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Quote of the week:
“All I ever wanted was to try to live in accord
with the promptings which came from my true
self. Why was that so very diﬃcult?”
—Herman Hesse

OUR VIEWS CONSENSUS OPINION

Plowing ahead

The Honors Program is going to happen, and it’s going to
happen for the incoming freshman class this fall. For many
members of the Tech community this news may come as a
surprise.
From an external point of view, an Honors Program will
boost the image of the school as a whole and help bring in more
private donations to the school. Also, events like lecture series
designed for the Honors Program can help enrich the entire
campus. Since the program is already underway, we should
make the best of it and build on to it to produce the high-caliber
program that this school deserves.
As a school that takes its academic programs very seriously,
Tech normally takes time to carefully consider proposals for
academic changes to absolutely ensure that they will meet
Tech’s high standards. For such an important change as the
implementation of an Honors Program, the Institute seems to
be moving forward at an alarming rate.
Despite concerns, the ball is rolling. It is important that the
administration learns from this ﬁrst class of students and views
the ﬁrst year not as a ﬁxed deal, but as an evolving “beta version”
with room for improvement. There are inevitable bumps in the
road ahead, and the program and its administrators will need
to maintain an open mind and a degree of ﬂexibility in order
to smooth out those bumps for future classes of students.
There are some unavoidable ﬂaws in the program’s ﬁrst year. It
seems odd that the ﬁrst batch of students chosen will be selected
without ever having applied for the program or possibly even
knowing about it. However, this will yield a tangible program
that can be evaluated a year earlier than otherwise possible.
It is imperative that this ﬁrst class of students be well informed
about the details of the program. They must understand the
magnitude of the program’s potential eﬀects on this campus so
that they can set a good precedent for future classes.

Braine replacement

David Braine’s retirement due to health concerns brings to an
end an almost 10-year career that saw many achievements for
athletics at Tech. While his tenure at Tech elicited mixed feelings from some members of the community, Braine had made
many contributions to Tech athletics and will be missed.
We hope that Tech carefully considers who it hires for his
replacement. The replacement should be someone who sees the
position as their “dream job” instead of as a stepping stone. It
should be someone who really cares for Tech as Braine did, and
who will want to stay around for the long run.
Consensus editorials reﬂect the majority opinion of the Editorial Board of the Technique, but not necessarily the opinions
of individual editors.
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By Erin Gatlin / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Program needs student input
Whether you are ready to admit it
or not, Tech is a part of you. By now,
you’ve either been here for a semester
or long enough to have a Master’s at
most other schools. Still, no matter
how long you’ve been here or how
long you have left, all Tech students
have an interest in what happens at
this university. That is why so many
students spoke out against an Honors Program when it was proposed
last spring, not wanting to divide a
campus that already thinks of itself
as an honors campus.
However, the Honors Program
is going to happen, and it should. I
know, at ﬁrst read it’s shocking. But
it’s time we all decide to support the
Honors Program’s existence as an
eﬀort to improve undergraduate
education at Tech, and it is also time
that we all discuss what the program
should be as it gears up.
If the only voice—or at least
the loudest one—coming from the
student body is, “We don’t want an
Honors Program,” then the student
voice is going to become irrelevant.
Tech administrators have included
student input in many of their decisions over the years, and we cannot
risk losing the legitimacy that it
currently has.
Everyone should become educated about what the Honors
Program is going to be and how it
will develop over the next few years.
There is still much to be decided, and
it is not too late for student opinion
and experience to help frame some
of the future structure.
Every program has to have a group
of guinea pigs. It is unfortunate that
the program’s organization was not
in place for there to be a separate application this year, (however the Tech
application is not ﬁll-in-the-blank, so
there is data to pull this ﬁrst group of
200 invited students this year). The
goal is to have 113 students in the
program next year, with the honors
students residing in Howell Hall. A
challenge for the Honors Program

“Students need to recognize
that increasing the quality
of undergraduate education
beneﬁts everyone.”
Amanda Dugan
News Editor

is going to be implementing the
program without alienating this
group of students.
There is already resentment
against students who receive special beneﬁts, such as athletes and
President’s Scholars, and honors
students could easily have the same
problem.
As Tech students we need to make
a commitment to not ostracize these
students just because we may not
have wanted the program to start
with. If we are all truly of “honors”
caliber as we believe ourselves to be
then we should recognize that these
ﬁrst 113 students could have been
one of us.
It will also be important for
incoming students who might have
wanted to be in the program to realize that there are plenty of resources
and opportunities at Tech for every
student. The recent introduction of
the International Plan and Undergraduate Research Plan are just two
new eﬀorts to improve everyone’s
undergraduate experience.
Additionally, unlike President’s
Scholars, honors students will not
be receiving any scholarship money
for being in the Honors Program.
This makes an honors program a
hard sell to students. Should Tech
be working on attaining scholarship
money earmarked for these students?
Would an honors scholarship program in addition to the President’s
Scholarship beneﬁt Tech students
or should the Honors Program
work closely with the President’s

Scholarship? These are just some of
the questions that student opinion
could help answer.
The biggest argument against an
honors program is that it devalues
every other Tech degree. Students
need to recognize that increasing
the quality of undergraduate education beneﬁts everyone. An honors
program is another way to attract
students who may choose to get the
“honors” experience elsewhere. Every
Tech student and graduate beneﬁts
if the quality of students increases.
This makes it all the more important
for every Tech student to care about
what our honors program will be,
because even though we cannot
participate in it its possible success
could help all of us.
My personal opinion is that the
Honors Program committee should
keep in mind a slogan from one of
the ﬁrst presentations on an honors
program at Tech, “an incubator, not
an enclave,” and strive to oﬀer new
intellectual opportunity without
segregating what is just part of the
best and brightest that is all of the
Tech community.
So before you say “all of Tech is
an honors school” one more time,
consider supporting the Honors
Program as it is an eﬀort to improve
undergraduate education. However,
care enough about Tech and the
value of your degree to make your
voice heard about what the Honors
Program should include and how
everyone at Tech can possibly beneﬁt
from its existence.
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Endeavor to seek out true passion in life
Do you ever feel like you
live life doing things just…because?
No strong impetuous drives
your actions, but you go through
with them anyways for the sake of
your career track, or because your
parents tell you to, or maybe because your friends think it’s cool
or it seems like the right thing
to do? Perhaps you have a vague
interest, are good at it and there’s
nothing stopping you from doing
it. So why not…right?
I bring up these questions not
because I think it is wrong to go
through life this way; there isn’t
anything harmful about it. But
because I’ve come to realize that
life can be so much more.
Over the holiday break, I was
fortunate enough to travel to the
third world. A world in which
people hold so few material
possessions, but who have such
a richness of heart.
I won’t digress more into my
travels, but I will tell you that the
trip resulted in my realization of
the importance of living life with
heart, with passion.
For a life lived without passion, without real joy, is a life that
is not lived to its full potential.
And no material object can bring
you joy as pure as the relationships you hold with the people
around you.
Unfortunately, Tech has the
uncanny eﬀect on those who en-

“There are those who would argue that
college is about getting an education, gaining
knowledge. Period. But our college years are
some of the most formative years of our lives.”
Haining Yu

ter to render us into hard-headed
rational beings. (Naturally, this
is more true for engineering and
science majors.) Perhaps this
eﬀect is caused by the stress of
the courses, or the atmosphere
of apathy, but I think that it is
also an eﬀect, or a limit of our
education.
A technical education produces calculating beings who
can balance equations and
problem-solve. But we aren’t
educated in how to make decisions that involve the heart as
well as the head.
As a friend told me this week,
he doesn’t feel like he’s learned to
really think for himself, nor does
he feel like he’s gained life experience during his time here.
There are those who would
argue that college is about
getting an education, gaining
knowledge. Period. But our college years are some of the most
formative years of our lives.
It is during this time that we

HOT

NOT

Celebration glows

First day confusion

‒ or ‒

Between the numerous “sidewalk closed” and “road closed”
signs that sprang up all around
campus and the gas leak on Ferst
St. that closed down the Whitaker and ES&T buildings, campus
was a confusing place to be on
the ﬁrst day back from break.
Finding the right classroom to
be at was just that much harder
when you have to worry about
gas explosions or falling into pits
on the way there.

are supposed to transition from
minors to adults, to become contributing members of society. We
leave college to become not only
scientists, engineers, managers or
doctors, but also wives, husbands
and maybe eventually mothers
and fathers. And we should strive
to enter into professions in which
we feel fulﬁlled , and in which
we feel like we can truly make
a mark on the world, whether
big or small.
The world we face will be far
more complex than the relatively
sheltered life we lead as college
student. We will come to crossroads in our lives in which logic
and reason alone cannot guide
us to the correct path, but rather
it will be our hearts and passions
that will show the way.
I must admit it is nearly
impossible to explore the deeper
intricacies of life when learning
about thermodynamics.
This is why Tech students
need to strive harder than most

Shanghai boon

Dean Gail departs

Another beloved administrator is leaving us. Dean Gail
DiSabatino will leave Tech
for a position at Clemson this
semester, ﬁrst transitioning to
part-time, and leaving permanently after spring break. We
will miss her, but we wish her
congratulations in achieving the
hard-earned promotion.

to expose ourselves to “real
life” in order to ﬁgure out our
true passions while we can still
enjoy the relative freedom of
being college students without
ties to a steady job, a mortgage,
family and other such concerns
of “adult life.”
And there are many opportunities available to us. Many
advocate traveling as a way to
“ﬁnd yourself,” but I think it’s
more important to step out of
your comfort zone and look
at life through diﬀerent lens;
you needn’t necessarily go
anywhere.
But wherever you go and
whatever you do to step out of
that comfort zone, it is important
to be open to the experience.
What’s the point of making
taking the eﬀort to step out
of your comfort zone if you
maintain the same defenses
you normally do? You would
not absorb as much from the
experience.

Wiretaps violate rights
By Michael Bay

Independent Florida Alligator

(U-WIRE) U. Florida—Is
it true that President Bush can
break the law because it’s in our
own security interests? While
this is an attractive antidote to
counteract fears of authoritarian
abuses, it is the same tired excuse
of every power-hungry ruler in
history.
Personally, I am not too
concerned about the issue of
civil liberties here. Of greater
importance is what this means for
our Constitution and democracy.
What is meant by president, balanced government and law?
Perhaps Bush’s own Supreme
Court nominee, Samuel Alito,
answered it best Tuesday when
he told the Senate Judiciary
Committee that no one is above
the law—neither the president
nor the Supreme Court.
The bottom line is this: there
were, and are, legal channels
through which the president
could have gotten his way. That
Letter Submission Policy

Tech expands its international
horizons yet again in the new dual
degree program with Shanghai
Jiao Tong University.
The joint degree program
will open opportunities for Tech
students in one of China’s most
dynamic cities, including more
opportunities for internships
aboard.

Around the Campus

What was your favorite
gift from the holidays?

Opinions Editor
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Not only did Tech give students the day oﬀ from school, the
community really came together
to celebrated MLK day, bringing
together a wide variety of students
to honor one of Atlanta’s most
famous and inﬂuential citizens
and hosting a terriﬁc service. It
was heart-warming to see true
diversity at work on the day the
nation stops to honor of the man
for whom we owe so much of or
racial and social equality.

BUZZ

The Technique welcomes all letters to the
editor and will print letters on a timely and
space-available basis. Letters may be mailed
to Georgia Tech Campus Mail Code 0290,
emailed to editor@technique.gatech.edu or
hand-delivered to room 137 of the Student
Services Building. Letters should be addressed
to Kyle Thomason, Editor-in-Chief.
All letters must be signed and must
include a campus box number or other valid
mailing address for veriﬁcation purposes.
Letters should not exceed 400 words and
should be submitted by 8 a.m. Wednesday in
order to be printed in the following Friday’s
issue. Any letters not meeting these criteria
or not considered by the Editorial Board of
the Technique to be of valid intent will not be
printed. Editors reserve the right to edit for
style, content and length. Only one submission per person will be printed each term.

he didn’t use those channels
rightly churns suspicion that the
surveillance is being abused for
non-national security purposes
(would we call it Wiregate?) and
that the president seeks to tilt the
balance of government further in
the executive’s direction.
But like I said, legal channels
exist. The president claims that
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act’s secret court, which
was created for this very purpose,
acts too slowly to respond to immediate surveillance needs.
It’s understandable that a tip
might necessitate the instant surveillance of someone in cahoots
with, say, al Qaeda. Such urgency
may not leave time to process the
act’s required paperwork. Sure.
But the court was established
with a provision for just that
escape. The law provides the
government up to three days to
apply for a retroactive warrant.
True to form, the administration ignored this. Why? Air

Danelle Jones
Fifth-year ECE

“Money to splurge.”

Imran Saidd
First-year ECE

“I went to Baltimore and my
Grandma gave me a Georgia
Tech hat.”

Shin Chen
ECE Graduate Student

“I went traveling with my
family.”

See Wiretap, page 10
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Gael Pirlot
ECE Graduate Student

“I got a PSP.”
Photos by Stephanie Judd
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Wiretap

from page 9

Force Gen. Michael V. Hayden, the
president’s current deputy director of
national intelligence, said obtaining
a retroactive warrant is “ineﬃcient”
because it “involves marshaling arguments” and “looping paperwork
around.”
Laziness and fear of ineﬃciency
are not legal defenses.
If Bush really thought his hands
were tied too tightly, then why didn’t
he present Congress with a bill to
loosen the knot? He could have asked
Congress for more employees on the
FISA Court to expedite the process.
He could have asked for more time
to request retroactive warrants.
Dick Cheney’s asserts that, had
secret eavesdropping existed before
Sept. 11, the tragedy might have
been prevented. The claim ducks
the point and attempts to instill
fear. First, no serious person would
deny the need to monitor a terrorist
bent on killing.
The issue is: Where does the
authority to wiretap come from,
and where is the burden of proof?
Certainly the president cannot be the
lone conductor in our war against
terror, and certainly an invasion
of an American’s privacy requires
proof that it is needed for national
security.
Further, if Dick Cheney wants
to list ways we could have prevented
Sept. 11, why doesn’t he start with
Bush’s dismissal of an Aug. 6, 2001,
CIA report that predicted bin Laden’s
plan to hijack a plane?
How does a secret and illegal
program persuade a democracy?
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Worrying lowers expectations, combats fear
I’ve decided that worrying is the
answer to life’s woes.
The last time you were worried
about something, did it really turn
out to be that bad?
You left the oven on when you
went to the store. “Oh no, my apartment will burn down,” you thought.
But it didn’t.
You parked your car illegally on
campus. “Oh no, my car might get
towed,” you thought. But it didn’t.
(or maybe it did!)
“Oh no, my boyfriend found out
that I played Dungeons and Dragons
in middle school!” He never found
out. Until now…[nervously wringing hands]
It’s all about lowered expectations. Worry as much as you possibly can, and nothing can ever be
that bad.
I used to apply the worry trick
on ﬁrst dates.
I would think to myself, “What
is the worst thing that could happen
on this date?”
The worst thing was a nuclear
holocaust would occur, and my date
and I would both die, or possibly
watch each others’ skin melt oﬀ.
The second worst thing was that
he wouldn’t be interested in me, or I
wouldn’t be interested in him.
Like maybe my habit of telling
fart jokes would bother him, or he’d
be a little too obsessed with a 1990s
rock band, etc.
Rejection, then, pales in comparison to death and annihilation
of the human race. You realize that
it’s not so bad and move on.

“It’s all about lowered
expectations. Worry as much
as you possibly can, and
nothing can ever be that
bad.”
Alexandra Pajak
Columnist

Another example applies to ﬁnal
exams week.
My freshman year—well, I guess
all four years—always seemed to be
spent in denial that ﬁnal exams were
actually going to arrive.
Then it hit me. Oh no! Only two
weeks till exams! I’m going to fail
out of school, I’m going to be a bum,
I’m going to be the biggest has-been
since Cindy Lauper!
But none of that happened. I
graduated. I made it into graduate
school. And my pop music career may
take oﬀ after all, who knows.
Here are some simple steps on
how to become an eﬀective worrier
like me:
(Effective worrier is termed
“anxious maximus” by most psychologists.)
1. Visualize the worry. If you’re
worried about bears, for example,
visualize a big grizzly bear.
2. Accelerate the worry. Intensify
the worry as much as possible. In this
example, imagine the bear increasing
its speed as it rushes toward you.

3. Make the worry explode in
your mind continuously until you
have a headache.
This is pretty simple, really. Just
imagine the bear with his jaws wide
open and you happen to have been
tarred and feathered with honey
earlier that day.
4. Repeat.
Please note that this process
has been approved by the National
Association for the Promotion
of Anxiety as a Useful Life Tool
(NAPAULT).
In a recently experiment, NAPAULT determined that 70.5
percent of participants experienced
signiﬁcantly more feelings of pleasure
and self worth following self-induced
anxiety episodes.
A full 84.3 percent of collegeage participants reported higher
GPAs.
College students in particular
experienced more pleasure during
ﬁrst dates after signiﬁcantly lowering
their expectations. All NAPAULT
members and experimenters are

certiﬁed psychologists.
So this, my friends, is the way
I suggest dealing with life’s challenges.
Be it romance, school or more
organic concerns, I guarantee that
in most circumstances, worrying will
allow you to sigh a breath of relief.
Just follow the four steps. Then
repeat. (No rinsing required.)
This is how I’ve dealt with problems my entire life.
I’ve turned out ﬁne. I mean, I
used to listen to David Arkenstone
and Enya, but New Age music is
“in” now, right?
Or like, okay I own a Hello
Kitty toaster oven, but that’s totally
normal.
And I sometimes have this weird
cramp in the back of my neck in between my shoulder blades. And I feel
dizzy when I stay up late, along with
this weird twinge in between my eyes
toward the back of my head.
But I don’t think it’s cancer.
You like this column, right?
I’m sure you do. Even if you don’t,
it’s cool.
Really. It’s not like it means that
much to me. I mean it does, but you
know what I mean. Like only several
thousand people have access to this
newspaper. Oh, and there’s internet
access to the Technique.
So maybe it would be bad if all
of you hated this article. But I’m not
anyone that special, like not a nuclear
physicist or a pop star or anything,
but I have stuﬀ to tell the world.
Have I reached the suggested
word count yet…?

