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Introduction
Every year, the Technique staﬀ
toils countless hours on the Freshman
Survival Guide. This guide is our way
of providing helpful information and
advice for incoming freshmen. We
hope it will also be a useful reference
for returning students, parents, alumni
and visitors.
Inside, youʼll ﬁnd some informative articles, a few history lessons,
the much-anticipated “99 things to
do before you graduate” and more.
For additional information about
Tech history, traditions and survival
tools, see our sister publication, the
T-Book at www.cyberbuzz.gatech.
edu/tbook.
If you have questions or comments
about the Freshman Survival Guide,
email Kyle Thomason, Editor-in-Chief,
at editor@technique.gatech.edu.

Cover photo
The Ramblinʼ Wreck sits in front
of the campanile. The Wreck is a 1930
Ford Model A sports coupe, which has
served as the Ramblinʼ Wreck since
1961. Photo by Jamie Howell.

George P. Burdell: the legend lives on
By Kyle Thomason
Editor-in-Chief

He’s the most famous, well-traveled and mysterious Tech student.
Ever.
George P. Burdell ﬁrst enrolled at
Tech in 1927, and, since that time,
his legend has become a beloved part
of the Institute.
In 1930, Burdell earned a Bachelor of Science degree. He studied
at Harvard for a short time before
shipping oﬀ to England where he
ﬂew bombers for both the Navy
and the Eighth Air Force during
World War II.
Burdell is more than just a gifted
engineer and patriot—he is also
a proliﬁc writer, having penned
countless letters to the editor that
have appeared in newspapers, and
he served on MAD Magazine’s board
of directors from 1969-1981.
Burdell’s name frequently ap-

pears on credit card applications. William Edgar Smith, BS ‘30, received
He is often paged by unsuspecting an extra admissions application.
Instead of throwing the form
operators of public address systems
at Tech away games and other large away, Smith decided to ﬁll it in for
George P. Butler, the disciplinarian
events.
Of all Burdell’s achievements, headmaster of his high school.
Smith changed the name at
perhaps the most notable came in
the last minute
December 2001.
to Burdell, the
Burdell garnered
“The Tech tradition
maiden name of
the most votes in
his best friend’s
an online poll for
of George P. Burdell
mother.
Time Magazine’s
now passes to the
The prank did
Person of the
not end there.
Year. Then, inincoming class.”
W henever a
explicably, Time
professor would
pulled Burdell
out of the running, paving the way take roll, students in the back of the
for George W. Bush to claim that classroom would answer for Burdell.
Smith even handed in exams for
illustrious title.
The origin of Burdell may never Burdell, changing his handwriting
be known for certain, but the most enough to fool professors. In 1930,
likely story was described in a 1977 Smith and Burdell both received
article in the Atlanta Journal-Con- Tech degrees.
Smith’s creation soon took on a
stitution Magazine.
The article explains that in 1927, life of its own. Burdell resurfaced

at Tech with the advent of automated registration in the spring
quarter of 1969. Burdell registered
for every course oﬀered, more
than 3,000 credit hours. He did
the same in 1975 and 1980, despite attempts by administrators
to keep him out.
Burdell seems to have found a
more permanent position at Tech
in recent years. “The continued
clamor and ridicule of my name
can no longer proceed,” Burdell
wrote in a column in the AJC.
“I am and have been for 10
years dean of humanities and
ﬁne arts.”
The Tech tradition of George
P. Burdell now passes to the incoming class. Both alumni and
upperclassmen look forward to
the creativity of the freshman
class in ensuring the continued
success of Tech’s most famous
student.
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Tech through time
These are just a few of the many events that have deﬁned Georgia
Tech since its creation almost 120 years ago.

1885
Dr. Isaac Hopkins
becomes ﬁrst
Tech president.
Administration
Building and Shop
constructed.
First class of 84
students enrolls.

The ﬁrst oncampus housing opens. “The
shacks” have no
running water or
electricity.

1888
1893
1896

First Blueprint
published.

Dr. Kenneth
Matheson named
third Tech president.

1905
1906
1908
1911

First Technique
published Nov. 17.

Tech awards ﬁrst
M.S. degree.

An AJC cartoon
uses a yellow
jacket to represent Tech for the
ﬁrst time.

First Homecoming

Tech football defeats Cumberland
College 222-0, the
largest margin of
victory in history.

George P. Burdell
attends class for
the ﬁrst time.

The Tech football
team defeats UGA
in Athens 28-6.
Irate UGA fans
pelt the team with
rocks.

The Whistle is
stolen and not
recovered until
1949.

Dr. Lyman Hall
named second
Tech president.
ANAK, a secret
society, founded.

Georgia School
of Technology
founded.

John Heisman
retires after 16
years as football
coach.

1916
1919
1920
1922
1925
1928
1930

The organization
that will become
the Ramblinʼ Reck
Club is founded.

Dr. Marion
Luther Brittain
named fourth
Tech president.

Brittain Dining
Hall opens, as does
the restaurant that
will eventually become The Varsity.

Col. Blake Ragsdale Van Leer
named ﬁfth Tech
president.

Bobby Dodd
becomes head
football coach.

1944
1945
1948
1951
The tradition
of blowing the
Whistle after
football victories
begins.

The Georgia
School of Technology becomes the
Georgia Institute
of Technology.
The restaurant
that will become
Juniorʼs Grill
opens.

Women are
admitted to Tech
for the ﬁrst time.

1952
Continued on page 11
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Plethora of tutoring options aid study
By Kyle Thomason
Editor-in-Chief

Feeling nervous about your
chances of keeping a high GPA at
Tech? A bit worried that you suddenly
don’t know everything—or at least
no more than your classmates?Rest
assured, you are not alone.Plenty
of tutoring options are available to
help you cope with Tech’s academic
rigors.
Your ﬁrst source of aid is your
graduate or undergraduate teaching assistant in your speciﬁc class.
They generally have knowledge of
the particular class you are taking
and are easily available. But when

that fails, you might be able to
turn to study sessions organized by
individual schools. The schools of
Math, Chemistry and Physics each
oﬀer study sessions for students in
introductory courses. Professors, TAs
or academic advisors can provide
more information.
The Oﬃce of Minority Education
(OMED), located in the Chapin
Building, oﬀers tutoring assistance
to all Tech students. Complete information about tutoring hours can be
found at www.omed.gatech.edu.
The Oﬃce of Success Programs
also provides individualized tutoring
services, as well as workshops and
seminars focusing on topics like

eﬀective time management. More
information can be found at www.
successprograms.gatech.edu.
The Department of Housing’s
Freshman Experience program oﬀers
tutors for students Sunday through
Thursday nights in freshman dorms.
GTCN produces a call-in show
hosted by a student who explains
tough problems.
Another popular strategy is forming study groups. Some students
ﬁnd it helpful to pool their knowledge. However, students should
be aware of the Honor Code and
other restrictions on sharing notes
and cooperating on homework and
other assignments.
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Who am I?
Tech is certainly too large of a
school for everybody to know everybody on campus, but there are
certainly people around the school
that everybody knows, or at least
mentions from time to time.
The people on the right represent
some of the most important people
at the Institute, whose names are
often mentioned in the Technique
and other places around campus
for the contributions they make to
the school.
That is certainly not to say that
these are the only important people
around, or even the most important,
but it is a good guide to recognizing
the people students constantly come
into contact with on campus.
So, take a glimpse at the people
depicted on this page, as well as the
next, as you are likely to run into
many of them over your time at Tech,
and take the chance to say hello if
you happen to see them around;
they’d all be happy to know who
you are, as well.

Dr. William Schafer
Vice President for
Student Aﬀairs

Dr. G. Wayne Clough
Institute President

Dr. Jean-Lou Chameau
Provost

Dr. Bob McMath
Former Vice Provost for
Academic Aﬀairs

Reta Pikowsky
Registrar

Gail DiSabatino
Dean of Students

Karen Boyd
Senior Associate Dean
of Students for Student
Life

Stephanie Ray
Associate Dean,
Director of Diversity
Issues and Programs

Danielle McDonald
Assistant Dean of
Student Involvement

Rosalind Meyers
Associate Vice
President for Auxiliary
Services

Mike Black
Director of Housing

Dan Morrison
Associate Director of
Housing for Residence
Life

Rich Steele
Director, Student
Center
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Bob Furniss
Director of Parking and
Transportation

Sally Hammock
Associate Director,
Student Center

Dave Braine
Director of Athletics

Chan Gailey
Head Football Coach

Paul Hewitt
Head Basketball Coach

Yvette Upton
Assistant Dean of
Students and Director
of Womenʼs Resource
Center

Buck Cooke
Assistant Director for
Student Involvement/
Greeks

Tommy Klemis
Juniorʼs Grill

S. Gordon Moore Jr.
Director, OMED

James Pete
Director of BuzzCard
Center

?
David Andersen
Undergraduate
Student Body President

Saira Amir
Undergraduate SGA
Vice President

Kyle Thomason
Editor-in-Chief,
Technique

Buzz
School Mascot

George P. Burdell
Most famous Tech
student. Ever.

Deep roots, ﬁerce competition mark Tech-UGA rivalry
By Kyle Thomason
Editor-in-Chief

What’s the good word?
“TO HELL WITH GEORGIA!”
It starts at FASET and continues
throughout much of the year. The
students at the rival school, although
rumored to be less intelligent, are
not all that diﬀerent; they are often
next-door neighbors and friends.
As freshmen are now quickly
learning, Tech and UGA have
enjoyed a long history of “clean,
old-fashioned hate” that dates back
more than a century.
On Nov. 4, 1893, the two football
teams met for the ﬁrst time. Tech
emerged the victor, winning 28-6.

Enraged, UGA fans pelted the team
with rocks and chased them back to
their train.
The rivalry simmered until World
War I, when, during UGA’s “Senior
Parade,” students unfurled banners accusing Tech students of not
wanting to go to war. Tech’s athletic
director demanded an apology. The
situation escalated, leading Tech to
suspend all athletic competitions
against UGA for six years.
In 1930, Tech freshmen chased a
cow onto Grant Field while carrying
a sign that said “This Ain’t No Bull.
We Gonna Beat UGA.” During
halftime, a riot broke out that police
were unable to quell. The editor of the
Atlanta Constitution, Ralph McGill,
wrote, “A freshman is not a freshman

until he has bloodied somebody’s
nose, or had his bloodied.”
In 1946, UGA fans convinced a
local union boss to call a coal strike
that shut down the railroads taking
Tech fans to Athens. Coach Bobby
Dodd used an Eastern Airlines DC-3
to take his team to Athens.
In 1984, Tech fans tore down the
goal posts after deafeating UGA and
paraded them onto North Avenue.
On the one-hundredth anniversary of the ﬁrst Tech-UGA
game, players fought in the south
endzone in a brawl similar to the
1930 event.
Tech plays their arch-rival from
Athens in football in Atlanta at
Bobby Dodd Stadium on Nov. 27,
this year.

By Jamie Howell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Buzz and Hairy Dawg confront each other. Even the mascots get after
each other when the Tech-UGA rivalry heats up on the ﬁeld.
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FIGHT SONGS

Ramblinʼ Wreck
I’m a Ramblin’ Wreck From Georgia Tech and a hell of an engineer.
A helluva, helluva, helluva, helluva, hell of an engineer.
Like all the jolly good fellows, I drink my whiskey clear,
I’m a Ramblin’ Wreck from Georgia Tech and a hell of an engineer.
Oh, if I had a daughter, sir, I’d dress her in White and Gold.
And put her on the campus to cheer the brave and bold.
And if I had a son, sir, I’ll tell you what he’d do,
He would yell “TO HELL WITH GEORGIA” like his daddy used to do.
I wish I had a barrel of rum and sugar three thousand pounds,
A college bell to put it in, and a clapper to stir it round.
I’d drink to all the good fellows who come from far and near,
I’m a ramblin’, gamblin’ hell of an engineer. Hey!

To Hell With Georgia

Sung to the tune of “Battle Hymn of the Republic”
Don’t send my boy to MIT
The dying mother said,
Don’t send my boy to Emory
I’d rather see him dead,
But send my boy to Georgia Tech
‘Tis better than Cornell.
And as for the University of Georgia
I’d rather see him in hell!
[chorus]
To hell, to hell, to hell with Georgia,
To hell, to hell, to hell with Georgia,
To hell, to hell, to hell with Georgia,
The cesspool of the South!
Mine eyes have seen the glory
Of the stomping of the Dogs.
We will teach the poor dumb
farmboys
They should stick to sloppin’ hogs.
When the Jackets are triumphant

There will be a mighty cheer—
We’ll do the same next year!
[chorus]
On the ﬁeld between the hedges
There arose a mighty stench,
In the Dogs’ machine the engineers
Had thrown a monkey wrench.
When the Jackets are triumphant
We will raise a mighty yell—
Them Dogs can GO TO HELL!
[chorus]
Mine eyes have seen the glory
Of the N.C. Double-A
They’re investigating Georgia players
To see how much they’re paid
After counting all the cars
And the loans alumni made,
They out-pay the NBA
[chorus]
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You certainly wonʼt ﬁnd these in Websterʼs...
The dictionary
of essential
Tech terms
A
The ﬁrst letter of the alphabet. It also
allegedly appears on grade reports.
We’ll believe it when we see it.
Acronyms
Used for anything and everything
on campus. Examples include buildings (MRDC), majors (ME) and
colleges (CoC).
Brittain Beach
The patch of grass in the East Campus
quad where freshmen traditionally
throw frisbees and sunbathe in summer and spring.
Bursar’s Oﬃce
The place where you take your
money, or your parents’ money, or
the government’s money, but no
credit cards...
BuzzCard
Student ID and campus debit
card. Don’t leave home without it.
BuzzPort
A portal for Georgia Tech web resources, at least we think. Mention
BuzzPort to an upperclassman and
you’ll probably get a puzzled look.

Caﬀeine
Sleep in a bottle, cup or other nonbed form. See Sleep.
Capital Campaign
President Clough’s fundraising drive
that concluded in spring 2001. It
raised $712 million for the Institute,
including the funding for many of
the recently-completed construction
projects around campus.
Chem Annex
One-fourth of the College of
Computing’s building.
Clyde Bumps
Giant speed bumps (near the CoC
and CRC, for example) that are
only crossable at speeds under ﬁve
miles per hour (any faster, and you’ll
make the guys over at Midas very
happy and very rich). Named for
Clyde Robbins, who at one time was
responsible for campus planning.
See also Clyde Walks.

Coed
A female college student was ﬁrst
admitted to Tech 52 years ago. Although more sightings are reported
each year, females only account for
around 30 percent of the student
body.
College of Computing Building
The Tool Shed. Think really hard
about your favorite CS major and
you’ll understand. Alternative deﬁnitions: EE Annex, Chem Annex.
Complaining
Something all Tech students are
expected to do often and well.
Good examples can be found on
newsgroups and in Technique letters
to the editor.
CRC
Campus Recreation Center. A place
to exercise and forget about diﬀerential equations for a while. Enjoy the
fact that there is now a waterslide,
which is only entering its second year
of existence. See also SAC.

Clyde Walks
Term for the sidewalks that have
bricks in them. Another useful innovation of Clyde Robbins. See also
Clyde Bumps.

Cumberland College
The school that the Tech football
team defeated 222-0 in 1916.

Coca-Cola
Obey the word of the man. This is
Atlanta, after all. Use this building
to locate the Student Center, which
houses the only Pizza Hut in the
country that serves Coca-Cola.

Dead Week
The week before ﬁnals during which
you are not supposed to have any
tests. Be forewarned: some professors don’t understand this concept,
at all.

By Jonathon Mehlberg / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The Campus Recreation Center, or CRC, is one of the newest additions to campus. Although it is no longer the ofﬁcial name for the
recreation center, many upperclassmen still call the CRC the SAC.

Dean’s List
Only takes a 3.0...sounds easy,
doesn’t it? Just wait.
D.M. Smith
History and Social Sciences building
across from the library. Does not
have a state-of-the-art air conditioning system.
Drop Day
The Friday that marks the last day to
drop a class. It’s recently been moved
to a point later in the semester, taking
some of the guessing out of the decision to drop a class. You freshmen
have it so easy...

Drownprooﬁng
A P.E. class that was required of all
Tech students up until 1988, so if
you cannot swim now, do not worry.
The class involved being tied up
with rope and thrown into a pool.
The goal was to allow you to survive
indeﬁnitely in the water through a
variety of techniques.
E-Mag
PHYS 2212, considered one of the
most diﬃcult and/or confusing
classes at Tech. Back under the
quarter system, the saying used to
See Terms, page 13
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2005 Freshman Survival Guide
Administration/Services

Barnes & Noble @ GT
172
Bursarʼs Oﬃce
29A
Carnegie Building
36
French Building
30
Parking/GT Police Dept.
46
Student Center
104
Student Center Commons
114
Student Health Center
177
Student Services (Flag) Building 123
Student Success Center
31
Tech Tower
35

Athletic

Campus Recreation Center
140
Bobby Dodd Stadium
17
OʼKeefe Gymnasium
33A
Bill Moore Tennis Center
80
Alexander Memorial Coliseum
73
Russ Chandler Stadium
168

Academic Buildings

Architecture (East)
76
Boggs Building (Chemistry)
103
Cherry Emerson
66
College of Computing
50
College of Management
172
D.M. Smith Building
24
Ford ES&T
147
Howey Physics Building
81
Instructional Center
55
Library
77, 100
New Architecture
75
Old Architecture
76
Petit Biotechnology Building
146
Savant Building
38
Skiles Classroom Building
2
Van Leer Building
85
Weber SST
84
Whitaker Building
165

Dorms and Apartments
East
West
Brown
Cloudman
Field
Glenn
Hanson
Harris
Harrison
Hopkins
Howell
Matheson
Perry
Smith
Towers
4th St. Apts.
Burge Apts.

7
13
90
16
93
11
14
94
10
91
92
6
15
134
1

Armstrong
Caldwell
Center St.
8th St. Apts.
Fitten
Folk
Freeman
Fulmer
GLC
Hefner
Hemphill
Montag
6th St. Apts.
ULC
Woodruﬀ

108
109
132
130
119
110
117
106
52
107
131
118
65
64
116

Campus Dining

Brittain Dining Hall
12
Food Court
104
Juniorʼs Grill
74
Pandiniʼs, Jackets, Einstein Bros. 114
Technology Square
170, 171,
172, 175, 176
Woodruﬀ Dining Hall
116

Parking

Burge Deck
Peters Deck
North Campus Deck
Student Center Deck
Technology Square Deck
Curran Deck
CRC Deck
Tenth and Home Parking Deck
Map Courtesy of ICPA

9
8
148
54
174
139
162
182

ENGINEERʼS
BOOKSTORE
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Campus Map
Greeks

Alpha Chi Omega 331
Alpha Delta Pi
334
Alpha Epsilon Pi
300
Alpha Gamma Delta 333
Alpha Phi Omega 120
Alpha Tau Omega 302
Alpha Xi Delta
323
Beta Theta Pi
303
Chi Psi
305
Delta Chi
335
Delta Sigma Phi
307
Delta Sigma Theta 337
Delta Tau Delta
308
Delta Upsilon
309
Kappa Alpha
310
Kappa Sigma
311
Lambda Chi Alpha 312
Phi Delta Theta
314

Phi Gamma Delta
315
Phi Kappa Psi
304
Phi Kappa Sigma
316
Phi Kappa Tau
317
Phi Kappa Theta
318
Phi Mu
362
Phi Sigma Kappa
319
Pi Kappa Alpha
320
Pi Kappa Phi
336
Psi Upsilon
321
Sigma Chi
324
Sigma Nu
325
Sigma Phi Epsilon 326
Tau Kappa Epsilon 327
Theta Chi
328
Theta Xi
329A
Zeta Beta Tau
330
Zeta Tau Alpha
338

Religious Organizations

Baptist Student Union
Campus Christian Fellowship
Catholic Center
Lutheran Center
Presbyterian Center
Wesley Foundation

339
332
341
343
346
344
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Perks, drawbacks come with living oﬀ campus
Joshua Cuneo
Online Editor

[Editor’s Note: This article is
reprinted, with minor modiﬁcations,
from the Aug. 20, 2004 issue of the
Technique.]
To many students, living on
campus may seem like the ideal
arrangement. After all, friends,
food, and classes are all within easy
walking distance, and conventional
wisdom holds that living on campus
away from home is an important part
of the college experience.
However, some members of
Tech’s student body have elected to
live far from campus—so far, in fact,
that they’re forced to drive or ride
their bikes to classes every morning.
But they argue that there are merits
to this arrangement, something
they would encourage freshmen to
consider after they’ve been at Tech
for a year or two.
“I like having more room,” said
Hudson DeLee, a fourth-year Mechanical Engineering major who
drives to campus 15 minutes every
morning from his apartment in
Dekalb County. “Price-wise, you can
get a lot better deals oﬀ campus.”
Kevin Guthrie, a fourth-year
Math and Physics major, agreed.
“The apartment is cheaper…Also,
I had been living right next to [the
75/85 connector] for two years, so it
was nice to have a quiet place to sleep
back away from the highway. One
big plus was not having a communal
bathroom and shower.”

Some students like DeLee also
leave when they become fed up
with the Department of Housing’s
quality of living.
“Over here, I’m not living under
the thumb of Housing, my air conditioning works, and I don’t have
all that uncomfortable furniture
in my room that I have to keep in
there,” he said.
Others even defy the rebellious
college student stereotype and return
home to their parents, especially if
ﬁnances are tight.
“I moved in with them to save

“I’m not living
under the thumb
of Housing...I
don’t have all that
uncomfortable
furniture in my room
that I have to keep
there.”
Hudson DeLee
Fourth-year ME

money while I looked for work,” said
Charles Whittington, a ﬁfth-year
Computer Science major. “Being
on loans, I did not want to rent an
apartment and drive up my loan
money.”
But, he said, that hasn’t kept him
from reaping the beneﬁts of living

oﬀ campus.
“The best thing is that I can’t
go back to my room and goof oﬀ.
I get more work done during the
day and the time that I am there,”
Whittington said. “When I lived
on campus, all I did was drink and
download stuﬀ oﬀ the web with
that killer connection. I actually
go out now. My spirits and grades
rose dramatically after moving oﬀ
campus.”
Living oﬀ campus even carries
psychological beneﬁts. Some students who commute ﬁnd it easier to
relax every evening because they can
escape the academic environment.
“I really enjoy getting away from
the campus each day, as it gives me
a time to unwind and to diﬀerentiate from work (that is, school) and
home,” said Frank Rietta, a fourthyear computer science major.
Some commuters can also take
advantage of MARTA, Atlanta’s
rapid transit system. While users
argue about its reliability, it provides a
cheap alternative for those who worry
about transportation expenses.
MARTA is also beneﬁcial for
on-campus residents eager to explore
the city. The trains can take riders
to a number of Atlanta’s major
hot spots, and the buses—free for
train riders—drive to most of the
remaining locations. But, said Rietta,
be forewarned; “Walking to the
MARTA station late at night is not
exactly safe.” The Tech Trolley stops
at MARTA, carrying students to and
from campus, and the Stingerette
transports students after hours.

Image courtesy Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority

MARTA offers a transportation alternative to freshmen who cannot
bring their cars and students who commute to Tech each day.

Other students argue in favor of
living on or near campus. Time,
they said, is a premium.
“Spending 1.5 hours on average in
the car takes a chunk out of the day
which at some times could be used
for studying,” Rietta said.
He commutes from his parents’
house in Duluth. “In addition, group

classes can be harder when other
group members prefer to meet late
at night.”
It also means that students
with early classes have to get up
even earlier than their on-campus
counterparts, and there’s no room
See Oﬀ, page 11
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Ludacris performs
on campus at
“Sting Break.”

The Campaign for
Georgia Tech, or
Capital Campaign, concludes.
The fundraising
drive raises $712
million, money
that is used to
ﬁnance a wave of
new construction
projects.

Tech shifts from a
quarter system to
semesters.

Tech campus
serves as the
Olympic Village
during the 1996
Olympic Games.

Drownprooﬁng
requirement
ends.

Dr. John P. Crecine
named ninth Tech
president.

Oﬀ

2005
2004
The Tech menʼs
basketball team
competes in the
NCAA Championship game.

Technology
Square opens.

2003
2001
1999
1997
1996
1994

1992
1988
1987
1980

Dr. Arthur Hansen
named seventh
Tech president.

Dr. Wayne Clough
named tenth Tech
president.
Vice-presidential
candidates Dan
Quayle and Al
Gore debate at
the Ferst Center
for the Arts.

Buzz ﬁrst appears
as Techʼs mascot
at the Tech-Florida game.

Student Athletic
Center opens.

Basketball becomes Techʼs ﬁrst
womenʼs varsity
sport.

New students are
required to have
computers.

1977
1974
1972
1970
1969
1967

George C. Griﬃn
retires after 18
years as dean of
students.

1964
1961
1960
1957
Dr. Edwin Harrison named sixth
Tech president.

Dr. Joseph Mayo
Pettit named
eighth Tech president.

Student Center
opens.

Bobby Dodd
retires as head
football coach.
Tech desegregates when Ford
Greene, Ralph
Long Jr. and
Lawrence Williams, three black
students, enroll.

Dr. Mary Katherine Cabell becomes Techʼs ﬁrst
female faculty
member.

Gilbert Library
constructed.

1953
Continued from page 12

SOURCES: Georgia Tech Alumni Association; Technique archived issues; T-Book

from page 10

for those famous last-minute mad
dashes to lecture.
“When I wake up at 7:55 a.m.
for a ﬁnal at 8 a.m., I’m going to
be late,” DeLee said. “Whereas on
campus, I can sprint out the door
and get there.”
“I prefer living on campus,” said
Scott Kim, a fourth-year electrical
engineering major. He commutes
from his parents’ home in Lawrenceville—a 45-minute drive—and
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regrets that the cost of housing could
not justify staying on campus over
the summer. “It’s more convenient,
and I enjoy being around friends
at Tech.”
Part of the problem, DeLee said,
is that commuters often ﬁnd themselves away from campus during
peak social hours and have diﬃculty
making it back to campus to visit
with friends.
“You’d be going home after
classes, or at dinner, and really,
after that, that’s when all the fun
stuﬀ happens.”

That is why many students,
including commuters, usually recommend on-campus residency to
incoming freshmen.
Living with fellow students, who
are facing the same challenges of
being on their own for the ﬁrst time
and are looking to meet new people
can create good friendships.
“You can go out and meet new
people and enjoy the college atmosphere,” Kim said. “It also gives
a greater feeling of independence
and responsibility since you are on
your own.”
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FIGHT SONGS

Up With the White & Gold
Oh, well, it’s…
Up with the White and Gold, down with the red and black,
Georgia Tech is out for a victory.
We’ll drop our battle axe on Georgia’s head
When we meet her, our team is sure to beat her.
Down on the farm there will be no sound
‘Till our Bow-wows rip through the air.
When the battle is over, Georgia’s team will be found
With the Yellow Jackets swarming ‘round.

Get inolved, itʼs easy
By Kyle Thomason
Editor-in-Chief

By now, as a freshman, or even
as an upperclassman, you have
seen advertisements for more
groups than you ever thought
existed; in fact, you probably do
not think there could possibly be
any more organizations around.
Well, there probably are. Tech
has hundreds of clubs and organizations, and if there is not one
that ﬁts your particular interest,
you can start one.
If you’re at Tech because you
have always wanted to be an
engineer, and you want to spend
all of your free time concentrating on engineering, there are
certainly groups for you, but
that’s not all.
In addition to all imaginable
organizations related to math,
the sciences and engineering,
there are many organizations
that cater to the liberal arts side
of students, such as the Technique,

the Blueprint, DramaTech, glee
club and mock trial.
In addition, there are many
organizations that promote
leadership and help to hone all
sorts of skills such as FAB, SGA
and Freshman Council that are
involved in a multitude of events
and provide great experience for
students.
There are also many opportunities to get involved within
your major, whether it is working
for a professor, doing research or
helping with recruitment.
There are so many opportunities, and there is undoubtedly a
place for everyone on campus to
“ﬁt in.” Not only is going out to
join an organization a great way to
get involved personally, it’s a great
way to meet people that often will
have the same interests as you and
are interested in doing something
outside of studying.
So, go ahead, go to a meeting
today and get started; it’s much
more fun that extra Calc work.

we no longer offer
subscriptions
to the TECHNIQUE.
please check us out
online at

www.nique.net
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Yep, that’s what it says.
from page 7

go, “E-Mag, Re-Mag, Three-Mag,
Management.”
Faculty Honors
A 4.0? Keep dreaming...
Flag Building
a.k.a. Student Services Building.
Houses the Dean of Students oﬃce
and the Technique.
Flush Letters
Letters of rejection from prospective employers. Three or four will
sometimes get you a free meal.
Final Four 2004
The event which generated more
excitement at Tech than anything
else in recent memory. Hopefully, it
will become an annual event.
F.O.
Frosted Orange. See The “V.”
Gates
The best development in parking,
ever. Please do not break them.
Good Word, The
“To hell with Georgia!”
Hill, The
The area ﬁlled with old, historic
buildings between the Administration Building and the Library. See
Tech Tower.
Honor Code
Supposedly sexy. Says you’re supposed to squeal on cheaters. And
profs are supposed to provide word.

Howey
The Physics Building on the corner
of Ferst and Atlantic where many
freshman classes are held.
IC Auditorium
a.k.a. Tennenbaum Auditorium,
located in the Instructional Center,
which is across from the CRC.
Junior’s
Campus diner where Tommy serves
up some of the world’s greatest
chicken ﬁngers.
Late Fees
Fees that apply in addition to regular semester fees if your payment
is late.
Better take out another loan to pay
these oﬀ.
Library West Commons
Computer lab on the ﬁrst ﬂoor of
the library, and perhaps the nicest
on campus. At one time in the nottoo-distant past, this was one of the
least-used parts of campus, but now
you can almost always expect a wait
before a computer opens up.
M.I.T.
Georgia Tech, North Campus
Ma Tech
The cherished name used by students
and alumni as the personiﬁcation of
Georgia Tech.
MARTA
Metro Atlanta Rapid Transit
Authority—since freshmen don’t
have cars, this is your way around

Atlanta, unless you can sucker an
upperclassman into driving.
Midnight Madness
Starting the Sunday before ﬁnals and
continuing every night during ﬁnals,
students gather at midnight in public
areas around dorms or lean out their
windows for the age-old tradition.
Promptly at midnight, students
scream and yell to relieve the stress
of their ﬁnals preparation.
North Avenue Trade School
Nickname for Tech.
Oﬃce of Information Technology
(OIT)
The campus computer oﬃce. At one
time, they had the nicest computer
labs on campus. See Library West
Commons.
O’Keefe
This is where the volleyball team
plays. It is next to the Coliseum. See
athletic Coeds.
Olympics
Hosted by Atlanta during the summer of 1996. Tech served as the
Olympic Village. Most on-campus
apartments were built around this
time.
OSCAR
Not a green muppet. Online Student
Computer Assisted Registration; it’s
how you get classes, view your grades,
pay your bills and, eventually, check
you graduation status.
Orange
Thanks to construction, it has become an unoﬃcial Tech color.
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Parking Permit
Once just a hunting license before
former Parking Director Rod Weis
stepped in and restored some order;
most freshmen can still leave this one
out of their vocabulary.
Quarter
A relic of the past. Alumni, faculty,
staﬀ and really old students will probably remember. Tech switched from
the quarter system to semesters in
1999, causing all kinds of problems.
See Semester Conversion.
RAT
Any freshman. Recruit At Tech, or
Recently Acquired Tech Students.
Originates in Tech’s strong military
roots.
Road Trip
Something every college student
should and must do in order to truly
experience college. All you need is
some clean underwear, a toothbrush,
and...oh yeah...a car with gas, which
is not cheap these days.
SAC
Student Athletic Center, now
renamed the Campus Recreation
Center. See CRC.
Semester Conversion
A big hassle that occurred before the
1999 school year. Resulted in lots of
graduation appeals. See Quarter.
Sex
Oh, wait...
Shaft (1)
Any examination or class (not
necessarily longer than it is wide)

which inﬂicts mental anguish due to
being unnecessarily diﬃcult and/or
impossible to pass.
Shaft (2)
The large metal campanile fountain
outside the Student Center.
[sic]
A phrase, used often in journalism,
meaning “intentionally so written.”
According to Webster’s Dictionary,
it is used after a word or passage to
indicate that it is intended exactly as
printed or to indicate that it exactly
reproduces the original—especially
when the passage appears to contain
a mistake. Example: University [sic]
of Georgia.
Sideways
A stray dog who’s head was cocked
toward her tail. She captured the
hearts of Tech students in 1945.
Sixth-Year Senior
Every fraternity has one; Someone
who has already been here longer
than the recommended schedule,
but is still striving to get out. This
person has funny stories.
Sleep
We at the Technique are glad to be
able to deﬁne this for you. Although
we haven’t experienced it ﬁrst-hand
(and neither will you), we hear it has
something to do with shutting the
eyes and entering into a catatonic
state for several hours on a nightly
basis. See Caﬀeine.
Sliver
See Terms, page 14
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from page 13

A comment, quip, inside joke or
one-liner that runs in the Technique
Sliver Box. Contribute one at www.
nique.net.
Square Root Club
The elite club that only admits members who meet this stringent criteria:
The square root of your GPA is greater
than your GPA. Get it? Don’t strain
your brain too hard...
Staﬀ
The hardest-working professor at
Tech. He teaches most of the lowerlevel classes, but never receives any
credit. Why isn’t he in the course
evaluation?
Stinger, Stingerette
Campus vans and buses. They aren’t
on a strict schedule so budget extra
time if you want to make it to class,
or just get some exercise and walk.
An hour should be enough. See also
Tech Trolley.
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Stop Signs
Disregarded by most drivers. If you
see someone using a crosswalk, you’re
supposed to speed up...right?

Anyone can write for it, regardless of
experience, and meetings are every
Tuesday at 7 p.m. in Room 137 of
the Student Services Building.

Student Center Commons
The Houston Building. Used to be
the Tech bookstore. Now houses
student orgs, WREK Radio, and
several stores and restaurants.

Technology Square
Tech’s giant leap across the Downtown Connector. Home of Barnes
and Noble @ Georgia Tech, a hotel,
the College of Management, and
numerous stores and restaurants.
Our ﬂedgling attempt at a college
town, with a few choices that college
students do like.

Tech Tower
The Administration Building. The
Ts atop the tower are probably more
heavily guarded than anything else
on campus.

Thrillerdome
The basketball arena.

Tech Trolleys
Not really trolleys. They’re actually
Stingers disguised as trolleys, with
much more uncomfortable seats.
They run from the IC to Technology
Square. We’re still waiting for the
moving sidewalk, though.

“V,” The
Varsity drive-in located on North
Avenue. At least get a fried pie and
an F.O. Also known as “The Greasy
V.” Claims to be the world’s largest
drive-in.

Technique
“The South’s Liveliest College
Newspaper.” An excellent distraction
during Friday afternoon lectures.

Whistle, The
The steam whistle that blows to signal
class changes at ﬁve minutes before
the hour. It also blows whenever

By Jamie Howell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Freshmen will quickly ﬁnd that walking is often faster than waiting for
an overcrowded bus such as the Tech Trolley to transport them.

Tech wins a home football game,
and each spring during the “When
the Whistle Blows” remembrance
ceremony.
Whistle, The
The Georgia Tech faculty and staﬀ
newspaper published by Institute

Communications and Public Affairs.
Word
Old tests and notes to help you study
for tests. Some professors changes
their tests all the time, but remember
that most people are lazy.
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The Technique proudly presents...
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

26.
27.

28.
29.
30.
31.

Go to the beach. Any one will
do.
Ride the elevator to the top
of the Westin Peachtree Plaza
Hotel. It rotates.
Eat at Junior’s (and wonder
why Tommy isn’t in charge of
all campus dining).
Buy a class ring (the year can
be changed).
Drop a class.
Go to the top of the Mason
Civil Engineering Building
and watch the sun set or rise.
Wear your RAT cap.
Swim in the fountain (either
the Library or the Shaft—both
count).
Stand in line.
Visit the Career Services oﬃce
(before your senior year).
Pull an all-nighter (as if you
have a choice).
Blow off homework for a
date.
Find the Habersham Building.
Go inside of it and ﬁnd out who’s
in there.
Walk into a ﬁnal and say, “What
the hell is this crap? And where
is the regular guy?”
Read at least one Technique
from cover to cover.
Wander aimlessly around
campus after being shafted by
your latest exam.
Warn tour groups away from
Tech by screaming “The Horror!
The Horror!”
Complain about Auxiliary
Services. Take your pick from
parking, housing, dining, etc.
Meet the waitress at Waﬄe
House at 4 a.m.
Count her teeth and play the
Waﬄe House song.
Fall asleep on your keyboardddd
ddddddddddddddddddd.
Go to a fraternity rush party
and claim to be from Enu,
Alaska.
Work for the Technique, or at
least come to a meeting.
Climb one of the magnolia trees
near the Campanile.
During senior year, show up
for your last lab or ﬁnal hammered. But don’t blame us for
the consequences.
Dance. Dance publicly. Dance
wildy. Ignore the laughter.
Send President Clough an email.
Extra points if he replies in the
same day (he’s usually pretty
fast).
Call your parents and beg for
money.
Call Financial Aid and beg for
money.
Go on North Ave. and beg for
money.
Help build a wreck for Homecoming. Personal vehicles do

not count.
32. Pick up a guy or girl in the
Library West Commons.
33. Light sparklers in your oncampus apartment to celebrate
New Year’s.
34. Run in the Freshman Cake
Race. Senator Sam Nunn did,
and look what it did for his
career!
35. Sneak a large metal beer-distributing object into your dorm.
When it’s empty, pass out.
36. Figure out why diﬀerential
equations are important things
to know.
37. Vote in a national election in
the Georgia Tech precinct (why
not this November?).
38. Put on weight.
39. Work out at the new and improved CRC. See #38.
40. Be in the Blueprint (somewhere,
anywhere).
41. Date someone from another
school.
42. Imagine that your roommate is
getting paid to ruin your life.
43. Realize that your profs are, in
fact, getting paid to ruin your
life.
44. Give Roz Meyers, or any other
administrator, a hug. Tell him or
her that the ‘Nique sent you.
45. Go to Lenox Square and wear
out your credit cards.
46. Eat Easy Mac and/or Ramen
noodles ﬁve times in a given
week.
47. Wait 10 minutes for a Stinger
when it would only take ﬁve to
walk to class.
48. Get some condoms. Use when

appropriate (guys and gals).
49. Successfully appeal a parking
ticket.
50. Shack.
51. Go to Under the Couch.
52. Join SGA.
53. Quit SGA.
54. Wish you were home (not too
much in your freshman year—it
looks bad).
55. Strea k during Midnight
Madness (watch out for the
GTPD).
56. Go to every Tech home game
during one football season.
57. Road trip to at least one away
game. While there, try to
convince the public address
announcer to page George P.
Burdell.
58. Take the Stinger to the CRC.
59. Decide not to go to the CRC
when the Stinger fails to arrive
promptly.
60. Drink “Hunch Punch.”
61. Take aspirin and reconsider
#60.
62. Make a movie for iMovieFest,
or Delta Campus Movie Fest,
or whatever it happens to be
called this year.
63. Have a long conversation with
someone on a bench on Skiles
Walkway.
64. Ask someone the date, then realize you’re three days behind.
65. Go to Athens. This is a No Brain
Zone. Plan to stay the night.
66. Sit on the library fountain.
Dangle your feet. Wave at your
friends as they walk by.
67. Figure out what’s at the top of
Tech Tower. (A: Absolutely

things
to do
before you
graduate

Nothing).
68. Go to Savannah for St. Patrick’s
Day.
69.
70. Ask a professor to join you for
lunch.
71. Ask a professor to join you for
happy hour.
72. Take the yellow envelope from
your old parking tickets and put
a slip of paper in them that says
“Gotcha!” Put them on all the
parking mini-trucks.
73. Have a conversation with
the Dean Griﬃn statue until
someone notices. Then stare
back like he or she is the weird
one.
74. Learn the words to “Up With
the White and Gold.”
75. Break up, then make up, with
your boyfriend or girlfriend.
76. Sleep on your, or your hallmate’s,
ﬂoor by accident.
77. Learn the stories of Sideways
the dog.
78. Register for a class that is taught
in Technology Square, knowing full well you can’t possibly
get back on campus in time for
your next class.
79. Watch a CS major walk into a
tree, back-up, and say “excuse
me,” all without ever looking
up.
80. Go more than one week without
showering.
81. Take a final. When you’re
ﬁnished, immediately change
your major.
82. Grow facial hair (males only,
please).
83. Discover why the lights are

84.

85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.

93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.

99.

always on in the Architorture
building.
Visit your friend in the Architorture building. Take a care
package of Vivarin and Red
Bull.
Get your picture made with the
Ramblin’ Wreck.
Eat too many “Naked Dogs”
from the “V.”
Express every opinion you’ve
ever had (relevancy not required) on every newsgroup.
Discover that your roommate
is not nearly as obnoxious now
that he or she has Word.
Think about transferring to
UGA or Emory.
Wake up. It was only a bad
dream. See #89.
Relax in the green space on campus. One at a time, please.
Tour CNN Studios and visit
Centennial Olympic Park (they
are both within walking distance).
Have a cold one at the nonalcoholic pub in the Student
Center Commons.
Go to a DramaTech production.
Get a degree.
Get lost while driving in Atlanta. Curse the plethora of
roads named “Peachtree.”
Make friends, or visit old ones,
at Georgia State or Emory.
Play trivia at Rocky Mountain
Pizza, Fifth Street Ribs and
Blues, or anywhere for that
matter.
Concoct, but don’t enact, a plan
to steal a “T” oﬀ Tech Tower.
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Michelle Annette Clark
Junior
Mechanical Engineering

“Since my enrollment at Georgia Tech
in the Fall of 2003, I have encountered
two types of people: those who
indifferently ride through life, and
those who passionately drive through
life. I can confidently say that I belong
to the latter.”

Br andon Co ry Elson
Junior
Management
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John Alan Dean

Esteban Devoto

“Being a person of impact involves
constantly living in a state of
possibility and being a catalyst for
positive change”

“To be chosen as a person of impact
among the many solid applicants is
a very remarkable thing since it
means that you stand out amongst
students with amazing potential”

Senior
Management

Auxiliary Services is pleased to be able to award
ten $3,000 scholarships to Georgia Tech
students who IMPACT the Georgia Tech
community. We are happy and proud to say
thank you to students who have supported us
over the years. We understand and appreciate
the hard work, self-discipline, and perseverance
required for the Georgia Tech student to succeed
and hope that these scholarships will express our
thanks.

Junior
Management

“I helped bring Dance Marathon to
Georgia Tech because of the impact it
would have on both our campus and
Georgia Tech’s image in the Atlanta
community. I truly believe it is the
largest reason I am a person of
impact.”

Kathy Pham
Sophomore
Computer Science

“I strive to make a difference and leave
a mark wherever I go. I join
organizations not for the superficial
titles but for the opportunity to make
an impact in the organization or the
lives that the organization affects.”

Justin Matthew
Harper
Sophomore
Computer Science

“…making an impact is more than just
doing the job that’s asked of you, but
being passionate about what you do
and spreading that enthusiasm to
others.”

Caroline Meagher
Mahoney

Junior
Industrial Engineering

“Making an impact by accident.”

The money for these scholarships is derived from
the royalties paid to Georgia Tech for the sale of
all merchandise bearing the Institute's name or
logo. We are pleased that we are able to return
the money to those who have helped make our
operations successful.
If you are making a positive impact on the
Georgia Tech community we encourage you to
apply next year! Applications will be available
online at www.importantstuff.com in January.

Christine Cory
Vaughn

Sophomore
International Affairs and Modern
Language
“I am a person of impact because I
care about the people around me
so much that I do whatever I can
to provide for their needs”

Pelh am David
No rville

Doctorate
Electrical and Computer
Engineering
“I have held leadership positions in
several organizations at Georgia
Tech, but leadership is action, not
position. I believe that one should
not simply be content to passively
experience life, but rather work to
improve human condition.”

Clinton Gregory
Warren

Junior
Mechanical Engineering
“I [have] achieved one of my
primary goals at Tech: to give back
to and to develop the student
community that I love so much”

