debuted its central
alluring aspect was its scandalous
content. However, modern media
has probably inured any effect the
musical must have had when it
first began.
Audiences are now used to
scantily clad or even naked people
prancing around on screen, disrespectful uses of the flag are tame
comparison to massive flag burnings around the world, and despite
modern censoring’s most valiant
efforts, people are already accustomed to harsh language played
out in front of them on their TV’s.
Hair won’t give you some riveting Shakespearean tragedy shaking your foundation to the boots,
nor will its blunt language and
sexuality shock you. It is however,
still an entertaining show where
you and your friends get to watch
people have fun singing and dancing.

personality. Maybe it’s because,
from the inside, she is often hinted to be just as fun loving as anyone else.
The ironic facet of the episode
was the fact that even though
the show and characters are submerged in the advancements of
science and technology, it was
spiritual powers that ultimately
lead them to the eleven bodies
found under a fountain in D.C.
and to most of their clues.
Aside from Booth and Dr.
Brennan, other characters such as
Zack, Angela and Camille unfortunately cease to add an interesting or humorous diversion to the
episode, as their actions revolve
mainly around the central case.
Season five is definitely introduced with a much more engrossing story line than in the case of
its previous counterpart, which
probably crumbled by the replacement of Zack with other wacky
interns and with personal conflicts hogging up the place of absorbing mysteries.
It is certainly the comeback
that any Bones fan would expect,
with a balanced amount of dramatic space and, more importantly, the usual action packed crime
solving.
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Brown’s new Symbol thrills but lacks originality
BOOKS

The Lost Symbol
AUTHOR: Dan Brown
GENRE: Thriller, mystery
fiction
PUBLISHER: Doubleday
PAGE COUNT: 528
RELEASED: Sept. 15, 2009

OUR TAKE: ««« «
By Yameen Huq
Contributing Writer

Bored of all the B-rated thrillers and their predictable plots, clichéd twists and contrived ideas?
Waiting for the book you can’t
put down?
Well, the wait is over.
Dan Brown’s latest thriller,
The Lost Symbol, has all the classic elements of a good thriller: a
twist in every chapter, esoteric
elements, believable, but difficult
puzzles and truly evil villains. The
novel continues what the author
excelled at in The Da Vinci Code
in terms of style, while still continuing some of the weaknesses in
substance and believability.
The novel starts in a manner similar to Brown’s previous
books. The main character, Robert Langdon, receives a sudden yet
seemingly normal request from an
old friend requiring his academic
expertise in “symbiology,” a fictional field involving the study of
ancient symbols.
As soon as Langdon reaches his
destination, however, he finds that
things are not what they seem.
Everything from the one call to
his transportation and the actual
lecture have all been carefully orchestrated by a mad power-broker,
someone bent on using any means
necessary to achieve his perverse,
psychotic desires.

The madman has captured
Langdon’s dear friend, Peter Solomon, and uses him as a bargaining
chip to force Langdon into solving
ancient riddles that will allow access to age-old wisdom and power.
Of course, like any other history thriller, it’s up to the hero to
play into the hands of the villain
and solve the riddles necessary to
save his friend. Along the way he
receives help from Solomon’s sister
Katherine, a physicist in a pseudoscientific field with links to New
Age thought and mysticism called
Noetics.
All of this sounds simple and
linear, but complicating matters
further is Inoue Sato, a highranking CIA officer who has no
moral limits when it comes to
maintaining order and stability in
the world.
All of these characters converge in what is essentially a
deadly mix of “hide and seek” and
“keep away” where all characters,
even allies, must keep their guard
against all others.
Stylistically this novel is reminiscent of Brown’s previous work.
Descriptions are simple but detailed, designed to heighten the
fast pace of the novel. Chapters
are kept light and quick, sometimes only a paragraph long, in
order maintain interest.
Occasionally, this is a detriment, as some of the descriptions
seem almost lifted from his previous novels, particularly in his
characters’ descriptions.
Some of the descriptions of
the rituals and more antagonistic
characters border on grotesque
and can be quite unsettling for
some readers.
While the novel is not boring,
there are more moments that seem
a little contrived and even predictable. One of the biggest twists in
the book has become so commonplace in film and books that one

wonders if it was meant to be a
twist at all.
The novel is a bit lengthy, but
the relatively easy language and
immersive atmosphere makes this
much easier to finish than novels
of similar length.
Emotions and human drama
are not the focus of this novel but
for those who want a little touch
of humanity, there’s plenty to be
found here. The characters are not

particularly deep or complex but
are given enough back-story to
seem real, giving most readers a
deep enough connection to care
about them.
The villain in this story,
Mal’Akh, is particularly noteworthy. His character is given more
development time than anyone
else, making this almost a novel
about him instead of Langdon.
Epitomizing evil to the point of

Image courtesy of Doubleday

caricature, the character serves as
the catalyst for everyone else’s action.
As is the pitfall of many villains, he at times seems one-dimensional and more like a force
of nature than a genuine human
being. There are occasional moments in the Mal’Akh’s past that
attempt to give him more depth,
but there are few details given to
explain these moments.
The universe is fully fleshedout and Brown’s in-depth research
shows in the novel’s explanation
of vast cryptic and secret histories.
There’s plenty of food for thought
for conspiracy theorists with all
the secret societies, underground
science and government cover-ups
found in this novel.
Religion’s relationship to humanity throughout history is
still at the forefront of this novel.
However, religion’s relationship
to science is now another key
point particularly in its connection to the mysticism of the past.
This is shown in the organization.
The novel centers itself upon the
Freemasons and their attempts to
reconcile the forgotten aspects of
religion and science.
While his previous novels may
have offended mainstream religion, this work might have a different effect, to annoy mainstream
science. The novel places much
emphasis on Noetic science, a
pseudoscience in which thoughts
can determine reality and souls
have substance. It makes for entertaining reading but lacks scientific
merit.
Stylistically pleasing despite
its occasional lack of originality,
The Lost Symbol will captivate you
with well-researched history, entertaining (yet underdeveloped)
characters and heavy suspense.
Just remember to leave your skepticism at the door before picking
up this novel.
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To the three fat girls in PHYS2211 B09 lab: shut the f&*% up.
Girls with glasses are hot.
tech crc
Tech needs a dating site to balance these academic sites.
or at least one that has a list of parties
my hw: listen to music...genius
Overheard in GT1000: Sideways is the only dog burried on campus... but we burried a whole team of them last year!
nancy
investiture
“we need an iron, not one of those pansy ones...”
if they put loud music and shut the lights off on at the career fair
it would feel just like a club
waiting in library queue, stressing about my 2 tests tomorrow,
watching 2 people twitter and 3 others on facebook
junomean
can i havae a baby
Burdell
George Burdell
megan- my motivation start high on sunday then decreases exponentially over the week (giggle)
me- u just said exponentially and giggled...
NERD!!!
‘at night i feel like a vampire.’
really? what exactly do vampires feel like? toothy?
to whoever said sliver me timbers, thank you
i bet that guy who told me not to do it when i was a freshman is
mad... heheh ;)
and to you both, arrgh, we pirated your sliver =D
I never got to say to the ppl last year: who ever put the ü in a
sliver about Zürich , you are my hero
i hope you didn’t graduate allready.
Stüber is a great prof
.Stop being the Kanye West of people’s food, its just rude to steal
it and give some stupid reason for eating it
Don’t hate, procreate!

ENTERTAINMENT

Office

from page 15

each of the individual supporting
characters, every bit of personality within the show was somehow
connected by the rumors circulating the office. Not only was this
a great way to introduce all the
characters of the series to the new
viewers, it also allowed old fans to
quickly reunite with their old onscreen favorites.
The Office, for those who have
not experienced it, is a form of
classy entertainment as it is neither extremely dark nor dominated by strong language and explicit
material.
The jokes in the show are both
witty and in good taste. Though
sensitive subjects such as race or
sex often come up, they are executed in such a manner that the
audience in no way feels uncomfortable. This is mainly due to the
fact that the humor is expressed so
bluntly that the audience cannot
possibly take it seriously.

For example, although both
homosexuality and marital infidelity played a heavy part in season 6 episode “Gossip,” the entire
thirty minutes felt like a picnic at
the beach, full of happiness and
laughter.
However, this does have its
drawbacks of sometimes giving
off the impression that The Office takes most controversial and
important matters lightly. Quite
the contrary, the show radiates
powerful political statements by
mocking the characters instead.
By showing the ignorance of
characters such as Michael Scott,
Dwight Schrute and Andy Bernard (Ed Helms), the show mocks
the simplicity with which people
act in regards to race, sex or human rights. The Office creates humor which is apparent throughout
the latest season.
The unique blend of different,
flawed, personalities and their
interactions within a mundane
working environment makes it
hard for anyone to not be able to

find at least one character that intriguing. Plus, the often outright
ridiculous and unimaginable stories and comments provided by
these people are what make the
show so addictive.
Over the past few years, the
show has had its share of downtimes. Sometimes an entire
episode will be tasteless humor
elaborated by Scott’s childish
acts. Sometimes the show gets so
caught up in the five minutes that
defined the relationship between
Jim and Pam that it “forgot” to
make the rest of the twenty-five
minutes entertaining. Other
times, episodes go on with no entertainment values at all.
If last Thursday proved anything, it was that the new season
of The Office found a new balance between sharing characters
and still providing witticism. It
is exciting to see that it has the
potential to once again dominate
Thursday night television. So for
those who are simply looking for a
feel-good comedy, this is it.
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Sunny

from page 15

while Charlie decides to challenge
this lawyer to a battle of legal wits
(and later a duel), Dennis and
Mac start preparing their “good
cop/bad cop” real estate team of
Hugh Honey and Vic Vinegar.
Meanwhile, Dee is attempting to
become a surrogate mother, but
she is unknowingly giving the
couple every reason why she is the
wrong choice.
Plot-wise, this round of disasters is pretty tame for the gang.
Considering the misadventures
they have had in the past, there is
nothing too shocking in this season’s opener, but that’s not to say
that it isn’t funny.
It still has plenty of the howcould-you-be-so-dumb and howcould-you-be-so-self-absorbed
humor.
Dennis and Mac are great as
the Hugh Honey and Vic Vinegar
duo, and Frank (played by Danny
DeVito) is just as surly as ever.

As always though, the real star
is Charlie, whose idiocy simply
knows no bounds.
His insistence on winning the
case against the lawyer (Brian Unger as a great cameo) is fantastic
in both its ridiculousness and its
execution.
However, the episode will not
go down in It’s Always Sunny history as one of the best. While it’s
a solid opening to the show’s fifth
season, it doesn’t hold up to the
likes of highly irreverent and offensive episodes like “Sweet Dee is
Dating a Retarded Person.”
What’s important is that the
actors are still so committed to
their characters that it almost
doesn’t matter what the plot is.
The characters are so morally
reprehensible that you don’t care
what happens to them. And that’s
a good thing. Here’s to hoping the
gang continues to make horrible
decisions, doing anything and everything to help themselves while
subsequently destroying their
lives.

technique
the south’s liveliest college newspaper.
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Informant disappoints with incompetent plot
FILM

The Informant!
GENRE: Comedy, Drama
STARRING: Matt Damon
DIRECTOR: Steven
Soderbergh
RATING: R
RELEASED: Sept. 18, 2009

cat out of the bag.
The audience is then whisked
on an adventure into the life of
an informant. Taping the dirty
deeds of the corporate heads for
three years, Whitacre successfully
gathers the information necessary
to expose one of the largest pricefixing scams of all time.
However, there are some hangups that are revealed at the end of

the investigation.
No longer the hero, the lies
come crashing down upon Whitacre’s head as he scrambles to dig
himself out of an enormous hole.
The story is interesting, although
it doesn’t seem to hold much room
for humor.
Much like the character of
Mark Whitacre, the movie derives
most of its comedy from a few

random moments that really spice
up the story. For those who might
wish to be more informed as to
this film’s overall atmosphere,
look no further than Charlie Wilson’s War.
The general feelings of these
two films are quite similar. Both
were marketed by demonstrating
their comedic moments and involved one man against a larger

OUR TAKE: «««««
By Kenny Phillips
Senior Staff Writer

The Informant! encapsulates
the story of Mark Whitacre and
his crusade against white-collar
crime. Whitacre, who was president of Bio-Products at the Archer Daniels Midland company
at the time, turns whistle-blower
for the FBI. Though first told in
Kurt Eichenwald’s The Informant,
Steven Soderbergh fashions a new
and intriguing comedy film from
the plot of Eichenwald’s rather
journalistic book.
As might be inferred, the movie takes its title from the actions of
Mark Whitacre during his tenure
gathering intelligence from inside
Archer Daniels Midland.
The FBI, taking interest in
Whitacre after a phone tapping
incident, have no idea of what is
going on until Whitacre lets the

Image courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures

organization. Both movies sought
to make larger points about society.
Although in The Informant!
the audience will not find much
political commentary, the release
of this film during a time of economic turmoil can hardly be seen
as coincidental.
To continue on this path, I
cannot say The Informant! ranks
well enough to combat Charlie
Wilson’s War in the field of entertainment, but Matt Damon’s role
as Mark Whitacre certainly makes
it a dark horse.
It was hard not to concentrate
on the awkward protagonist,
making it a difficult task to praise
or rebuke the other, almost unnoticeable, actors and actresses.
The set and direction seemed a bit
muddled as well.
I found that I gleaned a setting
from the ‘70s in the cinematic
style, costumes and physical sets
and in the “totally groovy” font
announcing the dates to be in the
early ‘90s. It was a bit off-putting
– as if Sonderbergh was trying to
make a convoluted reference to
some bygone time of corporate
high life.
The Informant! is not an extremely competent film, but in
this rather dry time for comedies
it just might be the best moviegoers can do for a moderate number
of new laughs.

Save a tree! Read us online!
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THEME CROSSWORD: FIRST IN LINE
By Robert Zimmerman
United Features Syndicate
ACROSS
1. Gardener’s nemesis
6. Composer Andre
12. “Too bad!”
16. Beethoven’s 3rd symphony
17. Wishful remark
18. Overnight case
21. First play to win a Tony
Award (1948)
23. Sign of mourning, at
times
25. Chose
26. Woodwinds
27. Travels
29. - vs. Wade
30. Kicker’s five
31. Twerps
32. Early Europeans
33. Cabbage
34. Right angle
35. Zones
36. Uniform color?
37. Persian Gulf emirate
38. Serving
40. Government

security
41. Make well
42. Before, in poetry
43. Avoid
44. Clark Gable, e.g.
46. - Park, Calif.
49. First actress to win an Oscar (1927)
53. Navy’s environment
55. Boxed spreads
56. In the know
57. Ms. O’Donnell
58. Hoover, for one
59. Pinball announcement
60. Fifth wheel?
61. Mumbai beggar
62. Fill to the max
63. Serpentine curve
64. Stir alternative
65. Coaxed
66. Novelist Carr (“The Alienist”)
67. Although
68. First to win the Pulitzer
Prize for the Novel (1918)
70. Doglike animal
71. Socks cover them

73. Part of NRA: abbr.
74. Roman Pluto
75. Over again
76. Salad-oil server
78. Upholstery materials
82. Chicanery
84. Weather-changer
85. Literary genre
87. Separation at Wimbledon
88. “Picnic” playwright
89. Topmost point
90. Mariner’s guide
91. Long story
92. California’s is Big
93. Bed linen
94. Bright-colored serpent
95. Curtain onstage
96. Ivy, e.g.
98. First to win the Nobel
Prize for literature (1901)
101. Put on display, as a museum artifact
102. June golf event
103. Actor Ben
104. Kitchen-floor debris
105. Measures in Manchester
106. Dollars in Durban

DOWN
1. Mediterranean capital
2. Where backpackers may
crash
3. Church events
4. Cooled down
5. “- for the course”
6. Fear, to a fault
7. Automatons
8. Blunt swords
9. - libre
10. Follower: suffix
11. “This is easy!”
12. Door-knock response in

Sorrento
13. Adds fat before cooking
14. Mendicant’s request
15. Sister, maybe
16. Poured it on, onstage
19. First to win the Pulitzer
Prize for poetry (1918)
20. Part of a bomber name
22. Wheel on a spur
24. Hunter’s quarry
28. Peter’s “A Shot in the
Dark” co-star
31. Faithful
32. Cheech partner

33. Syrup brand
35. Hairdos
36. Grid legend Rockne
37. Part of a ream
39. Spartan serf
40. Word of comfort
41. Cathedral section
43. Some drums
44. Gridiron location
45. Tidy up
46. Choir piece
47. Miracle-working O.T.
prophet
48. First to win the National

Book Award (1950)
49. Land of the Rising Sun’s
50. Conscious
51. Onetime Spanish
kingdom
52. Hayseed
54. One-celled creature
60. Shakespeare’s Kate
61. Rime
62. Authority, informally
64. Monica of tennis
65. Disgruntled

66. Frijoles seasoning
69. Razz
72. Prop for praying
74. Adroit
76. Canadian tribe
77. Pulpit
78. Passion for art
79. Without a weapon
80. Governments
81. Flower part
82. Minn. neighbor
83. Habituate

84. French brothers
85. Machine tool
86. Markers of piled stones
89. Thorax
90. Thin pancake
91. Disdain
93. Boom or bowsprit
94. Shoelace problem
95. Gospel’s George Beverly 97. Prefix with system
99. Opp. of WNW
100. VCR successor
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PILED HIGHER & DEEPER BY JORGE CHAM

CROSSWORD SOLUTION FROM PAGE 21

COMICS

NON SEQUITUR BY WILEY

COMICS

NON SEQUITUR BY WILEY

DILBERT ® BY SCOTT ADAMS
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Football
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The Jackets stalled and decided
to try to convert a fourth-and-one
situation, but a false start penalty
forced them to punt; the snap was
off track, and redshirt sophomore
punter Chandler Anderson was
forced to kick the ball out of the
end zone, resulting in a safety that
gave Miami a 33-10 lead at the
end of three quarters.
Tech added a score when Nesbitt hit Thomas for a 56-yard

touchdown, but it was the only
sign of life from the Jackets in the
final quarter.
Miami used its running game
to run down the clock, as James
and Cooper combined for nine
carries on a drive that lasted nearly five minutes before ending with
a missed field goal.
The Jackets’ final drive saw
Nesbitt get sacked twice, throw
an interception that was negated
by a roughing-the-passer penalty
and fumble the ball. He recovered

from that sequence and threw an
accurate deep pass to Thomas, but
the ball bounced off the receiver’s
fingertips and fell incomplete.
Two plays later, Tech turned over
the ball on downs, and Miami ran
the final seconds off the clock.
The offense struggled against a
quick Hurricanes defense that had
ten days to prepare for the game
and seemed to have made the most
of the time. Miami contained junior B-back Jonathan Dwyer,
holding him to just seven yards on

Staﬀ Picks

Sept. 26

Prasadh
(35-24)*

Cappetta
(36-23)*

Hoffman
(34-25)*

Lee
(35-24)*

Staff
(34-25)*

#1 Florida (-21) vs. Kentucky

UF

UK

UK

UF

UK

UTEP vs. #2 Texas (-35)

UT

UT

UTEP

UT

UT

Arkansas vs. #3 Alabama (-14.5)

Ala.

Ala.

Ala.

Ark.

Ark.

Iowa vs. #5 Penn State (-11)

Iowa

Iowa

Iowa

Iowa

PSU

#6 California (-7) vs. Oregon

Cal

Cal

Cal

Cal

Ore.

#7 LSU (-15) vs. Mississippi State

LSU

LSU

LSU

LSU

LSU

#8 Boise State (-16) vs. Bowling Green

BSU

BSU

BG

BSU

BSU

#9 Miami vs. #11 Virginia Tech (-2)

Mia.

Mia.

Mia.

Mia.

Mia.

Washington State vs. #12 USC (-43)

WSU

WSU

WSU

WSU

WSU

Illinois vs. #13 Ohio State (-15)

tOSU

tOSU

Ill.

Ill.

tOSU

Fresno State vs. #14 Cincinnati (-14)

Cinn.

Cinn.

Cinn.

Fres. St.

Cinn.

#15 TCU vs. Clemson (-1.5)

Clem.

TCU

TCU

Clem.

TCU

Grambling St. vs. #16 Okla. St. (NL)

OSU

OSU

OSU

OSU

OSU

Texas Tech vs. #17 Houston (pick ‘em)

TTU

TTU

Hou.

TTU

Hou.

South Florida vs. #18 Florida St. (-12)

FSU

FSU

FSU

FSU

FSU

Colorado State vs. #19 BYU (-18)

BYU

BYU

BYU

BYU

BYU

Southern Miss vs. #20 Kansas (-14)

KU

KU

KU

KU

KU

Arizona State vs. #21 Georgia (-13)

UGA

UGA

ASU

UGA

UGA

Indiana vs. #23 Michigan (-18)

UM

UM

UM

UM

UM

#24 Washington vs. Stanford (-9)

UW

UW

UW

UW

UW

La.-Lafayette vs. #25 Nebraska (-24)

Neb.

Neb.

Neb.

Neb.

Neb.

*All voters picked LSU to cover last week and received an extra win because the game was left out in print.

five carries before Dwyer left late
in the first half with a shoulder injury. Allen led Tech with 45 yards
and a touchdown; he and redshirt
sophomore B-back Preston Lyons—who had one carry—were
the only Jackets to average over
three yards per carry.
Nesbitt was able to connect on
some deep passes late in the game,
but once again the only receiver to
make a catch was Thomas, who
had six receptions for 133 yards to
mirror Nesbitt’s passing numbers.
“Can we be better on offense?
You bet, and we need to be better. We need to block the perimeter better...We have to do a lot of
things better,” Johnson said.
More concerning, though, were
the struggles of Tech’s defense.
After the Hurricanes opened by
attacking through the passing
game, they were able to establish
the running game against Tech’s
six-man defensive front. The Jackets could not contain Miami’s balanced offense through the air or
on the ground and only forced the
Hurricanes to punt once.
Asked whether the switch
back to a traditional 4-3 defensive
scheme from the current 4-2-5
might be in order, Johnson said
that the scheme did not matter.
“It won’t matter what we play if
we don’t put our eyes where they
belong and play defense. That’s
part of our problem. We worry
too much about all of that stuff…
We could play a 4-12-9 and it
won’t matter,” Johnson said.
Injuries also became a concern
for Tech. Dwyer sat for the entire
second half, but he has practiced
since and is expected to play this
week. Redshirt junior defensive
end Robert Hall suffered a knee
injury that will keep him out of
the lineup against North Carolina, and two defensive backs—junior Dominique Reese and sophomore Cooper Taylor—remain
questionable for Saturday’s game
with undisclosed injuries.

!"#$%!

Basketball preseason trip to
Canada nixed
The men’s basketball team
cancelled three exhibition games
scheduled to take place over fall
break against a pair of Canadian
college teams.
The series went against an
NCAA rule that prevents teams
from making international trips
within 30 days of the beginning of
preseason practices. Tech received
a waiver to play the series, but decided in the end not to go.
The Jackets were set to play
two games against the University
of Windsor and one against the
University of Western Ontario
from October 3-5. It would have
been Tech’s first international trip
since 1991.

Rain washes
away softball
exhibitions
The first four games of Tech
softball’s “fall ball” series against
local opponents were called off
due to the recent heavy rains. For
this weekend, Tech had scheduled
a Saturday doubleheader against
Georgia Perimeter College and
a Sunday doubleheader against
Georgia State to be played at
Mewborn Field.
Weather permitting, on Sunday the team will play its annual
Alumnae game between past and
present Jackets players. The following weekend Tech will face
North Georgia and Kennesaw
State to conclude the fall series.

sliver
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No I will not join your sorority!
People stare at the numbers on the elevator to avoid eye contact
with strangers.
Tall girls: I never go up to any of you because you all look pissed
whenever I look at you.
Whoever took my umbrella, go DIAF.
Some professors should take the TOEFL
EAGLEBUTT! hi.
Why can I not beat the crap out of my non-contributing teammember? Why is it illegal?
He wasn’t being productive anyway, then he won’t be in a state
to be productive.
He’ll have a genuine reason, atleast then.
tim tebow no like people talk about coach
tim tebow no like tennesse
tim tebow heisman
tim tebow beat tennesse
tim tebow throw interception
tim tebow fumble
tim tebow only win by 10
tim tebow sorry
tim tebow kinda drop ball a little bit on that one
tim tebow maybe go think of new speech
tim tebow tim tebow
PS sorry to hear about the herp.
pi mile does not have a marker at every quarter mile. does NOT.
Just heard a 7 year old use the F word... I died a little bit on the
inside
Paul Johnson SMASH!
watching the GaTech Miami game and this is why I say GT
football=overrated
We have a defense, really oh could have fooled me.
GT Football: 2nd Down every play = Nesbitt up the middle for
no gain or a loss. Ultimate fail :(
Either teach Nesbitt how to pass, or get a new QB.
Wo-Mo must go (that’s Dave Wommack FYI)

SPORTS

Technique t4FQUFNCFS t 

Volleyball

GSPNQBHF
ing spot at rightside hitter, while
defensive specialist Hannah Tucci
and outside hitter Susan Carlson
have become reliable reserves.
The freshmen are making the
transition from high school to
collegiate volleyball well. “[College coaching] is definitely more
rough, and you know they’ll
call you out on and fix all your
mistakes. But I really enjoy it; it
makes me a better player, and they
tell you how to do better because
they’re there to make the team
better,” Mead said.
The team has also meshed well
with Johnson, who replaced Bond
Shymansky as Tech’s head coach.
Shymansky coached the Jackets
since 2002 and averaged 24.6
victories per season, the highest
among active ACC coaches prior
to his departure. Early indications
are that Johnson has earned the
players’ trust and is well-equipped
to continue the recent success.
“At first it was hard, like with
anyone else, to understand who
[Johnson] is as a coach and to understand who we are as players…
But we’re really happy with the
coaching staff,” DeMichelis said.
DeMichelis finds that the team
can have fun while still being
competitive, understanding and
tight together.
The players and coaches are
also appreciative of the support
of Tech fans at every game, which
likely has factored into the team’s
6-0 home record.
“I love that crowd. It’s electric,
and the players feed off it,” Johnson said.
The Jackets will look to draw
on the home-court advantage this
weekend as the team plays in a
pair of home games against North
Carolina State tonight and North
Carolina on Sunday. Tech opened
ACC play in the Courtyard Classic opener with a five-set victory
over Clemson and will look to
move to 3-0 against ACC opponents after this weekend.

1IPUPCZ+PIO/BLBOP Student Publications

Elizabeth Kilborn makes a return during the Georgia Tech Invitational at the Bill Moore Tennis Center. Kilborn
won two singles matches and teamed with Sasha Krupina for two doubles wins in her first collegiate tourney.

Tennis

GSPNQBHF
nament runner-up. Blau won 1-6,
7-5, 6-2 against Miami’s Danielle
Mills, making a comeback from
a three-game second set deficit.
Other singles wins on the day
came from Davis and sophomore
Viet Ha Ngo.
The Jackets picked up a pair
of wins over Georgia in Saturday
doubles play. Falconi and McDowell earned an 8-1 victory over
the Bulldogs’ tandem of Gullickson and Yvette Hyndman.
Krupina and Kilborn pulled
out an 8-5 win over Georgia’s
Naoka Ueshima and Cameron
Ellis. Davis and Blau took down
a Princeton pair as Tech swept its
doubles matches.
On the last day of tourna-

ment play, Krupina and Blau each
earned come-from-behind singles
victories against Georgia players.
Krupina lost her opening set to
Hyndman but fought back for a
4-6, 7-6, 6-2 victory. Blau battled
back to win a tiebreaker and defeat Ellis 1-6, 6-4, 7-6 (5). Davis
earned her third victory on the
weekend with a 7-6, 6-4 win over
Ueshima. Kilborn closed out her
first collegiate tournament with a
victory over Marable.
McDowell and Falconi will
represent the Jackets at the 2009
Riviera Women’s All-American
Tennis Championships in Pacific
Palisades, Calif. They won the
tournament’s doubles title last
year and will participate in the
main singles and doubles draws.
The men’s team traveled to

Athens for the Southern Intercollegiate Championship (CSIC), the
nation’s oldest fall college tennis
tournament. The SIC featured
participants from 28 schools and
was divided into three singles
and two doubles divisions, with a
champion from each division.
Junior Guillermo Gomez, the
nation’s No. 5 player, was seeded
No. 3 in Division I along with
Tech junior Eliot Potvin, transfer Dean O’Brien and sophomore
Kevin King. All four players had
byes into the round of 64 and began play on Friday afternoon.
Sophomore Dusan Miljevic
was seeded No. 8 in Division II,
which also included senior Austin
Roebuck, juniors Doug Kenny,
Ryan Smith and Miguel Muguruza, and freshman Magin Ortiga.

The doubles teams in Division
I included Gomez with Ortiga
and Smith with O’Brien. Roebuck
and Kenny, Miljevic and King,
and Muguruza and Potvin competed in Division II doubles play.
Tech went undefeated on the
first day of gameplay as Potvin,
Gomez and O’Brien each won
their singles matches in Division
I. Roebuck won in both Division
II singles and doubles, winning
7-5, 6-4 against Joe Nicolazzi in
singles play and teaming with
Potvin to defeat William John
and Timion Meijs in doubles by
the score of 8-1.
After day two of gameplay,
Gomez was able to push into the
quarterfinals of Division I singles.
Muguruza, Miljevic and Roebuck
were able to survive through the
day and make it into the round of
16 in Division II singles.
In the round of 32 for Division
I singles, both Gomez and Potvin
were able to advance. In the round
of 16, though, Potvin was unable
to win again after dropping his
match in the third set to Duke’s
Henrique Cunha 2-6, 6-2, 1-0
(8). In Division II singles, Ortiga
fell against Brock Sakey in the
round of 64.
Gomez was declared co-champion in Division I on Monday
after reaching the finals. Miljevic
also advanced to the semifinals
in Division II before all remaining matches were cancelled due to
heavy rains and flooding.
In the quarterfinals, Gomez
defeated Vanderbilt’s Ryan Lipman 6-1, 3-6, 1-0 (3) and also
eliminated Cunha 6-2, 6-3. He
shared the championship with
Georgia’s Nate Schnugg. There
was no champion in Division II
singles due to rain, but Miljevic
was able to advance to the semifinals after both quarterfinal competitors who would have faced
him withdrew.
The men’s team has this weekend off and will prepare to host
the Georgia Tech Fall Invitational
from Oct. 3-5.

SPORTS
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Volleyball looks to continue success vs. ACC opponents
By Andrew Nelson
Contributing Writer
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Jordan McCullers makes a dig during a game at O’Keefe Gym. McCullers
has been the team’s primary libero and leads Tech with 3.73 digs per set.

The Jackets’ volleyball team
begins conference play in earnest
this weekend, and the team’s 7-4
record through four early-season
invitational tournaments has generated confidence and enthusiasm
among the coaches and players.
Tech started off with a five-set
victory over Georgia in the season opener and has seen success
throughout the first four weeks
of the season. The team has swept
both of its home invitational tournaments, and the Jackets’ 1-4 record so far on the road has come
against talented competition.
The Jackets have also had a
number of notable individual performances along the way, with two
players earning ACC Volleyball
Player of the Week awards so far:
one for freshman rightside hitter
Monique Mead and one for senior
middle blocker Brittany Roderick. Mead earned the recognition
after posting 37 kills and 30 digs
in the season-opening Georgia
Tech Regency Suites Invitational,
including 20 kills in the win over

Georgia, as she powered Tech’s
attack in the three-game sweep.
Roderick earned the honor after
leading Tech to a 3-0 sweep in the
Courtyard Classic with an average of 2.54 kills and 0.77 blocks
per set for the weekend.
This is Head Coach Tonya
Johnson’s first season with the
Jackets after 11 years of collegiate volleyball coaching at LSU
and Texas. She left the latter after
the Longhorns posted a 31-3 record last season and reached the
NCAA Final Four.
Johnson’s success has continued early on as the Jackets won
their opener and have picked up
six more early-season wins.
“I think we’ve been pretty successful so far, and hopefully some
day we can be in the top ten,”
Johnson said.
Johnson’s initial goals for her
first season include executing fundamentals well, an especially important task for the six freshmen
on the team. She has changed the
training style slightly, running
drills and working on techniques
for blocking and defense during
practice.

“[The drills] really break [the
game] down for every aspect, and
every drill has a purpose,” said senior outside hitter Chrissy DeMichelis.
During the weekend games,
Johnson noticed several areas for
the team to improve upon, including improving their transition
game, keeping the outside hitters
in rhythm and playing the ball a
little higher. Still, the team was
facing top competition in No. 9
Minnesota and a Denver team
that went 25-7 last season, and
even though the Jackets lost both
matches at the Denver Pioneer
Classic, Mead was happy to have
the chance to play against a team
in the national top ten.
As the team heads into the
ACC schedule in earnest, returning players are meshing well with
the large group of six freshmen,
who have replaced five graduated
seniors. Johnson says the team has
been very receptive to the newcomers, many of whom have been
able to contribute significantly
already. Mead has earned a startSee Volleyball, page 25
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NORTH CAROLINA at GA. TECH - SEPT. 26 (12 PM)
/PSUI$BSPMJOBJTDVSSFOUMZPOFPGGPVS"$$UFBNTSBOLFEJOUIF"15PQBGUFSTUBSUJOHUIFTFBTPO4BUVSEBZTHBNFBHBJOTU
5FDINBSLTUIFCFHJOOJOHPGUIF5BS)FFMT"$$TDIFEVMF
5IF6/$EFGFOTFIBTIFMEUFBNTUPBOBWFSBHFPGZBSETQFSHBNFPGUPUBMPòFOTFBOEGPSDFEBUMFBTUPOFUVSOPWFSJOFBDI
HBNF5IFZIBWFBMMPXFEKVTUUISFFUPVDIEPXOTPOUIFTFBTPOBOEUPUBMQPJOUTJOUISFFHBNFT*OUIFJSHBNFBHBJOTU&BTU
$BSPMJOB6OJWFSTJUZMBTUXFFL TPQIPNPSFEFGFOTJWFFOE3PCFSU2VJOOIBEBDBSFFSIJHIUXPTBDLTJOBWJDUPSZ
"HBJOTU$POOFDUJDVUJOXFFLUXP 6/$TPòFOTFHBJOFEKVTUUPUBMZBSETBOEDPNNJUUFEUXPUVSOPWFST CVUUIFJSEFGFOTF
XBTBCMFUPIPMEUIF)VTLJFTUPZBSETPGPòFOTF5IF5BS)FFMTDBNFCBDLJOUIFGPVSUIRVBSUFSBOE XJUIUIFTDPSFUJFEBU 
UIFZUPPLUIFMFBEXIFOBSBSF)VTLJFTIPMEJOHQFOBMUZJOUIFFOE[POFSFTVMUFEJOBTBGFUZ6/$IFMEPOUPXJO
8IJMFUIFPòFOTFJTBWFSBHJOHOFBSMZQPJOUTBHBNF UIFZIBWFTUJMMTUSVHHMFEUPIPMEPOUPUIFCBMM5IF5BS)FFMTEFGFOTFXBT
BCMFUPGPSDFTFWFOUVSOPWFST CVUUIFPòFOTFIBTDPNNJUUFEUIFTBNFOVNCFSPGUVSOPWFST5IFPòFOTFIBTCFFOMFECZKVOJPSRVBS
UFSCBDL5+:BUFT XIPIBTUISPXOGPSZBSET BOEKVOJPSSVOOJOHCBDL4IBVO%SBVHIO XIPIBTSVTIFEGPSZBSETPODBSSJFT
5IFJSQSPEVDUJPOIBTCFDPNFCFUUFSBTUIFTFBTPOIBTHPOFPO XJUI:BUFTJODSFBTJOHIJTQBTTFSSBUJOHCZNPSFUIBOQPJOUT
GSPNIJTöSTUPVUJOHBHBJOTU5IF$JUBEFM XIFOIFXBTGPSGPSZBSET%SBVHIOSFCPVOEFEGSPNBSPVHIHBNFBHBJOTU6$POO
UPQPTUZBSETPOUIFHSPVOEJOUIFXJOPWFS&BTU$BSPMJOB
5FDITSVOPòFOTF /PJOUIFOBUJPOXJUIOFBSMZZBSETPOUIFHSPVOEQFSHBNF GBDFTUIF5BS)FFMTSVOEFGFOTF /PJOUIF
OBUJPOBGUFSIPMEJOHUIFJSöSTUUISFFPQQPOFOUTUPBOBWFSBHFPGZBSETQFSHBNF5IF6/$PòFOTJWFMJOFXJMMMPPLUPCFUUFSQSPUFDU
:BUFTXJUI5FDISFETIJSUKVOJPSEFGFOTJWFMJOFNBO3PCFSU)BMMCFJOHPVUGPSUIFHBNF

VS.

"GUFSUIFöSTUUISFFHBNFTPGUIFTFBTPOUIFKBDLFUTBSFTUSVHHMJOHPOCPUITJEFTPGUIFCBMM8JUIBEFGFOTFUIBUJTDVSSFOUMZ
SBOLFEJOUIFCPUUPNUIJSEJO'#4 HJWJOHVQBOBWFSBHFPGZBSETQFSHBNF BOEBOPòFOTFUIBUIBTTUSVHHMFEUPPQFOVQPQ
QPSUVOJUJFTUISPVHIUIFBJS UIF+BDLFUTBSFMPPLJOHUPSFCPVOEJOUIFJSUIJSEIPNFHBNFPGUIFTFBTPOBHBJOTU/PSUI$BSPMJOB
5IF+BDLFUTXJMMOFFEBSFOFXFETQBSLPOPòFOTFXIFOUIFZUBLFPOUIF/PEFGFOTFJOUIFOBUJPO5FDIIBTMBDLFEMBTU
ZFBSTMVTUFS CSFBLJOHBIBOEGVMPGCJHSVOTCVUHFOFSBMMZOPUTFSWJOHBTUIFXFBQPOJUXBTJO+VOJPS#CBDL+POBUIBO
%XZFSJTPOMZBWFSBHJOHZBSETQFSHBNF XIJDITUJMMIBTIJNJOUIFUPQIVOESFESVTIFSTJOUIFOBUJPOCVUXFMMCFMPXMBTUZFBST
BWFSBHF+VOJPSRVBSUFSCBDL+PTI/FTCJUUMFBETUIFUFBNJOSVTIJOHXJUIZBSETQFSHBNF CVUDVSSFOUMZIBTUISPXOKVTUPOFNPSF
UPVDIEPXOUIJTTFBTPOUIBOKVOJPSQMBDFLJDLFS4DPUU#MBJS XJUIUXPBOEPOFSFTQFDUJWFMZGPSUIFTFBTPO
+VOJPSEFGFOTJWFFOE%FSSJDL.PSHBOIBTCFFOBCSJHIUTQPUGPSUIFEFGFOTF.PSHBOJTBWFSBHJOHPOFBOEUXPUIJSETBDLTQFS
HBNFUIJTTFBTPOBOEIBTTJYBOEBIBMGUBDLMFTGPSMPTTPOUIFTFBTPO TFUUJOHCBDLUIFPQQPTJOHPòFOTFTZBSET5IFEFGFOTFBT
BXIPMFIBTTUSVHHMFEPWFSUIFQBTUUXPHBNFT UIPVHI QBSUJDVMBSMZJOQBTTEFGFOTF
5FDIXJMMMPPLUPBWFOHFMBTUZFBSTMPTTUPUIF5BS)FFMT BEFDJTJPOPOUIFSPBEJOXIJDIUIF+BDLFUTIBEBOVNCFSPGPQQPSUVOJ
UJFTCVUXFSFVOBCMFUPDBQJUBMJ[F%XZFSIBESVTIJOHZBSETJOMBTUZFBSTDPOUFTU JODMVEJOHBZBSEUPVDIEPXOSVO CVUXJUIUIF
KVOJPSOVSTJOHBTIPVMEFSJOKVSZ 5FDIXJMMOFFEUPSFMZPOPVUTJEFSVOTXJUIUIF"CBDLTNPSFPGUFO%FGFOTJWFMZ UIF+BDLFUTXJMMMPPL
UPTIVUEPXO6/$SVOOJOHCBDLT4IBVO%SBVHIOBOE3ZBO)PVTUPO XIPDPNCJOFEGPSZBSETBOEUXPUPVDIEPXOTJOMBTUZFBST
NFFUJOH

PREDICTION: Tech 21, UNC 17
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Fast out of the gates
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Tennis teams
open season
Football falls in second ACC game, 33-17 at Miami
with wins

Jackets stumble in ‘09 road opener

By Steven Cappetta
Assistant Sports Editor

1IPUPCZ#JMMZ(JMCFSU The Miami Hurricane

Miami running back Javarris James stiff-arms Morgan Burnett as the rover lines up to make a tackle during Saturday’s game. Burnett led
the Jackets with six solo tackles, but the defense was unable to keep Miami’s offense in check and allowed 454 total yards in the game.
By Nishant Prasadh
Sports Editor

A late comeback attempt was not enough
to save Tech’s football team last week, as
then-No. 20 Miami built a large early lead
and went on to defeat the Jackets 33-17 in
Coral Gables, Fla. Tech dropped to 2-1
overall (1-1 in ACC play) after the loss and
dropped out of the AP Top 25 poll for the
first time since late last season.
“I am disappointed in the way we played
Thursday night and the way we coached. It
was a group effort…They did to us what we

1IPUPCZ#JMMZ(JMCFSU The Miami Hurricane

Tech defenders attempt to bring down Javarris James as he dives for extra yardage.

did to them a year ago. We need to get better,” said Head Coach Paul Johnson in his
weekly press conference on Tuesday.
The Jackets put up 472 rushing yards in
their home finale against Miami last season, but this time the Hurricanes rebounded and shut down the option attack. Tech
managed just 159 rushing yards, and no
player reached 50 yards individually.
Meanwhile, Tech’s defense allowed
454 total yards as the fatigue from playing
three games in 12 days seemed to set in for
the players. Miami running backs Javarris James and Graig Cooper combined to
average 5.6 yards per carry, and with the
running game working, quarterback Jacory
Harris had no trouble finding open receivers downfield as he completed 20-of-25
passes for 270 yards and three touchdowns.
“On both sides of the ball we are not
that good at anything right now,” Johnson
said of the defense.
The Jackets ran 13 plays on their opening drive and controlled the ball for nearly
seven minutes. The drive stalled at the end,
though, and Tech settled for a field goal by
junior kicker Scott Blair to take a 3-0 lead.
“We took the opening drive down the
field, had two missed assignments on backto-back plays and had to kick a field goal,”
Johnson said.
The Jackets forced the Hurricanes into a
third-and-10 situation, but Miami quarterback Jacory Harris threw to receiver Leonard Hankerson for a 35-yard gain to enter
Tech territory. On the next play, Harris

connected with LaRon Byrd for a 40-yard
touchdown as Miami went ahead 7-3. After a Tech three-and-out, Harris completed
eight-of-10 passes on a lengthy drive as Miami drove 71 yards in 5:54, finishing with a
touchdown pass to tight end Dedrick Epps.
The Jackets’ next possession showed
promise, as they earned first downs on the
first two plays. The drive stalled at Miami’s
22-yard line, though, and a 39-yard Blair
field goal attempt sailed wide right.
The Hurricanes responded by driving
downfield for a Matt Bosher 34-yard field
goal. Tech’s offense was unable to do much
on its final two possessions of the first half,
and the score remained 17-3 at halftime.
Miami received the opening kickoff of
the second half and drove 60 yards on six
plays for a touchdown.
Hurricane running back Javarris James
had 23 yards on three carries, and his threeyard touchdown run put Miami ahead 243. Tech responded with a 39-yard pass from
Nesbitt to Thomas that set up the Jackets’
first touchdown, a three-yard run by redshirt junior A-back Anthony Allen that cut
the lead to 24-10.
Tech’s defense had no answer for Harris and the Miami offense. The Hurricanes
continued to run frequently with James and
Graig Cooper, and Harris went three-forthree on the drive and hit tight end Jimmy
Graham for his third touchdown pass of the
game.
See Football, page 24

Both the women’s and men’s tennis teams opened their fall seasons last
weekend in tournaments where both
teams saw immediate success. The
women’s team hosted Florida, Georgia
and Princeton in the three-day Georgia
Tech Fall Invitational. The men’s team
traveled to Athens, Ga., where 10 players and five doubles pairs competed in
the 42nd annual Southern Intercollegiate Championships.
The three teams that came to Atlanta
to face Tech proved to be tough competition for the Jackets based on the success each of them saw last season. Princeton was the Ivy League champion last
season. Miami reached the Elite Eight
at the NCAA Tournament and finished
ranked No. 7. Georgia finished as the
No. 3 team nationally and reached the
Final Four led by Chelsey Gullickson,
who was a semifinalist in the 2009
NCAA Singles Tournament.
Tech opened up the first day of competition on Sept. 18, and the women
won six of their seven singles matches.
Sophomore All-American Irina Falconi
played at the top singles position and
won over the Tigers’ Hilary Bartlett,
6-0, 6-1. Senior Amanda McDowell
earned singles win No. 110 of her career
when she downed Princeton’s Melissa
Saiontz 6-1, 6-1. Sophomore Hillary
Davis fell behind against Princeton’s
Taylor Marable but came back to win a
close one 2-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7-1).
Other victories on the day for Tech
came from junior Sasha Krupina, sophomore Lynn Blau and freshman Elizabeth Kilborn, who won in straight sets
in her debut with the Jackets. Kilborn
and Krupina also picked up an 8-4 doubles victory later in the day.
Day two of the Invitational saw a battle between top-ten players as Falconi,
ranked No. 8 in the nation, faced No.
6 Laura Vallverdu of Miami. Falconi
completed a 7-6, 6-4 straight-set victory
against last year’s NCAA Singles TourSee Tennis, page 25
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Hillary Davis makes a return during last
weekend’s Georgia Tech Invitational.

