14 • May 28, 2010 • Technique

SPORTS

Women’s Tennis falls in NCAA Tournament
By Nishant Prasadh
Online Sports Editor

Despite making a surprise run
to win the ACC title, the women’s
tennis team was unable to advance past the second round of the
NCAA Tournament. Tech hosted
the Atlanta Regional and defeated
Austin Peay 4-0 on Friday, May
14, but lost 4-0 to Mississippi the
following day.
It marked the first time since
2004 that the Jackets did not
reach the NCAA Round of 16.
After Mississippi won in the regional’s opening match, Tech took
to the court to face Austin Peay in
an afternoon contest. It marked
the first-ever meeting between the
teams, as well as the first time that
senior Amanda McDowell took
the court since Feb. 28.
“It felt so good to be out there
in one of the last home matches of
the year,” McDowell said.
McDowell had been sidelined
with a mysterious back injury that
she initially suffered a year earlier in the 2009 Atlanta Regional.
She played through what she described as “manageable” pain before shutting down in early March
after aggravating the injury.
“They still don’t really have a
clear answer [about the nature of
the injury]…That was the frustrating part; when you’re out for this
long, you want a definite answer
and a clear treatment path, and I
didn’t really have that with this
injury,” McDowell said.
Still, the treatments worked
well enough to get her on the
court, and McDowell teamed
with sophomore Lynn Blau to
take on Austin Peay’s Carolin
Weikard and Yuki Nakamura.
Freshman Elizabeth Kilborn
and sophomore Viet Ha Ngo won
8-3 over Demi Georgiakopoulos and Michelle Liew on court
three to give Tech the lead, and
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Elizabeth Kilborn hits a return volley on Friday’s doubles match
at the Bill Moore Tennis Center. Kilborn and Viet Ha Ngo won 8-3.
McDowell and Blau clinched the
point with an 8-3 victory.
In the other match, the No.
23 tandem of sophomore Irina
Falconi and junior Sasha Krupina
were able to break serve repeatedly
against Mariana Pagan and Vanja
Tomic, and they led 7-2 when
Tech secured the point.
“We struggled this year in
doubles a lot, so hopefully this
will give us a spark and firm up
our doubles [play]…A lot of girls
are stepping up in singles and have
raised their games, so if we can get
that doubles point consistently, we
can definitely make a run,” McDowell said.
Tech faced an interesting twist
in singles play, as Austin Peay’s
top two players in the singles

lineup, Tomic and Weikard, both
played left-handed. Falconi and
Ngo each took the first set but
faced stiff competition from the
lefties throughout.
“I think [facing left-handers]
is difficult, especially when you’re
on a team that has no lefties,” said
Head Coach Bryan Shelton.
Krupina won the first set over
Pagan, but like Falconi she trailed
early in the second. Even with
Austin Peay putting up a fight
against Tech’s top three players, the Jackets cruised to victory
thanks to stellar play from the
bottom half of the lineup.
Leading the way was Kilborn,
who dispatched Georgiakopoulos
without losing a game in a 6-0,
6-0 victory.

“She’s been terrific...She knows
she’s developed a lot of her game,
and she feels comfortable in all
aspects of the game right now,”
Shelton said.
Blau appeared to have a chance
to blank Liew but ultimately won
6-0, 6-2. With Tech needing one
more match to clinch, sophomore
Hillary Davis took care of Nakamura 6-3, 6-1, and the Jackets secured the 4-0 victory.
Tech’s win set up a matchup
against Mississippi for the right
to advance to the Round of 16. It
was a familiar position for both
teams, as in 2009 the Jackets had
hosted the Rebels in the Atlanta
Regional and won 4-1 to advance.
This year, though, Mississippi
would ultimately prevail.
Doubles play saw close matches on all three courts. The Rebels’
No. 11 pair of Kristi Boxx and
Karen Nijssen took down No. 23
Falconi and Krupina 8-5. Mississippi clinched on court three,
where Abby Guthrie and Laura
van de Stroet edged Kilborn and
Ngo on a tiebreaker, winning 9-8
(7-5). McDowell and Blau did not
finish their match against Connor
Vogel and Gabby Rangel, which
ended with the Rebels up 7-6.
In singles play, a trio of straightset victories gave Mississippi the
match. Krupina was unable to get
anything going against Vogel and
was swept 6-0, 6-0. Davis made a
late push against Rangel but lost
6-0, 6-4 to put the Rebels within
one point of victory.
They got that point on court
two, as Nijssen took down Ngo
6-2, 6-2 to complete the sweep for
Mississippi.
Tech is represented in the individual bracket by Falconi, the
top overall seed. Falconi defeated
Vanderbilt’s Jackie Wu 6-4, 6-1
on Wednesday, May 26 and faced
Northwestern’s Samantha Murray
on Thursday.
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in the bottom of the inning, but
Tech notched two more in the
fourth to extend its lead to 4-1.
BC added one in the fourth
and two more in the fifth to tie the
game, but a wild pitch with bases
loaded in the sixth gave Tech the
go-ahead run, putting them up
5-4 with three innings left to play.
Two sacrifice flies over the next
two innings put the Jackets ahead
7-4, and the Eagles one run in
the bottom of the eighth was not
enough to steal the lead, giving
the Jackets the win and the series.
The final game was not as favorable for Tech, as BC maintained a consistent attack to beat
the Jackets, 6-3. Bradley took the
mound for Tech, scattering six
hits and five runs (three earned)
over six innings.
Tech’s offense was quiet
through the first four innings,
giving the Eagles a chance to take
an early lead. BC scored four over
the course of four innings.
However, the Jackets struck in
the fifth by driving in three runs
to pull within one.
Another BC run in the sixth
gave them a 5-3 advantage, and
they added one more two innings
later to take a 6-3 lead that would
carry them through the ninth.
Despite the three-run fifth inning, Tech’s bats were silent for
much of the game. In fact, the
Jackets were hitless for the final
three and two-thirds innings.
Although they dropped the final game against the Eagles, the
Jackets still took the series, securing their second-place spot in the
ACC Coastal standings heading
into the ACC tournament.
With the No. 3 seed in the
ACC Tournament, Tech did not
play on Wednesday, May 25 and
faced No. 6 seed Virginia Tech on
Thursday, May 27. Tech plays No.
7 N.C. State on May 28 and No.
2 Clemson on May 29 in roundrobin play.

sliver

www.nique.net

what you got, boy, is hard to find
it is not okay for boys to wear short shorts
i feel like this year’s SGA exec cabinet will be the first to look like
it came out of a J.Crew catalog.
all iz well
mikey mike’s f-word (fiance) is about to be his w-word (wife)!
to the girl who attempted to scan her buzzzcard 1000+ times at
Peters Parking Deck, if it doesnt work then stop trying b/c you
made everyone late for class this morning!
shots shots shots shots
EVERYBOOODDY!!
chomp
stinger driver
YAY!!! 2 Bits is back!! I missed you!!!!!!
Can we park the Reck in the G-Spot?
It’s only the 2nd week and I’m already oversleeping and procrastinating...
Ain’t no sliver like the one I got
Given the sample space of my phone, what’s the probability of
you bein single girl?
When you enter a college campus you’re automatically 18. *buzzer* wrong
First slivers of the summer boi!
Aziz Ansari makes me want to actually watch the MTV movie
awards this year
Don’t you love when your teacher passes around phallic symbols
in class?
My def bods teacher looks like Ron Swanson from parks and rec
“I love rigid bodies” that’s what she said.
Staying sober at tech is a feat of its own. 2 weeks!
I like to give u a uniformly distributed load!
World Cup 2K10 :) Ronaldinho not playing :(
Go Magic!
So not cool BP. Get it fixed!
OH GOD HOW DID I GET HERE I AM NOT GOOD
WITH COMPUTER

Want to reach

10,000
Tech
students?

Advertise
in the
Technique!
nique.net/ads
Reduced rates
for student
organizations!

Technique • May 28, 2010 • 15

SPORTS

Men’s Tennis reaches second round
By Nishant Prasadh
Online Sports Editor

A strong season for the No. 24
Tech men’s tennis team came to
an end when the team fell in its
second match of the NCAA Tournament. Tech, playing at the Lexington Regional, took down Binghamton 4-1 on Saturday, May 15
in its opening-round match before
losing 4-1 to regional host No. 11
Kentucky the following day. The
Jackets ended the dual-match season 18-8 overall.
As the second seed in the Lexington Regional, the Jackets took
to the court on Saturday to face
the third seed of the regional—
No. 47 Binghamton, the America
East Conference champions.
All three of the doubles matches were fairly one-sided, but Tech
took two of the three to secure
the doubles point. Juniors Guillermo Gomez and Dean O’Brien
rolled to victory on court three,
dispatching Binghamton’s Bastian
Bornkessel and Ruben Devos 8-1,
but shortly afterward the No. 52
tandem of juniors Eliot Potvin
and Ryan Smith dropped their
court two match 8-2 to Alexandre
Haggai and Moshe Levy to even
things up. In the first match, the
No. 70 duo of sophomore Kevin
King and freshman Juan Spir
took down the Bearcats’ Sven
Vloedgraven and Gilbert Wong
8-3, and Tech moved ahead in the
match 1-0.
Junior Miguel Muguruza extended Tech’s lead to 2-0 with a
straight-set victory over Wong,
6-3, 6-4 in the fourth flight. The
Bearcats got a victory on court five
from Arnav Jain, who closed out
Tech freshman Magin Ortiga 7-6
(7-5), 6-0 to cut the lead to 2-1.
Two more straight-set victories
gave Tech the match, though; No.
85 King trumped Levy 7-5, 6-2,
and Spir defeated Devos 7-5, 6-3
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Eliot Potvin prepares a shot from the baseline in Tech’s win on
Saturday against Binghamton. Potvin lost his doubles match, 8-2.
to secure the match.
Later that day, host and top
seed Kentucky took down fourthseeded Cleveland State 4-0, setting up a Sunday battle between
the Jackets and the Wildcats.
Sunday’s doubles play saw close
battles in all three matches. The
first match to finish was on court
one, where the No. 22 pair of Eric
Quigley and Brad Cox topped
King and Spir 8-4. Kentucky went
on to secure the point when Alex
Musialek and Anthony Rossi defeated Gomez and O’Brien 8-6 on
court three. The other matchup,
which featured Potvin and Smith
against Kentucky’s Alberto Gonzalez and Alex Lambropoulos,
ended with the score tied 7-7 and
was not finished after the Wildcats clinched the doubles point.
The first singles match to finish saw Tech getting on the score-

board, as Potvin defeated Cox
in straight sets 6-4, 6-4 to even
the score at 1-1. Kentucky took
a pair of matches in straight sets,
though, to pull ahead. No. 12
Quigley handed Gomez a rare
singles loss on court one with a
6-3, 6-4 decision, and Rossi took
down Muguruza 6-4, 6-3. On
court two, King pulled ahead of
No. 49 Museliak with a first-set
victory, but Museliak rebounded
to win the final two sets and secure the victory for Kentucky as
he defeated King 3-6, 6-4, 6-3.
While team play for Tech is
over for the 2009-10 season, the
team is represented by Gomez in
the NCAA Singles Championship, which began on Wednesday.
May 26. Gomez, the No. 4 overall seed in the individual tournament, beat his first opponent,
Moritz Baumann, 7-5, 4-6, 6-4.
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she did not have her best day.
Rush ran into trouble in the first
inning when the Ducks managed
to load the bases and then cleared
them with one swing.
Rush continued to struggle in
the third. After a lead off double,
Oregon got a walk to put two runners on base. Oregon got a timely
RBI single followed by a double
that scored two more.
Oregon scored three more runs
in the fourth inning, and with the
game on the line in the fifth, Tech
could not muster a single hit.
Rush’s final line: eight earned
runs on 12 hits and five walks in
only four innings of work.
The next game on Saturday,
May 22 was an elimination game
between Auburn and JSU. Auburn won the game and earned
the right to face the Jackets later
that day.
Tech scored the first run of
the game in the second inning
when Rush drew a leadoff walk.
Senior Kelly Eppinger came into
the game to run for Rush, and the
move worked as Eppinger scored
later in the inning.
After another scoreless inning
in the circle for Adkins, Tech
added to its lead in the top of the
third inning when Rush singled,
scoring Yee from third base.
Adkins did not allow any runs
going into the bottom half of the
fourth, but there she ran into
trouble. The first batter she faced
homered. After a single later in the
inning, Perkins took Adkins out
in for Coan. Coan immediately
gave up a walk but then recorded
two strikeouts to end the inning.
Coan continued to pitch well
into the later innings and eventually, her offense finally gave her
some insurance. Yee hit a two-run
homer to give Tech a three-run
lead heading into the game’s final
frame.
After a lead off walk, Coan retired the next three hitters in or-

der, including a strikeout to win
the game 4-1.
Tech’s victory meant that Auburn was eliminated, but it also
meant that Tech would have to
win two games against Oregon on
Sunday to continue its season.
Rush started Sunday’s game
against the Ducks and she threw
the ball much better than she did
on Saturday.
“Yesterday I thought I threw
well, but we had a couple of things
go their way. Today, I pitched better and our offense kept us in the
game. Overall, I think we did well
coming back from the last game,”
Rush said after the game.
Rush struggled in the second
inning when the lead off hitter hit
a single and Rush proceeded to
walk three straight batters, forcing
in the first run of the game.
Tech got the run back in the
third inning when Yee hit her a
home run, No. 30 of the season.
Oregon responded in the top of
the fourth inning by getting three
straight hits including a triple to
right field. The rally scored two
runs and Oregon led 3-1.
After both sides had failed
to score a run for three innings,
Tech found themselves down two
runs with its season on the line
in the bottom of the seventh inning. Tech managed to get the
first two runners on base for Yee.
Yee had a rare groundout, but she
did manage to move both runners into scoring position. Kuzma
and Priebe both singled to tie the
game at three.
Then, Oregon turned to its
closer. She recorded two strikeouts to end the threat and force
extra innings.
“They broke up our momentum well. Obviously, you can’t
go down with two strikeouts like
that, and we didn’t handle it well,”
said Yee.
Oregon broke the tie in the
eighth inning with a sacrifice fly
and Tech went down in order to
end the game and Tech’s season.
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Men’s Tennis player Guillermo Gomez
looks to advance in the NCAA Singles
Championship. 415

Softball stumbles in Atlanta regional
By Alex Mitchell
Sports Editor

The Tech softball team finished off
its most successful regular season in
school history, won 49 games and was
crowned ACC champions for the second straight year. By virtue of its success, Tech finished the regular season
ranked No. 8 in the nation and hosted
a portion of the NCAA tournament at
Mewborn Field on May 21-23.
After Oregon defeated Auburn in
Friday’s first game, Tech played fourth
seeded Jacksonville State in the day’s
second game. JSU out hit the Jackets,
but Tech won the game 5-3.
Tech took advantage of its chances
in the bottom of the first inning after
the first two hitters walked. Junior first
baseman Kristine Priebe singled to center field, scoring redshirt senior second
baseman Jen Yee from second. Freshman designated player Hope Rush followed Priebe by striking out, but the
catcher dropped the ball on strike three.
The JSU catcher threw out Rush at first,
but sophomore catcher Kate Kuzma
took advantage and scored from third.
Tech could not drive in any more
runs in the inning and settled with a
2-0 lead after one.
Junior pitcher Kristen Adkins retired
the side in order in the top of the second
inning, and then transferred her success
in the circle to the plate by homering to
lead off the bottom of the inning.
JSU countered in the third inning
when Adkins walked two batters to put
a runner into scoring position with two
outs. A single drove in JSU’s first run of
the ball game, but Adkins got a groundout to minimize the damage.
After Tech failed to score in the
bottom of the third, Adkins took the
mound in the fourth inning and immediately surrendered a leadoff homer.
Adkins gave up two more singles in the
inning before she was pulled for sophomore pitcher Jessica Coan. Coan got
Tech out of the jam and kept the lead
intact at 3-2.
The Jackets got another run in the
fourth inning when sophomore right
fielder Shannon Bear took a 2-0 pitch
deep to left center field for a solo homer.
After an uneventful fifth inning,
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Golf finishes in
third place at
NCAA Regional
By Alex Mitchell
Sports Editor

On May 20-22 the Tech golf team took part in
the NCAA Southeast Regional. The Jackets entered
the tournament as the ACC champions and used a
tournament-low 272 on Saturday to get within 12
strokes of No. 1 ranked Oklahoma State. Tech shot
a 13-over par 573, which earned them a third-place
finish in the Regional.
Redshirt junior John-Tyler Griffin led the Jackets by shooting one-under par for the tournament.
He shot a pair of 68’s on Thursday and Saturday.
His total score of 209 was good enough for a thirdplace finish as an individual.
Senior Chesson Hadley also performed well for
the Jackets by shooting even par for the tournament. After hitting a 73 on day one, Hadley found
his stride halfway through his second round by getting back-to-back birdies on holes seven and eight.
Hadley finished tied for eighth in the individual
standings.
Tech’s next tournament is the NCAA Championship in Ooltewah, Tenn on June 1-3. If Tech finishes eighth or higher, they will continue to play on
June 4-6. Tech is seeded No. 14 in the tournament.
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Hope Rush throws a pitch to home plate on Saturday’s game against
Oregon. Rush started two games over the weekend and closed out another.
JSU got another solo homer to lead off
the sixth. A single later in the inning
would end Coan’s day, and Head Coach
Sharon Perkins turned to Rush. Rush
got out of the inning with the only run
coming via the homer.
Coan struck out two and only allowed two hits for her No. 14 win of the
season.
“Today just felt like every other
game. [Adkins] pitched a great game,
and I just wanted to come in and help
out her because I knew our offense
would score more runs,” Coan said.
With two outs and only ahead by one
run, Tech got a much needed insurance
run when Yee hit a line-drive homer.

Rush finished off JSU in the top of
the seventh inning for her second save
of the season.
Only about twelve hours after its
win, Tech played Oregon on Saturday
afternoon. Tech was defeated 11-2 in
only five innings.
Tech got off to a great start when Yee
walked and Kuzma sacrifice bunted her
to second base. Sophomore shortstop
Kelsi Weseman doubled to deep center
field to score Yee, and Rush drove Weseman home with a single.
With an early 2-0 lead, Rush started
the game at pitcher for the Jackets and
See Softball, page 15
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Kyle Scott drains a lengthy putt at Capitol
City Club’s Crabapple Couse in Alpharetta, Ga.

Baseball wins back-to-back series against ACC rivals
By Kyle Conarro
Staff Writer
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Brandon Cumpton starts a weekday game against Georgia
State. Cumpton had zero earned runs on four hits in six innings.

Tech’s baseball team squared
off against ACC foes in consecutive weekends, hosting Miami in
the first series and heading to Boston College in the second series.
The Jackets took two of the three
games in each series, putting them
at 21-9 in conference play and 4411 overall.
Having winning two games
against Miami, the Jackets traveled
up to Chestnut Hill on May 20
to open their three games against
Boston College. This time, Tech
took the first two of the series, falling to the Eagles in the third game
but still taking the series edge.
In the opener, Tech started junior right-hander Deck McGuire
on the mound. In six innings, McGuire gave up five hits and just one
earned run, striking out six in the
process. The win put McGuire’s re-

cord at 8-3 on the year.
Boston College took an early
1-0 lead, as first baseman Mickey
Wiswall hit a solo home run in
the bottom of the first to give the
Eagles the edge. Tech rallied in
the top of the second, recording
five runs on five hits to give them a
three run lead. Junior catcher Cole
Leonida opened things up with a
two-run homer. Two RBI singles
and a sacrifice fly accounted for the
other three runs.
The Eagles added another run
in the bottom of the third, but
again, the Jackets responded. Backto-back homers by junior shortstop
Derek Dietrich and senior first
baseman Tony Plagman gave Tech
two in the top of the fifth, and they
continued hitting well to add three
more before the Eagles could record the inning’s final out.
A two-run shot by sophomore
third baseman Matt Skole in the
fifth gave Tech a 12-2 lead, and a

solo homer by junior right fielder
Chase Burnette in the next inning
pushed the score to 13-2. Although
BC added six more runs over the
last three innings, Tech’s offense
proved too much. The Jackets
notched two final runs in the ninth
to give them 15 runs on the day,
and the Eagles’ one run in the bottom of the inning was too little to
overcome Tech’s lead.
In the second game of the series,
Tech scraped past BC to win, 7-5.
Pope, who started for the Jackets,
gave up eight hits and three earned
runs in four and one-third innings.
Both teams were scoreless
through two innings, but Tech
jumped on the board in the top of
the third. An RBI single by Dietrich and a sacrifice fly by Plagman
provided two runs for the Jackets,
putting them up 2-0 early. The
Eagles drove in one of their own
See Baseball, page 14

