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Peterson’s Institute
Address covers big
issues on campus
By Lauren Brett
Assistant News Editor
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After his address, President Peterson answered questions from both faculty and staff.
Peterson took questions both from the audience and via online media, including Twitter.

Institute President G.P. “Bud” Peterson gave his annual Institute Address Tuesday, Aug. 28, in the Clough
Commons.
Financial challenges played a large
part in this year’s Address, with Peterson discussing a letter he released earlier this month that addressed the current financial outlook on campus, and
in particular, a three percent reduction
plan that will be put in place in FY1314, amounting to approximately $6
million for Tech.
“Through careful planning, we are
hopeful that we can handle most of
these reductions centrally for now,” Peterson said. “It will significantly limit
our ability to undertake new initiatives
[…but our] priority is to preserve the
value of the degrees that we award to
our students.”
Many of the questions from the audience, from both students and faculty,
discussed financial pressures. Faculty
questions dealt with the lack of any
kind salary raise for faculty in past
years, and student questions were concerned with recent increases in tuition
and the uncertain future of the HOPE
scholarship.
“Our tuition today is still well below
that of our peer averages [...but] we are
trying to figure out some possible alternative revenue sources to try that can
help keep down the cost of tuition,”
Peterson said.

Other than financial issues, this
year’s address covered a wide range of
topics, from the Strategic Plan, safety,
athletics and student and faculty success. Tech’s plan, an outline for where
Tech wants to be by 2035, currently has
15 active projects, with project chairs
“engaged in bringing the strategic plan
into fruition,” according to Peterson.
“The true sign of success in this
type of endeavor is when it ceases to be
a stand alone document and becomes
woven into the fabric of everything we
do here at the Institute,” Peterson said.
Peterson also highlighted recent
facility improvements on campus like
the Ken Byers tennis facility, the McCamish Pavilion and the Carbon Neutral Energy Solution Center (CNES),
which Peterson said was “designed to
set a new standard for sustainable design for buildings of this type.”
Peterson also discussed the recent
filming of The Internship, which transformed Tech’s Clough Commons into
Google’s headquarters, and the intangible benefits the media’s attention may
provide.
In addition, the past year has seen
many new safety initiatives on campus, such as Jacket Guardian and SkyCop, which Peterson highlighted in his
speech. Tech has worked to continue
building relationships with the Atlanta
Police Department, Georgia State Patrol and Midtown Blue, a public safety
force of off-duty police officers patrolSee Peterson, page 5

Summer commencement permanently on vacation
By Max Kaltman
Contributing Writer

The summer of 2012 saw what could be the
last batch of Tech students to walk the stage in
August. The decision to cancel summer commencement was made by the administration for
budgetary reasons. Tech will still offer summer
graduation, but students who graduate during
the summer term will be invited to fall commencement.
“We made a decision to stop having commencement in August, and I know that that
affects a number of students...particularly coop students, some of our students that are in
professional master’s programs, but it was a decision that was really driven from a number of
different aspects. One, of course, is cost,” said
Institute President G.P. “Bud” Peterson in his
annual Institute address.
According to Peterson, the average cost of
summer commencement per student is approxi-

mately $100 per student who graduates at the
commencement. This figure may total up to
$75,000 for having a summer commencement
ceremony.
This cost of summer commencement, which
arises from various sources such as hiring security, renting a venue and printing programs, is
similar to that of the fall and spring commencements, according to other administration on
campus.
Summer commencement is the smallest of
the three commencement ceremonies, with
around 450 students participating each year,
compared to approximately 1500 students in
the fall and approximately 2300 students in
the spring. As the cost of any commencement
ceremony is relatively independent of its size,
including summer graduates in fall, cancelling
the summer commencement was judged to be
the most fiscally prudent course of action, with

See Summer, page 5
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Tech students scheduled to graduate in August after 2012 will not have the
opportunity to walk in a graduation, resulting in mixed student emotions.
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By Lauren Brett
Assistant News Editor
CULC Cliﬀhanger

On Monday, Aug. 6 around
8:45 p.m., an GTPD officer responded to Clough Commons in
reference to an incident on Thursday Aug. 2 and met with a security officer. The officer said that on
Thursday night around 10 p.m.,
another officer on duty had observed two males, both Tech students who had crossed the guard
rails and were sitting on the ledge
of the rooftop of the CULC.
The security officer explained
to the police officer that he advised the men that they should
not be sitting on the ledge and
then escorted them to the first
floor of the building where they
were met by another officer and
issued a violation of the Student
Code of Conduct for their actions.
Chemical X

An officer was dispatched to
the West Community Housing
Office on Sunday Aug. 19, at 9:40
a.m. in response to a call about a
dangerous chemical and three
boxes of spent shell casing.
When the officer arrived, he
met with the ULC Hall Director,
who showed the officer a plastic
gallon container of a chemical
called “Omega” and three boxes
of spent shell casing from a Winchester rifle that were on top of a
filing cabinet in the office of the
hall direction, a location different
from the items’ origin.
The officer inquired as to
where the items were originally
located and was escorted to a
nearby dorm room. While they
were en route to the room, the
hall director explained to the officer that when she and another
member of the Housing faculty

were conducting a follow-up
room inspection pertaining to
a previous incident in the room
when they discovered the items
in a cardboard box in the common area of the apartment and
were unaware of who the objects
belonged to.
The officer and hall director
entered the apartment and discovered that the chemicals had
leaked through the cardboard
box and onto the carpet. They
searched the apartment for the
rifle that coincided with the shell
casings, but were unable to recover one. A chemical safety specialist arrived and concluded that the
chemical “Omega” only posed a
threat if ingested.
The chemical and ten clay pigeons (items used for skeet shooting) that were exposed to the
chemical were removed from the
room and a business card was left
for the room’s occupants to contact the police.
Serial Sleeper

On Aug. 4 around 5 p.m., an
officer on patrol in the lower level
of the Curran Parking Deck observed an individual laying on the
concrete in front of two parked
vehicles.
After another officer arrived
on the scene, it was discovered
that the individual had been
given a Criminal Trespass Warning for Tech and advised not to
return to Tech property. He received this warning earlier the
same day after he was noticed
laying in front of the Beringause
Building on Hemphill Avenue.
The individual was then
placed under arrest for Criminal
Trespass, handcuffed and transported to the Fulton County Jail.

Bubble
A

lot of things went on outside
the bubble of Tech in the past
week. Here are a few important
events taking place throughout
the nation and the world.

Neil Armstrong dies
at 82
Neil Armstrong, the ﬁrst man
to walk on the moon, died on
Saturday at the age of 82. Armstrong had recently undergone a
heart bypass procedure. His family cited “complications resulting
from cardiovascular procedures”
as his cause of death.
While he is best known as
the commander of the ﬁrst lunar
mission and the ﬁrst human being to walk on the surface of the
moon, his other contributions
to aerospace engineering were
also signiﬁcant.
He served as an X-15 test pilot, the Deputy Associate Administrator for aeronautics for ARPA
and, along with his copilot, completed the ﬁrst successful docking of two spacecraft during the
Gemini VIII mission in 1966.

Republican National
Convention Begins
The Republican National
Convention kicked oﬀ Tuesday in
Tampa, Fla.
While the convention oﬃcially was called to order on Monday, speeches were postponed
until Tuesday because of the potential eﬀects of Hurricane Isaac
on transportation and to avoid
appearing insensitive to potential victims. The 2008 Republican
National Convention was also

partly curtailed because of a
hurricane.
While Mitt Romney was oﬃcially selected as the Republican
Partyʼs nominee for president on
Tuesday, the result was a foregone conclusion.
Mr. Romneyʼs speech is
scheduled for Thursday and the
convention has so far featured a
number of speeches from prominent Republicans, such as Chris
Christie, the Governor of New
Jersey and Condoleezza Rice,
the former Secretary of State.
The convention essentially
functions as a heavily scripted
publicity stunt for its party as
well as a networking opportunity for donors, political operatives, and politicians.

New gas mileage
standards enacted
The Obama administration
released its new average automobile miles-per-gallon (mpg)
standard for all cars sold starting
in 2025. The administration has
set a target of 54.5 mpg by its
own standards, which will translate to 45 mpg for new cars and
32 mpg for new trucks on average in 2025.
The government arrived at
this ﬁgure based on current
trends in the research ﬁeld for
gas mileage improvements.
These include start/stop systems, which will shut oﬀ cars at
stop lights.
The increased standard is the
result of the administrationʼs
goals of reducing carbon dioxide emissions and dependence
on foreign oil. The new standard
will be reviewed in 2018.
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Why does the hourly train whistle go off at XX:56?
A girl on the trolley had longer armpit hair than me and I’m a
guy.
Housing can boost their student approval rating by putting printers in each building.
Did Jen drop The Internet or something?
Our wolfpack needs to grow by two.
NRE wolfpack - Rachel= ???
Damn North Ave. I wanted ketchup, not tomato flavored water.
“F*cking oath!” “Excuse me?” “I said, f*cking oath!”
I’m assuming I should bring pens and notebooks to a “Back to
School” party.
Casting calls for new wolfpack members.
you get a sliver! you get a sliver! everyone gets a sliver!
This sliver is for Baba, who is in GTL this fall.
Eddy Wednesdays are back!
Hey all!
Girl it’s time to G-O out the D-O
Thanks for coming out to make the RHA Welcome Week a super
successful event!
ermahgerd terchnerq
she’s not a pledge, more like a #ghostroommate
FC lubbbb
my roommate is a superhero @awalkstomp
I’m a star, I’m on top, somebody bring me some haaaaaaam
neekdotnet
housing gave us a razor blade for cleaning our stovetop. watch out
bed intruders
not to worry, bill nye is alive and well and hating on creationism.
hullo sliver king I will give you some apples
if I tweet @the_nique, can I get in the slivers?
tripped in front of Owen Wilson who then helped me pick up my
books #greatestmomente ver #hiscrookednoser eallyisgorgeous
slivering secrets saves students’ sanity.
These late night NA volleyball players need to tone it down a
little. Some of us like to sleep.
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Council Clippings

v

This week in Student Government

E

By Sulaiman Somani, News Editor

ach week, this section includes coverage of diﬀerent aspects of Student
Government, including the Undergraduate House of Representatives,
Graduate Student Senate and the Executive Branch of both governments.

Appointments Galore

Representatives that took over
the unfilled positions in undergraduate SGA last spring were
sworn in last Tuesday. Twenty
new representatives were present.
The bill to instate the representatives was passed unanimously.
The representatives in the Undergraduate House took the following oath upon appointment:
“I do solemnly affirm that I will
uphold the constitution of the un-
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dergraduate student government
of the Georgia Institute of Technology faithfully serve my constituents to the best of my abilities
and execute the duties of the office
of __ to the best of my abilities.”
Finances

Financial bills were not taken
into account this meeting as the
Joint Finance Committee had not
met yet. JFC is also in the process
of updating policies for this year.

Amount

Bill
Appointments: Undergraduate House of
Representative
Appointments: Undergraduate Committee
Chairs
Appointments: Undergraduate Executive
Cabinet
Appointment of Senators
Appointment of Graduation Executive
Cabinet
Joint Appointments: VP Finance and VP
Campus Organizations
Joint Resolution Expressing CondolencesAshish Dembla
Joint Resolution Expressing CondolencesBenjamin Connors

GSS

UHR

n/a

Passes

n/a

Passes

n/a

Passes

n/a
n/a

Passes
Passes

n/a

Passes

Passes

n/a

Unanimous Unanimous

n/a

Unanimous Unanimous

SGA APPOINTMENTS AND CONFIRMATIONS

The following table presents the members who were confirmed by the undergraduate and graduate SGA to serve the roles into which they were elected into.
Senior Undergrad
Hunter Hammond
David Jozefov
Aerospace Engineering
Blake Fisher
Architecture
Demitra Lewis
Biology
Britney Lewis
Biomedical Engineering
Yagna Angirish
Michael Bonifacio
Chunghee Kim
Chemical & Bio. Engineering
Ryan Rolando
Civil Engineering
Adam Borsch
International Affairs
Julianne Camacho
Management
Jenna Sharp

Mechanical Engineering
Stephen Brown
Josh McKelvey
Jeffrey Allen
John Merlie
Nuclear & Radiation Engineering
Christopher Kingsbury
Physics
Alan Pryor
Polymer & Fiber Engineering
Renea Neal
Psychology
Paula Barrenechea
Athletic Association
Shayla Bivins
Academic Affairs Board
Academic Support: Ramya Ramakrishnan
Student-Faculty Development:
Alex Lober

Educational Enhancement: Imran
Momin
Curriculum & Institute Policies:
Marika Manuud
Campus Affairs Board
Athletics & Recreational Services:
Ahsan Khan & Kris Surapaneni
Campus Services: Dillon Roseen
Cultural & Diversity Affairs: Matt
Jacobson
Parking & Transportation: Kelliann Morrisey
Sustainability: Mary Shoemaker
Communications Board
Public Relations: Lindsey Walton
& Jordan Lockwood
Graphic Design: Jenna Dundore
Collaborative Events: Ariana
Daftarian
Historians: Isabelle Recaborde &
Seth Dubin

External Affairs Board
Student Lobby Board: Graham
Goldberg
Community Relations Task Force:
Paul Dykes
Institute-Wide Committees: Alex
Bandes
Other
Elections: Megna Saha
IT Specialists: Colin Bookman,
Wayne Lee, Rahul Castelino
FreShGA: Jennifer Armbruster,
Marcus Mitchell, Will Walker,
Matt Waples, Macie Whatley
VP of Academic Affairs
Lucy Tucker
VP of Campus Affairs
Nicholas Picon
VP of Communications
Vett Vandiver
VP of Finance

Danny Farmer
VP of Campus Organizations
Johann Weber
Mechanical Engineering (Grad)
James Black
Biomedical Engineering (Grad)
Siddharth Avachat
Graduate VP of Academic Affairs
John Semmens
Graduate VP of Student Welfare
Aaron Greenwood
VP of Grad Conference Fund
Arren Washington
Graduate VP of Internal Affairs
Jordan Landry
Graduate VP of Health Services
Rebecca Winarski
Graduate VP of Graduate Communications
Yogi Patel
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GTRI hosts hacking competition for students
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Students participating in the H3 competition challenged their computing skills in a competitive
environment designed to teach and encourage their future involvement in the computer sciences.
By Sulaiman Somani
News Editor

At 8 a.m. last Saturday, Auguest 25, most of Tech’s students
were likely to be asleep, attempting to recover from the stress of
an exhaustive first week of classes
or perhaps a busy Friday night
after Tech’s campus went “wet.”

Despite all this activity, between
90-100 students woke up early
on Saturday morning to be a part
of the Hungry Hungry Hackers
Hacking Competition (H3 2012)
held at the Georgia Tech Research
Institute (GTRI) conference center.
“The idea is that we want to
create a safe, fun environment

for people to come and learn and
get hands on experience for hacking,” said Toni Walden, co-planner of H3 2012 and scientist for
cybertechnology at GTRI. “It is
[GTRI’s] building, it is our network, it is our equipment. So you
can do whatever you like, within
the bounds of the rules.”
Jacob Morgan, a second-year

CS major and a veteran from last
year’s H3 competition, continues
to appreciate the competition and
the opportunity it gives him to
exeperiment with his computing
skills.
“It’s nice to try out different
ways of hacking without going to
jail,” Morgan said.
Students who did not have a
background in hacking also participated.
“I think it would be good to
get exposed to security, because
it’s not a field that I have a lot
of experience in,” said Wisdom
Chen, a third-year CS major.
Hacking, according to H3
2012 technical contributor Ben
Blunt, is the art of reverse engineering a program or system to
determine how it functions, then
using that acquired knowledge
to make the system do things it
wasn’t supposed to do.
To teach the methodology of
hacking, a tutorial session was
first held at 8 a.m. for those who
were not familiar with this enterprise. The games began at 10.
“This year, we have two types
of flags: challenge flags and puzzle
flags,” said Blunt, who also won
second place overall in the H3
competition in 2010. “The challenging flags are how you win—
those are the ones that take you
several hours to solve and they
have different point values.”
Hackers would begin by interacting with a certain program or
service as a normal user, and then
they would begin to push bound-

aries of the system to understand
how the system was built.
“Once you do that, you can
imagine the weaknesses that are
in the system...and if they [exist],
then you get the flag,” Blunt said.
These flags, according to Blunt,
are actually design flaws that have
been intentionally created in the
program, primarily based on design flaws that happen everyday in
the real world.
In reality, identification of
these flags would allow a hacker
to make the system do things it is
not supposed to be able to do.
But the program was not devoid of incentives for a winner to
arrive. First-, second- and thirdplace winners were offered job interviews from GTRI. Other prizes
included a Nook, “Hippo Bucks”,
gift certificates that could be redeemed on Amazon and Newegg,
sponsor merchandise and even a
year’s supply of an energy shot.
The program also showcased a
variety of sponsors, featuring Yahoo, Dell and PWC, all of whom
students had the opportunity of
interfacing with during breaks between competition sessions.
“There’s the recruiting aspect
here—they’ve got some bright
individuals here,” said Brian Gerard, who was one of the engineers
for a sponsor company. “Who has
novel new ideas, who’s knocking
[flags] out; all of this stuff is worth
looking at.”
“I’m just glad I can help organize the event that gave me my
job,” Blunt said.
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Peterson

from page 1

ling the Midtown area.
Tech often receives negative
publicity in media due to the high
crime area surrounding its campus, but according to Peterson,
those levels have decreased in recent years.
“Compared to the first seven
months of 2008, property crimes
in the current year are down 48
percent and violent crimes are
down 62 percent,” Peterson said.
This overall decrease, both on
and off campus, is credited in part
to the Clery Act and resulting
Clery Act Alerts that students receive in the event of an emergency
situation.
“In the past 2 years, more than
70 percent of incidents that have
triggered Clery Alerts here at GT
have occurred off campus,” Peterson said.
External partnerships have
long been a part of the Tech environment, and Peterson’s address
provided examples of that continued tradition.
This year will be the 100th anniversary of Tech’s Co-Op Program, which has employed over
50,000 students in its history and
currently employs close to 5000
students.
This summer, Tech also announced a $20 million research
partnership with Children’s
Healthcare of Atlanta that will focus on developing new technologies to improve pediatric healthcare options.
Peterson uses these yearly addresses to communicate with students, faculty, and other members
of the Tech community about the
progress that has been made, the
issues that still challenge the Institute, and plans for the future.
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Tech lectures for cyber safety
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A speaker lectures the audience about internet security as part of
the STOP. THINK. CONNECT. event at the Clary Theater on Aug. 22.
By Nairita Nandy
Contributing Writer

Atlanta faces a high crime rate
relative to other major cities in
the U.S. Stories of armed robberies and the continuous stream of
sirens serve as a never-ending reminder of the risks of city life. In
a world that has come to heavily
depend on technology, a new kind
of threat has begun to develop and
is continuing to create new challenges for law enforcement as well
as the general public.
Tech has partnered with the
STOP. THINK. CONNECT
campaign and held a presentation at Tech’s Clary Theater on
Wednesday, Aug. 22. The presen-

tation consisted of three sessions:
Cyber Awareness and Critical Infrastructure, Cyber Careers and
Georgia Tech Cyber Programs.
The goal of these sessions was to
promote cyber security awareness and ways of minimizing future threats through preventative
methods.
The campaign recognizes
that, with America’s growing dependence on technology and the
Internet, today’s cyber predators
have access to the personal lives
of Americans on a much deeper
level than they had only a few a
years ago. With valuable information such as bank records, credit
card information and social networking websites all on the web,

the vast majority of Americans are
connected to the Internet in ways
that can be exploited by criminals
on the cyber hunt.
The STOP. THINK. CONNECT campaign acknowledges
this issue and is striving to raise
awareness and promote precautionary methods that will help
minimize the likelihood of Americans falling victim to cyber criminals. The STOP. THINK. CONNECT campaign was launched
in part by U.S. President Barack
Obama’s interest in raising awareness for cyber security and has
held events at several other institutions, including the University
of Minnesota and the University
of Illinois at Springfield.
The campaign also held events
in other Atlanta areas such as the
Boys & Girls Clubs of America
(BGCA), Multi State Information Sharing and Analysis Center
(MS-ISAC), YWCA of Greater
Atlanta and the InfraGard National Congress.
The campaign strives to improve cyber safety by educating
people on how to prevent cyber
criminals from gaining access to
their personal information on the
web. Their stance is to STOP and
consider the risks from using the
Internet, THINK of the potential
consequences of using the Internet or going on a particular site
and CONNECT with the Internet in a safe and secure way that
will minimize the risk of cyber
crime.
The STOP. THINK. CONNECT campaign focuses not only
on education of Internet risks but
also safe Internet practices.

Summer

from page 1

the potential to save $35,000 to
$70,000 a year.
Despite these administrative
justifications, the decision to discontinue summer commencement
was not made lightly. The administration spent over a year studying the issue of commencement,
including how peer institutions
handled it. Peterson also met with
a group of student leaders concerning the proposed changes.
Uzair Janjua, a fourth-year
BA major, supported the administration's decision to discontinue
summer commencement. While
his former roommate had walked
at of summer commencement, he
felt that cutting summer commencement “won't have a big effect on campus life,” and was thus
preferable to other cuts that might
have been made in its place.
However, not everyone feels
that discontinuing summer commencement was a good idea. Joel
Nortey, a second-year BME major, felt that students might be unwilling or unable “to come back
to Atlanta just to walk across the
stage,” especially those who have
taken work out of state.

Photo by Jamie Howell / Student Publications

Balloons fall from the rafters at
a commencement ceremony.

Opinions

Opinions Editor: Gaines Halstead
Some say that his voice can only be heard
by cats, and that he has two sets of knees.
All we know is he’s called the Stig.
—Jeremy Clarkson

OUR VIEWS | CONSENSUS OPINION

The Interruption

The end doesn’t quite justify the means

With filming wrapping up and the
spell of stardom wearing off, it is time to
stop and ask ourselves what The Internship
really did for Tech.
Between the slide in Clough, the faux
Google headquarters and celebrities like
Owen Wilson and Vince Vaughn casually
cycling around campus, it was hard to
see past the overall cool factor that was
masking the real issues that come with a
major motion picture being filmed on our
campus.
Two major educational facilities and
particularly high-traffic routes were
blocked with limited information for the
student body. The start of the fall semester
faced traffic and congestion problems
through the center of campus. Through
better scheduling and communication of
shooting locations to the Tech community,
a majority of these inconveniences could
have been either remedied or avoided
altogether.
Furthermore, it seems as if there will

be little or no return for Tech’s hospitality
and the inconveniences faced by the
Tech community. Besides a single line
of recognition somewhere within the
depths of the credits, The Internship failed
to promote Tech on a national scale in
any useful manner. Because the settings
were transformed to look like a Google
office, the majority of the audience will
be unable to recognize any part of Tech’s
campus in movie.
If movie productions film at Tech in
the future, it would be more beneficial
to our image in popular culture if the
Institute were the backdrop of the movie,
represented in a manner that highlights
our campus culture, academic prestige
and technological offerings.
And finally, when an awesome slide and
a nearly-life-size replica of a Quidditch
field are built on campus maybe, just
maybe, big movie executives can find it
in their hearts to leave it in place for the
students.

The Consensus Opinion reflects the majority opinion of the Editorial Board of the
Technique, but not necessarily the opinions of individual editors.
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YOUR VIEWS | LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Red & Black Walkout

I’m sure you’ll receive more
than a few emails to this effect,
but I disagree with your characterization of the Red & Black
staff “walk out” as a response to
a “freedom of speech violation.”
Throughout your article from
your August 24th issue, entitled
“Content and finance must balance out,” you refer to the memo
‘...directing the staff to not publish
“content that catches people or organizations doing bad things”’ as
a “freedom of speech violation.”
I fully agree that “...advertising should not overshadow ethical
journalism or drive content,” and
that it is an egregious move for the
professional staff members of the
paper to attempt to restrain their
independent student newspaper
in this manner. However, the First
Amendment to the US Constitution establishes that:
“Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press;
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition
the Government for a redress of
grievances.”
No matter how egregious the
actions of the professional staff
of the Red & Black, these actions
cannot, by definition, be a violation of their staffs’ freedoms of
speech or of the press. Only if the
US government, or the government of a state, county, city or
town within the US, attempted to
block the paper from publishing
‘...content that catches people or
organizations doing bad things”’
would this become a constitutional issue.
Regardless of how unethical
it may be, the professional staff
of the Red & Black (and their associated publishing body) is not
violating anyone’s Constitutional
rights to freedom of speech or
freedom of the press.
This same issue, and subsequent mischaracterization, was repeated in past months throughout
the drama resulting from Chickfil-A President Dan Cathy’s announcement of his company’s—
as he describes it—“support of
the traditional family.” A number
of individuals, organizations and
other companies took a stance
opposing Chick-fil-A over this
issue, and called for a boycott of
the restaurant chain. The mayors
of Boston, Chicago and San Francisco also took stances opposing
Chick-fil-A, and pledged to block
the company from doing business
in their cities (a stance which all
three mayors took back rather
quickly, due to constitutional issues). Organizations supporting
Chick-fil-A referred to these calls
for boycotts as attempts to infringe on Chick-fil-A’s freedom of
speech, and had they been referring solely to this group of mayors, they would be entirely correct
(assuming the mayors actually
made a move to block Chick-fil-A
from doing business in their city).
However, these groups standing in
support of Dan Cathy and Chickfil-A were not merely referring to
these mayors, but to anyone attempting to boycott Chick-fil-A

over their stance on marriage,
including the private citizens refusing to spend money at Chickfil-A. Private citizens cannot, by
definition, infringe upon anyone’s
constitutional rights to the freedom of speech—only the government can do that.
In both the case of the Red
& Black and of Chick-fil-A, private individuals, groups or organizations cannot infringe upon
the freedom of speech: the First
Amendment of the Constitution
only restricts governmental interference with private expressions of
free speech.
-Sean Fowler
ARCH ‘15

Summer Commencement Cancellation

When I got the invitation
for my fourth co-op last year, it
meant that I would graduate yet
another semester later, summer
of 2013. Although I didn’t really
care for the whole commencement
ceremony thing at the time, my
mother was adamant in making
sure I would have one. I assured
her there would definitely be
one for the family to go to. Why
wouldn’t there?
So I was surprised last week
when my friends said they had
received emails telling them the
school would not be holding
summer commencement ceremonies in the future. This wasn’t a
campus-wide announcement, but
simply an email sent to people the
school thinks are graduating in
the summer. Summer grads have
two great options: walking in the
fall, or not walking at all.
With all of the budget cutting over the past few years, I
figured the school must be saving
an enormous amount of cash by
doing this. According to the announcement, the school will save
a whopping $70,000. Are you kidding me?
Let’s put this in perspective.
The 2012 budget was $1,357.2
million. This isn’t a drop in the
bucket. Are you telling me there
isn’t a single position we could let
leave by attrition to pay for graduation? Or how about the myriad
of programs, services, and events
that are under-utilized, overstaffed and characterized by general indifference? There are jobs all
over campus that pay for students
to basically sit there and do nothing all day.
I understand we are in fiscally hard times, and I applaud the
institute for looking for ways to
trim the budget without affecting
education. But pulling money directly out of an event celebrating
students’ achievements is just cruel. Tech students have a “Tech is
out to get me” attitude their entire
time here. I can’t think of a worse
way to send our alumni out into
the world than reminding them
of this attitude with one final kick
in the teeth. The funny thing is,
it really isn’t that farfetched to
think that upsetting the alumni
like this, just as they’re leaving,
could decrease their donations in
the long term, and wipe out those
short-term savings.
-Michael Tribo
ChBE ‘13
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Apple dominance must spur innovation
It all started with a pink
(yes, pink) iPod Nano a few
years ago.
These days, I wake up to my
iPhone. I workout to my iPod.
I work on an iMac. And I read
the newspaper on my iPad. My
addiction to the colossal electronic giant that’s represented
elegantly by a fundamental
fruit comes as no surprise—
being as objective as possible,
Apple creates products that, in
my experience, are superior to
those that have been offered by
its competitors. Smooth interfaces and distinctive hardware
are trademarks perfected by
the late Steve Jobs that prevent
me from considering most of
Apple’s competitors. But by
and large, I’m not the only one.
With Apple’s $1.05-billionlawsuit win over Samsung for
the latter’s infringement on
the iPhone and iPad technology that underlies its success,
Apple has managed to implicitly create a greater control of
the mobile and tablet market.
Simply put, this worries me,
and may be the reason why I
swap my Mac for what’s currently a less expensive, albeit
not as ideally performing or
aesthetically pleasing, PC.
For Samsung to unravel
its newest technologies that
mimic Apple’s underlying innovations affirms for me that
Apple is the forefront of all
mobile and tablet technologies, achieving this dominance
since the inception of the field

Sam Somani
News Editor
in the second half of the last
decade. With this in mind, it
may take five to ten years for
another company to rise to the
occasion and overtake Apple.
But let’s stop for a second
and consider Apple’s unique
position. Its position in Silicon
Valley, at the forefront of the
world’s most innovative startups, may allow Apple to intercept or even buy out newer
startups that may jeopardize
its position in the market. Not
to mention its current reputation that allows the company
to recruit this generation’s
most brilliant minds. By having these capabilities, Apple
may never cease to advance
its own technologies and stay
ahead of the game.
The ultimate outcome of
this is a continual monopoly
of the markets that Apple
governs. As its market share
grows, so decreases that of
other competitors. Eventually,
if this trend continues, Apple
could completely dominate,
or at least influence, every
one of our phones and tablets.

As much as I love Apple, this
sort of technological socialism
would be far from ideal.
For this reason, I am more
supportive of Microsoft’s and
Google’s own advancements in
these fields than I was when I
ordered my Apple paraphernalia. Although still not on par
with Apple, the newer Windows phones rival the interface
that Apple boasts. With Samsung’s loss, they may go back
to the drawing board to create another device that could
compete with Apple’s unique
elements.
Through support for the
underdogs, a few possibilities
could happen. The most obvious is that the underdog rises
and creates new technology
from the drawing board that
may revolutionize the tablet
market similar to the way Apple did. Again, the chance of
that happening is low for the
reasons mentioned above—
but nevertheless possible.
What else could happen is that
the competition from Microsoft’s Windows Mobile OS

and Android’s increasing performance may catch up with
Apple, causing the latter to
revolutionize the market yet
again. Although this may just
strengthen Apple’s monopoly,
it could provide the customer a newer technology that
changes the game entirely.
As hard as it may be for the
die-hard Apple fans to give
any other brand a chance,
it’s worth pursuing or showing interest in. Letting Apple
market itself instead of having the groupies that worship
the company would make the
company, at the very least,
work a little more for delivering to the customer what it has
given me so far: the very best
product. Although unlikely
because Apple has always been
improving its products—albeit secretly given the lack of forward notice on new iPhone/
Macbook releases—indulging
in the competition’s services,
whether it be the simple Windows phone or a Galaxy tablet, would prevent the biggest
technological company in the
world from stopping what it
does best.
Worst case scenario, substitution of Apple products
means we have to settle for
slightly inferior, in terms of
performance, in my opinion,
devices. At least when I hear
a double-vibration from a text
message, I won’t be one of the
many in the room checking
my iPhone.

Greek provides social, educational structure
Greek life on Tech campus
has always been a hot topic
of debate between so-called
“GDI’s” and those who are actually members of the Greek
society. The several consistent
points and stereotypes made
on each side have led to an
extremely critical and hateful
relationship between the two
communities, a relationship
that could be improved with
better communication and
more interaction.
As a member of Greek
life, one of the arguments I
hear most from non-Greek
members is that I pay for my
friends.
Yes, I pay dues to be a member of a sorority, but are these
dues dedicated to salaries for
girls to pretend like they care
about me? I struggle to think
of an organization that doesn’t
require dues on campus,
whether it is a service organization or an academic group.
Dues are necessary for any
organization to thrive. My
money goes towards a meal
plan, social events, upkeep of
the house and national dues. I
recently joined a service society on campus and had to pay
to join, with the money going
towards t-shirts, our initiation
meal and various service projects and social events throughout the year.
Since my dues go towards
the same type of things in both
organizations, am I paying the
members of each group to be
my friends, or am I paying to

keep an organization successfully running?
Almost everything in life
costs money, and to suggest
that people not make friends
when they spend money to be
somewhere is nearly impossible. Every student on campus
pays to be a member of the
Tech student body, and participates in a meal plan, various optional social activities
and upkeep of our campus and
classrooms.
When the financial requirements for organizations
and where the money will be
allocated are placed side by
side, the differences become
trivial. I pay to be a member
of a sorority, and I pay to be a
member of the Tech community. Both have led to me make
new friends, and neither takes
my dues and directs them towards paying someone to be
my friend.
Another major part of
Greek life that causes problems on campus is the use of
“Word” within each chapter.
When I was in high school,
when an older student finished

past experiences with professors, they would not be looked
down upon, but be seen as
helpful, collaborative students
in a school that requires such
kind of help for success.
Professors rarely release
Anna Amau a test for a student to keep if
they intend to use the same
Sports Editor test again. In fact, many profesors go so far as to post their
old tests on their T-Square aca particularly difficult class he counts where they are available
or she would save their notes to everyone.
and materials from the year
Word is simply an orgaand hand them down to a nized way for students to asfriend in a younger class. This sist each other when they are
was never viewed as cheating, taking a particularly difficult
at least at my school, but I course and may need some
constantly hear about how ev- extra help, and would be very
eryone in Greek life uses word easy to be recreated by any
and cheats.
group on campus.
Everyone has the opportuThe Greek community
nity, whether they are Greek could develop a better relationor not, to help their friends out ship with the rest of the Tech
when they have taken a course student body with better combefore them by telling them munication and understandhow a professor generally tests ing of what actually causes the
his students, or how to do a strife between the two.
problem.
The problems have caused
I know this kind of system such a separation between
goes on outside of Greek life, the student body and set such
and I know plenty of people strict stereotypes that it’s diffifrom the Greek community cult to even know why or when
that have offered to share their the problems even began.
Word with someone in their
It is necessary for all stuclass so that they could both dents to air out their differbenefit from it.
ences and stop categorizing
Although Word does pro- someone based solely on their
vide a competitive advantage affiliation with a particular
to anyone that uses it, a simi- organization or their memberlar system could be created by ship within a certain group in
any group of students on cam- order for our student body to
pus. If a residence hall chose be united and help each other
to share information about move forward.

What do you think of the
recent restaurant changes?

Saranya Karthikeyan
Fourth-year BME

“I am disappointed. I want
my Einstein’s back!”

Patricia Murphy
Fourth-year BIO

“I come back from Switzerland and this is what I
find?!”

Rahim Panjwani
Second-year AE

“I’m glad Einstein’s is gone
and now Subway will have
two lines.”

Michael Butler
Fourth-year BME

“It sounds delicious!”
Photos by Kevin Brawley / Student Publications
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HOT– or –NOT
Dragoncon

Grab your phaser, brush
up on your Klingon and fire
up the Turdis because it is
that time of year again. Storm
troopers, warlocks and steampunks will be taking over
downtown Atlanta in honor of
all things science fiction.

Monday off

Labor Day, the unofficial
end of summer and one of the
most underrated school holidays of all time, is here again.
Put away all your white clothes
and prepare for an extra-long
weekend before classes roar
into full swing.

I-Not

Billed as a major gathering
for campus organizations to
attracted and recruit potential
new members, I-Night had a
relatively small turnout that
left clubs across campus looking elsewhere for potential
members.

Volley-balled

Fight songs are inherently
designed to pump up both the
crowd and the players, but the
new fight song that debuted
this weekend’s volleyball tournament was anything but,
with one crescendo leading
straight into another.

Graduate SGA helping to bridge
cultural, social, educational gaps
With the close of registration
this Fall, Tech for the first time in
her history had more than 7,000
graduate students enrolled, accounting for 33% of the students
here at Tech. This is quite a stark
contrast to the early days of the
graduate program at Tech, when
the graduate students were few
and far between.
Today’s graduate student population is a melting pot of identities, cultures, experiences and
interests. Thirty-four percent of
the graduate student body comes
from states outside of Georgia.
And over 40 percent of the graduate student body originates from
outside the US, compared to nine
percent for the undergraduate student body.
Aside from geographic origins,
the graduate student body is a collection of individuals covering the
spectrum of the different stages
one can be at in life. Some students may be unattached, while
others may have already started a
family.
As our campus continues to
expand, and the graduate student
population continues to diversify,
the disconnect between graduate
students across campus increases.
With our busy schedules and
diverse backgrounds, we as graduate students often enough do not
go out of our way to foster relationships with fellow graduate

Michael Kirka
Graduate Student Body President
students within other programs
or colleges unless they are conveniently our neighbors.
As Graduate SGA, we seek to
be the bridge between colleges
and units across campus. In an
effort to build a greater sense of
community here at Tech, we the
Graduate SGA have held campuswide social events and professional development programs for
graduate students.
Examples of which include our
Annual Graduate Student Picnic
(Sept. 7), the Georgia Tech Research and Innovation Conference
(Feb. 12, 2013) and the Graduate
Career Symposium.
Furthermore, Graduate SGA
is the platform through which the
concerns of the graduate student
body are collected and presented
to the administration so that a
collaborative result can be accomplished.

The most recent such result
was the change in the mandatory
health insurance plan that was
finally brought about after four
years of efforts between Graduate
SGA and the Tech Administration.
This year, we wish to further
bring graduate students together
through university-wide events
that target the interests of the
graduate student body. These may
take the form of workshops to
assist those with entrepreneurial
endeavors, research elevator talk
competitions, or simple get-togethers, for students and faculty,
centered around food and drink.
We the Graduate SGA work
to serve you, the graduate students. So, if at any time you think
of a way that we may improve
the graduate student experience,
please contact us and share your
ideas.

Focus

focus@nique.net
Focus Editor:
Madison Lee

From robotic musicians to the latest
smartphones on the market, technology has
shaped Tech’s campus and the world in every
imaginable way. This week, Focus takes a
look at modern technology and the role it
plays in our lives.

Robot DJ ‘Shimi’ listens, learns from music
By Madison Lee
Focus Editor

For anyone who ever wondered what it would be like if a
media player could do more than
just store and shuffle songs in a
music library, that dream is finally becoming a reality.
Developed in the Center for
Music Technology, the Shimi
project is part of Tech’s Robotic
Musicianship Group aimed at
changing the way people experience music through technological innovation.
“For Shimi, the brain is all in
the phone. It’s basically a speaker
dock […] when you dock your
phone it analyzes your music
playlist and is able to suggest
songs [depending] on different
moods, like which songs in your
playlist are upbeat,” said Mason
Bretan, an MT PhD student
working on the project with its
creator Gil Weinberg.
Standing at one foot tall,
Shimi is powered by smartphone
music applications and has a
variety of intuitive capabilities,
allowing it to respond to vocal
requests, movements and sounds.
The robot uses them as cues to
give the listener a unique hi-def
musical performance.
Not only does Shimi tap its
foot and move in time to the music, but its built-in camera can
detect and follow the user around
a room, turning its head so the
speakers are always facing the listener and improving the quality
of sound.
“We’re trying to enhance the
listening experience, taking that
mp3 or desktop iTunes application and transferring it over to a
[level of] interaction so you can
actually talk to Shimi and use
gestures to get Shimi to react in
a specific way. It’s because of this
interaction and because it has intelligence that Shimi can learn
from your tastes and sometimes
even surprise you, giving you a

new perspective on what to listen
to,” Bretan said.
Shimi also pays attention
to rhythm and tempo when it
makes a song selection. For instance, tapping the beat to Coldplay’s “Viva la Vida” would direct
Shimi to scan the phone’s music
library, identify the best match
and play the song without any
further instruction.
Along with giving the user
feedback on the playlist and
recommending new music selections, the creative and interactive
features of Shimi technology allows the robot to recognize genre
playlists as well. In a demonstration, when Shimi was told to play
disco music the robot paused for
a few seconds, staring at the
smartphone
screen,
then began tapping
its foot along to the
Jackson 5 classic
“ABC.”
“When
Shimi
does the analysis
of your playlist it
looks for other artists who are similar.
When you play a
song Shimi dances
to the rhythm using
Echo Nest beat detection. We’ve also
segmented different
sections of the song,
like the chorus, so
Shimi can respond
to them differently,”
Bretan said.
Shimi was wellreceived by audiences in San Francisco
in June when invited
to perform at Google
I/O, an annual expo
that features demos
for new prototypes
around the country.
A band consisting of
three Shimi robots
put on a show, giving a synchronized
live
performance

in time to a specially-composed
piece.
Tovbot, a new start-up company founded in part by the
Tech roboticists that design next
generation personal robots like
Shimi, is in the process of commercializing it. They want to get
the robotic speaker docks on the
market and have set the launch
date for early next year.
Added features will ensure
that Shimi helps its users stay
connected with other smartphone
apps even when the music stops.
According to the Tovbot site, its
movements will notify them of
Facebook post updates and new
Twitter followers, as well as interact with games and tutorials.

As the place where Shimi was
developed, the creative environment at Tech was inspiration in
itself. Innovations in music technology like this one can easily
find a home on campus, where
new ideas can come from unexpected sources.
“Tech has a really strong program in robotics and artificial intelligence […] we’re able to talk
to people not just from within
our own lab group, but go outside
and talk to other students and
professors in computer science
or psychology or any department
that can provide input we feel
might be beneficial to the project. There’s definitely a level of
collaboration here,” Bretan said.

The Mac versus PC debate is
as old as digital time itself. The
goliath industries have been slugging it out for years over control
of computer markets and consumer loyalty.
The lines are drawn sharply on
this issue, and at an engineering
school the stakes are even higher
among devoted fans. But what is
it that makes someone a die-hard
supporter or critic of either?
From stability and security to
price and multimedia options,
Mac and PC users often run to
different ends of the spectrum.
“From a software standpoint
[Mac OSX is] a more robust operating system; it’s centralized
around UNIX, more simple but
secure and powerful,” said Kevin
Braeburn, a third-year CS major.
Operating systems and software are a major contention

point. Apple has led the market
in touch-screen capabilities and
touch-pad gestures from the start;
paired with integrated software
and media-editing programs, this
makes Mac computers a formidable opponent against Microsoft’s
Windows OS.
On the downside, Macs are
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Choosing
the right
smartphone
By Divya Varahabhatla
Contributing Writer

A smartphone is a powerful asset in this day and age. While it
is a worthy investment, there are
many things to consider before
purchasing one. Follow these tips
to get the most out of a smartphone.
Set a Budget

Pricing can be a big factor in
making a phone look appealing to
a consumer. Students especially
are on the lookout for the biggest
bang for their buck. Set a budget, and remember that most cell
phone companies will offer promotions and discounts for certain
plans.
“When I was choosing a smartphone, the iPhone was readily
available on AT&T’s plan, which
made it more affordable,” said
Amber Bachlani, a fourth-year
BA major.
Compare Data Plans

The data plan can be a bigger
expense than the phone itself. A
quick search of different phone
companies’ websites can provide
a lot of information about their
plans, rates and services. Calling
the companies directly can be
another way to get information.
When calling, ask for any deals
that fall within a price range to see
if they offer any budget-friendly
deals.
Do Your Research

Design by Lisa Xia / Student Publications

Taking sides: Students identify as Macs, PCs
By Alex Kessler
Staff Writer

Technique

not easy to fix as the cases are
sealed and intricately organized.
Replacing components is almost
as expensive as just buying a new
computer. PCs can be custom
built and incorporate a much
wider range of third-party hardware. Competing graphics card,
hard drive and memory com-

Design by Brittany Miles/Student Publications

panies drive component prices
down for consumers; and changing any of these items is as easy as
opening the case and switching
them out by hand.
Some may have a particular
preference for Apple’s intuitive
interface and simplified GUI, but
others prefer the robust, industry
standard Windows 7. The Windows OS is used almost universally in workplace environments,
though that may start to change
in certain industries, and standardized knowledge is necessary
for getting jobs.
Another major issue is gaming, where few modern games are
offered for Macs. For example,
Xbox 360 games are not compatible with Mac computers, while
many popular games are only
available only for PCs.
However, where hardware is
concerned, the simplicity of a PC
can sometimes be a deterrent.
See Sides, page 11

Use websites that compare
different carriers. MyRatePlan
automatically researches different plans so users can make an
informed decision. Look up available networks in the area and
phone carrier customer services to
avoid any problems along the line.
“[My phone] activates the data
plan even if I disconnect Wi-Fi.
If you’re looking to buy a smart
phone, check the software before
you commit to buying it,” said
Emilia Amalfitano, a fourth-year
CHBE major.
Software Search

The user-friendly apps that
make everything accessible are
the big appeal for smartphones.
Research the type of phone and
OS compatibility before buying.
With the variety of brands from
iPhone OS, Android, Blackberry
6, and Windows Phone 7, there
are a massive number of apps.
Apple offers the most apps (over
300,000) while Android offers
optimum customization.
Shop Around

It helps to shop around and
compare deals from places that
are not “traditional” phone carriers. Be sure to look at deals from
Amazon, Best Buy and Walmart
to find the best option.
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eReaders compete with books for dominance
By Aaron Tumulak
Contributing Writer

A quick glance around any
lecture hall today will show many
glowing faces. It’s not from a
newfound enthusiasm for calculus
though, but the backlight of an
LCD.
In recent years, eBooks have
proliferated on a myriad of smartphones, tablets and notebooks.
Digital distribution companies
have recognized a lucrative market for eBooks and have begun
pitting their online stores against
each other.
In 2011, Amazon announced
that eBook had surpassed print
books in sales, a milestone which
reflects the public’s growing demand for electronic media.
eReaders have noticeably appeared on Tech’s campus, where
flipping through pages has been
replaced by swiping and scrolling.
For students, eBooks are wellsuited to the college lifestyle. One
eBook reader can carry an entire
semester’s worth of textbooks, unlike traditional textbooks, which
can be back-breakingly heavy.
Smartphones can give students
access to course material whenever and wherever they please. eBooks are easily backed up, making
them impossible to lose and virtually indestructible.
Students who have homework online find it convenient to
have an eBook open next to their
browser window.
“It’s more convenient for Eco-

nomics [...] you can reference it
while you’re doing the homework
online,” said Mary Grace Carpenter, a second-year INTA major.
eBooks tend to be cheaper and
easier to buy than print books.
“You don’t have shipping
[costs...] you don’t have to deal
with the lines if you buy in the
Tech bookstore,” said Spencer
Malone, a third-year CS major.
“It’s cheaper and I essentially get
the ability to print the book if I
want the physical copy and I get it
on digital format which is where I
prefer to have it.”
Some eBooks come with Digital Rights Management (DRM)
which can become inconvenient
or frustrating. Some eBooks re-

quire proprietary software
or an active internet connection to be viewed. For
instance, Apple does not support
reading purchased iBooks on anything besides its iOS devices.
eBooks have not supplant pen’s
and paper’s centuries-old monopoly in higher education, though.
Kelliann Morrisey, a second-year
BA major, believes that eBooks
are easier to use for certain classes
than others.
“I think it’s more important
to have traditional pen and paper when you’re writing notes for
math or science,” Morrisey said.
“But for more liberal arts classes I
think it’s easier.”
Reading on an LCD for ex-

Design by Brenda Lin / Student Publications

tended periods can strain the
eyes, as well. On a particularly
sunny day, glare can make reading
outside more difficult than with
traditional books. Electronic ink
is one solution to these problems
but can also have drawbacks.
“Kindles have e-ink. I love
reading on the Kindle. But the
response time on those touch
screens is really slow,” said Nirmit
Shah, a fifth-year IE major.
Traditional print books are an
institution, but as technology advances eReaders lead the pack. In
the meantime, scribbling in the
margins and the fear of paper cuts
are here to stay.

Interested in writing,
photography, design or
advertising?
Join the Technique to get
the chance to discover all
aspects of campus! Weekly
staff meetings Tuesdays at
7 p.m. in Flag Building
Rm. 137

www.nique.net

Sides
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“It’s based on your education
of computers. If you compare a
Mac and PC specs they are essentially the same, but it’s Apple’s
marketing and design that get
sales. I can build the same PC for
half the cost,” said Robert Fisher,
a fourth-year PTFE major.
A new Macbook Air 11’’ with
Intel i5, integrated graphics, 4 GB
DDR3 memory and 64 GB solid
state drive starts at $1000. Meanwhile, a competing PC laptop
with similar components can start
at around $600.
“It’s not that I’m a hardcore fan
of PCs, it’s just that Macs are too
expensive for just a Apple logo on
the back,” Fisher said.
On a scale, it is generally
known that Apple products cost
more than their PC counterparts.
The pricing gap is to some extent
explained by hardware considerations and by other design costs,
such as product development.
“From a hardware standpoint
[Macs] are parallel to PCs, but
Apple makes hardware together
with software so they work together really nicely. It’s the results
of billions of dollars of research
and development that’s worth it,”
Braeburn said.
Braeburn used PCs most of
his life before college, when he
became taken with the cuttingedge development in iOS software. Fisher has always used PCs
and continues to enjoy a variety of
games on his budget-efficient and
custom-built setup. In short, Mac
and PC appeal to two separate
types of people and two separate
markets.
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Each week, the Focus section seeks student opinion on some of
the most important and pertinent questions related to the theme.

Technology and relationships: good or bad?
By Avanti Joglekar
Contributing Writer

Modern
technology
has
changed the way people communicate with one another. With the
advent of texting, email, instant
messaging and social networks,
relationships have been affected
by these speedy means of communication.
According to some students,
impatience is another unfortunate
side effect of rapid-fire communication technology.
“We’re so used to having instant feedback that if someone
sends a text and doesn’t get a response back quickly, they freak
out and think something is wrong
when the other person may just
have lost service,” said Mike
Glatzer, a fifth-year BME major.
Though new technologies have
made keeping up with friends and
family faster more convenient and
more accessible some students
find that attempts to build significant relationships suffer due to the
limits on personal, face-to-face
contact.
“Modern technology is creating distance in relationships.
Online social media and instant
messaging allow people to communicate without being face-toface. It takes away that personal
touch and I think it also hinders
people from developing good social skills,” said Jason Green, a
third-year EE major.
Some students feel that relationships founded on technological interaction are too weak to
stand, making modern relationships more difficult.
“I think it doesn’t help it all because people can now use technol-

ogy as an excuse to interact without actually meeting, and a lot of
times, when they actually meet,
it’s nothing like the relationship
was online,” said Parth Thakore,
a fifth-year PSYCH major.
On the other hand, the ease
with which people can reach out
to each other in this day and age
has improved since the development of new communication
technologies. Getting in touch
with peers is now only a click or
a text away.
“It’s a huge aid in maintaining
contact with people with whom
you otherwise couldn’t, and can
even be useful for meeting entirely new people, but it also makes it
dangerously easy to overlook the
value of being together in person
with someone. I’m sure I would be
much closer with all of my friends
if 100 percent of our conversations happened in person [...] but
that’s not feasible because people
don’t all live near each other,” said
Thomas Mahoney, a fifth-year CS
major.
Though social media and texting are no substitute for chatting
in person, maintaining long-distance and long-term relationships
has become simpler since communicating across the globe can happen in a matter of seconds.
“I can sustain relationships
relatively well over long distances and over long periods of time
much easier than in the past. This
summer I visited friends in six
countries on five continents, some
of them who I hadn’t seen in years
[...] but our friendships grew on
Facebook. Facebook made those
relationships sustainable,” said
Leslie Dillon Parker, a fifth-year
ECON major.

Computers in class require work ethic
By Brian Seo
Contributing Writer

From what was once the size of
a standard room but is now compact enough for easy mobility, the
personal computer has revolutionized many aspects of professional
and personal life over the past few
decades.
When it comes to academia,
many Tech students use the PC
for note taking and as a reference
during class lectures. However,
social networks, blogs and other
sites flood the wireless wavelengths, and some students find
this distracting.
It is common knowledge between professors and students
alike that not all of the time spent
on computers during class is allocated to note taking.
“It’s a distraction more than
anything else, because you’re
too tempted to get on the internet rather than take any notes,”
said Amanda Nabors, a first-year
PUBP major.
This train of thought is relevant
even to those who would come to
defend the noble device. In many
ways, the prohibition of laptops in

middle and high school have led
students to take advantage of the
opportunity to use computers in
university classes, for better or for
worse.
“Computers are distracting in
the same sense as cell phones in
high school. Since laptop [screens]
face away from the instructor […]
people feel that they’re able to play
games or chat with a friend on
Facebook,” said Nayomi Mitchell,
a first-year CS major.
Nevertheless, many students
use computers in class as a tool
to aid their learning experience
and make the most of their time
at Tech.
Laptops can be used to access
pertinent materials during class,
pull up lecture slides and follow
along with the professor. Students
can enhance the quality of their
note taking them down electronically. This makes it easier to reference them for study and can help
students improve their grades.
“I wouldn’t be on Facebook
because I’m paying money for this
class so I want to learn,” said Nick
Tailhardat, a first-year ISYE major.
Computers have proven to be

a useful and sometimes crucial
tool for class, research, homework
and projects, but they can be detrimental to successful academic
performance in higher education.
“A lot of our lectures are led using computers with Powerpoints
and demos and things like that,
and they can be used pretty effectively for note taking, but with the
ubiquity of the Internet and the
ease of access to social media and
all kinds of games and stuff it’s really easy for a lot of students to get
distracted,” said Philip Miller, a
fourth year CHBE major.
Individual work ethic determines whether laptops in class
become an asset or a distraction,
though. The decision to use computers during lecture, for academic or social purposes, is the responsibility of each student.
“I see both sides of the argument. Ultimately it is the student’s
decision as to whether [they]
uses the computer for the right
or wrong reasons; if it prevents
them from paying attention, then
they make that decision and their
grade is a reflection on their part,”
said Caleb Anderson, a first-year
BIO major.

Photo by Sho Kitamura / Student Publications

Unless directed otherwise by their professors, many students bring laptop computers and tablets
to lectures. Some professors, though, prohibit the use of electronic devices, including computers.
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Lawless proves vapid, breaks no rules
Lawless
GENRE: Gangster, Western
STARRING: Shia LaBeouf,
Tom Hardy, Guy Pearce
DIRECTOR: John Hillcoat
RATING: R
RELEASE DATE: Aug. 29

OUR TAKE:
By Brent Hornilla
Contributing Writer

It is the mid-1920s and although alcohol is illegal, it is not
hard to come by thanks to bootleggers like the Bondurant brothers. Forrest (Tom Hardy, Inception) is the eldest of the three, a
legend among the locals of Franklin County, Va. Howard (Jason
Clarke, Public Enemies) is the
muscle, and Jack (Shia LaBeouf,
Transformers), the youngest, is
the driver. The three make a
modest living, but their way of
life is threatened when city cop
Charlie Rakes (Guy Pearce, Memento) moves to cut in on the local moonshinine business. While
most are content to pay their dues,
the Bondurant brothers make a
point of taking a stand against the
would-be invader.
From here, the plot is fairly predictable without much regard for
a coherent and engaging sequence
of events. LaBeouf’s character

serves as the story’s narrator and
main protagonist: the troubled
young man who gets in over his
head while trying to act tougher
than he really is. Coincidentally,
this is the same archetype he
played in all of his other movies.
Along comes a girl to impress,
pin-striped clothes to show off, a
best friend to take for granted and
an undeserved air of superiority.
It suffices to say that by the end
of the movie the audience doesn’t
care about Jack, as his existence is
forgettable.
On the other hand, Hardy and
Pearce provide powerhouse performances that, by themselves,
almost justify watching the film.
Forrest Bondurant is the apotheosis of the strong, silent type,
always straight and to the point. A
man of few words who mumbles
more than he speaks, he says more
during the opening scene than he
does through the rest of the film.
Some locals think he is immortal,
an idea he believes himself.
Rakes is sly and subtle, an underhanded fellow who will get
his hands dirty, but not his suit.
Taking the time to adjust his collar and cuffs as he beats someone
senseless, he makes it clear that he
is a man whose cruelty knows no
bounds and whose sheer presence
is unnerving.
The film’s real strength, however, is in the portrayal of a time
period. Director John Hillcoat
recreates a look and feel fitting of
the Prohibition era.

This is not a film for the faint
of heart. Racial and social distinctions are made commonplace,
fights are started often and no
hour of the day is too early for
drinking. Instead of being candycoated with special effects, high
intensity scenes are shot with an
eye for excruciating details and
authentic grit.
A number of characters find
themselves in pools of their own
blood. One scene in particular
thoroughly demonstrates the slitting of someone’s throat, cutting
back to their writhing body gasping for air several times over the
next few minutes. Repeated blows
to the face are made to look like
they hurt, and gunshot wounds
are typically lethal. The monologue is nonexistent.
In spite of a bland protagonist and a story without real
weight, a few memorable
characters and a respect for
the setting’s authenticity
manage to make this a
worthwhile experience.
An uncommon take on
a gangster movie, Lawless has a just enough
western mixed into
its formula it to keep
the audience interested. Tom Hardy
brings plenty of
laughs,
Guy
Pearce
gives
more depth to
his
character
than is probably

deserved, and Shia
LaBeouf is Shia
LaBeouf.
F a n s
of the
genre
should be
pleased, but anyone
hoping to be wowed
by plot twists or symbolism should steer
clear.
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Internship offers
Asher draws line between belief, art
glimpse into production
By Jillian Broaddus
Staff Writer

Whether almost being run
over by Owen Wilson on a golf
cart or having to find a detour to
class since your path is blocked by
multicolor umbrellas and massive
camera crews, nearly every student has been aware of the filming
of The Internship on campus.
This upcoming comedy film,
planned to be released some time
in 2013, stars Vince Vaughn (who
also wrote the movie) and Owen
Wilson as two recently laid-off,
middle-aged men who must work
as interns at Google, surrounded
by bosses and co-workers who are
in their early twenties.
Although there have been numerous sightings on campus of the
film production taking place—including at the Clough Commons,
Klaus Computing Building and
the Biotechnology Quad, to name
a few—the crew has worked hard
at maintaining their productivity
amidst the whirlwind of activity surrounding the start of fall
classes. Building entrances were
occasionally blocked off, and students were often denied access
to most of the behind-the-scenes

action. However, as production
on campus came to an end this
past weekend, executive producer and first assistant director John McLaglen gave Tech
students and Atlanta citizens a
first-hand glimpse of the moviemaking industry and behind-the
scenes technology in the twentyfirst century at the “Hollywood
Comes to Tech” seminar.
“Tech was a no-brainer,”
McLaglen said of the decision
of the location for shooting.
After settling on Atlanta due
to the favorable tax breaks, the
production crew looked for a
setting which would encompass
the “creative yet studious vibe”
of the actual Google campus
headquarters in Mountain View,
Calif. Tech’s combination of
green space, inner-city diversity and opportunities, buildings
with high ceilings and open area
made the campus “even better”
than the actual Google center.
After negotiating deals with
Institute President G.P. “Bud”
Peterson and various Atlanta officials, the cast and crew realized
how ideal this college setting
See Hollywood, page 15

Photo courtesy of Josh Lamkin, Theatrical Outfit

My Name is Asher Lev
PERFORMERS: Nick
Arapoglou, Lane Carlock,
Brian Kurlander
DIRECTOR: Mira Hirsch
LOCATION: Theatrical Outfit
DATE: Aug. 22 - Sept. 16

OUR TAKE:
By Brent Hornilla
Contributing Writer

Asher Lev is a Hasidic Jew born
with a remarkable gift for the arts.
Torn between his faith and his

artistic impulses, My Name is
Asher Lev follows a young man’s
struggle to balance the two until
he is ultimately forced to choose.
The story is told from Asher’s
point of view, as far back as the
age of four when he created his
first drawing. The audience sees
him grow and mature, both as
an artist and a person.
As a boy, he has an insatiable
desire to draw everything he
sees, exactly as he sees it. His
father is a rabbi, traveling the
world to spread the practices and
teachings of the Jewish faith. At
a time when Jews are being persecuted in Soviet Russia, Asher’s
father considers his work more
important than ever and is un-

able to understand his son’s artistic obsessions as anything more
than child’s play. When he finally
realizes that Asher’s passion for
the arts is more than a passing
phase, the rift between them widens. All the while, Asher’s mother
is caught in the crossfire, pushed
to the brink of insanity by the
ill-fated death of her brother and
terse family situation.
Originally a novel, this stage
adaptation is performed by three
cast members. Asher is played by
Nick Arapoglou, all of the women
are played by Lane Carlock and
the rest of the men are played by
Brian Kurlander.
See Asher, page 15
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Premium Rush choice in concept, inferior in execution
Premium Rush
GENRE: Action
STARRING: Joseph GordonLevitt, Michael Shannon
DIRECTOR: David Koepp
RATING: PG-13
RELEASE DATE: Aug. 24

OUR TAKE:
By Joe Murphy
Assistant Entertainment Editor

In most Hollywood car chases, bicyclists are the ones that get
hit or get in the way. But not this
time. Showcasing the form of intensity that comes from mixing
high-speed chases with extreme
cycling, Premium Rush hit theaters on Aug. 24.
Viewers who were intrigued by
the reasonably original concept
may find this film lacking in other
areas. The plot follows a range of
characters through the events of a
single day in New York City. The
main protagonist, a bike messenger named Wilee (Joseph GordonLevitt, The Dark Knight Rises),
finds himself in over his head
when he is hired to deliver a mysterious envelope and subsequently
becomes the target of a dirty cop
(Michael Shannon, Revolutionary
Road) who seeks the envelope’s
contents.
A race against time ensues, with
Wilee having to speed through
traffic on a bike without brakes,
avoiding cars, pedestrians and
those who want the precious en-

velope he is carrying. On account
of the film’s unusual storytelling
method, each character’s role and
timeline is shown individually, allowing the audience to witness the
same few hours repeatedly, but
from a different perspective each
time. As each sequence of events
unfolds, the action is carried from
the paths of Central Park to the
streets of Chinatown.
In the area of rapid-fire action,
Premium Rush has crowd appeal.
The streets of New York are as
good as it gets when it comes to
chase scenes at breakneck speeds.
However, when the film is nothing but rapid-fire chase scenes,
the audience tends to lose interest.
Sadly, most viewers may find the
film guilty of this crime, growing
tired of seeing the same chase seen
reenacted multiple times.
Premium Rush has a wide variety of characters, but none of
them are particularly complex or
appealing. Because most of the
characters’ screen time involves
them racing around at speeds topping 50 miles per hour, little time
can be devoted to investigating
individual characters. In other
words, the film has action that is
entertaining, but it never takes the
time to develop other areas like
character depth and plot intricacy,
leading to shallow story telling.
That being said, Gordon-Levitt
does a fair job in the lead role, providing his character with the appropriate amount of attitude and
comic relief. In light of his recent
stoic and hard-faced performance
in The Dark Knight Rises, as well
as his lead role in the upcoming
film Looper, Gordon-Levitt has

displayed a range of characters
this year. Even though that range
may not be particularly wide or
fascinating, it has been enough
to keep his performances interesting and refreshing, with Premium
Rush being no exception.
Shannon’s portrayal of the
rogue cop is also enjoyable to
watch, albeit slightly annoying
at times. Whereas Gordon-Levitt
provides his character with sharp
wit and a dare-devilish attitude,

Shannon’s character is more that
of a man teetering on the line between menace and psycho, giving
him an entertaining sense of unpredictability.
As for the rest of the cast, they
each give performances that keep
the film on its feet and moving
forward, but there is not much
that sticks out in a way that keep
viewers wanting more.
On the whole, Premium Rush
may not be the most enthrall-

ing blockbuster to reach the big
screen, but it will be up to audience members to decide whether
or not it is worth the ticket price.
The action flows nicely, and
there are a few Hollywood-style
stunts thrown in, but the characters and storyline may seem weak
in comparison. If viewers want a
movie that will entertain them,
but not completely blow their
minds, this film may be the right
choice.
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was for the film’s premise.
“[Choosing a location] is like a
first date,” McLaglen said. “You’re
not sure how it’s going to work
out… but by the third or fourth
date, we were in love.”
The remainder of the seminar
addressed the specifics of film
technology and the development
of multimedia in today’s digital
age. McLaglen and the movie’s
art director, Tom Meyer, utilized
scenes from 2011’s Real Steel—as
well as their collaborations on
Avatar, The Polar Express, Beowulf
and even Titanic—to showcase
how technology has evolved and is
continuing to enhance the movieviewing experience.
The presentation displayed the
step-by-step process of modeling a
robot after the boxing characteristics of Muhammad Ali and the
way in which Zoe Saldana trans-

formed into an outer space creature through in-camera effects.
Live action animation scenes and
realistic virtual realities from Real
Steel were shown and discussed,
and are made through the same
high-powered 3-D technology
used in brain surgery.
McLaglen also provided valuable insight into the future of the
film industry. Leading innovators
such as James Cameron—director
of the two highest grossing films
of all time, Avatar and Titanic—
are aiming to increase the frames
per second capability in motion
pictures, as well as improving the
3-D experience and working towards 4-D effects and holographic
technology.
“The one thing that a movie
does [which books cannot] is
bring us all together. To hear
someone else in the theater laugh
or cry…that’s what movie making
is all about,” McLaglen said.

Photo by Josh Sandler / Student Publications

Sites around Tech, like Klaus, were transformed into Google
headquarters for filming of The Internship this summer.

Asher

from page 13

Although Arapoglou is outstanding as Asher, he is also given
the most time on stage without
having to change characters.
Carlock haunts the stage as
Asher’s mother during one of the
play’s most powerful scenes: bedridden and depressed, she stares
off into the distance as she asks
her son to draw the world beautiful, “the way it should be.” Kurlander is equally impressive as
Jacob Kahn, a non-observant Jew
and a skilled artist who becomes
Asher’s friend and mentor.
Early in his apprenticeship,
Asher paints a picture of one of
his classmates. Immediately after
seeing the painting, Jacob scolds
Asher for lying to himself and the
canvas. Jacob explains to Asher
that an artist has a single responsibility: to tell the truth through
their works, even when others will
not accept it.
Along with its excellent cast,
the play also demonstrates effective technical choices. A number
of the play’s earlier scenes are portrayed with Asher present, but not

physically represented. The audience can clearly see where Asher
should be, given context from
other characters, but Arapoglou
often narrates from off-stage, as if
to replicate the speaker being unable to picture himself in the situations first hand.
The play’s soundtrack is comprised mostly of violins, perfect
for creating an eerie ambiance
during scenes with a fevered pitch.
In spite of only having two major
set pieces, the performance space
never seems confined. A giant
scale stands over the back of the
stage, tilted slightly to one side as
if to foreshadow Asher’s inevitable
inability to balance that which he
holds dear.
My Name is Asher Lev is a story
worth telling, addressing the universal dilemma of a community
condemning the beliefs of the individual.
While there may not be a conflict in the mind of the individual,
it is the collective that deems what
is and is not socially acceptable.
When faced with the decision to
compromise our own beliefs, what
should we choose?
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South Korea: Native films surpass Western counterparts
By Jonathan Peak
Entertainment Editor

Not since the Latin pop explosion of the early naughts has a
sub-culture managed to gain mass
attention. In the past year though,
Korean pop stars and television
dramas, already having spread
over Asia, began to take steps into
the ethnocentric American market. Hulu has already partnered
with popular website DramaFever
to provide TV shows within hours
of their airing in Korea.
However, much like the Latin
explosion years ago with Ricky
Martin, Shakira and telenovelas,
the K-pop wave has only thus far
been for serial dramas and music.
This ignores a major outlet in native countries: the cinema.
Foreign movies that gain limited or major release in the US
have the unfortunate tendency to
be artsy and high-minded, often
ignoring, undermining or highlighting only a small part of the
culture from which they originate.
Korea has had plenty of art
movies released in the US from
the ultra-violent, Oedipal infused
revenge of Oldboy to the highminded and difficult new take
on the monster movie, The Host.
However, these are not representative of what has been most popular in Korean cineplexes and do
not reflect the common history or
attitudes of the average Korean.
Three movies instantly come
to mind when looking at Korean
releases from the past few years.
Each is very different, highly successful and easily comparable to a
Western counterpart, but are often far better.
In 2010, the highest grossing

Photos courtesy of CJ Entertainment (L, C), Showbox Entertainment (R)

Korean film was a man-saveschild movie in the trope of Man
on Fire, or the more recent Drive.
The Man from Nowhere (Ajeossi, or
Mr., in Korean) stars Won Bin as
an ex-Secret Service whose only
friend is the little girl next door.
When she and her mother are kidnapped in the dark underworld of
Korea’s drug and organ dealers, he
goes on a rampage to try and get
them back.
While not reaching the intensity or violence of Drive, The Man
from Nowhere comes close and
surpasses it in humanity. It also
features what is easily one of the
best knife scenes on film. The Man
from Nowhere demonstrates the
new viability of an Asian-action
film that does not rely on kung-fu
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or martial arts, escaping the narrowing confines of a sub-genre.
Korean dramas and music videos are known for their sad and
tragic plot lines—enter 2004’s A
Moment to Remember. The Korean title roughly translates to “An
eraser in my head,” and like The
Notebook, features a couple struggling with the onset of Alzheimer’s
disease. However, in A Moment to
Remember, the loss begins when
the girl is only 27 and the couple
is in their prime. The courtship of
Chul-Soo and Su-Jin begins as a
princess-and-the-pauper tale, but
as the disease takes its toll, the
movie quickly transitions to genuinely heartbreaking moments.
The movie takes away the
convoluted love triangle of The

Notebook and instead focuses on
a couple in an impossible situation and how they work through
it. The movie is poignant and contains plenty of tear jerking scenes,
but be warned—it is the last scene
that will really bring the waterworks.
The last movie, Taegukgi: The
Brotherhood of War, is also from
2004. It is filled with its own share
of tragedy, though this time taking on the difficult topic of the
Korean War. It is easy to forget
South Korea is a nation at war, but
this is an issue that has ingrained
itself into the psyche of any native
Korean. Taegukgi: The Brotherhood of War gives a unique insight
into the Korean War as experienced by those whose country it

was for, rather than by the Americans pulled into it. Starring Won
Bin and Jang Don-Gun as brothers forced into fighting a war they
don’t understand, Taegukgi has
the expanse and epic proportions
of Saving Private Ryan. However,
the film takes a far more nuanced
approach, eschewing the expected
nationalist agenda and instead
presenting both sides equally.
Besides this gripping portrayal
of the horrors of war, Taegukgi
also succeeds as viewers see boys
become men and men become
monsters. Throughout the film,
protagonists are held together by
the bonds of family, even as they
question each other’s motives for
fighting.
Taegukgi is perhaps the best example of modern Korean cinema,
and is easily one of the best war
movies made. Both heart-breaking and awe-inspiring, Taegukgi,
though fictional, offers a unique
look at a damaged and broken Korea, but also mankind at its best
and worst.
These Korean movies offer a
brief primer into a rich and vibrant industry that is currently
thriving. Though mainstream foreign movies are often ignored in
favor of domestic or arthouse fare,
The Man from Nowhere, A Moment to Remember and Taegukgi:
The Brotherhood of War show how
foreign cinema can outdo anything produced by Hollywood.
Fortunately for viewers wishing
to experience Korean film,these
movies have become easily available on outlets like Netflix and
YouTube with subtitles. So while
it might take longer to watch the
films, it is well worth the extra effort.
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PILED HIGHER & DEEPER BY JORGE CHAM

COMICS

SMBC BY ZACH WEINERSMITH

SUDOKU PUZZLE

BY SUDOKUCOLLECTION.COM

RODNEY, ETC. BY CASEY TISDEL

COMICS

DILBERT ® BY SCOTT ADAMS
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SMBC BY ZACH WEINERSMITH

XKCD BY RANDALL MUNROE
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SPORTS

STAFF PICKS

Volleyball
WEEK OF AUGUST 31, 2012
Arnau

Sohani

#8 Michigan vs. #2 Alabama (-11)

Bama

Bama

UM

Bama

Bama

Bama

North Texas vs. #3 LSU (-48)

LSU

UNT

UNT

LSU

UNT

LSU

WVU

WVU

WVU

Marsh.

WVU

WVU

#24 Boise St. vs. #13 Michigan St. (-7.5) MSU

BSU

MSU

BSU

MSU

MSU

AU

Clem.

Clem.

Clem.

Clem.

AU

Southern Miss vs. #17 Nebraska (-17.5)

Neb.

Neb.

USM

Neb.

Neb.

USM

Bowling Green vs. #23 Florida (-23)

UF

UF

BG

UF

BG

UF

Kentucky vs. #25 Louisville (-13)

UK

Lou.

Lou.

UK

Lou.

UK

Notre Dame (-14) vs. Navy

Navy

ND

Navy

Navy

Navy

Navy

Tennessee (-7) vs. N.C. State

NCSU

NCSU

NCSU

NCSU

NCSU

NCSU

Marshall vs. #11 West Virginia (-22)

#14 Clemson (-3.5) vs. Auburn

Hakim Schwartz Prasadh

Staff

N.C. STATE

MICHIGAN

BOWLING GREEN

N.C. State comes into
the season with an efficient
and underrated quarterback
in Mike Glennon. Glennon
threw 31 touchdowns last season, only behind Phillip Rivers
in school history.
The Wolfpack return veterans across the roster, including
running back James Washington and cornerback David Amerson, who had a school-record
13 picks in 2012. With both
incoming young talent and
veterans, N.C State should be
able to win their first matchup.

Alabama has an extremely
talented offensive line and
with Eddie Lacy coming back,
their run game should be
strong. On the other side of
the ball, Michigan runs a fluid
option-based offense that will
take even Alabama’s defensive
line some time to get used to.
The game will come down
to Alabama’s front seven containing Michigan’s playmakers
and whether Denard can make
throws down the stretch. Alabama wins on sheer talent, but
Michigan covers the spread.

If this were based on talent
alone, Bowling Green would
never stand a chance. But
Florida, for all its firepower,
was average in both running
and passing the ball last year
and lost several top weapons.
Plus, the offseason is over,
and Will Muschamp still
hasn’t picked a starter at QB
between Jacoby Brissett and
Jeff Driskel. If the head coach
sees the game as an audition,
his team won’t take it seriously.
Florida will win, but the score
will be closer than it should be.
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never fell behind by more than
four points at any given point in
the match. Hunter helped Tech
seal the deal with three kills and
the Jackets won 15-12.
This weekend the Jackets will
take on the Falcons from Bowling
Green on Friday August 31, at 5
p.m. in Bloomington, Ind. Bowling Green comes in with a 0-2
record so far, losing most recently
to Marquette 0-3. Tech’s seniors,
Mead, Hunter, Nicki Meyer, and
Annie Czarnecki will lead the
Tech strike. Bowling Green enters
with two strong players, Daniella
Tonyan and Paige Penrod, leading
in service percentage and kills.
Saturday morning at 10 a.m.,
Tech looks to fight the Cleveland
State Vikings in a heated match
against two competent teams.
Cleveland State won the IPFW
Invitational title this past week-

end, which included teams from
Murray State, IPFW, and Kent
State. The Vikings pose a threat
with Kara Koch and Jackie Dabbelt, with Koch named the Horizon League’s Preseason Offensive
Player of the Year. With evenly
matched players and similar skill
sets, Tech and Cleveland State
should put up a close fight.
In the evening at 7 p.m., Tech
returns to the court versus a
strong and proven Indiana Hoosiers team to close out the tournament. Indiana comes off of its
own tournament, winning all
three matches at the Black Knight
Invitational. Freshman Katie Gallagher of Indiana, named Big
Ten Freshman of the Week, will
lead the undefeated Hoosier team
against the Jackets. Tech will also
need to slow down the attack with
strong performances from blockers Quinn Evans and Jennifer
Percy, both juniors.

Photo by John Nakano / Student Publications

Nicki Meyer sets the ball during Friday’s match against Cal State
Fullerton. Meyer, now a senior, played in all 31 games last season.
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By Anna Arnau
Sports Editor

Technique: Do you have any
pre-race superstitions?
Roberts: I pretty much do the
same warm up routine before every race. I think a lot of runners
do that. You had something that
worked for you when you first
started running so you keep doing that. I have random things
that I’ll do, like hit the inside of
my legs and then I’ll jump three
times. A lot of very ritualistic
warm ups because if I don’t do it,
I’ll feel like I’m not ready to race.
Technique: How did you end
up at Tech?
Roberts: My high school
coach helped me out with recruiting. He knew that I wanted to major in mechanical engineering and
that Tech had a great program, so
he talked to the coach and I came
down here for an official visit. On
my visit, I came and watched the
basketball game and Tech was
0-10 in the conference at the time.
We were playing Wake Forest and
they were ranked No. 1 in the
country. There was a buzzer beater
shot and we rushed the court and
as a high school kid you just can’t
say no to that.
Technique: What does your
typical day look like in the Fall?
Roberts: Today I woke up at
5:10 am, and depending on the

Photo courtesy of the GTAA

Senior Shawn Roberts looks to lead the cross country team this
year with high hopes of going to the 2012 NCAA Championships.
workout I usually get back to my
room around nine in the morning. I’ll relax a little bit and sometimes take a nap so I can be ready
for class, and I have to be able to
schedule my classes so that it will
never interfere with my practices
because sometimes they are at six
am and sometimes they’re at three
in the afternoon.
Technique: What is the longest run you’ve been on?

Roberts: The longest I have
run in a single run is sixteen miles.
The longest I have run in one day
was in my freshman year. I was
being stupid and I hadn’t done
all of my miles for the week, so
a senior made me run with him.
We ran fifteen miles and then
that night he told me to do a three
mile shake out just so I wasn’t too
sore the next day.
Technique: Who is your fa-

vorite athlete?
Roberts: I’m a basketball player at heart. I stopped growing, so
that’s why I started running. I’m a
big Tim Duncan fan because he’s
all about the fundamentals.
Technique: Do you have any
goals for yourself or for the team
this season?
Roberts: I feel like our team
could do well this season. I’m
hoping that we are able to make
it to the NCAA Championships.
One of our best runners is red
shirting this year and he will be
back next year and be a big help.
We’ll have to have a good year and
have a good race on the right day,
but if we all run our best on the
same day, I think we have a shot at
the NCAA Championships.
Technique: If you won the lottery what would be the first thing
you would buy?
Roberts: I would probably pay
the rest of my tuition and just get
that out of the way. Pay it all the
way through graduate school so I
can be stress free when I graduate.
Technique: What has been
your worst injury?
Roberts: I have a chronic lower
back spasm that I get and I don’t
call it an injury because its not
something that happened and I
healed from. It’s a recurring thing
that will happen all the time when
I’m running and I have to stop. I
have had a lot of issues with it and
its been a big problem for me. It
has not happened lately so hopefully it’s done.
Technique: If you could get
on a plane right now and go anywhere, where would you go?
Roberts: Probably Europe because track is so big there. If you

watch one of the meets there on
television, its always so packed. If
I could just get on a plane and go,
be a rabbit and hop into one of the
races and just run in front of all
those people, really anywhere in
Europe, it would be the greatest
experience.
Technique: What is your prerace meal?
Roberts: I don’t do anything
specific before a workout, so I
don’t do anything special for a
race because its really just an intense work out. I’ll usually eat either pasta or salmon, those are my
two options the night before.
Technique: How has your increased college experience helped
you improve as a runner?
Roberts: It has been a big help
for me because I’m not primarily a
cross country runner, I’m a track
runner. I run an 800 meter and
a 1500 meter in track, and now
I have to go run an 8000 meter
race this Saturday. It really wears
on you mentally but it gets easier each time so I’m able to push
harder each time.
Technique: What’s the top
item on your bucket list?
Roberts: Run in the Olympics.
Technique: How have you
been preparing for this weekend’s
race?
Roberts: I’ve been running
a lot of miles. At the end of the
track season I was running tops
forty miles a week and now I’m
close to seventy, so I’m running
double what I used to.
Technique: Are you feeling
healthy and ready to run?
Roberts: I’m feeling ready, it
will really be a review of fitness.
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The triple option: Coach Johnson’s offense explained
By Scott Hakim
Staff Writer

The quarterback by definition
is a decision maker. It is his duty
to make choices based on the playcall, defensive scheme and flow of
the game. He not only has to make
decisions in the passing game, but
also in running plays. Nowhere is
this responsibility more evident
than in the triple option.
Quarterback under center.
Running back 5-7 steps behind
him. 5 lineman. Two mirroring receivers. Two running backs
slightly off line from the lineman
on opposite sides. This is the essence of the Triple option formation. And it is in this formation
that the quarterback has three,
sometimes even four, five or six
decisions he can make. And in
Tech’s offense, the variations are
aplenty.
After the snap the first decision Tech’s redshirt senior quarterback Tevin Washington has to
make is whether or not to hand
it off to the running back behind
him. In Tech’s offense this player
is referred to as the B-back. The
B-back’s job—the starting B-back
is yet to be determined but will
likely be returning starter redshirt
junior David Sims—is to keep the
defense honest in the middle. In
other words, his task is to force a
nine-man defensive front to pinch
in the middle, essentially cutting
off his own lane, but opening up
lanes on the outside. If performed
correctly, the B-back should be
able to gain about three yards each
play. Although this doesn’t seem
like a lot, the continued use of the
B-back opens up all of the other
options in the offense. In many
eyes, the B-back is the most important position in the triple option, and serves as a strong indicator of the game-to-game success of
the offense.
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Orwin Smith fends off a Clemson defender in a crucial 2011 win. Smith will play a major role in
ensuring that Coach Johnson’s triple option guides the Tech offense to another successful season.
If Washington decides not to
give it to the B-back, he then takes
the play in the pre-determined direction—left or right—and has
his second option—the flanked
A-back—to pitch to. Unlike the
B-back option, Washington will
usually not be in direct contact
with the A-back. Instead, he will
be reading the linebackers down
field to try and gauge the path of
attack. If the linebacker or safety
commits to the quarterback, his
read will be a pitch to the A-back,
usually senior Orwin Smith. If
the defender commits to Smith,
Washington’s play is to keep the
ball and run; the third option.
Wrinkles of the option include
passing in this formation, sweeps,
misdirection and screens. In reality, Tech’s offense is more a col-

lection of packages based out of
the triple option, rather than a
straight triple option attack.
But having a successful offense isn’t just about making the
correct reads and excelling in the
open field. This offense relies 100
percent on effective blocking. Perhaps the most underrated facet
of the game of football, blocking
has long been a cornerstone of the
country’s most successful teams.
After transforming the typical
expectations for a lineman in the
Jackets’ system since the offense’s
inception in 2008, Paul Johnson
has arguably the deepest, most
skilled, and most experienced offensive line in his tenure. With
two pre-season national award
finalists in redshirt junior center
Jay Finch and redshirt senior right
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guard Omoregie Uzzi and returning starters at the other tackle
positions and guard, Tech’s line
should be able to consistently control the line of scrimmage. Along
with a core of backups, both new
and old who should get time in a
rotation; Tech’s line is poised to be
one of the most consistent in the
country.
In most offenses, the running
backs and receivers are usually
tasked with protection or downfield blocks, where the running
back waits for a loose defender
coming after the quarterback or a
receiver runs a straight line down
the field to stretch the corners to
provide space in the short field.
Although these schemes are in
play every so often in Tech’s offense, the backs and receivers are

much more engaged in the blocking process from the snap. The
wide receivers must engage the
corners and move them into the
position that opens up the biggest
hole for the A-back who is reacting to the downfield blocking of
the linemen, receivers, and other
backs.
Tech’s blocking system is much
more position and control based
than brute force and power. Sophomore receiver Darren Waller, a
former cornerback explained the
process.
“Here, it’s not as much of a
pound them, push them in the
ground thing, it’s more of a position thing. You can give the
A-back an angle to get around
you, or you could be pinning the
safety. It’s just giving people the
right openings and the right angles. If you’re putting people on
the ground, that’s what you want
to do every time but it’s more of
a position thing in this offense,”
Waller said.
Waller, along with fellow
sophomore Jeff Greene and red
shirt junior Jeremy Moore, will be
tasked with carrying a receiving
unit with zero career receptions.
Tech is fairly inexperienced at
the position with three incoming
freshmen with good size. Luckily
redshirt senior Chris Jackson, a
transfer from Alabama, does have
some experience at blocking.
The bottom line when talking
about Tech’s offense is simple. It
begins and ends with execution
and blocking. Each play is designed to collect yardage methodically, but each play is also able to
be broken for long gains, something that Tech fans have gotten
used to in the last few years.
The potential for this team is
enormous, but like all teams with
high expectations, the level of preparedness must match up with the
will and fight to win.
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slivering secrets saves students’ sanity.
These late night NA volleyball players need to tone it down a
little. Some of us like to sleep.
Making sure strangers on the street are eating their vegetables
since 1873
THEY NEED THEIR VITAMIN D
has a new sliver king been crowned or are we under a continuing
reign?
should i do my hmwk... *eyes bed*...nahhhh
who knew classes could actually be interesting? just didn’t know
I’d have to wait until grad school to get to that point
Tunde, you better be slivering over in Metz
Can’t decide where I’m taking my shenanigans this weekend,
Paris or Venice. Yep, it’s a rough life.
My heart bleeds for all these Tech freshmen full of hope. It’s like
thinking a glass of cold water would quench your thirst in hell.
Apple, GET OFF SAMSUNG’s JOCK.
You cannot patent the rectangle apple. You didn’t invent the rectangle.
ACK! no more crosswords?? how am i supposed to spend my saturday nights?
I wish Eran and Amit would publish what they have done, rather
than what they say they will do
Spark2012? More like - all talk , no gain
Pamela Sanders does not swear
Pamela Sanders does not care
Pamela Sanders fought off a bear
the B&N stairs are backwards now. mind blown
Ever consider the girl’s just being nice, not flirting?
that moment when you see a sliver and you think it’s about you...
Need funny room name for room 422. Suggestions?
I’m assuming I should bring pens and notebooks to a “Back to
School” party.
Damn North Ave. I wanted ketchup, not tomato flavored water.
“F*cking oath!” “Excuse me?” “I said, f*cking oath!”
Casting calls for new wolfpack members.
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Matt Schwartz is a BME major in
his second year at Tech. He has
followed sports for years, and takes
a critical view towards many of the
topics concerning sports on the
Tech campus. To contact Matt with
your opinions about Time Out,
email him at timeout@nique.net.
Just as the ball left Tim Tebow’s
hand, bulleted across the middle
of the field and landed safely nestled in the outstretched hands of
Demaryius Thomas on the first
and ultimately final play in overtime of the 2011 AFC Wildcard
game, flashes of numbing memories for Jackets fans immediately
resurfaced. “That guy? Really?”
we muttered to our amazement,
as not even two years prior to
this event Thomas found himself
in a similar situation, though the
outcome was much different. For
those who don’t recall or choose
not to recall, Thomas dropped a
wide open pass during the Tech’s
final effort of an eventual six-point
loss—to U(sic)GA no less.
But this got me thinking. Why
were we even surprised in the first
place? Demaryius Thomas was,
apart from the Calvin Johnson,
one of, if not the best, receiver
Tech has had in recent history.
In three years, he hauled in 120
catches in a run-first, pass-second
offense. He averaged nearly sixty
yards per game in his three years
at Tech, and in his senior year, he
amassed 1,154 all-purpose yards

on 46 catches and eight touchdowns.
As fans, maybe we are a little
too critical of our football team.
Our offensive schematics have
come under fire recently, and
when Tech isn’t winning, the
triple option seems to be a focal
point of the scrutiny. But if you
take a glance at last year’s score
lines, it’s clear to see that the offense is hardly to blame. Apart
from a 24-7 loss at Miami, a team
that has had its way with Tech
in the past three years, the Jackets posted no fewer than seventeen points in a loss during the
2011 season - not to mention two
three-point losses to Virginia and
Utah. Furthermore, heading into
their week seven matchup with
Virginia, the Jackets were ranked
twelfth, led by the nation’s No. 1
rushing offense which featured a
whopping seven different players
who had already surpassed the
hundred-yard rushing mark.
Fingers then naturally point to
the coach. The most obvious argument is that Paul Johnson has
yet to win a bowl game in his five
years at Tech. While this is a very

teen years or ever played in a BCS
bowl game. After just two years
at the helm, Johnson did both of
these. He also beat U(sic)GA.
Perhaps the problem is internal.
Tech has an undoubtedly loyal fan
base; however, Bobby Dodd Stadium only tends to sell out for big
games. More specifically, records
show that attendance is notably
lower when the Jackets are ranked
compared to when their opponent
is ranked.
This is not to say that low attendance has any immediate impact on the team’s success, but
rather it is a reflection of our conditional support for the team. It is
almost as if we are only interested

in seeing our team perform in
high pressure scenarios. witnessing mostly the negatives and, in
turn, overlooking a lot of the positives. We hold our team to a very
high standard, but at what point
does high standards become unnecessary pickiness?
Tech is a good team that has
had several bad breaks, and as the
2012 football season approaches,
I urge us all as fans to be patient.
Go support your team. I understand losing is frustrating, but
support them nonetheless, so that
the next time Tim Tebow completes a clutch pass, you won’t be
surprised that Stephen Hill held
onto it.
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Tech fans cheer on the Jackets at last season’s Virginia Tech game at Bobby Dodd Stadium. Fans
could play an important role in the success of Tech’s football team based on their support efforts.
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concerning trend, it does not even
begin to highlight CPJ’s successes
thus far in his rather short time at
Tech. In fact, barring a couple of
missed field goals and small miscues, two or more of these bowl
games likely would have swung in
the Jackets’ favor.
Johnson came to Atlanta with
an average group of talent, a far
from stellar recruiting class, a seven-year losing streak to the Dawgs, and a great idea. The triple
option has transformed Tech football into a dynamic, unpredictable running machine. His offensive facelift has paid dividends for
a program that had not earned an
outright conference title in eigh-
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Tech kicks off the 2012 season Volleyball sweeps
GT Invitational
By Ravi Konjeti
Contributing Writer

Photo by Austin Foote / Student Publications

Senior quarterback Tevin Washington will play a crucial role in leading the Jackets to a win over Virginia Tech. In last
season’s game against VT, Washington rushed for three touchdowns and completed half of his passes for the night.
Johnson’s triple option attack, he must
make split second decisions and execute
them with a precise balance of finesse
As the commencement of Geor- and power. In addition to leading the
gia Tech’s 120th football season ap- way for last year’s nationally second
proaches, the growing buzz of excite- ranked rushing offense, Washington
ment around campus can be felt by all. will be called upon to keep defenses on
Head Coach Paul Johnson enters his their toes with Georgia Tech’s less used
fifth season as head coach of the Jackets but not less effective aerial attack.
still seeking his first bowl victory. GeorThough primary target Stephen Hill
gia Tech looks to begin the season in a elected to forego his senior year and ensimilar fashion as last year’s 6-0 start; ter the NFL draft, Washington has a
this year, however, fans hope that mo- bevy of young receivers to haul in the
mentum will propel the team to even long ball this year. Sophomore wide regreater heights.
ceiver Jeff Greene and redshirt junior
Redshirt senior quarterback Tevin wide receiver Jeremy Moore are the proWashington returns for his final season jected starters for the season, but no reas signal caller and team leader both on ceivers on the roster have ever recorded
and off the field. As the conductor of a reception at Georgia Tech.
On the other side of the
ball, Georgia Tech hopes to
engage in fewer shootouts this
year as Defensive Coordinator
Al Groh seeks to harness his
players’ experience into a more
effective 3-4 scheme. Georgia
Tech’s defensive line will be
lead by seniors Izaan Cross and
T.J. Barnes as they clog running lanes and disrupt opposing quarterbacks throughout
the year.
The Virginia Tech Hokies
once again enter the season as
a top-25 ranked team, according to the Associated Press, and
a favorite for the ACC crown.
This projection is well deserved
seeing as the Hokies have won
at least ten games in each of
Photo by John Nakano / Student Publications
their last eight seasons. Head
Coach Johnson and his Jackets will face VT in Coach Frank Beamer is known
a decisive conference game Monday night.
for being a special teams guru,
By Charlie Bryant
Contributing Writer

and he appears to be up to his usual
tricks this season. Consequently, Georgia Tech cannot afford to fall asleep on
special teams, or the game may be decided on one or two big plays from Virginia Tech’s expert returners.
The Hokies enjoyed a particularly
strong recruiting class last year. Picked
by some as the preseason freshman of
the year, Hokie running back J.C. Coleman is bursting onto the college football scene as Virginia Tech’s starter.
Coleman, a Virginia native, stands a
mere 5-foot-8 but uses his agility to create long gains on seemingly straightforward plays.
The game’s key matchup, however,
will come when the Jacket’s ground
game faces off against Virginia Tech’s
top-10 ranked defense. In this battle of
strength versus strength, the victor will
likely hold the greatest sway over the final score.
Georgia Tech only went 1-2 against
the top-25 last season with the sole victory coming against then 5th ranked
Clemson in the highlight of the season.
This year the Jackets will test their mettle early with this pivotal divisional road
game. The winner will have knocked
off a key rival on the path to the ACC
Championship this December.
The main thing that Georgia Tech
fans need to know about Johnson’s triple option attack is that losing isn’t one
of those options. The season opener will
push the Jackets to their limit, but they
could return home from that hostile
environment in prime divisional position after earning a victory the team has
been working toward all preseason. Final Score Prediction: Georgia Tech 27
- Virginia Tech 24.

The Jackets hosted and swept all three opponents this weekend in the Georgia Tech Courtyard
Invitational at O’Keefe Gym. Although Tech had
to battle against each of the opposing teams, they
were able to overcome and close the weekend undefeated. Tech’s seniors Monique Mead and Bailey
Hunter, selected to the All-ACC Preseason Team,
lead the team in kills and digs. The team looks to
top last season’s 15-16 record and rebuild led by
a set of seniors hoping to erase the predicted 7th
place finish in the ACC.
The first game of three took place late Friday
evening against Cal State Fullerton. The game
started slowly when Tech lost the first set 22-25,
but the Jackets came back to win the next three sets
behind Hunter and Mead. Tech was able to raise
its shot percentage considerably from 47 percent in
the first set to 68 percent in the 4th set, while Cal
State Fullerton dropped its percentage from 54 to
43 percent.
Saturday, the team successfully defeated
Charleston Southern in three sets. Hunter lead the
way again, recording a .400 shot percentage with
nine kills and six digs. Sophomore Zoey Morton
had four aces and one dig, while senior Susan Carlson added three assists, two aces and five digs. Tech
was able to hold off Charleston Southern and win
by a safe lead of 25-15 in both the first and third
sets, and allowed only 13 points in the second set.
In the third and final match of the weekend,
Tech took an early lead in the first set, only to hand
it over to SMU, 25-17. The second set started off
close with a Tech lead of two at 19-17. The Jackets
scored the final six points to clinch the set, 25-17.
Sophomore Courtney Felinski led the charge with
three kills and helped Tech double its total kills
from eight to 16 in the second set. Tech exhibited
resilience as the girls comfortably won the third
set 25-20. Mead posted a ten-point effort and after halftime, the SMU Mustangs came back strong
and scored six of the final eight points, giving them
a victory of 26-24, tying the match at two. The fifth
and final set came down to the wire as both teams
See Volleyball. page 20
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Mead gets a point for GT against Cal State
Fullerton in Tech’s first win of the 2012 season.

