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Online Master’s Program Admits 400

Whistle Goes
on Hiatus

MIKE TERRAZAS
COLLEGE OF COMPUTING

This is the last
issue of 2013,
but we’ll be
back in action
on Jan. 6. If
you have any suggestions for
next year’s issues, email
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

More than 400 applicants will
be admitted to the first cohort of
the College of Computing’s massive online offering of its Master
of Science in Computer Science,
according to the college’s Office
of Academic Administration. The
program is set to begin on Jan. 15.

ASK AWAY

Some 2,361 individuals applied to the
program during a three-week application
period in October. That number exceeds
the total number of fall 2013 applicants
(1,806) to all of the college’s on-campus
MS programs and is a 74 percent increase
over the applications received for the oncampus MS CS program.
Another interesting statistic is that 85
percent of applications were from U.S.
citizens or residents — almost exactly
the inverse of the U.S./international ratio
among applicants to the on-campus
program.
“We thought we might get 1,000 applications, perhaps 1,500 if we were lucky,”
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If I get into a car
accident on campus, do I call 911
or the Georgia
Tech Police
Department?

According to Alex Gutierrez,
crime prevention officer for
GTPD, call GTPD at 404-8942500. “If you call 911 using
your cell phone it will go to
the city of Atlanta,” he said.
“And they will just transfer
you to GTPD.” Gutierrez also
suggests that you program
the number into your phone
under “AGTPD,” so you
won’t have to scroll through
contacts if you ever need to
call in an emergency.
Have a Tech-related
question that you’d like
answered? Email it to
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

NEWS BRIEFS

Tech Awarded $3.1
Million for Nuclear
Energy Research,
Education

The Institute
has been
awarded
$3.1 million
from the U.S.
Department
of Energy for research and
scholarships focused on
nuclear energy. Read the full
story at
tinyurl.com/ca78e5u

G.I.T. FIT this Summer

The Campus Recreation
Center’s schedule of summer
group fitness classes is now
available. Classes run through
July 27. Learn more at
tinyurl.com/68slwl6

Alumni Magazine
Website Gets
a New Look

The Alumni
Magazine and
its website
have been
redesigned.
Take a look at
the new site at

Recent Grad Aims to Improve iPad Experience
KRISTEN SHAW
COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

When Daniel Hooper became
frustrated with editing text on his
iPad, he wrote an application that
could revolutionize the way users
select and arrange their words on
tablets.

“I see the iPad as the future of computing, and I think a couple years down the
road it will be the only thing most people
own,” said Hooper, who earned a bachelor’s degree in computational media from
Georgia Tech in May. “Because of that, I
feel a lot of things need to get better —
particularly editing text.”
The Hooper Selection uses the keyboard
to select, copy and paste text, rather than
having the user highlight on the text itself.
Hooper demonstrates the method in a
YouTube video (visit tinyurl.com/cvq9l3x)
that has garnered more than 600,000 views
and drawn attention from media outlets
such as Business Insider, Gizmodo and
Engadget. As for the name, Hooper himself

can’t take credit.
“Another developer
emailed me saying he
had made a Wikipedia
page,” Hooper said.
“He was concerned
so many people were
copying the work that
I wouldn’t be remembered as the creator.
The name is kind of
dorky and still sounds
weird to me, but it
works.”
The Hooper Selection uses the iPad keyboard to select,
Hooper, who himcopy and paste text, rather than having the user highlight
self is an iPad and
on the text itself.
iPhone owner, has
been working on iOS
not, Hooper hopes it inspires all companies
development since his freshman year at
to put more time and research into this
Tech. Last fall, he created a game called
aspect of the tablet user experience. He’s
Percepto, and Hooper Selection emerged as already seen some third-party developers
a project for his digital humanities course
use it in their applications.
last spring.
“I put the video out there hoping people
“It’s sort of a bland thing, text editwould think it was cool and, at the very
ing, but it’s so key to everything you do.
least, make them unhappy with the current
Regardless of the app, you’re probably typstate even if this isn’t the solution.
ing at some point.”
Whether Apple implements the idea or
IPAD, continued on page 3

Vice Provost
Vito to Retire

COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

Following 37 years of service to Georgia Tech as
a professor, researcher, administrator and advocate, Raymond Vito has announced his intention
to retire at the end of May.

For the past five years, Vito has served
as Tech’s vice provost for Graduate
and Undergraduate Studies, overseeing
academic activities such as curriculum
development and educational technology,
as well as experiential learning initiatives
such as the Honors Program, cooperative
education and the InVenture Prize.
“The most rewarding aspect of my
Raymond Vito
career has been anything that impacts
student success,” he said. “It’s amazing
how clear your thinking on an issue becomes when you ask,
‘what would be best for the students?’”
Following his official retirement, Vito will return on a parttime basis later this year as an emeritus faculty member and
special assistant in support of institutional initiatives for both
the Office of the Provost and Office of the Executive Vice
President for Research.
“Ray has been one of the driving forces in creating the
kinds of student experiences that highlight Tech’s commitment to entrepreneurship and creativity,” said Provost and
Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs Rafael L. Bras.
On the research side, Vito’s involvement will focus on commercialization, the multifaceted process for bringing ideas
from concept to reality and, ultimately, to market.

Image courtesy of Daniel Hooper

ASK AWAY

?

Tech Gets $5 Million
for Hispanic, Latino
Outreach

COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING

The Goizueta Foundation has awarded Georgia
Tech a $5 million grant to promote Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) fields
to Hispanic/Latino K-12 students.

“Georgia Tech has a longstanding commitment to inspiring and attracting young people to enter STEM fields,” said
President G. P. “Bud” Peterson. “Hundreds of Georgia Tech
Hispanic and Latino students have benefitted from support
provided by The Goizueta Foundation over the last decade.
We’re looking forward to partnering with the foundation to
expand opportunities for K-12 Hispanic and Latino students
through new programs, and enhancing those where Tech has
national leadership.”
The five-year grant will support and enhance the GoSTEM
research-based model and will demonstrate how technological
universities and school systems can partner to promote academic achievement.
Specifically, the grant will support the following programs:
• Graduate Teaching Fellows Program

• Pathways to College Program, after-school programming
GOIZUETA, continued on page 4

http://gtalumnimag.com

VITO, continued on page 3
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?

Where can I
find information
about winter
weather campus
closures?

According to
the Office of
Emergency
Preparedness,
official campus closings will be provided
on www.gatech.edu, the
Tech Inclement Weather
Hotline (404-894-0500),
and local media stations.
Information can also be
found on Facebook (facebook.com/GTEmergency)
and Twitter (twitter.com/
GTPDalerts).
Have a Tech-related
question that you’d like
answered? Email it to
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

NEWS BRIEFS
Parking Launches
New Online Portal
On Dec. 16,
Parking &
Transportation
Services will
launch a new online portal
for parking permit purchases.
Learn more at
http://c.gatech.edu/1843RU5

Nominate Staff
for 2014 Awards
The deadline to
submit a nomination for the 2014
Staff Awards is Jan.
17. Find out how at
http://c.gatech.edu/wBk3ix

Image courtesy of College of Computing

WHISTLE NEWS

OMS CS courses will feature more than talking heads, as this screen grab from the
Software Development Process course being created by Associate Professor Alex Orso of
the School of Computer Science hints.

said College of Computing Dean Zvi Galil.
“The fact that we almost doubled the
number of MS CS applications shows that
this program is addressing a real gap in
computing education, not to mention a tremendous need on the part of students.”
Of the roughly 1,950 students not admitted for spring 2014, several hundred may

Library to Get a
5-Year Face-Lift
TEARRANY STREET
LIBRARY

The Library’s renewal project, which
kicked off mid-November, aims to define the
21st century technological research library.
It calls for a
reimagining of
all aspects of the
Library’s role on
campus — from
research services
to its collections.
“We are moving away from
Plans are underway to move the
concentrating
majority of the Library’s print collection to an off-site facility shared
on housing the
with Emory University Libraries.
physical collections to providing
innovative services and inspirational spaces for new
generations of faculty and students,” said Catherine
Murray-Rust, vice provost for Learning Excellence and
dean of libraries.
Although the project is still in its infancy, several
aspects are already underway. The Board of Regents
recently approved $1.7 million in design funds to
renew the Price Gilbert Memorial and Crosland Library
towers.
The Institute is also contributing $2.3 million in
design funds. By the end of the semester, a firm will be
selected to begin design planning work.
LIBRARY, continued on page 2
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be offered deferred admission in subsequent terms. Prior to the application period, the college had planned to enroll about
150 students in each of the five courses to
be offered next spring. Given that many
students will take more than one course,
COMPUTING, continued on page 2

Embrace
Social Media for
In-Class Success
AMELIA PAVLIK
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram — every class,
instructors go head-to-head with these social media
services in a battle for students’ attention. But what
if there was a way to make this less of a competition
and more of a collaboration?
During a recent discussion hosted by the Center for the
Enhancement of Teaching and Learning, three Brittain Fellows
from the School of Literature, Media, and Communication discussed thoughts on integrating social media into lesson plans.
Below, Mollie Barnes, Jason Ellis, and Marty Fink share their
strategies.

What Would Whitman Tweet?
“@Milton I gotta new rime for you, homeboy. Get on my
ship. #MyFreshLiteraryRide” — welcome to Barnes’ spring 2013
English 1102 class.
“Teaching Whitman’s Leaves of Grass can be a challenge,
because you’re asking students to read a famously long poem
and then figure out what it means,” Barnes said. “That’s why I
thought Twitter could be helpful.”
Barnes was looking for a way to help her students better
understand the words of poet Walt Whitman. And using the
SOCIAL MEDIA , continued on page 3

EVENTS

Campus News
10TH STREET VIEW TOWARDS SOUTH

ARTS &
CULTURE
December 14
The Ferst Center for the Arts presents
a Peter White Christmas with Rick
Braun and Mindi Abair at 8 p.m. For
more information about show times
and tickets, call 404-894-9600.
www.ferstcenter.gatech.edu

December 17-29
The Ferst Center for the Arts presents
a stage version of It’s a Wonderful Life.
For more information about show
times and tickets, call 404-894-9600.
www.ferstcenter.gatech.edu

SEMINARS &
LECTURES
December 12
Four Tech research hubs have
launched a “chalk and talk” brown
bag lunches on big data at noon in
Room 102, Microelectronics Research
Center. The talks will be held
Thursdays during the fall and spring
semesters and will feature a mix of
topics, including those related to big
data for materials and manufacturing.

December 13
Spanish architect Santiago Calatrava,
who is receiving an honorary degree
from Tech at the Dec. 13 commencement ceremony, will give a lecture at
2 p.m. in Room 1116, Klaus
Computing Building.
coa.gatech.edu

TRAINING
December 11
A CPR/AED/First Aid course will
be offered from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
in Room 249, Campus Recreation
Center. Register at
trains.gatech.edu

December 17
The Office of Human Resources
(OHR) presents a workshop on “Team
Conversations (The Fierce Model)”
from 9 a.m. to noon in Room 149,
Global Learning Center. Register at
trains.gatech.edu

December 19
OHR presents a workshop on “Giving
and Receiving Feedback” from 9
to 11:30 a.m. in Room 149, Global
Learning Center. Register at
trains.gatech.edu

January 7
A course on defensive driving will be
offered from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
the Crescent Room, Student Center
Commons. Register at
trains.gatech.edu
OHR presents a workshop on
“Conflict Management” from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Room 149,
Global Learning Center. Register at
trains.gatech.edu
Events continued on page 3
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Development Spotlight: EBB to Open in 2015
OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT

John McDonald, professor in the
School of Biology and director of the
Integrated Cancer Research Center,
has also spent many years as the
chief scientific officer for Georgia
Tech’s Ovarian Cancer Institute.
Collaboration doesn’t just come easy
for him. It is at the very foundation of his
research approach
when it comes
“We are
to understanding
not striving
cancer. McDonald,
to compete
then, was a natural choice among
with cancer
faculty members
centers like
Scheduled to open in 2015, the Engineered Biosystems Building will transform biosciences and
who will relocate
bioengineering at Georgia Tech.
MD Anderson.
to the Engineered
Biosystems
We are
and will be constructed, according to one
computer science to develop new, highly
Building (EBB)
fundamental tenet — that understanding
accurate diagnostic tests for ovarian and proscomplementing
when it opens in
and
fighting
multifaceted
disease
requires
a
tate cancer,
and partnering with biomedical
Cooper Carry + Lake | Flato
9.19.2012
GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, Engineered Biosystems Building BOR #J-198
their efforts
2015. Campaign
new way of doing things; that new insights
engineers, chemists, and biologists in cell
Georgia Tech has
by developing
emerge not from the solitary confines of one
therapies and personalized cancer medicine.
been instrumental
laboratory or one discipline but from shared
Once the EBB is operational, collaboration
these unique
in raising money
resources,
spaces,
and
expertise.
will drive its every function and use, which
integrative
for the building.
The collaborative spaces within the facility
will help accelerate the pace of discovery.
“I’m convinced
approaches, and
are decidedly intentional and planned. The
“We are not striving to compete with canthe effective
five-story, 200,000-square-foot building will
cer centers like MD Anderson,” explained
this building will that
treatment of comhouse faculty members and other researchers
McDonald. “We are complementing their
greatly enhance plex diseases like
in three research neighborhoods: chemical
efforts by developing these unique integraour ability to do cancer will require biology, cell and developmental bioengineer- tive approaches, and this building will greatly
an understanding
ing, and systems biology. Within each neighenhance our ability to do that.”
that.”
of the interactive
borhood, scientists and engineers from many
For more about Campaign Georgia Tech,
relationships that
different disciplines will share lab, office, and
visit
underlie cell function,” McDonald said. “I am
communal spaces, making it possible for them
excited about the prospect of working with
http://c.gatech.edu/15nooQ5
to share ideas, perspectives, and resources in
other researchers committed to a ‘systems’
an entirely new way.
approach to better understand the basis of
Editor’s Note: This article is part of a monthly series
For many years, McDonald has taken a
cancer onset and progression.”
that focuses on Campaign Georgia Tech.
collaborative approach to cancer research,
The EBB was conceptualized and designed,
working with faculty in chemistry and
COMPUTING, continued from page 1

LIBRARY, continued from page 1

the approximately 400 spring admissions
keep the college right on target.
The new program (informally dubbed
OMS CS, for online MS in Computer
Science) is being launched jointly by the
College of Computing and Georgia Tech
Professional Education, with significant
contributions from nearly every academic support unit on campus.
“Since we first conceived of OMS CS
as a model to deliver an elite computing education to a specific population
of students, nothing we’ve seen in the
marketplace has proven us wrong,” said
Provost Rafael L. Bras. “We continue to
be thankful to our collaborators, Udacity
and AT&T, and I’m excited to see how
the first OMS CS students perform.”
OMS CS course materials will be
delivered over a platform managed by
the online education provider Udacity,
which also will collaborate in hiring the
individuals engaged in student support
roles. AT&T provided an unrestricted
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gift of $2 million to help get OMS CS off
the ground.
Soon, the program will offer
additional credential tracks for students
who are not interested in or do not qualify for the degree program, and many of
the current applicants denied admission
to the degree program will specifically be
directed to these noncredit options.
“We’re thrilled to add this program to
Georgia Tech Professional Education’s
portfolio of educational offerings for
nontraditional students such as working
professionals, active military, and others
who need alternative models to continue their education,” said Professional
Education Dean Nelson Baker. “It’s
been a tremendously cooperative effort
to launch this program in a very short
timeframe, and both Dean Galil and I are
very appreciative of the tireless efforts of
many Institute staff and faculty who have
made it possible.”
www.omscs.gatech.edu

Calendar submissions emailed to
editor@comm.gatech.edu, or faxed to
404-894-7214, must be sent at least 10 days
prior to desired publication date. Classified
submissions are on a first-come, first-served
basis. For more information, call
404-385-4142.

Plans are underway to move the majority of the
print collection to an off-site facility shared with
Emory University Libraries. The facility, known as
the EmTech Library Service Center (LSC), will be
a Harvard-style, high-density building designed to
ensure the preservation of, and access to, paper and
microfilm.
The LSC will be located on Emory’s Briarcliff property. This shift will enable the creation of a shared
collection available to students and faculty of both
institutions, which is a goal of the Emory-Tech partnership.
“We’re seeing a higher gate count than ever, but the
vast majority of the print collection is taking up valuable space at the center of campus,” said Ameet Doshi,
user experience librarian. “Once collections are relocated, there will be a singular opportunity to redefine
the role of a research library from a repository of print
materials to one of providing ubiquitous and unique
research services.”
The next phase of the project includes getting feedback from the campus community on how the Library
can support future research, teaching, and learning.
renewal.library.gatech.edu

Archived issues of The Whistle can be accessed
at www.whistle.gatech.edu.
Georgia Tech is a unit of the University System
of Georgia.

Georgia Tech
Institute Communications
Wardlaw Center
177 North Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia 30332-0181
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GTRC Introduces Contract Continuum
BRIGITTE ESPINET
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

Research. It’s what’s at the heart of
Georgia Tech, and the Georgia Tech
Research Corporation (GTRC) sustains that heartbeat by serving as the
contracting entity for the Institute’s
externally funded research projects.
Below, GTRC’s Vice President of Research
Jilda Garton talks about the Contract
Continuum, a mechanism introduced
by GTRC’s recently established Office of
Industry Engagement to make it easier for
industry and university researchers to engage
at any point in the R&D process — from
early-stage research to product launch.
Tell us about the Office of Industry
Engagement.

It was created by merging the functions
of technology licensing, industry contracting, and international collaborations.
Organized into three offices: Innovation
Commercialization; Industry Collaborations
and Affiliated Licenses; and International
Contracts and Technology Transfer, Industry
Engagement allows for better alignment of
contract administration activities and intellectual property expertise. This synergy increases
the efficiency of the negotiation process and
expedites the time to contract.
Could you explain the Contract
Continuum?

The Contract Continuum is a collection
of four research contracts: Basic Research,
Applied Research, Demonstration, and
Specialized Testing. These contracts simplify
collaboration between Tech and industry
— at all R&D stages — streamlining the
contracting process for industry and for our
researchers by providing appropriate terms

TRAINING

and conditions upfront based upon the
research needed.
So, working with the principal investigator to determine the type of research to be
performed as well as the facilities to be used,
a contracting officer determines which of the
four contracts in the Continuum is appropriate. In some cases, all four agreement types
may be necessary; it just depends on the relationship with the sponsor and the outcome
desired.

January 10
OHR presents a workshop on
“Leading at the Speed of Trust” from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Room 149,
Global Learning Center. Register at
trains.gatech.edu

MISCELLANEOUS
December 10

What makes the Contract Continuum
attractive to industry?

Our established terms and conditions for
intellectual property definitively address
needs that industry has expressed about: having access to the intellectual property generated from the research; excluding competitors
from access to that intellectual property — in
the particular field of use — on a fair and
reasonable basis; and incurring a financial risk
that is reasonable. Additionally, our agreements align with industry’s R&D process.
Why should faculty be excited about the
Contract Continuum?

It was designed to provide our researchers
the greatest amount of flexibility in both the
type of research that can be performed and
the facilities that can be used for research. It
allows the principal investigators to pursue
transformative research that may not have
otherwise taken place. While our industry
partners are assured of intellectual property
exclusivity, at the same time, we’ve preserved
our opportunities for entrepreneurship in
other fields of use. This is how, for instance,
we have seen results from jet engine research
lead to advances with cardiac devices.
Since the Contract Continuum was
introduced in March, what benefits have
you seen?

We’ve been able to efficiently finalize

The Contract Continuum recently introduced
by GTRC’s Office of Industry Engagement is
designed to simplify the process of research
collaboration between industry and Georgia
Tech.

negotiations that, in the past, would have
been protracted or not have materialized. In
several recent negotiations, for example, Tech
was able to quickly develop a coordinated
agreement, allowing the sponsor and our
researchers to engage in projects across different schools and GTRI — funded by different
business units of the sponsor, and throughout
the research spectrum — all without the need
for legal review on a project-by-project basis.
What do faculty need to understand about
efficiently using the Contract Continuum?

Even with its increased flexibility and transparency, the Continuum must still operate
within the framework of Institute policies,
state laws, and federal regulations. So, it’s
extremely important for researchers to work
with their contracting officer early in the
proposal process. Industry Engagement offers
informational courses for various stakeholders in the research process and will visit any
school, department, or lab to provide an
overview.
industry.gatech.edu

The Women of Georgia Tech
Employee Resource Group will meet
at 11:30 a.m. in the Student Center
Ballroom. Find out more at
www.ohr.gatech.edu/erg

December 13
The fall commencement ceremony for
doctoral and master’s candidates will
be held at McCamish Pavilion at
7 p.m. John Cressler of the School of
Electrical and Computer Engineering
will be the speaker. Spanish architect
Santiago Calatrava will receive an
honorary degree.
www.gatech.edu/commencement

December 14
The fall commencement ceremony for
bachelor’s candidates will be held at
McCamish Pavilion at 9 a.m. Rodney
Adkins, IBM’s senior vice president of
Corporate Strategy, will be the speaker and will receive an honorary degree.
www.gatech.edu/commencement

January 31
This is the deadline to apply for one of
five $1,500 scholarships offered by the
Geogia Tech Faculty Women’s Club.
Undergraduates who have a parent or
guardian employed at Tech and have
a GPA of 2.75 or above may apply at
www.gtfwc.gatech.edu

For a more comprehensive listing of
events updated daily, visit
www.gatech.edu/calendar

SOCIAL MEDIA, continued from page 1
concept behind Twitter (limited to 140 characters or less) seemed like a good approach.
“I asked students to turn each poem they
read into a tweet and encouraged them to
focus on what it would sound like if they
were writing them in Whitman’s voice,”
Barnes said.
Although she
“I was blown
asked students to
away by the
write tweets, they
ways that the
weren’t actually
posted to Twitter.
students took
wanted the
the information (Barnes
focus to be on writand translated ing the tweets not
on making them
it.”
public to those
beyond class. But in the future, she would
like to actually use Twitter.) Instead, the class
treated a real-time Google Doc as its own faux
Twitter.

Writing the Brain —
Social Media Style
Instead of simulating Twitter, Ellis’ English
1101 students used the real thing. The project “Writing My Brain for Success at Georgia
Tech” provided students with an opportunity
to experience written, oral, visual, electronic,
and nonverbal (WOVEN) communications.
THE WHISTLE • December 9, 2013 • PAGE 3

“I designed this assignment because there
is a body of evidence that suggests that conscious reflection enforced through writing
can cause subtle shifts in a person’s thinking
over time,” Ellis said. “We can each write our
brains through this practice over time. In this
assignment, we are taking this a step further
by expanding the project to include other
modes of expression.”
The goal of the project was to get students
to record, reflect on, and revise their academic, professional, and life goals, he added.
First students were asked to tweet as many
times as possible during a day about their
thoughts — especially those related to goals.
Next, Storify was used to curate the tweets in
a way that allowed students to pull them into
a document and write a sentence or two of
reflection about each one.
This information was then used to create
a poster and five-page essay. (For more, see
Ellis’ syllabus at http://c.gatech.edu/1jjNSAS.)
“I will assign this project again, because
students come away from it with a better
understanding of the rhetorical choices at play
when selecting a medium for their compositions, and of the changing attitudes toward
social media as a serious platform for professional communication,” he added.

Autobiography

of the

Selfie

Much like Ellis, Fink’s class assignments
aimed to build WOVEN communications
skills, but she used comics and Instagram.
“This assignment encourages students to
think creatively about how digital storytelling functions in contrast to print forms and
how social media both constrain and expand
possibilities for the sharing of life narratives,”
Fink said.
The course examined how comics can effectively narrate life events including experiences
of dealing with challenges such as homophobia and sexism. So, Fink decided to have the
students create their own comics.
Each was asked to take 50 photos via
Instagram. Then the photos were used to
create a handwritten comic, which was then
made digital again using a range of media
from Twitter to YouTube and audio-sharing
platforms.
“I was blown away by the ways that the
students took the information and translated
it,” Fink said. “The impressive range of students’ engagement with digital media, and
the creativity they demonstrated in formulating nuanced insights and critiques of the
Instagram platform were energizing for me as
an instructor.”

CLASSIFIEDS
AUTOMOBILES
1996 4WD metallic blue RAV 4 fourdoor, very good condition, 92,000 miles.
Includes custom stainless steel bumper
and heavy-duty roof rack. Great for offroading. Handles well on ice and snow.
Asking $3,900. Call 678-995-5067.
2010 Mazda 3 hatchback, manual sixspeed, dark gray with black interior.
Only 17,000 miles. Original owner. Alloy
wheels, CD, Bluetooth calling, perfect
condition. $13,500 firm. Zachary.gill@
gtrc.gatech.edu for photos.
2011 Chrysler 200 Convertible (metallic blue/black top and black interior).
56,000 miles. Excellent condition.
$20,000. Call Sheila at 404-610-9649
or email swillis@gatech.edu.
2008 ACURA RDX AWD with Tech Pkg.
73,000 miles, bronze pearl, navigation,
sunroof, back-up camera, satellite radio,
leather, dealer maintained, power seats/
windows, roof rack, and more. Excellent
condition! $17,900. Email
ad31@facilities.gatech.edu.
Classifieds continued on page 4
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Community News
DiSalvo Fosters Community Involvement
One’s academic impulses can take
an unexpected turn sometimes, as
Carl DiSalvo discovered when he
was a graduate student at Carnegie
Mellon University.
“I had the opportunity to work with professors who were
“The initiative really committed to
community engageis connecting
ment, both in terms
people and
of community buildorganizations ing and learning,”
said DiSalvo, an
across the
assistant profesInstitute and
sor in the Graduate
across Atlanta Program in Digital
Media, School of
to create
Literature, Media,
sustainable
and Communication.
“I hadn’t thought
solutions and
about that before,
foster points
and it wasn’t someof unity.”
thing I had initially
planned on doing.”
DiSalvo now studies the products and process of interaction design. The interdisciplinary work, which draws from the humanities,
science and technology, and design, aims
to increase community building and public
engagement through digital media.
How would you characterize your research?

My research has to do with engaging with
the public around issues of science and
technology — more specifically around the
design of digital communications infrastructures to support social interaction. Much of
my current work is focused on small-scale
agriculture and exploring how we can design
digital technologies to support local food
production activities and systems.

REAL ESTATE/
ROOMMATES

Why the focus on food systems?

Here in Georgia, lots of people care about
locally grown food, and they participate in
local food production activities. It’s a form of
social interaction that promotes community
building. For example, many people participate in community gardens. Others have
sizable gardens, and they might sell their
produce at a local farmer’s market or even
give their food away — that’s really important to food banks, churches, and other services that provide fresh fruits and vegetables
to people in need. We’re also thinking about
people who make food products — such as
cheese and sausage makers. Someplace else,
you might have community concerns around
another issue — pollution, for example. The
communication tools we’d want to develop
in that area would be different, but the basic
question would remain the same: How do
we provide technology tools for people who
want to pursue these community-based projects and help them succeed with them? Once
we develop these practical tools, we want to
communicate our findings to other researchers who are interested in finding ways to
facilitate community participation, so they
can see if what we’ve done can be adapted to
their own particular areas of interest.
How does this research complement your
job as a teacher?

I bring this research to a project studio I
teach where we’re working with a small farm
over on English Avenue called the Friends of
English Avenue Farm. This is a very special
place. It’s a small endeavor on a vacant lot
where a house once stood, and it’s run by
two people. They grow fruits and vegetables
and then, every other week, give them away
to people in the neighborhood who are in
need. It’s a wonderful service. The class studies the operation to determine what kinds
of tools we can provide for these folks to
help them better manage their farm, attract
donors and volunteers, and communicate
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CLASSIFIEDS

Much of DiSalvo’s work is focused on smallscale agriculture and exploring how digital
technologies can be designed to support
local food-production activities and systems.

their mission and success to a larger audience. For example, we created a visualization
tool — a Web-based application that takes
raw data and converts it into various graphical formats — that enables Suzanne Baker at
the Friends of English Avenue to chart her
farm’s yield over time. Using this tool, she
can show in a compelling visual format how
much produce and the variety of produce
the farm has contributed to the community
over time. In addition, we redesigned the
Friends of English Avenue website to better
integrate with social media and feature rich
visual content, such as photos and an interactive timeline. This further enables Suzanne
to share the important work of the Friends
of English Avenue. This project is affiliated
with Georgia Tech’s Westside Communities
Initiative. Led by Ivan Allen College and the
College of Architecture, the initiative is connecting people and organizations across the
Institute and across Atlanta to create sustainable solutions and foster points of unity.
Read this article in its entirety at
http://c.gatech.edu/1dQvEtp

Rwandan Ambassador to Give MLK Lecture
AMELIA PAVLIK
INSTITUTE COMMUNICATIONS

Gasana is a Rwandan diplomat and is the
current permanent representative of Rwanda
to the United Nations.
“Diversity is one of Georgia Tech’s greatest
assets and priorities, and we’re delighted to
have Ambassador Gasana speak at our annual
celebration of Dr. King’s legacy,” said Archie
Ervin, vice president for Institute Diversity.
“It is our hope that events like this one will
spark discussion and renew enthusiasm for
building the kind of society Dr. King hoped to
create.”
The lecture will be held at 3 p.m. in the
Student Center Ballroom. Those interested
in attending should RSVP at http://c.gatech.
edu/1hAG29o.
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Members of the Georgia Tech and
Atlanta community are invited to
hear Rwandan Ambassador EugeneRichard Gasana deliver the Institute’s
annual Dr. Martin Luther King
(MLK) Jr. Lecture on Jan. 15.

The MLK Keynote speaker is a diplomat
and the current permanent representative of
Rwanda to the United Nations.

Faculty, staff, and students are also invited
to the following MLK celebration events:
• Campuswide Student Celebration:
Coming Together to Fulfill the Dream
Jan. 9, 7 p.m.
This event will feature student speeches,
cultural celebrations, and a candlelighting
ceremony.

w w w . w h i s t l e . g a t e c h . e d u

3 BR/large bonus room/2.5 BA 2,543
sq. ft. cul-de-sac house (quiet neighborhood) rents ($1,250) or sells (less than
$179,000), available now. Customerdriven. Tech relocation. Hardwoods and
neutral plush carpet; privacy-fenced
backyard; master and laundry on main.
Only 17 miles from Tech (off I-20). Call
404-384-5571.
3 BR/2 BA peaceful, furnished, waterfront cottage along the southern outer
banks (Morehead City, N.C.). $750/week,
Wi-Fi, central A/C, W/D, hammock, and
400-foot dock. Boat slip. NO SMOKING
OR PETS. More info available at http://
travel.ajc.com/ads/158 or email jud.
ready@gatech.edu.
For sale: 2 BR/1 BA condo in Ardmore
Park, Midtown/Buckhead area, $100K.
Cental AC/heat, wood floors, washer/
dryer, and two off-street parking spaces.
Walking distance to restaurants/museums. Call Rhonda Duffy 678-366-7846.

MISCELLANEOUS
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer illuminated village set of four buildings and
miniature characters from claymation film.
Made by Hawthorne Village. $100 for set.
Email akpavlik@gmail.com for photos.
Looking for partner(s) to join a guided
climb of Mt. Mckinley (Denali) during
June or July 2014. Interested? Contact
jgfgwang@gmail.com.
Fancy chest of drawers with rounded-top
doors closing over the top. Three drawers. Two larger bottom drawers. Top of
chest is bell shaped. Furniture stores
sell lower quality for $800 and up. $350
or make an offer. Call 678-429-4964 or
email lynchpen@windstream.net.
Free black and white bunny available
for immediate adoption. The bunny is in
excellent health and friendly. Cage and
food provided. Email lubinsky@math.
gatech.edu.
Several beautifully framed paintings
for home or office including a Thomas
Blackshear painting; the Prayer of Jabez;
The 10 Commandments; and a large portrait featuring famous African-American
writers and poets. Call 404-642-1263.
CKC registered Yorkie puppies for sale.
Excellent gift! Contact 678-469-5246 or
oneawol@yahoo.com.

• Hotel Rwanda Movie Screening
Jan. 14, 7 p.m.
This film features the story of Paul
Rusesabagina, a hotel manager who housed
more than 1,000 Tutsi refugees during their
struggle against the Hutu militia in the
African genocide.

Xerox ColorQube 8570N laser printer
with extra set of CMYK solid ink blocks.
NEARLY NEW. Works great for office,
lab, or home. $400 (cost $600). Ethernet
for network printing. Call 678 995-5067.

• A Day of Service
Jan. 20, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Make a difference with “A Day On, Not a
Day Off,” and join Tech’s annual MLK Day
of Service. For details on how to volunteer,
contact Sarah Perkins at sarah.perkins@vpss.
gatech.edu.

Contemporary silver metal queen size
bed with mattress. Like new! $250.
Photo available upon request. Email
butterflydreams1@gmail.com.

• Civil Rights Tour of Memphis, Tenn.
Feb. 1-2
Faculty and students will visit key civil rights
sites, including the Slave Haven Underground
Railroad and the Civil Rights Museum. The
trip is limited to 30 faculty members and academic professionals, and 70 students. To
register, go to http://c.gatech.edu/1h1aTN8.
For a complete list of events, visit
http://c.gatech.edu/1iA8k5i

Tube televisions for sale. Two 27 in.,
$25 each, and one 20 in., $10. Contact
michael.gray@me.gatech.edu.

Adopt a Tech kitten or cat. All are
spayed/neutered with some shots.
Reduced adoption fees for employees,
students, and affiliates. Contact www.
krazyaboutkats.com, jgiles@cc.gatech.
edu, or marilyn.smith@ae.gatech.edu.
Cannondale Mountain/Road Bike.
Magnum model. Wheel quick release,
Derailleur drivetrain, warranty, more.
Purchased about 2002 and rarely used.
Seat has tear in it. $450 OBO. Call 678642-6691.

Ads run for at least three issues in the
order in which they are received.
Submit your 35-word-or-less ad to
editor@comm.gatech.edu.

THE WHISTLE • December 9, 2013 • PAGE 4

