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Homecoming
deadlines today

Will Knock Around Guys
knock your socks off? Look
inside for our review.

Is Buzz the best? Tech’s
favorite mascot competes to be
America’s #1 mascot.
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Coming Out Week Tech embraces differences

Applications for Homecoming events are due today. Ugly
Man on Campus submissions
are due at 3 p.m. in the Alpha
Phi Omega box. Submissions for
the Talent Show, Outlaws, and
Tech Trivia are all due at 4:30
p.m., and Ramblin’ Reck Parade and Mini 500 applications
are due at 5 p.m.

By Sriram Narasimhan
Senior Staff Writer

Bill Maher signs
book October 25
Bill Maher will be signing his
new book, When You Ride Alone
You Ride with Bin Laden Friday,
Oct. 25 from 5-6 p.m. at the
Georgia Tech Bookstore. Maher is the former host of Politcally Incorrect.

Homecoming
Formal at the Fox
The Homecoming Formal
will be held Friday, Oct. 18th.
Organized by RHA, the formal
will be at the Fox Theater’s Egyptian Ballroom and starts at 8 p.m.
Student tickets are $15 and
will be available at the Student
Center Box Office.

Funds unavailable
for bookstore space

By John Hersman / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

State Representative Karla Drenner and Decatur City Commissioner Kecia
Cunningham spoke at a recent event during Tech’s Coming Out Week
describing how it feels to be a homosexual in an elected political position.

Financial concerns have developed recently regarding the
allocation of the Houston building to students and student organizations after the bookstore
relocates to the Technology
Square project.
Plans to renovate the space
had already been conceived approximately a year and a half
ago by the Student Center Expansion Task Force, which felt
that the quality of student life
needed to be increased through
additional organizational and
meeting space. The opportunity to procure a facility had not
arrived until that time.
“We are desperately short on
meeting space,” said Rich Steele,
Student Center director and chair
of the former Task Force. “We
are creating an area where it is
conducive for students to share
resources in order to meet their
needs. It is really to create a center to provide for student life.”
In fact, according to Steele,
the Student Center is only about
half the size it needs to be. Most

Solar Jackets plan for cross country race
By Chester Ong
Contributing Writer
Approximately 2076.8 miles.
Ten hours of driving a day. No
air-conditioning. No gas. A very
wild road trip by college students? Not for the helluva engineers at Georgia Tech. Come
summer 2003, Tech will compete in its first national solar car
race. Hosted every two years by
the American Solar Challenge
and with over 100 teams com-

peting, this daunting race begins in windy city Chicago and
finishes in sunny Los Angeles.
Because of time and speed
constraints imposed by the Solar Challenge on the teams for
safety reasons, the race usually
lasts three weeks. Teams can be
formed by any college, organization, or even major corporation.
Stanford,
MIT,
international colleges, hobbyists,
and sometimes even companies
such as General Motors, the cre-

ator of the Solar Challenge, enter the race.
The idea to enter a Tech
team into the competition began in Spring 2002 with the
plans of a graduate student and
several juniors. The graduate
student's specialty is solar cell
technology, and after several
extensive meetings, including a
three-day American Solar Challenge Conference held at the
University of Michigan, a final
decision was made to begin de-

signing a road-worthy solar car
for the 2003 Competition.
Currently, the Tech solar
team, now known as the Solar
Jackets, has kept in-synch even
with their compressed time schedule. With much of the actual
chassis complete and electronic
steering, suspension and brakes
scheduled for next month, the
dimensions of the GT solar car
stand at 6 m long; 2 m wide; and
See Solar, page 4

Clough reflects on past year, outlines future
By Daniel Amick
Senior Staff Writer
Georgia Tech President
Wayne Clough delivered his annual State of the Institute address to faculty, staff and students
at the Faculty Senate meeting
Tuesday. In the speech, Clough
highlighted important events at
Tech over the past year and outlined his vision for the future.
He also focused on Tech’s role
in a world full of emerging challenges.
“We live in a world of new
realities, where a naive sense of
innocence has been replaced by
a harder edge,” said Clough. Terrorism, new diseases, economic
troubles and future environmental problems demand “new leaders who can effectively use

technology and manage it.”
“Politics will not solve these
problems. Technology is often
the key. The world is increasingly looking for leaders who
can put forward responsible technological solutions to the complex problems we now face,” said
Clough.
He described a recent speech
given by Secretary of State Colin
Powell to the President’s Council of Science and Technology
Advisors, of which Clough is a
member. Powell emphasized the
urgent need for technologically-savvy leaders in the State Department.
“That sounded to me like a
ringing endorsement of the educational offering that we have
See Clough, page 5

of the central student facilities
at Tech’s peer institutions have
nearly three times the square footage per capita available. Additionally, the large increase in the
number of student organizations
in recent years means fewer rooms
available during the course of
the year, especially for those
groups meeting on a Tuesday or
Thursday.
The task force, as a result,
identified in its final report six
major functional attributes for
the future Houston building that
would be made available, including meeting and lounge space,
organizational space, individual
or group study space, a greater
variety of food services, entertainment and performance space
and finally service areas, such as
a resource center and large restroom facility.
Once the report had been submitted, it recommended that the
bottom floor be transformed to
provide most of those attributes
under the jurisdiction of Auxiliary Services, which already maintains seven different retail services
See Space, page 5

U.S. poet laureate
to speak on campus
By Katie Neal
Sports Editor
This month promises to be an exciting
one for Georgia Tech’s School of Literature, Communication and Culture. The
school is instituting the first annual Bourne
Poetry Reading, which will be held Oct. 28
in the Ferst Center for the Arts. The event
will include some of the major literary names
presently available, such as Billy Collins,
Lucille Clifton, Stephen Dobyns and Rita
Dove.
Billy Collins is the country’s bestselling
poet and is currently the poet laureate of
the United States. Lucille Clifton is a past
poet laureate of Maryland, a National Book
Award winner and the chancellor of the
Academy of American Poets. Stephen Dobyns, an acclaimed poet, novelist and fiction writer, has had his novels translated
into twenty languages, along with two becoming films. Rita Dove, a winner of both
the Pulitzer Prize and the 2001 Duke Ellington Lifetime Achievement Award, was
the poet laureate of the United States from
1993 to 1995.
The poetry reading is just a small component in the greater plan for the direction
of Georgia Tech's LCC department. Although LCC offers undergraduates 35 different humanities courses each fall and spring
semester, many students don't understand
the extent of the department's services and
assets.
“Every other semester or so, we plan to

By Charles Frey / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

President Clough gives his State of the Institute address to the
Faculty Senate. Clough will address the student body in late Nov.

See Poet, page 4
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Technique Online Voice Your Opinion!
Last issue’s poll garnered 114 responses to the question:
“What effect will Coming Out Week have on Tech? ”

NEWS

From the archives...
The Nique’s top stories from:

10

years ago: October 16, 1992—Dan Quayle, Al Gore and
James Stockdale, the three major candidates for vice-president, came to Georgia Tech to participate in the fourth vicepresidential debate in American history. The debate lasted an
hour and a half and had many heated moments.

20

years ago: October 15, 1982 -- Delta Sigma Phi
fraternity organized a successful blood drive in
the Student Center Ballroom. Between Tuesday,
October 5 and Thursday, October 7. Students
and faculty donated a total of 620 pints of blood.

30
A-No Effects B-Increase Tension C-Increase Awareness
Image by Ian Clark / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

This week’s poll is related to fall break plans. What did you do over
the four-day weekend provided by the break? Tell us what you think
at www.cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/technique.

years ago: October 13, 1972—Tech
President Joseph Pettit reviewed the
first organized Student Conduct
Code at a joint meeting of the graduate and undergraduate SGA. Pettit
explained that the new code served
to organize and clarify rules and regulations. Changes included the allowance of private alcohol
consumption and the addition of a
Student Faculty Appeal Board.

NEWS

Technique • Friday, October 11, 2002 • 3

Council Clippings Senate and House

Senators revisit
TEAM Buzz bill

JFC policy debate
attracts crowd

By Tony Kluemper
News Editor

By Daniel Amick
Senior Staff Writer

Although usually considered the calmer group in SGA, a slightly heated debate
broke out in the Graduate Student Senate
over a bill from the preceding week’s meeting.
The bill in question concerned the allocation of funds for the purchase of T-shirts
for TEAM Buzz, which was failed by the
graduates but was passed by the House at
their meeting last week. Under the enactment ratio, which gives UHR the power to
overrule a decision by GSS if there is enough
support, the money was allocated to TEAM
Buzz.
However, a small group of senators questioned Tuesday whether the representatives from TEAM Buzz had found the lowest
possible price for the production of the Tshirts and presented evidence of lower estimates they had received. The group then
made a motion to reconsider the bill at a
lower amount than was first requested.
This motion resulted in one of the most
heated debates of the year. According to
senator Pelham Norville, the motion was
both “ludicrous” and “childish”. “As a body,
SGA has already made a decision on this
issue, and we shouldn’t try to change it
now” said Norville.
Senator Joesph Jeong agreed with Norville in that the motion was not the best
way to approach the situation.
“We should email the representatives
(from TEAM Buzz) and tell them about
the prices we have found rather than amending a bill that has already passed,” said
Jeong.
Throughout the debate, there was little
support voiced for the motion and when a
vote was called, the motion failed by a large
majority.
In other business, the senators allocated
funds to support the RHA Homecoming
Formal that will take place Oct. 18 at the
Fox Theater. RHA President Ryan Spanier expects between 300 and 500 students
to attend.

Tuesday night’s issue meeting of the
Undergraduate House of Representatives
was unusually crowded. Apparently, the
topic up for discussion, “Changes in Joint
Finance Committee (JFC) Policy,” had
generated significant interest among the
student body.
The JFC’s job is to look at budget requests from student organizations and then
decide what student government can afford to fund. Last year, JFC members noticed two problems that prompted the
changes that were up for discussion.
“We saw that JFC [budget] requests
were ballooning,” said David Maybury,
last year’s Vice President of Finance. This
year, budget requests rose $500,000 over
last year. The number of organizations
requesting funding was also increasing, rising
from 58 in fiscal year 1998 to 93 in fiscal
year 2003. JFC needed a way to curb the
increases in a systematic way.
The second problem was a perceived
inconsistency in the organizations that received funding. “The [JFC] rules are intrinsically skewed toward sports
organizations,” said Maybury. The numbers seem to back up that assessment. Chris
Webb, this year’s Vice President of Finance, reported that last year, sports organizations requested about $300,000 in
funding and received about $234,000. Nonsports organizations requested about
$150,000 in funding and received just
$30,000.
So, to solve both problems, JFC policy
was changed. Student organizations can
now only ask for funding of five trips in
their JFC budget requests. To get additional travel funding, the organization would
have to submit a bill directly to the UHR.
Tuesday’s turnout suggests that not everyone at Tech agrees with the changes.
One after another, presidents, treasurers
and other representatives from various sports

By Kevin Shattuck / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Leaders from various sports organizations on campus debated the JFC policy
changes at Tuesday’s meeting of UHR. The House representatives discussed the
changes and possible alternatives but were unable to reach a consensus opinion.

Bills Considered
Undergraduate House of Representatives
Appointments to JCOC
Appointments to JCOC
Joint Allocation to RHA
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Graduate Student Senate
Joint Allocation to RHA
Author: Brian Timberlake
Allocation to GSS (Graduate Picnic)
Author: Alan Michaels
Joint Chartering of Tech Korean Assoc. Author: Tim Cailloux
Joint Chartering of the Acapella Club
Author: Tim Cailloux
Joint Chartering of Buzz Studios
Author: Tim Cailloux
Joint Chartering of Philosophical Society Author: Tim Cailloux
Joint Chartering of Sophomore Summit Author: Tim Cailloux
Joint Chartering of Inter. Business Club
Author: Tim Cailloux
Joint Chartering of Chinese Christian Club Author: Tim Cailloux
Joint Chartering of Asian Stu. Int. Assoc. Author: Tim Cailloux
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See UHR, page 5
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Poet

from page 1

bring in a new major writer and
continue to respond to whatever
the student needs are," said Dr. Peter McGuire, an Associate Chair of
LCC. “A student who is here for
four years should be able to be exposed to a nationally prevalent novelist or poet at least every semester.”
This series will be one of five
major poetry events at Tech this
year, each featuring some of the nation’s‚ most celebrated and distinguished poets. Every series is free
for Tech students.
“Every time a major poet or novelist shows up and says that the last
place he went was Georgia Tech
and the students there were really
dynamite, that puts us a step forward in the direction we need to be

going nationally,” said McGuire.
While the LCC program is nationally recognized for its research
and degree programs, the department is still trying to expand its
breadth of humanities availability
and offerings. LCC is preparing to
not only offer a Humanities Minor
in collaboration with other units on
campus who offer humanities courses, but also hire on three new tenure-track professors in humanities
this year.
“We want all the courses offered
in the department to be available to
every student here at Tech, resulting in a broader education for the
Georgia Tech graduate,” said
McGuire.
For information and tickets call 404894-9600 or visit LCC’s website at
www.iac.gatech.edu/poetry.

NEWS

Solar

from page 1

80 cm high. Carrying two passengers, the solar car is expected to
have a minimum speed of approximately 30 mph and a maximum
speed of about 75 mph.
Though accidents are not common and the solar car will travel
with a caravan, the trip from Chicago to Los Angeles is on a regular
highway with no special accommodations made for the solar cars.
In fact, this past year in Canada's solar race, a registered automobile collided with the University of
Toronto's solar car, crushing the
frame and totaling the solar arrays.
Fortunately, the Solar Challenge
guidelines are stringent enough that
both drivers walked away with minimal bruises.

Regardless of the many design
problems, Chief of Operations Justin Alspaugh comments that sponsorship and finances for solar car
materials are the most difficult problem, as the minimum cost of the
solar car without sponsorship is
$75,000.
While teams normally have an
18 month timeline, the Solar Jackets have less than eight months to
finish their solar car, Ramblin'
Wreck. However, the Tech solar
team has received the full-fledged
support of the ME, ECE and AE
schools as well as various sponsorships from corporations such as Shell
Electric and General Electric. The
notable support spawns from the
GT University Center of Excellence
for Photovoltaic Research and Education (UCEP). Directed by Dr.
Ajeet Rohatgi, ECE Regents' Pro-

fessor, UCEP is a nationally-ranked
research center in solar cell technology.
"I'm very excited about the opportunity to build a solar car that
will have silicon solar cells which is
the focus of our program. We [at
UCEP] work on silicon solar cells,
and we plan to use crystalline solar
cells for the car, which is entirely
consistent with our goal," said Rohatgi.
Rohatgi also mentioned that the
Solar Jackets "gives an opportunity
to students from different disciplines
to get involved and build a system
with expertise from different disciplines."
According to ECE Associate Professor Dr. Christina Honsberg, the
solar competition helps to prepare
students for what projects will be
like when they enter the work force.

NEWS

Clough

from page 1

here at Georgia Tech. Our goals [as
an Institute] can help, as never before, to serve the needs of our nation and the world in a time of
crisis,” said Clough.
Clough also recited a litany of
improvements, accomplishments
and events at Tech over the past
year. Georgia Tech’s student body
is the largest in institute history,
and student “caliber is increasing
with enrollment.” Freshman retention rates climbed to 91 percent,
and the number of graduate students continues to rise. This year,
the Institute also celebrated the 50th
anniversary of women at Tech.
“We need [women’s] participation, perspective, talents and leadership if this country is going to
succeed,” said Clough.
Clough also lauded Georgia Tech
athletes for numerous accomplishments, both on and off the field. 38
percent of all athletes made Dean’s
List or had Faculty Honors, and the
average athletes’ GPA was equal to
the average GPA of the student body.
“For many people across the nation, athletics is their introduction
to Georgia Tech,” said Clough.
According to Clough the value
of Tech research awards is increasing and “even accelerating” even as
the market for such funding becomes more competitive. “This says
to me that our students, faculty and
staff form a team that is just hard to
beat,” said Clough.
Georgia Tech ranks ninth among
public universities in the nation.
Clough stated that Tech was proving itself to be a top university by

UHR

from page 3

organizations rose to challenge the
changes, questioning the policy and
proposing alternatives.
Captain of the GT Ice Hockey
team Roland Sperlich also addressed
the House. Ice hockey equipment
and fees are high, and the GT team
receives about $20,000 per year from
SGA.
Sperlich questioned the idea of
selectively cutting some organizations just because their activities cost
more than others.
“It’s not our fault that we chose
hockey instead of something else,”
said Sperlich. “Blindly cutting an
organization with 30 years of suc-

continuing to receive high rankings.
“Getting to the top was only half
the battle,” said Clough. “We’re now
showing the sticking power to be
able to stay in that top tier.”
He described how last year’s academic honor code violations have
been resolved and how the Institute
has used this problem as “an opportunity to engage in a broader discussion of how to improve our
approach to teaching computing,
and to academic misconduct.”
In his update of ongoing construction projects, Clough described
progress on SAC II, Technology
Square, and the Life Sciences Complex. He also outlined the steps to
creating a new open space extending from the Student Center to the
Library. Demolition of the Hightower Building and creating the West
Commons area in the library are
just preliminary measures. Upcoming steps will include the renovation of the Houston building now
housing the bookstore to give student groups “24 hour access to high
quality space.”
A landscaped quadrangle will fill
the area where Hightower once stood,
and in two to three years construction will begin on the Undergraduate Learning Center. Clough called
the ULC “one-stop shopping” that
will include all freshman labs, academic support, and a “graduated
version” of the West Commons area.
Clough concluded by stating that
a call had gone out for leadership in
a technological age. “Georgia Tech’s
strengths and abilities give us the
unique opportunity to answer that
call and open the door to a future
not defined by pessimism and withdrawal, but by optimism and hope.”
cess—it’s going to kill us.”
Throughout the meeting, representatives and guests offered suggestions for reaching a compromise.
Jessica Smith, President of the Women’s Lacrosse team, suggested an overall budget cut that would let
organizations decide for themselves
what to fund. Other possible compromises were presented as well.
Deciding that they had no consensus on what, if anything, should
be done about the JFC policy changes, representatives decided to create
an Ad Hoc committee, headed by
BME Representative Jen Hinkel,
to solicit opinions from the student
body and report back with recommendations in three weeks.

Space

Technique • Friday, October 11, 2002 • 5

from page 1

on campus. The upper floor, similarly, would be renovated and used
as open space to accommodate many
of the student organizations under
Student Affairs.
Of course, these services will require funding: about $4.6 million
for the Auxiliary Services aspect of
those functional attributes, and an
additional $850,000 for the Student Affairs aspect. After a year’s
delay, the Board of Regents finally
approved the Auxiliary Services funding, which signifies that architectural programming inside the
building can now begin.
The catch, however, is that funding for the student organizations
space is simply not available, even
though it needs no approval from
the Board of Regents since it is below a million dollar budget.
It is not possible for Auxiliary
Services, even if it could, to donate
funding for the student organizational space. Under the Board of
Regents guidelines, Auxiliary Services is charged with funding its
own capital program but not the
programs of departments, according to Rosalind Meyers, Associate
Vice President of Auxiliary Services.
The Institute is aware of the need
for this funding and is in the process of searching for a donor, but an
available source has yet to be identified. The administration has, however, offered a mitigating solution:
to include some of the functional
services of the top floor in the funding of Auxiliary Services. This refers mainly to restrooms and other
services that could still be used to
accommodate student life.
“It may not be the original vision, but the work on the first floor
will still affect the second floor and
make it usable space,” said Steven
Swant, Associate Vice President for
Budget and Planning.
The second floor contains a total of ten thousand square feet of
space, half as much as the bottom

By Peter Jensen / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The space currently occupied by the first floor of the bookstore will be
turned over to Auxiliary Services once Technology Square is completed.
floor. Both floors will be equally
assessed by an architecture firm that
will work with several student-driven focus groups, faculty and administration who are responsible for
the actual programming and planning that will take place within the
Houston building in the upcoming
months. Only after the evaluation
will the firm release a bid for the
exact cost of construction.
“We haven’t done the design yet,
but as we begin to do the programming, we’ll assess how much funds
are actually needed,” said Swant.
The costs will also depend on
the market situation when it is time
for construction. An unfavorable
outlook on the economy will most
likely mean lower renovation costs
for Tech, but expectations are, on
occasion, incorrect. In any case,
however, it is too soon to predict
the required expenses.
“Until the design has been completed and constructors have had a
chance to view the costs, we won’t
know the full scope of the project,”
said Les Saunders, a professional

within Capital Planning and Space
Management. “To say that the renovations are not being done is grossly
premature at this point.”
The fact that the numbers are
only cost estimates does not exclude
the fact that there is a lack of funding. “Ideally this project would be
done in its entirety. Ideally the architecture firm would be hired to
work with us…and recommend a
program to best use the space to
meet the [students’] needs, without
starting with a preconceived idea,”
said Dr. Lee Wilcox, Vice President
of Student Affairs. “The ability of
the architects to recommend this is
now limited. The availability of funding is influencing the configuration
of the space.”
If the programming element of
the allocation project continues on
schedule, the bid for construction
will be released next April, with the
actual construction to begin July or
August after the bookstore moves
to Technology Square. The renovated building should be unveiled
by the early part of 2004.
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OUR VIEWS Consensus Opinion

State of the Institute
President Clough’s State of the Institute address, delivered
this week to the faculty, is a beneficial service to the Tech
community. It allows students, faculty and staff to be informed about the steps that the upper administration is taking
to implement the master plan and improve Tech.
While the idea is advantageous, the execution is mediocre.
Many of the goals outlined in the speech are sometimes vague
and difficult to measure. It is hard to tell if we are any closer to
accomplishing these goals or if progress is even being attempted. Without an idea of the improvements that have been made
over a year, it is difficult to credit the administration for all the
good they have accomplished.
One way to fix this problem is to attach specific initiatives
to each of the goals. Most of the goals that President Clough
has laid out for Tech are long-term and comprehensive,
meaning that it will be difficult to accomplish them entirely in
a single year. For this reason, our goals for the year may remain
the same from year to year; the specific benchmarks we are
using to measure our progress to the goals are what should
change every year.
Additionally, President Clough should do more to take
advantage of all the good will that his leadership has created on
campus by allowing students, faculty and staff to be directly
involved in implementing the goals of the State of the Institute. Providing students and faculty with specific steps they
can take to help accomplish goals will make Tech a better
place by utilizing the resources of students, faculty and staff.
With students especially, this idea could give them ownership
over the many improvements that Tech has planned in the
upcoming years.

Bookstore Renovation
The plan for the Bookstore space needs to be fully coordinated between Axillary Services and Student Services before
any specific and final plans are put into place. No one department should make plans to renovate the space without coordinating and collaborating with the other. It is essential that the
space be used to its fullest advantage; the only way this will
happen is if the plans for the bookstore are well-thought out
and orchestrated between the two departments.
Auxiliary Services should not gain any priority over the
space because they have ready and available funding. Indeed,
Axillary Services is already benefiting greatly from the move,
gaining all of the commercial space in Technology Square.
Student organizations have needed space desperately for many
years. To make Tech’s Student Center size comparable to
other institutions of its caliber and size, the bookstore space
must first be seen as a place for students and their organizations, not profit-making ventures.
The battle over the bookstore space between Auxiliary
Services and Student Affairs may be indicative of the deeper
rift between these two departments. While both do much to
help Tech, they need to be sure to collaborate so that the most
benefit is accrued by the students. Without this coordination,
programs are given inadequate resources or are left without
support from key players on campus. By working together,
Auxiliary Services and Student Affairs will improve their
departments and the greater Tech community.
Consensus editorials reflect the majority opinion of the
Editorial Board of the Technique, but not necessarily the
opinions of individual editors.

Editorial Board:
Jody Shaw, Editor-in-Chief
Derek Haynes, Managing Editor
Tony Kluemper, News Editor
Sara Cames, Opinions Editor
Jennifer Schur, Focus Editor
Julia Trapold, Entertainment Editor
Katie Neal, Sports Editor
Scott Meuleners, Photography Editor
Paul Horton, Advertising Manager
Karl Guertin, Online Editor

Quote of the week:
“The best contraceptive is a glass of cold
water: not before or after, but
instead.”—Delegate at an international
Planned Parenthood Conference

CHRISTOPHER GOOLEY

Parking regulations fair, unbiased
We, the Student Parking Appeals Board, would like to respond
to Mr. Two Bits and his opinion
article last week by saying a few
things. First, Georgia Tech does have
limited parking space and when demand is high, price tends to follow
suit and is high as well. The money
gained from parking enforcement
and parking permits goes, among
other things, towards the new parking decks being built on campus.
Parking enforcement officers do not
work off of commission or have a
ticket quota to fulfill.
The parking appeals board is here
to help the students, and yes, we all

do have other hobbies, none of which
are sadistic. Parking enforcement
officers are not always perfect. Sometimes tickets are given out incorrectly and sometimes there are
extenuating circumstances. We are
here to hear those cases.
Every student has the right, as
outlined in the parking regulations,
to appeal any ticket they receive.
The appeals form is not a mile long;
it asks for simple information such
as your name, address, e-mail and
phone number—nothing too complicated, like where your youngest
brother attended high school.
We must enforce the parking

rules to make sure that everyone
who owns a permit has a place to
park on campus. If you get a ticket,
and feel that it is not justified, appeal it. If you have any questions
concerning parking, please consult
the parking webpage at
www.parking.gatech.edu or call the
parking office directly. Do not consult your friends about parking rules;
word-of-mouth is usually wrong,
and “because your friend who is a
sixth year told you that you could
park there” is not a sufficient excuse.
Student Parking Appeals Board

By Matt Norris / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS
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State of the Institute from one student’s perspective
It’s that time of year again. The
faculty and staff members take a
break from researching and grading
midterms, put on their cleanest mismatched clothing ensembles and
gather in the Student Center ballroom on a Tuesday afternoon. There,
Institute President Wayne Clough
presents the highlights of the past
year and his goals for the next. It’s
called the “State of the Institute”
address.
Usually later in the same week,
Omicron Delta Kappa sponsors a
student version of the address, when
the president delivers a similar address to the student body and answers questions. The address usually
hits all the issues about which students are dying to know—like what
new research buildings are being
built, what new research money Tech
received and who will be doing the
research with the money and the
buildings. In all seriousness, it is an
informative report, if usually onesided to show only the Institute’s
successes.
Due to scheduling issues, however, Clough will not be able to
deliver the address to the students
until late November. I know what
you’re thinking: “How will I make
it until then? I must know the state
of the Institute now.”
Well, don’t worry. I’ve decided
to use the power of the press to give
a student version of the State of the
Institute address. I am, of course,
imminently qualified for this task,
having spent just over two years
here at Tech, never having attended another university, never having
any experience in education and
being only functionally literate.
Based on my observations, I can
easily say the state of our Institute is
strong. (This is the part where you

“[T]he Institute’s grade point
average would be a 3.2—not
bad considering the average
student GPA around campus.”
Jody Shaw
Editor-In-Chief

put down the paper and start clapping. Go ahead. Do it. No one is
watching). Though Tech seems to
be headed in the right direction overall, you, the Technique reader, deserve more than a one-sentence
statement from your Editor-in-Chief.
Well, here goes—the State of the
Institute, student-style.
Institute leadership: You know
these guys—G. Wayne, Jean-Lou
and the rest of the suits up in Carnegie. And you know they rock. Take
Clough for example. What else could
you want from a university president? He’s warm and personable,
yet managerial and intellectual. And
with that beard, he’s got the perfect
look, too. Like any good chief, he
also surrounds himself with a strong
supporting cast to run the Institute
while he works on schmoozing, fundraising and beard-grooming techniques. Grade: A.
Academics: In last year’s address,
Clough said he wanted to provide a
more “student-focused” education.
I’m not really sure what that means,
but it seems like we’re doing okay
here, though we are still seeking
that elusive perfect balance between
the research enterprise and classroom instruction from the faculty.
The more I learn about the new CS
alternative, the more I believe my
initial opinion was probably a little
bit off-base. The new Ivan Allen

College degrees seem to be great
additions to the social science programs, and renaming the MSM to
an MBA was a good move as well.
Grade: B.
Auxiliary services: Rosalind Meyers, the ‘Nique’s favorite target for
years now, never gets enough credit; she’s got the toughest job at the
Institute, with the exception of maybe
Chan Gailey, and she does it well.
Everything is improving in auxiliary services whether students believe
it or not. The biggest challenge in
the coming year for Meyers will be
filling the void left by Parking Director Rod Weis’ departure—the
man who brought meaning to a Tech
parking pass, though often through
enforcement measures that brought
students to tears or profanities. Grade:
A.
Student life: Classes are tough,
the city is expensive and we are generally unhappy. Still, retention is
up and students are staying at Tech
more, which means they are either
enjoying life here and just like to
complain, or Tech students don’t
place much value on things like “fun.”
It could be either. With the advent
of events like Ramblin’ Nights and
the move of the Ferst Center to the
jurisdiction of Student Affairs, there
seem to be more things to do around
campus, even if most students choose
weekend fun that is slightly more

fermented. The Greek community
still dominates this arena for better
or worse. Grade: B
Student organizations: Will we
ever work together? Over-entrepreneurship remains the dominant trend
among student organizations, as folks
rush to fill apparent “needs” on campus without stopping to talk to ask
if anyone else is working on the
issue or if anyone actually cares.
Even the non-student groups, like
Auxiliary Services, have been getting into the organization building
business, with this summer’s creation of Emerging Leaders, yet another outlet to help freshmen find
their “leadership potential.” A group
like Presidents’ Council could be
the solution, but it is young and
lacks a clear mandate from other
organizations. A number of individual organizations, however, do
great things with small budgets,
which helps raise the overall performance in this area. Grade: C
If each of these categories were
worth three hours, like an average
class, the Institute’s grade point average would be a 3.2—not bad considering the average student GPA
around campus. Clearly, the State
of our Institute is indeed strong.
Tech is in a truly unique position. Never before has it been in a
position to so drastically influence
the city, state and nation with its
research and graduates. Everything
needed in today’s uncertain world—
from engineers to encryption technology to linguists to policy
makers—is being produced at Tech.
People are starting to notice our
progress in both academic and nonacademic areas, and Tech will continue to flourish as we continue to
make efforts to improve all the areas of our campus.

Does sex really sell? College columnists say yes
Sex sells. You’ll probably read
the rest of this editorial, no matter
how wretched and poorly written it
may be, in hopes that sex will be
discussed (and it will). Face it, college students like sex.
Not that we’re all fiends, having, thinking of having and hoping
to have sex all the time. After all,
there are classes, computer games
and raw cookie dough to take up
our time too.
The recent success and prevalence of sex columns in college newspapers around the country can be
attributed to the simple fact that
young adults like sex.
The New York Times recently
ran a story about the sex columns in
several college newspapers, including the University of California at
Berkeley’s independent paper, The
Daily Californian. The Daily Cal’s
“Sex on Tuesdays” column has experienced success on campus and
from loyal internet readers logging
on from around the country. Theresa,
the writer of the weekly sex column, covers a range of topics, from
the benefits of safer sex to the cause
of vaginal wetness.
It is slightly more understandable why Berkeley welcomes a series
about sex, considering the liberal
slant of the school’s students, but
the more conservatively-minded Ivy
League school Yale?
Yes, even Yale has its own sex
column in its Yale Daily News, written with a sassy style inspired by
Carrie Bradshaw of Sex and the City

“If there was a sex column in our
very own Technique, it would
justify our nickname “The South’s
Liveliest College Newspaper.”
Jen Schur
Focus Editor
fame. Its paper’s website received
200,000 hits last year after the column addressed the finer points of
oral sex.
The Times reported that the number of sex columnists in campus
papers around the country is growing rapidly, reflecting a striking openness of undergraduates to the
discussion of sex. This doesn’t necessarily mean that students nowadays are more experienced than
college undergrads from earlier generations, though. The article explained that the level of the questions
asked of these “sexperts” actually
shows their inexperience.
“It’s not about ‘Dear Alice, help
me have a better orgasm,’” said Jordan Friedman, Columbia University’s director of health education.
“It’s about ‘Dear Alice, help me have
a better orgasm because I’m not
sure if I’m even having them.’”
If a school steeped in tradition
like Yale has sex (oral sex and orgasms, no less!) in their paper, why
doesn’t Tech?
Our Bible belt location could be
a factor, but so could the fact that all
Tech students are required to take

some form of a CS class—talk about
a libido killer.
Tech has a generally conservative student body that might not be
receptive to a column focused on
fornication. If there was a sex column in our very own Technique,
however, would it finally justify our
nickname “The South’s Liveliest College Newspaper”?
In the beginning, the column’s
sensationalism might be limited to
suggestions for getting some lovin’
in the Love building or how to draw
dirty chalkings on Skiles walkway.
(Hint: for this misdeed, do the task
by the cover of night, and don’t
bother asking Tech officials for permission). My trek to math class would
certainly be livened by amusing stick
figures in suggestive positions.
I envision such a weekly column
taking off; it is statistically proven
that men are more focused on sex,
so the Ratio will work in favor of
the success of the column. Collegeaged students are naturally curious
about sex, whether they’re having it
or not. Freshmen dorms will be echoing with the timid giggles and guffaws of newly-oriented students,

virgin to the world of college and all
it entails (including a sex column
for a student population that might
not really have all that much sex).
An informative weekly piece
would be a benefit to the student
body, not only to provide a diversion from a boring Friday class, but
also to inform students about pleasurable techniques and safety suggestions they might not be aware
of.
The role of a sex column is a
unique one; they are inherently humorous since words like “cunnilingus,” “penis” and “johnson” are being
thrown around like the hair of a girl
in the throes of passion would be
thrown around. Our students deserve to be treated to these funny
twists on the typical Technique story.
So here’s a little sex tip, possibly
as a preview to what I hope will
become a regular feature amidst these
otherwise politically correct pages:
make sure to turn the noises of Instant Messenger off before climbing (carefully, please) up into your
loft to get busy; that repeated dooropening creak can distract the best
of us.
Other respectable schools have
gotten it right: now it’s Tech’s turn
to take our shirts of responsibility
off, whip them around our heads
like a helicopter and jump on the
sex-craze bandwagon. You and me,
reader, ain’t nothin’ but mammals,
so let’s do it like they do on the
Discovery Channel.
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Kathleen Stokes
ME Senior

Wade Stephenson
BC Junior

Scott Vaughan
Math Sophomore

Januj Junega
EE Senior

“It’s good there’s an
event to support
people who want to
come out.”

“It doesn’t bother me.
No sense in hiding
who you are.”

“It’s good for those
who are involved but
no one else really
cares.”

“I thought it was
Homecoming.”

Greg Olson
MGT Sophomore

Tony Brown
CS Freshman

Crystal Mayberry
INTA/JPN Freshman

Jay Owen
HTS Senior

“I don’t support the
beliefs, but they
should be free to do
what they want.”

“I wouldn’t get involved with it, but I
don’t have a problem
with it.”

“It helps people get in
touch with their true
identity.”

“I have no problem
with people being gay
except for when they’re
in my face about it.”

Question of the week

“What do you think
about GT Coming
Out Week?”
Feature and Photos by
Chris Raabe
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Columnist covers issue
The Madame advises on life and love well, provides solutions
Madame d’ Amour Advice on Love and Life

The Madame is back in action! I
am happy to return again this week
with more answers to your every
question.
My life has settled back down
and now I need your sad lives to
entertain myself, so jump on the
self-depreciating and puzzled bandwagon and email me a challenge!
I’m having some major problems
with my classes right now! So far I am
absolutely failing everything. I’m not
even doing well in Psych 1000. I just
can’t seem to get myself motivated because my classes are so impossible. Please
help me out! —Desperate for a D
Well kiddo, your problem is definitely not unusual at Georgia Tech.
At least every student at this school
has had a time when the grades were
looking a little shabby. My advice
for you is to loosen up. The more
time you spend worrying about your
grades, the less time you spend actually learning. Look for someone really smart in each of your classes,
(they’re usually sitting on the front
row), and buddy up with them. It’s
always a lot easier to do homework
when you’ve got someone else to
check answers with.
You also need to get over the fact
that you are not in high school anymore. Classes are tough and it’s ok,
if you don’t know the answers to
everything! Go ask your teacher after class about tutorial sessions that
are available through the school (ex.
SPAARC). As for Psych 1000, just
make sure that you get all of you
assignments written down. Definitely
go talk with you teacher; it’s never
too late to pull up a grade.
Also, make sure that you give
yourself a good break from school.

Join a club or go jog around campus, anything that will help you
take your mind off school for awhile.
Ask friends about their study habits; maybe they can help teach you
better time management. There are
about a thousand ways to help pull
your grades up; all you have to do is
take the initiative.

been living under for the past few
years???? I hate to inform you of
this, but you share a mailbox with
another student. I understand that
you are sick and tired of sharing
absolutely everything (ex: showers,
dorm rooms, underwear) but messing with the mail is just wrong. I
think that it might even be illegal!

There is this really cute girl in my
Chemistry class who I have a really
huge crush on. I feel like I am pretty
attractive and I have never had a
problem getting girls before. The real
question is, how true is the whole
ratio thing at Tech? Do I really not
stand a chance at all? —Clueless in
Chemistry
I’m not going to lie to you; you’ve
got a tough battle ahead. The best
thing to do is just ask this girl out
and see what happens. I mean the
only thing that can really get hurt is
your pride. I’m just joking. It’s not
that terribly difficult to find a date
on this campus. All you need is a
little confidence in yourself. And
try not to be too pushy; girls really
do not like that. You know better
than anyone what kind of person
you’d like to be with so just go for
it. If all else fails, Agnes Scott and
Emory aren’t that far away!

Madame, you’ve got to help me! I
have lots of guy friends, but there is
this one I am totally in love with. I
think he’s interested in me, too, but
whenever we hang out, I can’t tell if
we’re on a date or it’s “just as friends.”
Tell me what to do!—Gettin’ Fresh
or Just Friends
This is an especially tough question, since everyone and everyone’s
relationships are completely different from every other person’s. Here’s
what I would recommend you doing: go for a smooch. Next time you
are together, maybe at the movies
or at a restaurant, lean in close and
look him in his eyes. Then just go
for it! Lay a wet one on him!
If you’re too shy and nervous to
go for this direct, gutsy approach,
then try just asking him about it.
This way, even if he’s thinking you’re
just a friend, then as a friend he’ll be
able to honestly tell you this; plus
you should still be able to be pals
afterwards. Better yet, if you mention something to him and he’s feeling the same lusty feelings but was
afraid you weren’t, then the ice will
be broken and your future together
can begin!

Someone’s mail keeps ending up
in my post office box and it’s really
starting to bug me. At first I just put it
on the top edge of my mailbox section
but now I’ve just gotten so frustrated
that I throw it away. Should I notify
the post office about these problems?
—Pissed with the Post
I really hope that you are a freshman, if not, what rock have you

Do you have a question for Madame
d’ Amour? Email it to
opinions@technique.gatech.edu.

Jennifer Hinkel appreciates that
the onus is on us students to recognize that learning is our priority.
The assignment of points, to gauge
a student’s performance, perpetuates this basis. How else can anyone
score 75 percent on an English essay? Or any other test for that matter? Even if it were a math test, how
could points be assigned for getting
parts of a question correct? This
practice of assigning points is the
operational and definitive structure
of our education. This does not mean,
however, that there is no point in
discussing the curve further. In my
opinion, professors are the last people to take any blame for the perpetuation of the status quo.
Given an option, I am sure that
our professors would choose to infuse within us a sense of identification with what we are learning; to
animate our minds with the same
intensity which has propelled them
to commit their lives to their subjects. Can we ever conclude that the
math we handle in Calculus III is
sufficient to aid us in our pursuit of
further interests? Do we ever pause
to consider the wealth of knowledge we, collectively as a species,
have accumulated over centuries of
ceaseless advancement and to consider that our college education is
but a glimpse of the potential and
power we may harness in the future? Our professors are fully aware
of these factors and must pursue the
current educational framework over
their own concerns with its functioning.
However, the module of education is determined by a spectrum of

forces: economic demands, political interests and individual concerns
(this list is by no means exhaustive).
On top of that, we are hard-pressed
to make an end of our education.
Not many among us have considered pure academic pursuit as a career, have we? Thus, our professors
are, in a sense, compelled by these
forces to produce strong minds of
us to fulfill the demands of these
forces.
Further, especially because the
curve has an effect on Tech’s reputation, we can be certain that our
professors do not have a free hand
to customize the syllabus. With increasing pressure to uphold the good
name of Tech, to protect Tech’s
graduates from the unpredictable
market forces and to ensure a steady
supply of students to Tech, the administration probably is doing its
best to ensure the continuity of Tech
and her fame. The curve is but one
of the administration’s many tools.
What does this translate into for
us ordinary students? If we know
that our success depends on our
current ability to assimilate new
knowledge, who among us will care
to ignore the consequences of not
obtaining a good understanding
now? Surely it is not difficult for
students, endowed with gifts like
us, to realize that our future is pivotal on creating a solid foundation?
Avenues are indeed present to help
us in our pursuit. It is our prerogative to seek the relevance of our
education and to identify with it.
Chang Feng Quo
gtg801f@mail.gatech.edu

FOCUS
page
13

FOCUS
Technique • Friday, October 11, 2002

Technique • Friday, October 11, 2002 • 13

“Battle” raging hit

The band plays on

A new play about on the trials and
tribulations of a group of local Atlantans is
filled with comedy; catch the review by Joey
Katzen. Page 19

Annual tournament pits Tech against UGA,
UF and FSU in Savannah this month. Tech
almost didn’t participate out of loyalty to
the band. Page 28

Response Center at forefront of first responders’ technology
Tech’s Center for Emergency Response Technology, Instruction and Policy improves the tools utilized by first
repsonders to emergencies and terrrorist attacks by integrating wireless technology and everyday components.
By Jennifer Lee
Contributing Writer

By Robert Hill / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

President Bush visited Tech’s campus last March. One of the topics he was briefed on while here was innovations that
were made by Tech’s CERTIP for making the communication and safety of first responders better and more timely.

At the 9/11 memorial
at the Campanile a month ago,
several members of the Georgia
Tech community, including
President Clough, addressed
Tech’s role in continuing to provide advancements in science and
technology in regards to the threat
of terrorism.
The Center for Emergency
Response Technology, Instruction and Policy (CERTIP), a
branch of the Georgia Tech Research Institute, is doing just that.
The Center, created in 1999,
has been developing new and
exciting approaches to counterterrorism, and it is preparing for
a counterterrorism conference
that will take place on Tech’s
campus October 16-17.
Dr. Thomas Bevan, the Director of CERTIP, is one of the
main people behind these technologies. “The first responders
really bore the brunt of the problems” during the World Trade
Center attacks, he said. First responders—those people who arrive first on the scene and includes
firemen and policemen—had to
deal with various crises, including both physical destruction as
well as the threat of biological
and chemical terrorism. During
the immediate aftermath of the
attacks, first responders were reduced to scribbling notes on pieces of paper because the cellphone
network had gone down. Also,

Bevan said, “After the anthrax
letters, there were all kinds of
responses they had to make for
anyone who had a suspiciouslooking envelope.”
“So we took a look around at
where we could be helpful,” said
Bevan, “and said, ‘we said we
can do better than that.’”
Actually, the Center has been
developing counterterrorism
technology since even before September 11th. In the past, then
governor Zell Miller and late
Senator Paul Coverdell had meetings at Tech to alert the public
to and raise concern for the issue. Also, the bombing at Centennial Olympic Park during the
1996 Olympics forced first responder organizations to deal
with the shortcomings of existing technology. At CERTIP’s
Hazardous Materials Training
Center in Cobb County there
have been town meetings where
the fire and police departments
came in and discussed improvements that needed to be made.
One problem, for example,
was with communication. Usually in a crisis, a fire chief gets to
the scene first, and then tries to
isolate the area and decide how
to deal with it. Also, Bevan pointed out, “Often, the responders
are in a protective environment
[such as rubber suits when dealing with bioterrorism], which
makes technology insertion more
difficult.”
See CERTIP, page 17

Campus Research Review

Professor invents air sample collector, measures air pollutants
By Kimberly Rieck
Senior Staff Writer
Recent studies have linked
aerosols, a class of atmospheric
pollutants, to human health problems such as heart attacks and
respiratory problems. Scientists
at Georgia Tech have developed
a new instrument that may provide valuable insights to the problem.
The Particle-Into-LiquidSampler (PILS) automates the
collection of air samples for analysis through the use of sensitive
ion chromatography equipment.
The PILS measures particulate
pollutants several times an hour,
which gives scientists time-dependent information that has
not been available before. A recent study that used the PILS
system showed previously unknown morning and afternoon
peaks in the levels of two key
pollutants.
Rodney Weber, assistant professor in Georgia Tech’s School
of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences, received the idea from the
EPA’s 1999 Supersite study in
Atlanta. The study focused on
the need for the development of

new techniques and instruments
to measure pollutants in the atmosphere. Weber was also looking to expand his research
horizons. “When I started looking into it, it was a new developing field. There was a lot of
opportunity and there still are a
lot of opportunities because aerosol is a new field that hasn’t been
researched that much,” said Weber.
Weber and Douglas Orsini
developed the device with help
from the Brookhaven National
Laboratory and the College of
Sciences Machine Shop. Sponsors of the research and development of the instrument
included the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the National Science Foundation, the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, the Georgia
Tech Foundation and the Southern Company. Other researchers on the project include Yilin
Ma, Amy Sullivan, Kari Maxwell, William Chameides and
CS King.
“We can measure the plumes
and get an idea of where it’s
coming from. Nitrate aerosols
come primarily from cars. A lot

of atmospheric chemistry is limited by observations so if you
can come up with an instrument
that gives you new instrumentation” then you’ve made progress.
The PILS system uses small
quantities of steam to form water droplets on individual aerosol particles. Scientists then
capture and analyze the water
droplets containing the dissolved
aerosols through ion chromatography techniques. Scientists
can detect as many as 15 different chemical species using the
instrument. The PILS system
can also operate, unattended, for
long periods of time on the
ground and in research aircraft,
and takes samples every four minutes.
Before the PILS system, scientists had to rely on filters that
collected aerosol particles over
long periods of time, usually 24
hours. They then would have to
remove the particles from the
filters and dissolve them in water for ion chromatograph analysis. The EPA used this technique
to form the current particulate
matter standards. However, the
See Pollution, page 15

Photo Courtesy Institute Communications and Publications Affairs

EAS professor Rodney Weber and researcher Amy Sullivan check measurements
being made by a Particle-in-Liquid-Sampler connected to an ion chromatograph.
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By Robert Hill / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The skyline of Atlanta changes throughout the day, but not just in brightness as the sun rises and falls; a Tech professor, Rodney Weber, has invented a machine that detects pollutant
particulates in the atmosphere. The concentration of these pollutants above the city vary throughout the day, a revolutionary discovery made possible by Weber’s machine.

Pollution

from page 13

EPA is now moving toward more
real-time measurements for assessing air quality.
“We made a measurement that’s
much faster than what’s available.
When you’re making a measurement on an airplane, speed for your
measurement is everything because
the plane is traveling so fast,” said
Weber.
Another advantage of the PILS
system is its efficiency and accuracy. The instrument has shown 97
percent efficiency at collecting particles with diameters of between 0.03
and 10 microns, including the PM
2.5 particles of concern (due to their
health effects). By attaching the in-

strument to an ion chromatograph,
scientists can choose which aerosol
components they want to study.
Georgia Tech has focused on nine
major chemical species—sodium,
ammonium, potassium, calcium,
magnesium, chloride, oxides, nitrates
and sulfates. If the analysis time is
increased by 15 minutes, it is also
possible to analyze acetate, formate
and oxalate.
“Many of the limitations are understanding where the aerosols are
coming from, how it changes after
it’s been emitted by the various sources [and] the atmospheric chemistry. It’s all really constrained by how
well you understand the chemical
composition of the aerosol particles,” said Weber.
However, the PILS system can

only measure aerosols that are soluble in water. Despite its limitations,
the instrument has given air quality

“There are times of
the day when it is a
lot more polluted than
others.”
Rodney Weber
EAS Professor

researchers a better view of the pollutants in the air and clues on finding a solution to cleaning up the air.
Weber first tested the system in

a 1999 Atlanta study that looked at
particulate matter. Since then, the
machine has undergone minor redesigns and modifications each year
to the point where Weber said that
he thinks the machine is almost complete and will not need many more
changes. The data from the study
showed that particulates in Atlanta
varied dramatically over different
times in the day and revealed a previously unknown set of trends in
pollutant levels. The trends are that
carbon containing particles peak in
the morning and sulfate levels peak
in the afternoon. The sources and
causes of the peaks are still being
investigated.
“The older measurement system
produced an average reading for
Atlanta during the course of the

day, but it turned out that there are
times of the day when it is a lot
more polluted than at other times,”
Weber said.
Weber’s instrument has been in
use around the world in studies conducted from aircraft, ships and
ground stations since its original
prototype came out in 1999. Researchers have used the system to
study plumes in the Asian atmosphere and the composition of particles responsible for haze in Yosemite
National Park.
Weber recently presented information about the instrument’s capabilities at the 224th national
meeting of the American Chemical
Society in Boston. He plans to continue his research of Atlanta’s air
conditions.
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Also, in these situations, first response units generally all have different radio frequencies and
communication devices. “So what
you typically see,” said Bevan, “is
that all the different units give the
fire chief a communications device,
and that fire chief is stacked with
cell phones, walkie-talkies, all kinds
of things,” which is inefficient, as
well as overwhelming.
CERTIP decided that the solution to improving communication
was to take advantage of wireless
network technology and give everyone digital communication,
which is much easier to use than
current systems, and, most importantly, much less susceptible to interference than radio-based
communication. “The idea would
be that a fire chief pulls up to the
scene, opens his truck, pulls out a
generator, plugs in the wireless device, and puts it on top of his fire
truck,” says Bevan. Then, a laptop,

palm pilot, wearable computer or
any other wireless-card-based technology could connect to the same
network. Not only would communication between responders in the
area be more efficient, data transfer
from the first responders to virtually anywhere in the world would also
be possible.
The Center has also taken an
active role in demonstrating the fruits
of these new methods and technologies to the Georgia Tech and Atlanta
community.
Two
demonstrations have already been
held at Tech: one for the President
of the United States last March,
and one in November 2000. The
demonstration involved what Bevan called a “medical reach back experiment,” where a situation is
simulated that involves biological
warfare.
The ability of data to be transmitted both to and from the simulated crisis scene was tested. “The
idea,” said Bevan, of data broadcasting, “is that a medic does an
examination, gets all the information, and then puts the symptoms

FOCUS

he observes on a Palm, which is on
the wireless network, so every [patient] has a webpage. Then a doctor
from anywhere in the world can
look at the data and authorize treatment.” Since a medic is not allowed
to administer medication without a
doctor’s permission, the wireless
network provides a “virtual medical presence.” For the demo, Grady
Hospital participated by serving as
the doctor base.
To test data for getting into a
dangerous building, building plans
were downloaded and sent to the
firemen on the scene, reducing the
risk involved. Also, Bevan said, “we
downloaded models of the spread
of the chemical agent, to see where
the plume was and where it was
going.”
The technology takes advantage
of easy access of expert knowledge.
In a situation where decisions are
crucial and yet must be made quickly,
the technology allows information
to be at the fingertips of whoever is
in charge of the crisis. Bevan said,
“The fire chief would reach back
not only for medical help, but also

decontamination help, or logistics
support. He really has access to experts around country, even the
world.”
Bevan also emphasized the practicality of this new technology, noting that affordability is also high on
the list of requirements desired by
first responders. In developing all
these new technologies, Bevan said,
“We tried to identify technologies
that were intrinsically affordable or
those that had economies of scale
with broader markets.”
Much of it consisted of “off the
shelf” technology: for example, in
today’s market, a wireless access point
costs about $800, which is comparable to the cost of a contamination
prevention suit. Another example
is a sensor that CERTIP is developing for more reliable detection of
chemical levels of a contaminant.
Bevan pointed out that many of its
components are familiar items: one
part of the sensor employs a laser
tube similar to those used in CD
players. “We think that the piecesparts of this are well under $100, so
$200 or $300 for this sensor would

not be unreasonable.”
CERTIP is also involved in other areas besides first responder technology.
For example, they have worked
to improve passenger/employee
screening at Hartsfield Airport.
Collaboration with other schools
and the government has also taken
place, although much of the research
goes on here at the Center. For example, CERTIP has a partnership
with the University of Georgia to
deal with agricultural terrorism,
where radiological, biological, or
chemical agents are put into the
food chain
Also, Bevan says, “The Homeland Defense Agency, when formed,
has plans is to put a network of
laboratories around the country.”
Bevan hopes that a national laboratory here at Georgia Tech would
provide even more development for
counterterrorism technologies, as
well as encourage collaborative efforts between Georgia Tech, UGA,
Georgia State and other organizations that would come together to
work on these projects.
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Tech
Up
Close
email: focus@technique.gatech.edu
Winner of the Tech Up Close contest receives a
Technique T-shirt and a coupon for a free student combo at Li’l Dino’s.
Last week’s Tech Up Close:
Grill on lights on North parking deck
Last Week’s Winner:
Cristal Gordon

By Scott Meuleners / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

www.nique.net/
sliver

The Sliver Box
How do I get my jollies agan?
Oh yeah! By being a vindictive,
manipulative SOB who tricks
people and lies!
TV Haiku: Cheesy Dialogue,
Heart melting out of my chest, I
love Dawson's Creek.
Peanut butter jelly with a base
ball bat!
Crawson's Deke: This guy
named Crawson tries to trick
girls into sleeping with him.
I hate the Yankees!!! and that
baseball team, too!!!
How do I make this longer? Don't

answer that!!
Kele Eveland's a babe and a half!
open it, I command you! (oh the
memories)
It's somebody's birthday, and I want
to give her 19 spankings. Is that
so wrong?
My love is on a dimmer switch. It's
never all the way on or all the
way off.
Sliver me timbers!!!
How do I love thee? Let me count
the way: one. Number one... one,
one, one. Nope. Nada. Aaaand
I'm done.

I want my Vice City! dammit
a bad feeling is going to sleep
after your roommate, and then
the next morning, waking up
before her
for fall break I am going to Ath
ens, where there is clean air
and cheap alcohol
Bring back the Sliver!!!!!!!!!!!!
Please don't be hot today. Damn.
And I'm not sorry... it's human
nature...oops! I didn't know
we couldn't talk about sex
Where is the Sliver Box?
I got a strawberry tattoo!!
I want an all American white
boy.
This chair be high says I. Rrrr!
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Ready for Halloween?

Tech vs. Maryland

Netherworld, one of the top haunted
houses in the country, has opened its
doors for the scaring season. Page 22

Get an early start on next Thursday’s
game by reading up on our next
oppponent. Page 31

Knockaround Guys directors create Western mob movie

By Takeshi Seida / © 2002 New Line Productions

Dennis Hopper, John Malkovich and Barry Pepper (left to right) star in New Line Cinema’s drama Knockaround
Guys. Directors Brian Koppleman and David Levien were inspired by their childhood while creating the film.
By Art Seavey
Contributing Writer
The daring duo that ventured
into underground poker halls for
the script of Rounders makes their
directorial debut Oct. 11 with the
premiere of the film Knockaround
Guys. Brian Koppelman and David
Levien are seasoned veterans of the
entertainment world, but are still
relatively unfamiliar to audiences.
In the coming months, that will
surely change.

Knockaround Guys, from New
Line Cinema, merges the genres of
Western and mob in a way that
destroys preconceived notions of how
awful an attempt like this could be.
“We tried to do something a little different,” said Levien, “…and
some people I think are gonna be
like, ‘Hey where’s the spaghetti
sauce?’”
The idea for Knockaround Guys
came from their childhood years in
Long Island, New York. Levien explained that these “wiseguys,” upon

finding success, would move their
family into the suburbs like most
people do.
“We saw these kids with these
infamous last names, and we noticed that they were regarded with
like, this mixture of fear and excitement,” he said.
The pair was fascinated as they
watched these sons of wiseguys grow
up dealing with having their fathers
sent to jail, and the trouble of finding jobs due to wary employers frightened by their last name.

“For us it seemed like a lot of missing and Marbles is rightfully
people in their twenties…could re- scared out of his mind. Demaret
late, like when you’re trying to fig- and his two closest friends fly out to
ure out your path in life and the help. They find that the task is not a
kind of obstacles that you’re fac- simple grab and go.
ing,” said Levien.
The police get involved, who are
Barry Pepper plays the part of not as law-abiding as one would
Matty Demaret, the son of Brook- think, the older uncles have to be
lyn mob boss Benny Chains, played called in, and the ending, well, is
by Dennis Hopper. Matty wants not what one would expect.
nothing more than to settle into the
Vin Diesel carries a minor role
background and become a sports in the film. He plays the part of the
agent. His connection to his father group’s muscle perfectly and delivprevents him from doing so.
ers his “500 Fights” monologue with
He would be
validity. He has
a part of the famthe chance with
ily business exthe script to
cept for one
come across as a
“We saw...kids with
deciding modeep person with
ment at age 13.
conflicting emothese infamous last
Teddy Derserve,
tions and desires,
names [who] were
brought to life by
but fails to do so.
John MalkovDiesel is simply
regarded with...fear
ich, tries to presthe weakest acand excitement.”
sure a young
tor in the film.
Demaret into
A n David Levien
shooting
a
drew Davoli,
Co-Director
snitch. Matty
who plays Chris
lacks the grit to
Scarpa, a friend
do so and is laof Demaret and
beled unfit for the business from a cousin to Marbles, brings style
then on.
and grace to the film. He is a ladies
The movie revisits Matty at a man with unmistakable charisma.
low point in his life. The only way Davoli had a recurring role on The
he sees out is to convince his father Sopranos as Dino, and has modeled
that he is finally ready to take on a for Dolce & Gabbana. He takes on
task. His father allows him to ar- a lead role in Welcome to Collinwood
range the transfer of a half-million- with George Clooney, due for redollar loan from the other side of lease the same day as Knockaround
the country.
Guys.
Demaret enlists the help of pilot
The screen presence of John
Johnny Marbles, portrayed by Seth Malkovich raises the movie to anGreen, to carry out the job. Mar- other echelon. He appeared in Roundbles flies out west and on return ers, also as a Teddy with an accent.
stops in armpit Wibaux, Montana, One moment he repulses the audito refuel.
ence as he severs the tongue of a
His unusual demeanor draws the snitch, but then he quickly wins
attention of the local sheriff with a
power complex. The money goes See Guys, page 22

Peachtree Playhouse scores big with Atlanta-based hit comedy
By Joey Katzen
Staff Writer
It’s 8:02p.m., and I’m sitting in
the fold-up chairs of this local theater hidden behind a tiny storefront
next to the Vortex on Peachtree.
Suddenly, the lights dim and a recently retired President Bill Clinton sounds from the PA system
warning us not to crinkle Skittles
wrappers or be obnoxious during
the performance.
It’s surreal moments like this, in
combination with one-liners and
slapstick effects, that pack the
evening’s festivities in this 13-month
production run of Peachtree Battle.
Written, directed, and produced
by off-Broadway playwrights John
Gibson and Anthony Morris, this
intimately-staged play introduces us
to the antics of the Habershams,
the uniquely Buckhead family that
resides on eponymous Peachtree Battle Avenue.
The family’s matriarch Trudy
Habersham, played by Deborah
Childs, sets out to be crowned “the
most charitable woman in Atlanta”
by Atlanta Magazine. However, the
news of her favorite son Ansley’s
imminent marriage to a Hooters
waitress risks both her award and

the family’s position in Buckhead’s
upstanding social hierarchy.
When her openly-gay second son,
hilarious lush of a mother, anorexic
daughter, and black daughter-inlaw-to-be enter the fray, Habersham
experiences firsthand what happens
as political correctness threatens to
encroach her upper crust oasis.
Not to endanger the community’s perception of her, this woman,
whom other characters noted “once
petitioned to make Buckhead a gated community,” tries to conceal her
concerns through a perfectly catered
affair that attracts politicians, local
celebrities, and strangely enough,
Atlanta’s homeless.
Having opened September 2001,
Peachtree Battle is now the longestrunning comedy in Atlanta history,
playing in the city’s first and (for
the short future) only extended-run
theater. With every night sold out
since this month last year, finding a
ticket into this 121-seat theater often requires reservations several
months in advance.
And unlike more traditional venues, the self-proclaimed “urban theater” Peachtree Playhouse has no
lobby, posh chairs, or concession
booth—instead, it’s connected to
the Vortex Bar and Grill, and the

proprietors encourage patrons to
walk through a concealed passageway to the adjacent restaurant to
retrieve martinis and soft drinks
before the show.
In retrospect a morality tale,
Peachtree Battle’s flawless characterization, diverse ensemble cast, and
zany script leave audiences covering their mouths in entertained disbelief of what is said by the actors in
front of them—that is, when viewers have enough time to react in
between minutes-long stretches of
oxygen-withholding laughs. In addition, though unusual for a run of
this length, five of the eight players
in the show have been around since
the beginning.
It’s unfortunate, then, that some
of the actors occasionally lacked the
perfect timing one would expect
after having so much practice. The
script was hilarious and the acting
was generally top-notch, but in a
few situations the pauses in dialogue
lasted a little too long, and once or
twice the slapstick routines appeared
too deliberate.
Despite the few hiccups to be
expected in an informal theater operation like this, Peachtree Battle
See Battle, page 21

Photo courtesy of Peachtree Playhouse

Ansley Habersham (seated left, Micah Osborne) prepares his fiance,
Tiffani Storrs (seated right, Sherita Starks) to meet his shocked family.
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Netherworld Haunted House ranks among the best in the nation
By Bryan Basamanowicz
Senior Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of Netherworld Haunted House

Several performers at Netherworld take a break from their scaring duties.
Netherworld Haunted House, located in Norcross, opened last month.

So the story goes that a slightly
deranged scientist at an asylum
was working on a new experiment to extract the deepest fears from the
minds of madmen
into living reality.
The scientist assumed that these
demons from the
darkest parts of the
imagination would
be easily disposed of
once separated from their
creators.
But of course there was no such
luck, and a good thing too, because
without these unsightly demons,
Netherworld, one of the top ten
haunted houses in the nation, would
not be here in Atlanta.
With a staff/cast of over fifty,
Netherworld has been haunting people throughout the Halloween sea-

son for the last six years. Netherworld opened on Friday the thirteenth of September and will be
running until November 3. Now,
with the big date looming less than
a month away, Netherworld
is open daily from
7p.m.
until
11p.m., Sunday
through Thursday, and from
7pm to midnight on Friday
and Saturday.
Usually, even on
its busiest days, the
lines move relatively quickly. As opposed to several
other haunted houses where an hour
to two-hour wait is expected, Netherworld gets you
into the house after about
a twenty minute wait.
The location for
Netherworld could not
have been better chosen. The Georgia Antique center offers not only a

vast amount of free space to stage
the operation, but also contributes
a sullen, stagnant atmosphere—perfect conditions for demons and
ghosts.
Netherworld offers a different
theme each year. This year’s theme
is the horrible mishaps of Dr. Randolph Vargas, a scientist and the
founder of Inner Sanctum Inc.
Inner Sanctum is a mental illness treatment foundation “dedicated to aggressively treating the most
severe forms of mental illness.” The
foundation’s bizarre practices have,
on several occasions, nearly had them
close down on account
of public health regulations. Their experiments are
so controversial that
they have
been limited to testing
only animal subjects
and indigent wards of
the state.
With the good
intentions of curing the
mental illnesses of his patients, Vargas has devised a machine called the
Preatorious Insinuator Mark 7 that
“extracts a madman’s greatest fears
and gives them flesh.” So that can’t
be good.
The walk through takes you both
through the asylum where Dr. Vargas’s patients have come to call home,
and the house beyond where their
now-living nightmares have settled
in for residence.
This year, Netherworld is offering an additional walk through feature called “House of Creeps in 3D.”
The “House of Creeps” impressively combines horrific 3D visual and
audio artistry in combination with
the standard workings of a Haunted House. Among the features this
year at the “House of Creeps” are an
actual alien autopsy, a Macro Virus
exposition and something scary that
has to do with clowns.
The price you pay for admission
into Netherworld $13 for entry into
the Inner Sanctum or $20 for admission into both the Inner Sanctum and the House of Creeps.
Visit
www.fearworld.com/
netherworld.htm for more information.
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Technique Crossword: Back to Basics
By Joey Katzen
Staff Writer
Across
1. ___ Lanka
4. Country simpleton
11. Recedes
15. Offer a hand
17. More tiny
18. Be strong, to Brutus
19. Aha! instigator
20. Detached
21. Chill
22. Bitterly sarcastic
24. Sajak of Wheel fame
25. One of Silent Bob’s friends
26. Intact
27. It can be halogen or incandescent
29. Birth of a Nation actress
30. Much ___ About Nothing
31. N Amer. Country
32. Winter holiday on AOL IM
34. ___ it isn’t so.
36. Rhinestone or ruby
38. Comprehensive quiz
42. Part of an Arnold quote
44. Dispenser candy
46. Dressing component
48. Off alternative
49. Javert frustration
52. A beehive, for instance
53. Parisian survey

Battle

from page 19

succeeds without question. Its jokes
are funny and its theme memorable. Beyond these features, it prides
itself on its Atlanta references, naming
most of the characters after Atlanta
neighborhoods and roads (Candler,
Sherwood, Ansley, Wiecua and
Holcomb) and inserting a number
of sideline jokes that longtime residents certainly appreciate.
Those not natively of the area

56. Paper source
57. Transmit electronically
60. Commedia dell’_____
61. Cleopatra killer
63. Sebastian’s home of song
65. Cain’s captive
66. Soviet satellite
68. Cheap dye
70. Party or aid preceder
72. Pompously impressive
75. Quartz compound
78. Guggenheim Bilbao architect
Gehry
79. Shaft do, for short
80. Marijuana sometimes, in California
81. Fountainhead framer
82. 1001 nights, once
84. Philosopher Immanuel
85. Border on
86. Enormous
87. Sicilian mount
88. Bambi, for instance
89. The afterlife (arch.)
90. Corn unit
Down
1. Nickelodeon goo
2. Chem I reaction
3. Helium or Neon
4. Statue of Liberty base
5. Certainly not a word
6. ___ a wrap
7. Idiotic

8. Eager
9. Under or be suffix
10. Former NHLer Bobby
11. Appraise
12. Boiled O-bread
13. Sound byte
14. Hide-and-go-_____
16. Nonsensical artist
23. Quest. reply
25. 48 Hours home
27. Cake level
28. Bombastic
32. South African
33. Jane Austin estate house
35. After, to Marie
37. Avoid
39. i.e. or n.b.
40. Backwoods feminist Hawkins,
of dance fame
41. Imp
43. Rhyme scheme
45. File store option
47. Born
50. FDR Veep H. ____ Wallace
51. Indian class
54. Obsolete Windows variety
55. Summoner
58. Human
59. Leave the throne
62. Assess a price proportionately
64. Attendance SNAFU
67. Pen cartridge contents
69. Pressure line

still left the theater entertained and
fulfilled by the experience, though
a number of them could be seen
throughout the performance nudging their chortling neighbors to inquire about the Hartsfield dirt
contract or a supposedly corrupt
superintendent of a local school district.
During this performance, most
attendees appeared to be OTP (‘outside the Perimeter’) residents who
had driven in to experience the ur-

ban surprises of the city, though
one could spot a smattering of young
intowners and college students on
the seat risers.
Peachtree Playhouse may be the
first extended-run theater in the area
(meaning shows don’t have to declare a closing date when they reserve the space—they may stay as
long as they’re able to sell tickets),
but it apparently will not be the last.
The writers of the play (who also
happen to own the theater) plan to
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71. Help out
72. Slope
73. Possible y-values
74. Final Fantasy guardian force
76. Pot plant, for short
77. Church platform

78. Mr. Rogers
80. Pleiades star
82. Consumed
83. Motor hotel

open another venue, the Ansley Park
Playhouse, on Peachtree across from
the Equifax building north of the
High Museum.
It will be showing another of the
writers’ plays, The Limousine Ride,
chronicling the conversations of four
recent first ladies as they are forced
to share a limousine.

opens Oct. 18 at the Ansley Park
Playhouse. Tickets for each show, which
run Thursday through Sunday nights,
are $23.50. They are available at
www.peachtreeplayhouse.com or by
calling 404-875-1193.
Occasionally, half-price tickets are
available the day of the performance
from the AtlanTIX ticket booth at
Underground Atlanta. For more information about ticket availablility ,
check out the AtlanTIX website online at www.atlantaperforms.com.

Peachtree Battle currently runs
through May 2003 at the Peachtree
Playhouse, and The Limousine Ride

Solutions on page 23
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Guys

By Takeshi Seida / © 2002 New Line Productions

Andrew Davoli (left), Vin Diesel (background), and Barry Pepper (right)
team up in a mob plot to transfer half a million dollars across the country.

from page 19

them back by showing compassion
for a young Matty Demaret.
The directors, Koppelman and
Levien, met as teenagers in Kennedy
Airport attending a school trip. They
became instant friends. Over the
years the two have practically become brothers. “We grew up watching all the same movies, and sharing
an interest in books and music. About
the only thing we didn’t share was
the same girl,” said Koppelman.
This special relationship aided
them in writing, directing and producing Knockaround Guys. “For us,
we had a really shared vision of the
thing. We wrote it together and we
knew what we were looking for,”
said Levien. “And we really do have
a shared language, so that we can
look at each other and know,” added Koppelman.
Prior to this production, they
had solely worked as writers. The
transition to directing was a relatively easy and welcome change. “It
was hard in some ways, but it was

natural because it’s just telling the
story…You just have a whole different set of tools: you have the sound
track, the music, the sound effects,
you have the camera work, the way
you wanna light a scene. Suddenly
you just have all kinds of other things

“We went to
Montana and drove
around for a week
and felt what it was
like to be outsiders.”
Brian Koppelman
Co-Director

at your disposal other than the page
to try to get the story across,” said
Levien.
Exhaustive research has become
the trademark of their productions.
“We spent a lot of time with wiseguys we could find…We went to

Montana and drove around for a
week and met sheriffs and deputies
and felt what it was like to be outsiders.”
Diesel’s character rents out illegal video game machines, so the
two directors went on collection runs
with his real-life analogue. “He’s
exactly like the Vin character, and
also a guy who was very connected
to organized crime, but was Jewish
like Vin’s character and so can’t get
ahead in that world,” said Koppelman.
Koppelman and Levien have a
true passion for their work and a
talent to convey their stories. Their
upcoming projects include Interview with the Assassin, concerning
the J.F.K. murder, which is due out
November. They have also written
a screenplay based on John Grisham’s
The Runaway Jury, which has just
started production. Knockaround
Guys brings together exceptional
talent in front of and behind the
camera. Don’t expect to see it bring
in any awards, but it should stand
out in this slow fall season.

ENTERTAINMENT

Live List

Tabernacle (152 Luckie St.)
(404) 659-9022
www.atlantaconcerts.com/tabernacle.asp
10/18 Of A Revolution (O.A.R.)
Roxy Theatre (3110 Roswell Rd.)
(404) 233-7699
www.atlantaconcerts.com/roxy.asp
10/12 Grey Goose Music Tour
10/17 The Rellim Tour featuring Filter
10/18 The Disco Biscuits
10/19 The Tragically Hip

X
H
O
S
A
S
L
I
M
E

I
N
K
A
B
A
A
N
S

P A I S
L I T T
I N S U
N T
P
L I
T
H
A D
S A Y
P E Z
A R R I
P
G E
A S P
R
R I
D I O S
F R O
A R A B
T I T A
E T E R

Masquerade (695 North Ave.)
(404) 577-2007
www.masq.com
10/11 District 6/Wastegate/Buttonhook
10/13 Kittie/Antigone Rising
10/18 Tanjent/X-List/Shellshock/Frost
10/19 Gogol Bordello

Echo Lounge (551 Flat Shoals Rd.)
(404) 681-3600
www.echostatic.com/echolounge
10/11 Ladyfest South
10/12 Ladyfest South
10/13 Cinerama/Ballboy
10/14 Revenge of the Robots Tour
10/15 God Loves Ugly Tour
10/18 Tom Collins/Dres the Beatnik
10/19 Magnapop/Tim Lee/The HOTS
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The Earl (488 Flat Shoals Ave.)
(404) 522-3950
www.badearl.com
10/11 Ladyfest South
10/15 Bob Mould
10/16 Rolin’s Comedy Cavalcade
10/17 Rosa Believe
10/18 The Hiss/Je Suis France
10/19 Doug Martsch/Mike Johnson

Variety Playhouse (1099 Euclid Ave.)
(404) 521-1786
www.variety-playhouse.com
10/11 Jump, Little Children
10/12 Dave Matthews Cover Band
10/17 MeShell Ndegéocello
10/18 Marcia Ball
10/19 Johnny Winter
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Smith’s Olde Bar (1580 Piedmont Ave.)
(404) 875-1522
www.smithsoldebar.com
10/11 Squat/Cadillac Jones
10/12 Hot August Knights/Blankety Blank
10/13 Eliot James & the Snakes/Bonepony
10/14 July for Kings/Ken Johnson Band
10/15 Hard Raisin’/Deja Blue
10/16 Railroad Earth/David Gans
10/17 The Hackensaw Boys/James McMurtry
10/18 Field Day/Acres/Magno
10/19 Aerial/Lotustarr/United

10 High (816 North Highland Ave.)
(404) 873-3607
www.darkhorseatlanta.com
10/11 Catfight!/Cards in Spokes
10/12 Simple Sick Device/The Veins
10/14 Bleuspace/Ludowici/DJ Amphion
10/15 The Bibles/The High Strung
10/16 Fambooey/Jonasay/Cookout
10/17 Defriender/The Limit/Tilden’s Faith
10/18 Sourmash/Brighter Shade/One Louder
10/19 Metroscene/Persona/Tunamint
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Cotton Club (152 Luckie St.)
(404) 688-1193
www.atlantaconcerts.com/cottonclub.asp
10/17 Legendary Pink Dots
10/21 Glassjaw

...Two Bits
...101010101010101010101010101...
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Star Bar (437 Moreland Ave.)
(404) 681-9018
www.starbar.net
10/11 The Reverend Horton Heat
10/16 The Hot Club of Cowtown
10/17 Gene Loves Jezebel/Dynamite Bros.
10/18 Hangin’ Francis/The Bibles
10/19 Mastodon/The Unpersons
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There are two kinds of people in
the world. Okay, how many times
has the TwoBits Man started with
that observation? A lot. Nonetheless, there are two types who come
to mind: healthy and unhealthy.
This is a shocking revelation for
you, I’m sure. Still, it’s a fact. There
are the people whose ideal Saturday
is spent in a recliner in front of the
game with a cheesesteak, a pack of
Reds and a six-pack. If this brings
them happiness, then I have one
thing to say: Kick ass!
Of course, there are the healthy
people, who would rather be in Piedmont Park with a pair of inline
skates, a bottle of Evian and their
dog. If this brings them happiness,
then I have one thing to say: Kick
ass!
So, what makes this dichotomy
worth bringing up in my column?
The two groups have always fascinated me because they are constantly
clashing. Why does it bother the
jogger so much that dude number
one enjoys his cheesesteak? That
really frustrates me. It has become
fashionable these days to scorn the
out-of-shape. What gives the compulsively healthy the right to speak
ill of the humble cheesesteak-eater?
After all, carnage is yummy.
Then, it hit me! There are zillions of organizations out there so
the healthy can unionize and brag
about their body-as-a-temple ways.
This provides strength in numbers,
so they can feel self-righteous about
the fact that they’re gonna live decades longer.
I think that someone should start
an organization devoted to the hobby
of being a sloth. I feel that the North
Atlanta Recliner Society would be

great, because it would be the first
organization outside of the Mafia
in which people could proudly refer to themselves as Fat Vinnie.
Not that I am trying to diss the
healthy people of the world either.
In fact, I am in the DMZ between
the healthy zone and the unhealthy
zone, but I’m trying to claw my way
onto healthy territory. I couldn’t in
good conscience call myself Fat Vinnie anyway; my name’s not Vincent.

What gives the
compulsively healthy
the right to speak ill of
the humble
cheesesteak eater?
After all, carnage is
yummy.
Though I do like my carnage, I
decided to start rollerblading last
week. This brings forth many valuable lessons that I have learned about
the sport:
1)
Falling on your butt is not
fun. I’ve read the popular self-help
book Falling on Your Ass Can be
Fun and Rewarding, but the title
lies. I reiterate that falling on your
butt is not fun. Through much empirical evidence, it has become imminently obvious that gravity is a
fickle heartbreaker.
2)
Safety gear is stupid looking. The TwoBits man was a rotund child before discovering the
majesty of dieting. Watching cy-

clists go by, I used to snicker and
think how stupid their outfits looked.
Well, after reaching a quite adequate body size, I still thought that
safety gear looked stupid.
Now, I have my own gear, because as many new skaters learn, a
very effective way to stop is to dive
flat on your wrists, and then let
your knees absorb the remainder of
the damage. Sound fun? It sure is,
but nowhere near as exciting as when
you get to experience a summersault, hence the helmet. Of course,
I still think the gear looks stupid.
3)
Learning to skate will completely shock your friends. For some
reason, people act like this is the
strangest thing that you could possibly do. Every friend I’ve told has
looked at me, started laughing and
said, “Two Bits Man, why?” Don’t
believe me? Try this little experiment. First, tell half of your friends
that you took up inline skating. Tell
the other half that you’ve decided
to become a Buddhist monk. My
money says that the rollerblade
friends will be markedly more
shocked.
Perhaps out of deference to my
friends, I should have taken up a
less shocking physical activity to stay
in shape. Maybe spear throwing or
NASCAR driving would suffice. For
those of you who say that’s not a
physical sport, then you should definitely talk to someone who will tell
you differently. At any rate, I’m
gonna stick with rollerblading for
the duration. Until next week, this
is your badly bruised Two Bits Man
reminding you that if you’re a vegetarian, you’ll live longer, but if you’re
not, you get the satisfaction of annoying vegetarians.
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Topplin’ the Terps

Are you a winner?

Check out our football preview for
the next gridiron match against the
Terps on Thursday. Page 27.

Check out the winners from Football
Forecast and submit your picks
online for this week. Page 27.
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Buzz vies for nation’s No. 1 mascot

bythe

numbers

69
Length of the touchdown pass (in
yards) that Damarius Bilbo threw
to Kerry Watkins with 10:06 remaining in Saturday’s game against
Wake Forest’s Demon Deacons.

7

Number of consecutive seasons that
Georgia Tech has captured the Division I team title for Cross Country. The team successfully defended
their title last Saturday in the Georgia Intercollegiate Championships.

21
National ranking of the Georgia
Tech Volleyball Team in the most
recent USA Today/Coaches Poll.
The team is 3-1 in the ACC and
18-3 overall.

35
Number of seconds that Katie Griffin
beat her nearest competitor by at
the Georgia Intercollegiate Championships. Griffin was the first overall
finisher and was named the ACC’s
Cross Country Performer of the
Week.

By Finny Turner
Contributing Writer
He’s lovable, mysterious and
sweet. He’s our very own Buzz. If
anyone has ever attended a Tech
sporting event, they know that he is
not only a mascot, a cheerleader
and an ambassador, but as much a
part of Tech tradition as the Tech
Tower, George P. Burdell or
the Ramblin’ Wreck.
Urban legend says that
Buzz showed up sometime in the late 1970s
as an unofficial cheerleader for the home
football games. Since
the students and fans
loved Buzz’s antics, the
GT cheerleading squad
soon adopted him. Today Buzz is actually a
member of the cheerleading squad, and even attends a special mascot
camp hosted yearly by the
National Cheering Association at Myrtle Beach.
“Buzz is very nervous
and mischievous. He likes
to be the center of attention,”
says the fifth-year senior and thirdyear Buzz.
Because of his popularity, Buzz
is called upon for many duties as the

official Tech mascot. Along with
the obvious duty of attending sporting events, Buzz is involved with
charity events, team photos,

sports conventions, and official Georgia Tech events such as the annual
President’s Dinner. Buzz can also
be hired for social gatherings, such
as weddings and birthday parties.

Buzz also has the duty to help
choose a successor during cheerleading tryouts. It is important for Buzz to live up to
the winning tradition that
the Yellow Jackets come
to expect. Buzz has been
named an All-American
mascot on numerous
occasions.
Those trying out
for Buzz attend a
three-day camp during tryouts in which
they are taught how
to be Buzz, learning
the walk, mannerisms
and hand gestures. After the workshop, tryouts are held, where the
former Buzz joins other
judges to decide who will
receive the honor of being
the next Buzz.
If you have ever wondered
who Buzz is underneath the
suit, well so does the
rest of the world. The
number one rule of Buzz
is that his true identity
not be announced until
after his term is complete. Buzz is
also not allowed to talk while in
uniform. But the key to understandSee BUZZ, page 27

Tech’s pep band out of penalty box
Ice hockey players stood by their band even with the
threat of losing their national tournament eligibility

atlanta

thrashers
hint: Suggs

57
Here’s the number...what does it
represent?

on
deck
Event

Date

WT at ITA All-American 10/8-10/13
VB at Clemson
10/11
G at Jerry Pate Collegiate
10/14-15
VB at Duke
10/15
FB at Maryland
10/17
VB- Women’s Volleyball, FB – Football
G- Men’s Golf, WT- Women’s Tennis
MT-Men’s Tennis

The nationally-ranked volleyball
team travels to Clemson to take on
the Tigers at Jervey Gym. Friday's
match marks the 35th meeting between the Yellow Jackets and Clemson, with the Tigers holding the
edge, 23-11. Tech defeated the Tigers twice last year during the regular season and has won the last four
contests, dating back to the 2000
season. The Jackets will be playing
without one player, Lynnette Moster,
who was injured Saturday against
North Carolina. Blair Moon will
replace her in the lineup.

Basketball practice
starts this weekend
The men’s basketball team
opened practice this weekend, beginning with two practices a day
until Tuesday. The team had the
biggest in-season turnaround in ACC
history last season by winning seven of their last eight league games,
finished tied for fifth in the conference at 7-9 and 15-16 overall.
Seven letter winners return for
Paul Hewitt's third season as Head
Coach. The Jackets are picked by
many to finish in the top half of the
ACC. The team will still be one of
the youngest teams in the conference and will rely heavily on a pair
of incoming freshmen, swingman
Chris Bosh and␣ point guard Jarret
Jack.
The Jackets’ first game will be
Nov. 10 with an exhibition game
against the Southeastern All-Stars,
then they face Nike-Marathon in a
second exhibition on Nov. 19.

Golf places 11th
at Ping tourney

number
challenge

To enter email the Sports Editor at
sports@technique.gatech.edu with
the correct answer to the challenge.
A winner will be selected from among
the qualified entries. The winner
will receive a pair of tickets to an
Atlanta Thrashers home game, where
admission is always $8 for a seat in
the $36 section with a student ID.␣
Visit www.atlantathrashers.com for
more info on college nights.

Volleyball takes on
Clemson Tigers
tonight at 7 p.m.

By Daniel Uhlig / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The Georgia Tech golf team
improved its team score over the
final round of play, but was unable
to make a significant move in the
team standings, finishing in a tie
for 11th at the Ping/Golfweek Preview in Stillwater, Okla.
The 54-hole tournament was
contested at the par-72, 7,290-yard
Karsten Creek Golf Club, which
will host of the 2003 NCAA Championships. Senior Troy Matteson
was Tech’s top finisher for the second time this year.

The Georgia Tech Hockey Club took a team vote and decided not to compete in the Memorial Health Hockey
Classic unless the pep band was allowed by tournament sponsors to travel with them to Savannah.

football

with forfeits to participate in the
national tournament, were to consider the tournament games a forfeit for Tech. The tournament’s
contenders are Georgia Tech, UGA,
FSU and the University of Florida.
Luckily, Memorial Health, the
tournament sponsor, and the Tech
icers were able to work out the difficulties.
“We were concerned about liability issues after the last tournament,” said Jack Boylston of
Memorial Health. “We’ve been assured that there will be supervision
this year.”

forecast

By Derek Haynes
Managing Editor
After a brief stay in the penalty
box, the Tech hockey pep band will
attend the Memorial Health Hockey Classic in Savannah on Jan. 1718.
Tournament officials concerned
over liability issues after several altercations between the band and
fans at the tournament last year,
informed the team that the band
would not be allowed to attend the
annual tournament. However, members of Tech’s most popular club
sport wouldn’t allow its seventh man
to stay off the ice.

“The folks in Savannah told us
they didn’t what the band there,”
said Roland Sperlich, Tech’s goalie
and a mechanical engineering graduate student. “They said the band
created a ruckus.”
The hockey squad then held a
team vote, where they pledged to
play in the tournament only if the
band could perform. It was a major
risk for the hockey squad, which
finished third nationally in division
III at last year’s American College
Hockey Association’s national championship.
The icers would lose their national tournament eligibility if the
ACHA, which does not allow teams

See Band, page 27

Arkansas vs. Auburn
Oklahoma vs. Texas
Liberty vs. Akron
LSU vs. Florida
Penn State vs. Michigan
Ball State vs. Toledo
Florida State vs. Miami
Colgate vs. Princeton
Tennessee vs. Georgia
NC State vs. North Carolina

Submit your picks at:
nique.net/footballforecast
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Prediction: Maryland 34 - Georgia Tech 17
Preview By David Rottman
Quarterback:
Maryland will look to junior Scott McBrien to lead the offense. McBrien has
completed 54.2 percent of his passes for 971 yards with six touchdowns and four
interceptions. His backup Chris Kelley has been ineffective when playing, throwing no
touchdowns but three interceptions.
A.J. Suggs has yet to find favor with the Tech faithful. Despite completing 57 percent
of his pass attempts, Suggs has thrown six interceptions. Suggs has also failed to show the
capability to put this Yellow Jacket team on his back and carry them to victory. Recently
Coach Chan Gailey has given red-shirt freshman Damarius Bilbo meaningful time under
center. Bilbo threw a 69-yard touchdown pass to Kerry Watkins against Wake Forest to
give the Jackets a 21-16 lead before the team eventually fell 24-21.
Advantage: Even
Running Backs:
Maryland has been without 2001 ACC Offensive Player of the Year Bruce Perry the
entire season. The Terps have used a platoon of three backs, Chris Downs, Josh Allen, and
Mario Merrills to make up for Perry’s absence. The trio has combined for 798 yards and
eleven touchdowns.
Following a breakout performance in his first career start against UNC, Ace Aziemefe
sputtered against Wake Forest. The true freshman ran for only 47 yards on just eleven
carries.
Advantage: Maryland
Wide Receivers:
Maryland has a group of tall and talented receivers. Senior Scooter Monroe and
juniors Latrez Harrison and Jafar Williams are all above 6’2”. They should have success
against Tech’s small secondary.
The Yellow Jackets receiving corps has been carried by senior Kerry Watkins.
Watkins leads the Jackets with 30 receptions for 528 yards (an average of 17.6 yardsper-catch) and three scores. Senior Will Glover has 19 grabs for 204 yards and three
touchdowns. Junior Jonathan Smith and true freshman Lekeldrick Bridges have each
also have over 100 yards on the season.
Advantage: Georgia Tech
Offensive Line:
The Terrapin offensive line has allowed ten sacks on the season. They have also been
able to control the line of scrimmage to allow for their running back trio to rush for almost
800 yards on the season. The Terps have a team yards-per-carry average of 4.2.
The Jackets have likewise allowed eleven sacks partially due to A.J. Suggs lack of
mobility. They have opened good holes for Tech backs to run through. Tech is averaging
4.4 yards-per-carry.
Advantage: Even

Defensive Line:
Maryland’s defensive front has 12.5 sacks, led by defensive tackle Randy Starks with five.
The Terrapin defensive line’s purpose is to occupy opposing offensive lines to free up the
linebackers to make plays.
Georgia Tech’s defensive line has only nine of the team’s 15 sacks. This is partially due to
the loss of Gathers, thus allowing teams to double team sophomore Tony Hargrove. While
Hargrove has only two sacks, he has been able to get in the backfield and disrupt the run with
six tackles for loss, good for second on the team.
Advantage: Even
Linebackers:
E.J. Henderson. That is all you need to know about Maryland’s linebackers. The one-man
wrecking crew is both a Butkus and Nagurski award finalist. The 2001 ACC Defensive Player
of the Year has a team high 73 tackles, a team high 5.5 sacks, and one interception for good
measure. Joining Henderson are weak-side backer Leon Joe, and strong-side backer Leroy
Ambush.
Tech has a talented trio of juniors Key Fox and Daryl Smith and senior Recardo Wimbush.
Fox leads the team with 49 tackles, eight for loss. Smith is second with 45 stops, with six
coming behind the line of scrimmage.
Advantage: Maryland
Secondary:
The Terrapins have a solid secondary. This group is led by junior safeties Dennard Wilson
and Madieu Williams, who each have 28 tackles on the season, with Williams recording a team
high three interceptions. Corners Curome Cox and Domonique Foxworth round out this
unit. Tech has also gotten solid play from senior safeties Jeremy Muyers and Cory Collins, who
have combined for 59 tackles and three interceptions. Corners Marvious Hester and Jonathan
Cox are solid cover-men, but have lacked big play ability; with both failing to intercept a pass
all season.
Advantage: Even
Special Teams:
Maryland has gotten solid production from its special teams. Sophomore kicker Nick
Novak is 10-13 on field goals and 22-22 on PATs. Senior punter Brooks Barnard is averaging
a solid 43.2 yards-per-punt. Return man Steve Suter is a dangerous punt returner, with a 13.9
yards-per-return average and two touchdowns.
Tech special teams have been slightly under the standard set in previous years. Luke
Manget and Dan Burnett are a combined 2-7 on field goals. Punter combo Dan Dyke and
Chris Morehouse have combined for a 42.5 yards-per-punt average. Punt returner Kelley
Rhino is averaging a respectable 10.6 yards on his returns.
Advantage: Maryland
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Buzz

Beyond the White and Gold

Ranting about the radio

from page28

ing him is to watch his hands. He
compensates for his lack of speech
through hand gestures that show
his feelings and ideas.
In order to be Buzz, you have to
be in excellent physical condition.
If you have ever observed Buzz after
the Jackets score a touchdown, you
will see that he is busy doing pushups. I guess that doesn’t sound so

By John Parsons
Senior Staff Writer

“Buzz is very nervous
and mischievous. He
likes to be the center
of attention. ”
Buzz
Tech’s No. 1 Cheerleader

bad, but imagine doing push-ups
in the heavy mascot suit while you
trust numerous Swarm fans and
cheerleaders to support you.
Recently, if you were around the
Atlanta University Center, you may
have seen our beloved Buzz representing Georgia Tech.
He was at Morehouse College’s
chapel shooting a commercial along
with 12 other college mascots. The
theme is a beauty pageant where
fans actually vote for their favorite

Band
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from page 28

Sperlich does suggest that the
band wasn’t completely innocent
at the last tournament, which Tech
won, but he’s confident there won’t
be any major situations this year.
“We put our rep on the line for
the band this year,” said Sperlich.
Boylston emphasized that he
wants the band at the tournament.
“Anything that contributes to
the atmosphere is great,” said Bolyston. “We were only concerned about
supervision.”
Meanwhile, the 7-0 icers are

By Andrew Saulters / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Buzz has been named an All-American mascot on numerous occasions.
Buzz’s true identity is secretly guarded until after his term is complete.
mascot.
That’s right, Tech students. We,
being a technological school so deeply
involved and reliant upon our computers, can get another opportunity
to show our school spirit one mouse
click at a time. You can go online at
www.capitalonebowl.com and vote
for your favorite furry friend. The

winner will be announced on Jan.
1, 2003 at what used to be the Citrus Bowl. So, let’s get on our computers and let the public know the
truth—Buzz is truly the No. 1 mascot in the nation.

building on the success of last year.
Their only close contest was a 4-3

low Jackets, who played Georgia in
front of over 12,000 fans following
a Thrashers game last year at Philips Arena, will play three games on
the Philips Arena ice this season.
Those games include an October 19 face-off against Duke and a
pair of contests against the Bulldogs (December 1 and March 28).
Tickets in the $35 section will be
available for $20, or student tickets
for all three games are $45.

“We put our rep on
the line for the band
this year.”
Roland Sperlich
Hockey Club Goalie

win over last season’s College Hockey
South champion Florida. The Yel-

To vote for Buzz online:
www.capitalonebowl.com.

For more information about the Tech
ice hockey team, feel free to visit the
website at www.gthockey.com.

Is anyone out there really entertained by the stunts radio morning
shows pull every morning? I ask this
because they just seem to get the
DJs, and stations for that matter,
into more trouble than they’re worth.
Take the case of Beau Duran,
morning personality for KUPD-FM
in Phoenix. He thought it would be
funny to call the late Darryl Kile’s
widow, Flynn Kile, and ask if she
had a date to the Cardinal’s playoff
game against the Diamondbacks last
Thursday. Needless to say, she didn’t
think it was funny and neither did
the Cardinals organization.
As you may recall, Darryl Kile
was found dead in his hotel room
back in June. It was later found that
he had a blocked coronary artery
and an enlarged heart. Kile’s preseason physical had missed his abnormally large heart. I don’t think I
need to tell most of you that this
stunt was a terrible idea. If any of
you reading this work for WREK,
just file this under “Bad Idea.” The
DJ has now been fired, and rightly
so.
This begs the question in my
mind of why radio stations put up
with the shock value morning show
competitions. I hear people all the
time complaining about the lack of
music on morning radio. Never does
anyone say, “I hope those DJs come
up with a clever way to offend someone today. That would be hilarious.”

On a light note, since baseball is
over in my mind (meaning there
will be absolutely no baseball commentary here for the remainder of
the playoffs), I figure it is high time
we decide on the greatest sports video
game of all time. Below are my nominees along with why I feel they
deserve the nod. Send your picks to
best_sports_game@hotmail.com
and we’ll check out the results.
Tecmo Super Bowl
Is there any need for an explanation? This game left out everything
wrong with football to create easily
one of the best video games of all
time. There are no penalties, no
excruciating waits for instant replays,
and no over-complicated playbooks.
Plus, this game made legends out of
Bo Jackson and Christian Okoye.
RBI Baseball
I’m staying old school for a little bit
longer for this one. It gets nominated on the same principle as TSB. It
simplified the game to make it faster paced and more fun to play.
NCAA Football 2003
This series gets better every year, so
I’ll nominate the newest one. If nothing else, with well over 100 teams,
this game has endless replay value.
(Can you win the Fiesta Bowl with
Prairie View A&M? How about Troy
State?) Over the last few years they’ve
improved the game with respect to
the personality of the teams. For
example, you can’t throw the ball
40 times a game and expect to win
with Nebraska.
Hon. Mention: Bases Loaded 2,
NHL ’93, FIFA ’98, NFL Blitz
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Last week’s winners:

John Rafferty
Andre Evans
Demetria Mitchell
Karl Guertin

