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Braine retires as result of illness
By William Bretherton
Contributing Writer

Director of Athletics Dave Braine announced last Wednesday that he
is retiring due to health concerns caused by Crohn’s disease.

Last Wednesday afternoon at
3 p.m., Director of Athletics Dave
Braine announced at a press conference that it would be his last.
His decision to retire, he said, was
the result of an ailment known as
Crohn’s disease, an inﬂammatory
bowel disorder.
“I have one more year to go. I
don’t know whether or not I would
have made it through next year anyway. There comes a time when it is
time to go,” Braine said. “My mind
and my body told me it’s time for
somebody else. I am grateful for the
opportunity because Georgia Tech
has been very good to me.”
He has served as the director of
athletics since 1997. During that
time, he has overseen a program that
has gone through many changes.
He raised $75 million for Bobby
Dodd Stadium’s facilities upgrade
project that expanded its capacity

admissions packets.
The Honors Program strives to
recruit exemplary students without
drawing away resources from current
students, said Bobby Beaulieu, the
chair of Academic Aﬀairs for the
Student Government Association
(SGA). “It does not aim to degrade
the Tech education everyone else
is earning. The Honors Program
has its own budget, and it will only
attract better students and more
funding. Ultimately, it will enhance
the entire educational level at Tech,”
Beaulieu said.
The program is targeted to academically excellent students who
seek a broader, more interdisciplinary and inquiry-based educational

experience. “Admission will depend
on a holistic assessment of a student’s
GPA, test scores, leadership record,
personal essay and teacher recommendations. We’re looking for
students with demonstrated excellence in academic achievement, community involvement and character,”
said Deborah Smith, associate vice
president of Enrollment Services.
Although current literature
on the program is limited to online documentation available at
www.honors.gatech.edu, future
honors students will be aggressively recruited, according to the
administration. “Everything is in
place for the program to start now
except for some minor details, like

By Julia Bunch/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

to 55,000. He also headed a project
to upgrade the facilities of Russ
Chandler Stadium, raising its seating capacity to 5,500 seats and made
several upgrades to the Georgia Tech
Aquatic Center. Among Braine’s
other accomplishments include the
numerous coaches brought into the
athletic program. In football, he
brought in Chan Gailey after George
O’Leary left for Notre Dame. Tech
has been to a bowl game every season
during Braine’s tenure.
“Dave gave me the opportunity
to come to Georgia Tech, for which
I am very appreciative. Under his
direction, we’ve been able to improve our facilities tremendously,
with the stadium expansion and the
other new football facilities that are
very important to our program. We
look forward to building on what’s
been started here under Dave,”
Gailey said.
In volleyball, he hired Bond
See Braine, page 3

Honors Program prepares for fall start
By Jenny Zhang
Contributing Writer

The administration has begun
to make preparations for Tech’s
new Honors Program, which will
launch this fall with a freshman
class of approximately 110 students.
Likely candidates for the program
are currently being chosen from this
year’s applicant pool.
A committee comprised of
Honors Program Advisory Board
members and staﬀ from the Oﬃce
of Admissions will select students
from this smaller group beginning
in mid-March. Letters inviting selected students to join the program
will be sent out April 1 with regular

DiSabatino leaves for Clemson
By John Maddux
Contributing Writer

Dean of Students Gail DiSabatino will soon be leaving her position
at Tech for the position of vice president of Student Aﬀairs at Clemson
University in Clemson, S.C.
She has been an active part of
the Tech community and has been
involved in many projects across
campus, including the creation of
Rambling Nights, the establishment
of the Women’s Resource Center
and three revisions of the student
conduct code.
She said that the things she has
worked on that she is most proud
of are “the things that people don’t
even see, those things behind the
scenes that are making the department run more eﬃciently and effectively, like including an online
appointment system that lets the
dean know what you want to talk
about beforehand.”
DiSabatino is known for her
inﬂuence on campus and her im-

“Almost every initiative [at
Tech] either came from a
student idea or a student
concern.”

honors course descriptions, which
will be worked out in the next few
months. Next year, there will be
a separate honors application and
we’ll advertise more, but the Provost
decided the program should open
this year and we feel that it’s ready,”
said Anderson Smith, vice provost
for Undergraduate Studies.
The Honors Program will oﬀer
new classes including small sections of introductory courses that
will require students “to think,
inquire, discuss, debate and even
challenge the received wisdom of
the discipline,” said Gregory Nobles,
a professor of History, Technology
See Honors, page 7

·

Comics 24

·

Sports 32

Rothaermel earns
$45,000 grant
The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation recently awarded Frank T.
Rothaermel, an assistant professor
in the College of Management,
the 2006 Sloan Industry Studies
Fellowship.
Fellows were chosen because of
their contributions to research in
industrial development and economic competition. Rothaermel was
recognized for his research endeavors
in the industry of biotechnology.
He was given a $45,000 grant for a
two-year period.

Palem, Vazirani
ACM fellows
The Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) named
Krishna Palem, a professor in the
School of Electrical and Computer
Engineering, and Vijay Vazirani, a
professor in the College of Computing, fellows.
Palem was recognized for his
work in compiler optimization and
embedded computing. Vazirani was
recognized for his contributions to
optimization and approximation
algorithms.

GTPD conducts
online survey
The Georgia Tech Police Department (GTPD) is conducting an
online survey about campus safety.
The survey, located at www.police.
gatech.edu/policesurvey.html, asks
questions such as “How safe do you
feel on the Georgia Tech campus?”
GTPD reported a 22 percent decrease in crime this year.

Klaus construction workers
strike natural gas pipeline

Gail DiSabatino
Dean of Students

provements across the board.
“She has been committed to
women’s issues, not just in the abstract way, but as a support and role
model for her staﬀ,” said Danielle
McDonald, assistant dean and director of Student Involvement.
“When I came here there were a
lot of things not in place, so we had
to create them from scratch,” DiSabatino said. “I can’t take full credit
for any of them, though; they were
the work of many people.”
According to DiSabatino, Clemson will be an entirely diﬀerent
environment. She said that “lots of

organizations are already in place at
Clemson, so I [will not] be building
up something new this time. My ﬁrst
task when I get to Clemson will be
to listen and learn about the campus
and students before trying to make
any changes.”
“Almost every initiative [at Tech]
either came from a student idea or a
student concern,” she said.
She plans to try to connect with
the students of Clemson even though
her position will involve less direct
daily contact with students than her
See Gail, page 3

By Amanda Thomas/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Klaus construction workers respond to a natural gas pipeline
rupture on the ﬁrst day of spring semester classes, Jan. 9.
By Stephen Baehl
Development Editor

Workers struck a natural gas
pipeline at the Klaus Computing
Building construction site during
the ﬁrst day of spring semester

classes, Monday, Jan. 9.
The rupture in the high-pressure, four-inch pipeline occurred
at approximately 8:30 a.m., according to Captain Byron KenSee Leak, page 3
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From the ﬁles of the GTPD...

Technique Online Voice your opinion!

Campus Crime

Last issue’s question received 227 responses.
What do you think about dead week policies?
I didn’t know they
existed - 12%

Quizzes and tests
should be allowed - 4%
Whoopsie-daisy

An oﬃcer responded to Barnes
& Noble on Dec. 21 in reference
to an injured person. A woman
slipped on a sheet of ice in front of
the bookstore and injured her ankle.
After the incident, employees cleared
the ice.
They should be strongly
enforced - 44%

Masking tape stolen

I wish my professors
followed them - 40%

By Lauren Griﬃn / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

This week’s question:
What are the menʼs basketball teamʼs post-season
chances?

Tell us at www.nique.net

Sometime between 2:00 p.m.
Dec. 30 and 7:30 a.m. Jan. 2, perpetrators entered the Creative Arts
Building and took nine extension
cords, three halogen lights, one airless sprayer and two cases of masking
tape.

Thought you had a bad day?

Paper towel thief caught!

On Dec. 22, a Britain Dining
Hall employee received over 30
threatening phone calls from his wife
stating that he was going to have a
bad day. Around 10:00 a.m., his wife
came to his workplace and told him
to look in his vehicle. The man stated
that his wife had removed all of his
personal items from the vehicle.
When he opened his wife’s car
door to retrieve his items she drove
oﬀ, dragging him with the vehicle
about 50 feet. When oﬃcers arrived on the scene, the man was
transported to the hospital.
The wife came to the police station later that day and was arrested
for simple assault and leaving the
scene of an accident.

Library Security staﬀ detained a
male on Dec. 20 matching a Be On
the Look Out (BOLO) description
issued by GTPD. He is a suspect in
several thefts around campus and
has been given several trespass warnings. He entered the library with an
empty bag over his shoulder.
He was found in the women’s
restroom standing on top of the
toilet with his bag ﬁlled with four
paper towel rolls from the men’s and
women’s restrooms. He was detained
in a back room until oﬃcers arrived
and transported him to the Fulton
County Jail.
This weekʼs campus crime information written by Kenneth Baskett

sliver

www.nique.net/sliver

why does your alarm clock go oﬀ
over and over and YOU STILL
DON’T GET UP?
to the two basketball players
who ride the stinger on t-th at 3:
i wanted to tell you how proud
i was of ya’ll against MSU but
i didn’t have the guts
Really, your editorial cartoons
need a lot of work. Good idea in
the last one, poor execution.
marissa stop being such a
monster bitch and go to college already
i cant believe johnny got hit by a
car after he won the surf tournament. how gay is that.
what do you call a black man
ﬂying an airplane?
a pilot you freakin racist
nice sweatshirt marissa. are
you serious?
to the kid who tried to pick a
ﬁght with me after the game.
just bring it.
who do you think would win
in a ﬁght between superman
and batman?
batman because all he needs is
kryptonite idiot
why does the white ball go
around the billiard table hitting
in all the colored balls, saving
the black one for last? not a
coincidence.
AAAaaaaaaaaahhh school...
no, NO SCHOOL!
I just lost sliver virginity
Tyler is a jerk!
I would break up with him
for you...
Jake- Jesus never existed.. now
try counting to twenty without
laughing
Go Wando Warriors!!!
yay for ﬁnals
happy birthday sauja! leave
your room unlocked and your
boyfriend gone tonight for your
present ;)
i love alison!
I’m SO BAD at DATING
SERIOUSLY
All Your Base Are Belong To
Us!!!!!
I’m not dating Tech boys anymore, not as a result of TBS,
but because too many of them
have broken my heart.
tests and quizzes during dead
week? why?
See page 3 for more Slivers.
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Braine

from page 1

Shymansky as head coach. In 2003,
Tech advanced to the Elite Eight of
the NCAA tournament and fell to
Hawaii, then ranked second in the
nation. It was the ﬁrst time that an
ACC school had gone as far. In 2004,
Shymansky was named ACC Coach
of the Year for leading the team to a
perfect 16-0 season. It was the ﬁrst
time in Tech’s history that this had
been done and the ﬁrst time since
1996 that this had been done by an
ACC school.
“Dave was a great mentor, leader
and supporter for our program. He

Leak

from page 1

nedy of the Atlanta Fire – Rescue
Department. He said the cause of
the incident was a backhoe hitting
the line during digging.
The leak persisted throughout the
morning, forcing the evacuation of
the Whitaker BME building across
Ferst Street. According to the GTPD,
and conﬁrmed by Amelia Gambino,
assistant vice president of Institute
Communications and Public Aﬀairs,
the Whitaker building was the only
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always cared for our female studentathletes as people ﬁrst. Personally,
he gave me my ﬁrst big break in
coaching and I will always be thankful for the conﬁdence he showed in
me,” Shymansky said.
In basketball, Braine hired
Paul Hewitt, who replaced Bobby
Cremins. Although some critics
claimed that Hewitt’s ﬁrst few seasons seemed unsuccessful, Hewitt led
Tech to the NCAA championship
game in 2004.
Many student athletes and coaches supported Braine and expressed
sorrow over his retirement.
“I think he has been great for
Georgia Tech, and in particular he

has been great for Tech baseball…

evacuation. The order, however,
was made by its building manager,
Gambino said. Police required no
building evacuations throughout
the incident.
However, police lines set up from
the intersection of Ferst and Atlantic
and encompassing the stretch of Ferst
almost as far east as the baseball ﬁeld
prevented most students from accessing classes in either the Whitaker or
the Ford Environmental Science and
Technology building.
The gas could be smelled from the

ES&T building across the street from
the leak, but, according to Kennedy,
the wind direction made the only
needed evacuation the Whitaker
building.
Still, according to GTPD, students were expected to leave the area
upon exiting class from the ES&T
building. Classes were ongoing in the
building throughout the morning,
though several students crowded
around the blockade at the intersection of Ferst and Atlantic were
unable to attend.

“He is very
supportive of not
only me, but our
players and staff. So
we are going to miss
him.”
Danny Hall

Head Baseball Coach

he attends almost every home game
that we have. He is very supportive

of not only me, but our players and
staﬀ. So we are going to miss him,”
said Danny Hall, head baseball
coach.
“When I heard the news about
[his retirement], I was very sad. I
knew him on a personal level, as more
than just an administrative athletic
director. He was a very approachable
guy…. Hopefully, we will be able
to bring in somebody who will do
just as well [as Braine],” said Steven
Blackwood, a senior outﬁelder for
the baseball team.
“Dave Braine is an outstanding
leader, a great business man, and,
most importantly, an amazing
person. Coach Braine was a won-

Gail

from page 1

current position does.
DiSabatino said she is prepared
for the numerous challenges she
will be facing in her new position
at Clemson. “Having been at a top
university with much of its own
traditions I have learned to embrace
tradition while also creating change,”
she said.
“Dean Gail is an incredible
advisor, mentor and friend to the
Student Government Association.

derful administrative director here
at Georgia Tech and will be greatly
missed,” said Cheytoria Phillips,
a senior forward for the volleyball
team.
“He was very passionate about his
job, an advocate for athletes and [he]
cared deeply about our well-being
and building us as individuals ﬁrst.
One thing that really stands out
in my mind is that Coach Braine
always had a smile on his face, was
always willing to listen and was
always available if someone needed
him…. I hope that Coach Braine’s
condition continues to improve and
for him to know that he will be in
our prayers,” Phillips said.
She is always there to guide us and
lead us in the right direction,” said
Saira Amir, executive vice president
of SGA.
DiSabatino says that, “the
Clemson students are very involved
in campus activities, which is the
same as at Tech, but they seem to
have a broader range of interests at
Clemson.”
“We will miss her very much when
she leaves, but we are happy that she
has found a new way [to] better assist
students,” Amir said.

sliver

www.nique.net/sliver

‘Jarz,’ ure pathetic. really. stop trying to get attention.
i mean wat r u trying 2 b? ure fat, ugly, not funny, loud
Did anyone else beat it to that Zeta picture in the Technique last week?
is this where i place my personal ad
I ﬁrmly believe that nerds make the best lovers.
CONGRATULATIONS TO RACHEL- THE ONLY CAMPUS SUPERSTAR SEMI-FINALIST
FROM GEORGIA TECH!!!!!
What if the founding fathers had been told “love it or leave it”?
i want chicken, i want liver, meow mix, meow mix, please deliver
3 socks and a bandito mask- thats how ya do it.
Translated Censored Sliver from Last Week: In relation, I am your fob superstar; the name is bachhan
Moore, have you told them yet?!
hi megan, i love you! esp when you look all hot and sexy sitting there next to me...can i have your babies?!
See Page 6 for more Slivers
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Council
E

Graduate Student Senate

Clippings

ach week, elected members of the houses of the Student Government
Association (SGA) meet to consider allocation bills and talk about campus
issues. Here are summaries of those meetings.
Undergraduate House of Representatives

Committee proposes
mandatory fee increase
By James Stephenson
Contributing Writer

The Undergraduate House of
Representatives met this past Tuesday. No bills were brought before
the House; therefore, no bills were
passed.
Last week, the Rowing Club
Bill was again brought before the
House after being in Conference
Committee. The bill failed with a
vote of 14-17-7. However, the bill was
still able to pass via the enactment
ratio of .633. The bill still needs
approval from David Andersen to
go into eﬀect.
This week, in his Report of the
President, Andersen reported that
the online ticketing system had been
down over the past weekend. The
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problem was ﬁxed, though there are
still some concerns about the current
system. To remedy the time lost by
students wishing to request tickets
for this week’s game, the Athletic
Department will have an unlimited
number of student tickets for this
week’s game.
The Mandatory Fee Committee
met and proposed an increase in the
mandatory fees in three areas. The
Transportation Fee will increase $2.
The Health Services Fee will increase
$6. The Athletic Fee will increase
$5. In total, the mandatory fees are
set to increase by 2.8 percent.
Guest speaker Jim Kirk, director
of Budgeting, spoke to the UHR.
He discussed the current budget
See UHR, page 7

GSS discusses email list problems
By Nikhil Joshi
Assistant News Editor

The Graduate Student Senate
(GSS) passed no bills during its
second session of the semester this
Tuesday. The meeting was moved
from its original location on the ﬁrst
ﬂoor of the Student Services Building. After the senators settled down
in the smaller room, they turned to
the day’s business.
In his executive report, Kasi David, graduate student body president,
welcomed the senators back, as he
was unable to attend the year’s ﬁrst
meeting. He announced that he
would “ﬁnalize everything for the
Graduate Student Symposium” by
the end of the week, and was open
to any suggestions from senators.
Last year, he said, the turnout was
good, with 89 senators, but this
year the GSS would try to improve
on this number. He said that this
would be possible because students
would be given more time to make
submissions.
Senator Pelham Norville informed senators about the approval
of student fees. The Technology Fee,
he said, would be the same for the
next year, the Student Activity Fee
would remain the same, the Transportation Fee would increase by $2
and the Athletic Fee would increase
by $5. He stated that the reason for
the increases was inﬂation.

The Technique

Weʼre the Southʼs liveliest college newspaper.
We worked hard to earn that title.

By Parker McGee / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Senator Karen Feigh discusses problems caused by recent mass emails
sent by the Ivan Allen College to students outside of the college.

Senator Karen Feigh addressed
the issue of the mass emails regarding
the Ivan Allen College (IAC) being
sent out to students who are not enrolled in the IAC. She said the issue
was currently being investigated.
The Old Business section, which
the GSS was scheduled to go over,
consisted of only one bill. Senator
David Jenson, the author of that bill,

a joint allocation to the Musician’s
Network, moved to postpone the bill
for the duration of one week because
the Joint Finance Committee (JFC)
had not yet met with the organization. The motion succeeded, and the
discussion of bills was over.
During the Open Forum part of
See GSS, page 6

2006 Georgia Tech
Business Plan Competition
February 24, 2006
The 2006 GT Business Plan Competition is open to all
Georgia Tech students and recent alumni. Important
dates:
January 30, 5 P.M.: Intention to Compete Due*
February 7, Noon: Written Plans Due
February 17: Preliminary Round Presentations
February 23: Elevator Pitch Competition
February 24: Final Round Competition
*Intention to compete can be submitted electronically at
bizplan2006@mgt.gatech.edu
All 2006 GT Business Plan Competition presentations will
be held at the College of Management, Technology
Square

This year, $17,000 in cash awards and
more than $35,000 in services will be
awarded to the winning teams. Also, the
GT Business Plan Competition Social
and Environmental Sustainability Award
will be given to the team whose plan
best incorporates concepts of social
and/or environmental sustainability.
For Competition or workshop
information email:
bizplan2006@mgt.gatech.edu
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Joint degree program forms with Shanghai
By Ranganath Venkataraman
Contributing Writer

Starting in the summer of 2006,
graduate students in the School of
Electronics, Information and Electrical Engineering (EIEE) at Shanghai
Jiao Tong University (SJTU) will be
able to participate in a new program
and receive a non-thesis master’s
degree from the School of Electrical
and Computer Engineering (ECE)
at Georgia Tech and a thesis master’s
degree from the EIEE.
This new program was the focus
of a three-day visit to China by
Institute President Wayne Clough
who became the third individual in
SJTU’s 109-year history to receive
an honorary doctorate of science
from the university.
Accompanying Clough on the
trip was a delegation of Tech faculty
and administration, including ECE
chairman Gary May and Industrial
Systems and Engineering (ISyE)
chairman Chelsea White.
“It was a very successful trip
in developing relations between

Georgia Tech and one of China’s doctorate was awarded, on the imtruly great universities, SJTU,” portance of global relationships and
White said.
education and the impact that these
“It was very enjoyable; it was relationships can have on the internamy first time
tional economy
visiting China,”
and geopolitics,”
May said.
White said.
“(The honorary
Ac c ord i ng
May a lso
to White the
indicated
the
doctorate) is a very
delegation was
prestige of the
high honor to bestow honorary docgiven a tour of
Shanghai on the
on President Clough; torate.
ﬁrst day.
“It’s a very
it was something
The second
high honor to
day was cenbestow on Presithat they offered.”
tered around the
dent Clough;
honorary docit was someGary May
torate presentathing that they
ECE Chairman
tion ceremony.
offered,” May
According to
said.
White, the cerThe dual deemony was held in a meeting room gree program is modeled after Tech’s
at SJTU, and the president of SJTU graduate ECE program.
and several executive oﬃcers gave a
“Students are admitted under the
presentation.
same criteria [we use to] admit all of
“The presentation was made in our graduate students,” May said.
full academic regalia and President
SJTU students who enroll in the
Clough gave a very thoughtful program will complete a set of courses
presentation, after his honorary taught by Tech faculty.

sliver

“At steady-state, we expect 50
students at SJTU to enroll jointly at
the joint master’s degree program,”
May said. “We’ll have a set of ECE,
[Computer Science] and Math
faculty there to get them through
the program.”
The program is an indication of
Tech’s growing presence in China,
May said.
“It broadens our reach in terms
of having a partnership with one of
the fastest-growing populations in
the world; it helps our presence in
China,” May said. “ It potentially
helps us recruit and helps relationships with multinational companies
in China.”
Tech students can also take
advantage of this program by visiting SJTU to take graduate courses
that are not oﬀered at Tech in that
semester. However, Tech ECE students appear to be taking a cautious
approach to this program.
“I’d probably not be interested
simply because I’m just not looking
into that,” said Ghanshyam Patel, a
fourth-year ECE major.

GSS

from page 5

the meeting, Feigh brought up the
issue of the mass IAC emailing. The
emails were sent by Lisa Guilford,
communications oﬃcer for the IAC.
“If you want oﬀ [the mailing list]
immediately, send Lisa Guilford an
email with all of your email aliases,”
Feigh said.
When senators asked what
the reason for the confusion was,
Mitch Keller, graduate student
body vice president, said that the
sender received a list consisting of
far too many students when she
had requested a mailing list of IAC
students only.
Norville also spoke during the
Open Forum. He told senators that
he would be going to New York for
a booking conference, representing
the Ferst Center Student Advisory
Board. Asking for suggestions as to
what entertainers graduate students
would like to see, Norville stated that
the board was looking to increase
student ticket sales. “We’d like to
see up to 50 percent of the tickets
being bought by students, if possible,” he said.

sliver
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kate, you are the hottest girl i’ve met at tech!! i would do anything to be with you. can we make out sometime?
We beat 3 end of season top 10 teams...
We beat two end of season top 10 teams...
David Braine should be castrated...
what in the world is IWM? i’ve seen it for 3 years and don’t understand...
“A FAIRE TRADE-OFF.”
Engineering Nerds HATE Emerald Nuts
Jacquie, you still rock my face oﬀ.
No more slivers till next year?? I’m sad..:(
anyone ever notice how many hot desi girls are here?
i think i got brown fever, and the only prescription...is more cowbell
PERRIN YOU REALLY NEED TO STOP SHAVING YOUR CHEST
All you none athletes need to stop whining
See Page 12 for more Slivers
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Honors

Breaking

from page 1

and Society and Interim Director of
the program. According to Nobles,
these classes will stress a more innovative and exploratory approach to
learning rather than more diﬃcult
course material. “It’s not about how
‘hard’ the work is —and let’s face
it, nothing in the Tech curriculum
has ever been ‘easy’—but about how
diﬀerent people approach the work
of getting an education in diﬀerent
ways,” Nobles said.
Other parts of the program
include topical seminars, cultural
colloquia and honors advising. At
present, the Honors Program, focuses
on students’ freshman and sophomore years. Students will be included
in campus-wide extracurricular
social and intellectual activities of
the Honors Program, but diﬀerent
schools and departments will be
responsible for developing majorspeciﬁc honors curricula after their
ﬁrst two years. “Faculty oversight
will ensure that honors classes in
diﬀerent majors are qualitatively
comparable,” Vice Provost Smith
said. “New honors courses will have
to be approved by both the Honors
Program advisory and curriculum
committees.”
Honors students will live together
in a separate residence, Howell Hall,
with an honors advisor. Despite all
from page 5

situation in depth.
Four major capital projects are
priorities for Tech in the upcoming
years. The ﬁrst is the Molecule and
Materials Science and Engineering
Building. The second is the Innovative Learning Resource Center,
which has been in the works for
ten years and has yet to be fully
funded. The third is the Nanotechnology Research Building, which
was just funded. The fourth is the
Biological Sciences and Technology

Bubble
the

A

lot of things went on outside
the bubble of Tech in the past
week. Here are a few important
events taking place throughout
the nation and the world.

By Parker McGee / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Tech administration plans for approximately 110 incoming freshmen
entering the Honors Program to live in Howell Hall this fall.

of the program’s perks, however,
honors students will not receive
priority registration or scholarship
funds. The issue of whether or not
there will be a degree designation
for the Honors Program is still being decided.
There has been a significant
student voice in and response to
the program. The Honors Program
Ad hoc Committee contains many
students, with SGA representatives accounting for a quarter of its
members. “We served in an advisory
capacity in that we could inﬂuence
policy and make recommendations,
although the administration had the
ﬁnal word,” said David Andersen,
undergraduate student body president and committee member.

“The fact that the honors students
are living together will only separate
people more,” said Jena Chang, a
third-year Applied Mathematics
major.
Such tensions raise considerable
questions about the ease with which
incoming honors students can expect to transition to Tech. “I think
a lot of [the tension] stems from
ignorance about the program. The
Honors Program isn’t about taking
resources away from students or
conferring special treatment on a
select few. We’re trying to get more
information out there so people can
understand the program better, via
open house forums, meetings with
other student organizations, etcetera,” Beaulieu said.

Building.
In 2005, the budget had to be cut
by $5.5 million. Tech experienced
a four-year reduction in the budget
by $47 million. In 2005, 57 ﬁlled
positions were eliminated and 185
vacant positions were frozen.
The proposal for 2007 will receive
full formula funding by the state with
minimal new funding. Low graduate enrollment will hurt the amount
of funding received by the state due
to the formula used to calculate the
amount of funding needed by Tech.
No new cuts will be administered;

however, Tech will not be able to
restore any of the cuts experienced
over the past four years.
The major challenge facing the
Budgeting Oﬃce is the current
enrollment trends. While overall
enrollment is up, graduate and
out-of-state enrollment is down.
Both provide extra money for the
budget. The shrinking of the income
from enrollment trends may cause
a tuition increase in the next year;
however, Kirk believes the increase
will be modest because it is an election year.

Pony Express uncovers
sex oﬀender
Reporters from the Pony Express, a student-run newspaper at
Stillwater Area High School of Oak
Park Heights, Minn., discovered the
true identity of sex oﬀender Joshua
Adam Gardner, a self-proclaimed
member of the British royalty who
visited the school three times in December and early January. Gardner
was denied bail Friday after being
booked Jan. 9 for violating the
terms of his parole.
Gardner, a 22-year-old man,
claimed to be the 17-year old “Caspian James Crichton-Stuart IV, the
Fifth Duke of Cleveland,” a prospective student. He also said that he
was 27th in line for the throne of
England. The journalists of the Pony
Express decided to write a story on
the visitor and began to research
his identity on the Internet. Initially,
the search resulted in an entry on
the popular website MySpace.com
labeled “Earl of Scooby,” written by
“Caspian.” The entry said that the
author hoped, “not to make the
front page of any paper.”
Matt Murphy, the paperʼs coeditor in-chief, told CNN that he
was suspicious because the British
consulate told him that the Duke of
Cleveland did not exist. After further investigation, reporters found
a website connecting Gardner,
whose name appeared in a Florida
state registry of sex oﬀenders, to
the pseudonym. Gardner was con-

victed of criminal sexual conduct
in 2003 in southeastern Minnesota
for having sex with a 14-year-old
minor in 2001, when he was 18 .
He was placed on probation at the
time and moved to Florida between
2003 and 2006, which is why he
appeared on the stateʼs registry
of sex oﬀenders.
Gardnerʼs hearing date is set for
Feb. 8. He faces up to 21 months
in prison.

Lo sets Rubikʼs Cube
world record
Levan Lo, a 20-year-old member of the California Institute of
Technologyʼs Rubikʼs Cube Club,
set a new world record Saturday
for unscrambling the multicolored
cube. He solved the puzzle in 11.13
seconds, 0.62 seconds faster than
the previous world record set last
year by Jean Pons.
Lo unscrambled the cube at a
competition held by the Rubikʼs
Cube Club Saturday at the Exploratorium Museum in San Francisco,
Calif. He failed to garner the overall
championʼs title, however, as his
average time was slower than that
of 15-year old Shotaro “Macky”
Makisumi from Pasadena. Makisumi averaged 14.91 seconds in three
tries. The ﬁnal round involved ﬁve
tries, the top three of which were
averaged.
According to CNN, many consider Makisumi one of the worldʼs
fastest solvers. Makisumi was
given a Rubikʼs Snake puzzle,
a puzzle similar to the original
Rubikʼs Cube.
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Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

Welcome Back Students!
Try our student special:
1 large 1 topping pizza for ONLY $8.99!

����� �� �������� ����
�� �� ��� �� ���� �� ���� �� ���
���������� ������ ���
��� ��� � � ��� �� ��� � ��� � �� �� � �� �� �� � ��

CA

��� � � �� ��� �� ���� � � � �� � ��� �� �
�� �� � � � � ��� ��� � � �� ��� �� � ��� �� � �
���� � �� � � ��� �� �� � �� �� � �� �� ��� � �� �
��� ��� ��� �� � ��� �� ��� � � � ��
������� � ��� �� ��� � � � � ��� ����

W.

CH

EC

KU
MP AT S OU
T
US
FO
OD
S.C
OM

!

(pick up or delivery)

WW

UHR

Technique • Friday, January 20, 2006 • 7

