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Student Center, CCF hit in
string of campus break-ins
By Jennifer Hinkel
News Editor

By Daniel Uhlig / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

At Sunday’s final home game, Jacket fans Kelly Walden, Jennifer Henderson, Maria de la
Torriente, Stacey Mahady, Jennifer Johnson, and Melissa Matassa painted their stomachs
with the words “GO TECH” to show their spirit. For more on the game, turn to page 32.

Space reallocation shuffles
departments around ‘Hill’
By Jennifer LaHatte
News Staff
Shuffleboard is the game on
the ‘Hill’ these days. As new buildings are completed, space in more
historic buildings has opened for
renovation and new occupants.
The core area of campus stretching from the slope up Bobby Dodd
Way to the corner of Ferst Drive
and North Avenue, affectionately
known as the Hill district, is home
to many of Tech’s older, more
historic buildings.
These buildings house a varied
collection of departments, ranging from Financial Planning to
Modern Languages. In hopes to
achieve a more structured, space
efficient environment, the Master
Plan for Georgia Tech aims to
build new buildings to meet current needs for modern, technical
spaces, such as laboratories, and

free up existing older buildings,
allowing for reallocation.
“That’s basically the pattern that
we have, build something new,
draw out occupants from buildings that don’t meet their needs
anymore, and release them for other
departments that may have lower
level requirements for space,” said
Steve Swant, Associate Vice President of Budget and Planning.
Construction of the Manufacturing Related Discipline Complex (MRDC) building drew most
of the Mechanical Engineering activity out of the Coon building,
while the construction of the
Bioengineering and Biosciences
building vacated the Weber building.
According to Swant, after renovation on these two buildings,
which is expected to start in the
See Hill, page 5

They also tried to remove a second,
more expensive phone, but the burglars
were unsuccessful at their attempt. AcIn the third break-in incident in two cording to the police incident report,
weeks near central campus, one or more several movie passes were taken for a March
perpetrators entered the MOVE office 15 event.
on the third floor of
Steele specthe Student Center
ulated that the perbetween 3:00 a.m.
may have
“I chased [the suspect] petrators
and 4:15 a.m. on Sunbeen searching for
out the back door and
day, February 25.
cash when they enRich Steele, Directered the offices; they
across the parking lot
tor of the Student
found none.
with the hunting knife.”
Center, assessed the
“This is the
damage on Monday
kind of crime that
Gary Gross
morning.
really bugs me,” said
Aerospace Senior
He believes that
Steele. Although
the perpetrators ennothing of large valtered the offices by
ue was taken, repairs
climbing onto a table in a hallway, re- and increased security measures, such as
moving ceiling tiles, and using a cable to rekeying the building, have significant
unlatch a door. Once inside, they stole a costs.
small telephone valued at $25 and van“There are no opportunities to steal”
dalized two metal cabinets, which had
See Theft, page 16
been locked.

Biomedical Engineering program
awaits Board of Regents approval
By Mary DeCamp
News Staff
Tech’s Undergrad Program will
soon be adding a new major. Beginning this fall, students will have the
option of majoring in Biomedical
Engineering (BME).
“We expect the Board of Regents to approve this program no
later than at their May meeting. No
other approvals are needed,” said
Dr. Paul Benkeser, Associate Chair
for Undergraduate Studies in the
Georgia Tech/Emory Department
of Biomedical Engineering.
“We currently lose some of our
best applicants to other schools who
have biomedical engineering as an
undergraduate major. I expect things
to change when these students have
access to a great program at a reasonable price,” said Randy McDow,

Coordinator of the President’s Scholar Program.
“The proposal to create the Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Engineering Program was approved by
Georgia Tech’s Academic Senate
on December 5, 2000,” said Benkeser. The proposal is currently awaiting approval by the Board of Regents
of the University System of Georgia.
Information about the BME degree program will be included in
future course catalogs and other publications.
“Undergraduate Admissions will
add information about the BME
degree program to our prospective
student publications used to recruit
and enroll the 2002-2003 class of
new students,” said Deborah Smith,
Director of Admissions.
For now, students interested in

the program can consult the BME
Web site for information at http://
www.bme.gatech.edu/degrees/
bs.html.
This program will be phased into
the system over a 3-year period. First
and second-year courses will be available in the 2001-2002 academic year.
Third-year courses will be available
starting Fall Semester 2002, and
fourth-year courses in this program
will become available Fall 2003.
“One Biomedical Engineering
course will be taught this fall. Only
current Georgia Tech students who
change their majors to Biomedical
Engineering will be eligible to take
this course,” said Benkeser.
Currently, the Georgia Tech/Emory Department of Biomedical Engineering has only 12 faculty
See Biomed, page 3

Stinger driver fired over refusal to stop
By Jody Shaw
Managing Editor
A Stinger bus driver lost her temper and drove herself into unemployment after she abandoned her
normal route and refused to make
stops for the bus full of students she
was carrying.
Instead, she held them in the
bus against their will and made many
of them late to class.
The joy ride began for many students after they boarded the Stinger
in front of the Fitten dormitory.
The first event in a series of disturbing actions occurred as the bus approached the Center Street stop.
“There were four students who

wanted to get on, and the driver
stopped and then left again without
letting anyone on. We hollered at
her to stop and let them on, but she
kept on going while she yelled at us
that it was our fault she didn’t let
them on,” Sarah Hibbs, a Biology
student who was on her way to her
8:00 a.m. class, said.
According to several students,
most of the riders were standing in
the aisle towards the back of the
bus; one student was standing towards the front.
The students claim there was plenty of room for more people to board,
but the driver claimed she did not
see the space.
After an awkward period of yell-

ing, the Stinger continued en route.
The students on board, including
second-year Mechanical Engineering major Christyn Magill, believed
the confrontation had ended.
They were wrong.
“The next incident to occur is
what really disturbed me. At the
stop at Ferst and Atlantic…there
were several people who rang the
buzzer to get off to go to class,”
Magill said.
“[The driver] yelled to the back
of the bus that there were times
when she would stop when people
buzzed and nobody got off, so that
she wasn’t going to stop unless peoSee Drive, page 5

By Daniel Uhlig / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Students on a Stinger rode around campus as a driver refused to stop
Tuesday morning. The students were late to class, and the driver was fired.
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Problem of purchasing weapons grows on Atlanta campuses
By Tony Kluemper
Assistant News Editor
In the past few years, the Atlanta
field office of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF)
has noticed a new trend among metro
Atlanta college campuses. According to Supervisory Special Agent of
the ATF Kevin Richardson, this trend
is what is known as the “straw purchasing” of firearms.
“Basically, what is happening is
that many college students are being targeted as straw purchasers,”
said Richardson.
“The student is approached,
many times by another student, to
purchase a number of guns under
their name, and in exchange receive
a decent amount of profit to sell the
guns back to the student that approached them,” said Richardson.
“This ability to make a profit so

easily is appealing to many students.”
However, Richardson pointed
out that what these students do not
realize is what is happening to the

“The gun is like a
fingerprint. All we
have to do is raise the
serial number. ”
Kevin Richardson
ATF Special Agent
guns once the weapons are sold.
“Many times, the guns are transported to other states such as New
York or Pennsylvania, where they
can be sold to convicted drug dealers or even murderers,” said Richardson. “This is really what gets the

students in trouble with the law.”
“Once the gun is traced back to
the original buyer, that buyer will
be charged with numerous federal
crimes and can end up serving 5-10
years in a federal penitentiary,” said
Richardson. “This is exactly what
we don’t want to happen.”
In the past year the ATF Atlanta
Field Office has launched a program to help to promote awareness
of the growing problem of straw
purchasing on Atlanta campuses.
On February 23, three ATF
agents visited Tech to talk to a group
of students, police officers, and faculty about the trend in straw purchasing and what steps needed to
be taken to improve awareness of
the problem.
“Our main goal right now is to
raise awareness of the problem,” said
Richardson.
“We are trying to do this through

our program that is geared specifically toward college students. We
have distributed pamphlets at colleges throughout the area, that were
designed with the college audience

“We are going to do
everything we can to
get this information to
the students.”
Jack Vickery
Georgia Tech Chief of Police
in mind.”
The ATF agents also pointed out
that students need to realize that
guns can easily be traced back to the
original purchaser using serial numbers.
“The gun is like a fingerprint,”

said Richardson. “All we have to do
is raise the serial number and all of
the buyer’s info shows up on our
computers.”
Overall, Richardson does realize
that the straw purchasing of weapons has not been a major problem
on Tech’s campus, but he feels that
the only way to prevent incidents is
to make sure students are aware of
the consequence at hand.
“If you are caught as a straw purchaser, the years can easily pile up,
due to the fact that there are numerous federal laws that the straw purchaser violates,” said Richardson.
“You will become a federal criminal and will most likely serve between 85 and 100 percent of your
sentence.”
“In the end, what I want the
students to realize is that they can
See ATF, page 3

Finally, Spring Break is here! Things are looking up! Not to mention that, well, everything else seems to be going well, too (exception: Calc III).
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News briefs
Expansion Task Force seeks ideas for bookstore space
The Student Center Expansion Task Force is gathering input for
the allocation of space in the bookstore mall. While this group is not
considering specific space allocation requests at this time, they are
assisting the administration in a "needs assessment" to help determine
how the space should be used and what functions should reside in this
building.
Students interested in submitting ideas should do so by March 30
following the following guidelines. Submissions must include a contact person's name, phone number, and e-mail address. If a proposal is
from a student organization or campus department, the statement
should include the name of the organization or department. The task
force encourages students to concentrate on “big picture” ideas, such as
how the space should be used, what kind of atmosphere students would
like to see achieved, and what kind of functions students would like to
see occur. Direct requests for space on behalf of departments and
organizations are not being handled by this group.
Proposals should be restricted to roughly one page or about 250
words maximum. Submit proposals electronically to
stucencomments@stucen.gatech.edu.

Library announces Spring Break operating hours
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Clough addresses Undergraduate House
By Mary DeCamp
Senior News Staff
President G. Wayne Clough was
the guest speaker at the February 27
meeting of the Undergraduate House
of Representatives. He addressed
several issues pertinent to campus,
as well as his concerns and goals for
Tech’s future.
Clough discussed undergraduate learning issues, saying that better documentation of undergraduate
teaching would begin next year; student course surveys are not enough.
He also expressed his wish to see
more students get involved with the
Georgia State Legislature through
internships and other means.
Clough announced that about
9,300 applications for freshman
admission have been received this
year for 2,000 available spaces. The

size of the freshman class has been
slightly decreased; the administration hopes that this move will increase the student retention rate after
freshman year.
Clough also discussed the upcoming construction projects scheduled to affect campus in the next
few years. Among these are SAC II,
a Biomedical Engineering building,
and Technology Square, the new
name of the Fifth Street Project.
Clough mentioned that Tech
more than doubled its Capital Campaign fundraising goal, receiving over
$700 million.
Barbara Wilson, the Communication and Student Relations Coordinator for Auxiliary Services,
spoke to the representatives about
upcoming events around campus.
The Ferst Center will hold an
Open House on Tuesday, March

The library will not be open on a regular schedule from Saturday,
March 3 to Saturday, March 10. Instead, the following schedule will be
in place. On Saturday, March 3, the library will open from 9:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. On Sunday, March 4, the library is closed with no study hall.
From Monday, March 5 through Friday, March 9, the library will be
open from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., with no study hall. The library is
closed on Saturday, March 10, with no study hall, and will resume
regular hours on Sunday, March 11.

Ellingwood elected to National Acad. of Engineering
Bruce R. Ellingwood, chair of the School of Civil and Environmental Engineering, has been elected by the National Academy of Engineering (NAE) for membership in the Academy. The honor is among
the top professional distinctions for American and foreign engineers.
Ellingwood, who joined Georgia Tech last September, was selected
based on his contributions to engineering theory and practice, said
NAE President Wm. A Wulf. In honoring Ellingwood, the NAE
specifically noted his leadership in the use of probability and statistics
in the design of structures and in the development of new design
procedures in structural engineering.

Biomed

from page 1

members. Over the next four years
the Department hopes to add 15
more faculty members, increasing
the total size to 27 members.
The Department also has no
building of its own. Its faculty and
administrative offices are temporarily
being housed in the Bioengineering and Bioscience Building. However, that building has no
instructional facilities such as classrooms and labs.
“With a little luck, construction
of the new Biomedical Engineering
Building will begin within a year.
However, this new building won’t
likely be ready for occupation prior
to Fall 2003,” said Benkeser.
After the completion of the building and a faculty expansion, the administration anticipates admitting

up to 100 students per year. Certain requirements exist for new and
current students who wish to be
considered for this program.
For at least the next two years,
new students will be required to
complete at least one semester at
Tech, which must include Calculus
I or II, before being considered for
admission into this program.
“Among other factors, academic rigor and performance at Tech
will determine admission,” said Benkeser.
Current Tech students interested in switching to BME must submit a pre-application form to change
their major to Biomedical Engineering. Starting next week, an electronic pre-application form will be
available on the BME Web site. The
deadline for completion of this application is Friday, March 30.
Admission to the program may

By David Ziskind / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

UHR Representatives Kent Siebeneck and Nate Watson listen intently as
President Clough addresses the undergraduates last Tuesday evening.
be easier for new students than for
current students wishing to switch
majors.
“We hope to be able to accommodate all students wanting to major in BME. However, the current
students changing majors to BME
will create the greatest strain on our
resources because they will take most
of their courses prior to the completion of the new building. Thus we
will probably be able to accommodate more new students than we
will change of majors,” said Benkeser.
An Information Session for students considering changing their
major to Biomedical Engineering
will be held on Monday March 19
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in Room
205 of the Instructional Center.
Anyone will questions about this
degree program may email them to
undergrad@bme.gatech.edu.

“Lent is NOT just one day.” — Matt B.

ATF

from page 2

ruin their entire future simply because they thought they were just
making some quick cash. They need
to be aware of the consequences of
their actions.”
The next step, according to the
ATF, is to spread awareness on campus. Richardson hopes that distribution of the pamphlets will help to
alert students of the risks.
“If ATF can be of any further
assistance in telling the students at
Tech about the consequences of the
problem, we will do anything we
can to help,” said Richardson.
“We can come out and talk to
the students about the problem if
we have to.”
Georgia Tech Police Department
Chief Jack Vickery feels that Tech
students need to be aware of the

13, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
with free food, prizes, and information about the Ferst Center and arts
programming at Tech.
Brittain Dining Hall will be undergoing major indoor renovations;
this project will be completed by
the beginning of Fall Semester 2001.
Auxiliary Services also announced
that the North Parking Deck will
open on March 10 or 14.
Mechanical Engineering Representative Victor Allen proposed a
bill asking for the allocation of money
to the women’s soccer team for equipment and tournament fees. After
amending the bill per Joint Finance
Committee (JFC) recommendations, it passed at $1,793.
Freshman Representative Julie
Johnson authored a bill proposing
the allocation of money to the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) for its yearly Spring
Picnic. After some discussion and
amending the bill per JFC, the House
allocated $822.50 to the ASME.
Biology Representative Rameen
Ghorieshi authored two bills.
The first bill was for the allocation of money to the Industrial Design Society of America for an
upcoming conference. The bill
passed after an amendment to match
JFC’s recommendations, making the
total money allocated $720.
Ghorieshi’s second bill was for
the allocation of money to the Georgia Tech Muslim Students Association to pay fees for Muslim Awareness
Week, which will be held March 19
through March 23. After a few
minor amendments, the bill passed,
See UHR, page 16
problems with straw purchasing and
the fallbacks.
“We are going to do everything
we can to get this information to
students,” said Vickery.
“We are going to incorporate
the specific information about the
laws into our web page so that students will have that resource available.”
“The brochures [from the ATF]
are in the lobby of the police office
now, and we would be happy to
meet with any specific student organization to discuss the specifics
behind the laws,” said Vickery.
Vickery also wants the student
body to realize what serious consequences these types of crime cause.
“We want to make sure that everyone knows the finer points of
these laws,” said Vickery. “We want
to work to keep the students out of
trouble.”
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later part of the summer, he and
others involved with the campus
Master Planning committee, will
look at the priorities and needs of
each department to decide how the
space is allocated. Ideally, departments that are less lab-intensive will
benefit the most from older buildings.
“Probably the major beneficiary of the space that’s released on the
Hill would be the Ivan Allen College because they’re again, a department that is not lab intensive
and renovation on these existing
facilities will work very well for them.
“The one exception of that is
the move of the School of Psychology to the Coon building, which
were seriously planning and programming right now,” said Swant.
The plan for the Psychology
Department to make this move was
initially drawn up a few years ago,
and since then their need for space
has increased because newly hired
faculty are heavily involved in research.
“Almost all of the faculty that
have retired are people who didn’t
do a lot of research and they’ve
been replaced by people who do a
lot of research. So you’ve got a
faculty member who teaches a bunch
of classes, good teacher, doesn’t do
research, is replaced by somebody
who needs 2,000 square feet of lab
space,” said Dr. Randy Engle, chair
of the School of Psychology.
According to Dr. Engle, architectural studies of the Coon building and the adjacent Shop Annex

NEWS

revealed that renovation would no
longer accommodate the growing
space needs of the school. He also
said that they are now looking into
other options, including replacing
the Shop Annex with a new wing to
the Coon Building.
“It’s going to take some money
to build that wing and with that
great campaign that we just went
through, the endowment, I hope
that they’d be able to come up with

“It’s not rocket
science, but it’s really
complicated to figure
out exactly all the
parts.”
Steve Swant
Associate President of
Budget and Planning

it some place, because I’m really
proud of this department,” said
Engle.
However, time is of the essence
because the Psychology building is
slated for destruction, along with
the Health Center, which will be
replaced by the Advanced Computing Technology Building.
Swant also said they are hoping
to move some of the student service functions, such as the Dean’s
Office, back to this core area of
campus. They are also exploring
space options for Hill departments
to satisfy their faculty office require-

ments, graduate student office requirements, and possibly provide
additional classrooms if needed. The
Co-op Program will also take advantage of reallocation, by expanding its existing offices in the Savant
building. Continuing Education,
currently located on the third floor
of the Swann building, will move
to Fifth Street upon completion of
Technology Square.
“The first big increment of space
was created by [MRDC and Biosciences] being completed. The
next big increment of space is made
available through two other projects.
“One is through the Environmental Science and Technology
building that’s under construction,
that allows us to move Earth and
Atmospheric Sciences out of the
Old Civil Engineering building,
releasing it for other uses. And right
on the heels of that will be the
move of Continuing Education out
of the Swann building over to the
Fifth Street Technology Square
project, where we’re building the
Global Learning Center to meet
their needs,” said Swant.
The speed of this project heavily depends on funding, and Swant
believes that it will take many years
to be fully completed, because many
of the new buildings will not be
finished until 2003 or 2004.
“It’s not rocket science, but it’s
really complicated to figure out exactly all the parts, all the players,
what are their needs, and figuring
out what the priorities are, working through a strategy, and then
get resources,” said Swant.

Drive

from page 1

ple told her to stop at the next stop.”
According to Hibbs and Magill,
several students did pull the buzzer
to request a stop, but the driver
failed to stop.
“They pulled it again a few times
to get her attention, and she screamed
at us about pulling the cord more
than once and said that she wasn’t
going to stop—as some sort of punishment,” Hibbs said.
The driver continued down Ferst
Drive towards the Cherry Emerson
building and passed by Howey-Physics, which enraged several students.
They yelled at her, and one individual became particularly upset with
her actions.
“There was a boy who told her
sternly but politely that there were
people who needed to get off to go
to class, and he just asked her to do
her job and stop at the next stop and
open the doors.
“The driver snapped back, ‘You
don’t know what my job is! Don’t
tell me how to do my job!’” Magill
said.
The driver then sped through
the stop in front of Cherry Emerson and headed towards the fraternity houses near Russ Chandler
Stadium.
This action upset most of the
busload, but especially the male student who had asked her to stop.
He moved towards the front of
the bus in an apparent attempt to
coerce the driver into stopping. She
started to slow down, but before the
bus completely stopped, he took
action.

“[The boy] went to the front of
the bus and kicked the doors to get
them to open. He broke all off the
glass, and the driver stopped the
bus and was astounded,” Hibbs said.
Hibbs actually opened the back
doors herself by flipping the emergency switch and forcing them open.
The driver called the GTPD to respond to the scene, but the students
exited the bus and headed to their
classes.
Less than an hour after the
incident ended, Argenbright, the
contractor responsible for the Stinger
service, fired the driver.
“I was quite confused. It’s not
every day that the Stinger lady goes
berserk and tries to hold you all
hostage,” Hibbs said.
“We received a phone call about
this incident, and then within about
ten to fifteen minutes we received
several e-mails about the incident.
By that time, Parking and Transportation’s managers had contacted one of the Stinger contractor—
Argenbright’s—supervisors, and we
made it plain that it was inappropriate behavior on the driver’s part
and we couldn’t tolerate it,” said
Rod Weis, Director of Parking and
Transportation.
Weis said that student outcry
was the reason Parking and Transportation took action. Without student feedback, the incident may have
gone unknown.
“When something weird or out
of the ordinary happens…it doesn’t
take but thirty seconds to go to our
web page, write us an e-mail, and let
us know what [the students] think,”
Weis said.

Next issue, Jen will be in Ireland. All sliver boxes will be filled by Jody, who likes to think he is equally important in the News Triumvirate. Well, he can be next issue.
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Quote of the week:
“There’s a bomb on the bus.”
– Keanu Reeves in ‘Speed’
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OUR VIEWS Consensus Opinion

Engineer more options
The Board of Regents needs to approve the addition of a
bioengineering undergraduate degree. As the field has grown
in recent years, Tech has lost talented applicants because there
was not a program to accommodate them—so they went to
other schools which could. Although beginning departments
are often forced to start small, hopefully they will open it to as
many students as possible—including Tech students already
here. Biomedical engineering is the wave of the future, much
as computer science was ten years ago. By starting such a
program, Tech graduates could be making major breakthroughs
in the coming years of biomedical technology.
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‘Speed 3’ at Tech?
Some students had all-too-close of a look at road rage last
week when a Stinger driver refused to stop the bus. It was not
because there was a bomb on board, but instead because the
driver went a little crazy. While this is the second occasion in
the past month that could damage the Parking and Transportation Department’s reputation, it is actually an example of a
bad situation that was handled appropriately. The driver was
fired almost immediately, which was the correct response. If
only all sections of Auxiliary Services could deal with their
problems so effectively.

A little more net
Paul Hewitt has helped the basketball team realize its full
potential, and his strong recruiting and coaching skills can
make next year even better. This season was truly a rewarding
one for the team’s seniors—and for Tech fans everywhere.
Consensus editorials reflect the majority opinion of the Editorial
Board, but not necessarily the opinions of individual editors.

Iraq topic for Buzz around
Campus was inappropriate
I was disgusted at the Technique
for this past “Buzz Around Campus” section. It asked, “Why did we
bomb Iraq?” And Tech students answered with great sarcasm. I understand that this section’s purpose is
humor. However, the death of innocent people is no laughing matter. It disturbs me that the editors
picked this topic knowing that the
replies would be cynical. Consider
this, in the past 10 years over 1.5
million Iraqi children have died,
and 5000 die monthly. Former US
Attorney General Ramsey Clark said
this about the sanctions, “”There is
one crime against humanity in this
last decade of the millennium that
exceeds all others in its magnitude,
cruelty and portent. It is the USforced sanctions against the twenty
million people of Iraq. If the UN
participates in such genocidal sanctions backed by the threat of military violence —and if the people of
the world fail to prevent such conduct — the violence, terror and human misery of the new millennium
will exceed anything we have
known.” Is this humorous to the
Technique?
Something that the internation-

al community and various human
rights groups condemn. Its disturbing to know that of all the US’ allies,
only Britain joined the bombings.
These two countries are the supposed champions of human rights.
I ask the leadership of these defenders of our individual liberties, what
about the liberties of the Iraqi’s?
Unfortunately our past leadership was content to kill an entire
civilization without remorse. Secretary of State Madeline Albright
when asked whether the deaths of
these children are worth it replied,
“I think this is a very hard choice,
but the price, we think the price is
worth it.” I don’t know who could
justify genocide against a nation
under the guise of removing a tyrant. These sanctions might be justified if removing Saddam Hussein
was the goal, but 10 years have shown
otherwise. It is up to the people of
this country to wake up and see that
our nation is taking the lead in a
campaign of injustice and murder,
and we need to speak out instead of
laughing.
Abdur-Rahman Shareef
325784 Ga. Tech Station

YOUR VIEWS Letters to the Editor

Intramural refs among best in the state
I was very disappointed to read
Carmen Jackson’s letter in the Technique on February 23. At the Intramural Department, we take very
seriously any attack on the integrity
of our employees. I am very disturbed at the remark that Intramural officials consistently make biased
calls because I can assure you right
now that the officials who work these
games simply do not care who wins
and who loses. They just referee the
game to the best of their ability,
night in and night out.
And yes, they referee to the best
of their ability. I don’t know what
standard is being used to judge our
officials, but I can assure you that
they DO miss calls, and quite fre-

quently. Our officials are not perfect. In fact, the Georgia High School
Association (GHSA) considers an
official to be a top official if he/she
simply gets more than 90% of his/
her calls correct. At best, officials
who work in the State Tournament
for the GHSA get a little over 95%
of their calls correctly.
We do not expect our officials to
be of that quality, we simply ask
them to work hard night in and
night out, and I think our officials
do that. The fact that an official is
man/woman enough to admit that
he/she made a bad call in a games
speaks to the integrity of our officials, the very integrity attacked in
the letter.

Ms. Jackson, you are very lucky
to be playing Intramurals at Georgia Tech. Last weekend we had the
honor of hosting the 6th Annual
Georgia Collegiate Basketball Championships, officiated by Intramural
referees from across the state.
Tech’s officials were the best in
the Tournament. Nine of the top
18 officials in the State were from
Georgia Tech. Three of the top 5
were from Georgia Tech. And one
of your officials was selected to represent the state of Georgia in the
Southeast Regional Collegiate Basketball Championships at North
Carolina.
See Referees, page 9
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Tech needs to classify its growth in order to improve
Have you noticed the recent rapid
growth of new buildings on campus? The impressive additions of
the IBB, Love Building, and upcoming Environmental Science and
Technology Building have sparked
an important question for Georgia
Tech; in what ways should the institute continue to improve? Should
we focus on improving our current
programs or continue to provide
opportunities to study other fields?
Build up or spread out? I’ll consider the pros and cons of both choices
here in this editorial.
Establishing new programs, like
the recent addition of bioengineering, could be an exciting strategy
for the Institute. It would surely
attract a more diverse group of students in terms of intellectual interests. Right now, Tech has a somewhat
small group of elite and reknowned
fields of study, such as mechanical
engineering and computer science.
It’s hardly difficult to find an extracurricular organization or competition that caters to these core areas of
interest. But, there are a number of
other subjects that aren’t as supported for those kids who are dying
to get involved with an obscure topic
they are passionate about.
If Tech continues to spread its
subject area limits for research and
core education as it has done recently, the support networks for these
new subject areas will surely grow
along with it. Georgia Tech would
become more of a true technology
institute and less of a trade school if
it focused on building more pro-

“Tech would become more of a
true technology institute and less
of a trade school if it focused on
building more programs.”
Matt Flagg
Online Editor
grams.
The student experience also hinges greatly on how Tech will grow.
As more colleges are born, a larger
number of minor degrees would
naturally become available. Students
will always want to venture outside
their major school, and many would
enjoy the certification of a minor
degree. If Tech chooses to simply
improve our current schools, the
potential for minor degree program
development would certainly be reduced.
On the other hand, Tech doesn’t
want to spread itself too thin. Improving in this manner would definitely reduce funding potential for
currently established programs of
study. Improving our most prestigious departments with fewer resources is surely a challenge. Aside
from reducing the basic real estate
needed for continuous growth, student support would also suffer. Currently, since so many students study
computer science and mechanical
engineering, it’s not hard at all to
find a friend to help you out in
these areas.
Assuming the population doesn’t

increase dramatically, the likelihood
of our students changing their majors over to a newer and exciting
field is pretty good. Therefore, it
could harm this concentrated support group.
There’s also a lot to be said for
simply improving what we have instead of spreading out. Many students come to Tech because they
know it’s a powerhouse in certain
fields, like mechanical engineering.
They want to come to a place that’s
known for producing engineers of a
high caliber. Choosing the other
strategy certainly wouldn’t restrict
Tech from being this type of place,
but the size and quality of these
programs wouldn’t be what it could
be. Pumping funding into current
programs would enable the development of new courses inside current colleges. Instead of establishing
an entire school for nanotechnology or computer music, the bioengineering and computer science
departments could simply build in
support for these classes. While this
would certainly pose infrastructure
challenges for our current schools,
it would benefit the schools more

than the institute as a whole. Many
new subject areas can be classified
under existing colleges. Why not
take more advantage of current resources for these new courses? Inject some new choices for the core
requirements instead of making students wade through the preset core
courses for the first 2 years.
Improving our current family of
colleges could lend more to the idea
that Tech is a sort of trade school.
It’s quite true that Tech is an engineering school more than a place of
general study, where humanities and
liberal arts are supported. It’s also
improbable that Tech would choose
to take giant steps towards the development of its humanities programs. We are a technology institute,
after all. But, the choices we make
for future growth and improvement
should focus on all areas of technology more than just traditional engineering.
Many of these ideas boil down
to how the Institute chooses to classify its growth. New courses will
always be developed and offered.
But, when is a subject area important enough to justify the construction of a new building or college?
When should it simply be integrated into current programs? Much of
this is obviously linked to the importance and implications of new
discoveries. Entire new subject areas have yet to be born. Tech is on
the right track with its recent adoption of new fields of study. But, it’s
important to question how the Institute will continue to improve.

Bush’s agenda shows thoughtlessness about consequences
The first hundred days of a presidency is called the “Honeymoon
period.” President Bush is really
behaving like a honeymooner, flattering the American people with
trinkets and tokens of affection in
the form of tax cuts and popular
phrases like “helping education.”
But his tokens, from the beginning,
are ill-conceived and the public
should quickly realize the honeymoon would soon be over.
Just like the honeymooner who
realizes that roses and candies won’t
feed her family or pay the rent, the
public should realize that the President shouldn’t be catering to frivolous whims but be engaged in the
serious process of long-term planning for our country.
Take a look at the President’s
agenda for this year, and it is easy to
see why his plans are poorly thought
out, their implementations fraught
with difficulty, and their consequences bordering on tragic.
The topic of the week, of course,
is the tax cut. It sounds great, you
say, it just means more money in
your pocket. But in reality, unless
you make hundreds of thousands
of dollars a year—or more—you’re
not going to get too much back.
According to the Citizens for Tax
Justice, an admittedly progressive
group that monitors the Bush tax
plan, the top ten percent of the population will receive over 60% of the
cut, even though that high income
group pays less than 45% percent
of the total taxes. Those same top
10% would have average savings of
over $54,000 a year.
Under the new tax plan, George
and Laura Bush would save $100,000
a year.
Compare that to the bottom 60%
of income earners—that’s people

“The President shouldn’t be
catering to frivolous whims but
be engaged in the serious
process of long-term planning.”
Becca Cutri-Kohart
Campus Life Editor
who make under $44,000 a year—
which will receive an average of about
a $250 tax break.
Let’s look that the problems with
Bush’s “fuzzy math” in his claims of
helping the economy. The Reagan
administration proved: “trickledown economics” just doesn’t work.
If you give the upper end of income-earners a tax break it doesn’t
go straight back into the economy.
They are much more likely to save
their money in places that aren’t
immediately reinvested in the U.S.
economy—think Swiss bank accounts, safes in their mansions, or
even low risk savings accounts. If
you were to give a tax break to a
low-income family, they use their
added income as consumers, buying essentials like clothes or food, or
even leisure items, pumping the
money right back into the economy.
Even more important is that the
proposed tax cut is that the government doesn’t really have this money to spend. Even with our current
budget surplus, we also have a national debt of over one trillion dollars. It is not fiscally responsible for
us to be giving taxpayers a break
without paying off our national debt
at the same time. The President
still has’t proven how he will pay off
the debt while reducing taxes so
drastically, especially with the shrink-

ing economy.
But Bush isn’t all about “giving
money back.” One of his other muchtouted programs is Missile Defense.
An enormously expensive program,
it will cost the public $60 billion.
To put this in perspective, NASA
estimates that it would cost about
$40 billion to land humans on Mars
in the next fifteen years. But it’s not
just about the cost—it’s about our
role in the world arena. The reality
of the missile defense program is
that its not just about defense.
The problem is the Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty that we’ve
abided by since the 1970s. The very
wise premise behind this treaty is
that if all the countries with ballistic
missile technology agree not to have
defense systems, then no one will
feel invincible against missile attack.
If you don’t feel like you can survive
a retalitory missile attack, then you
are less likely to be an aggressor and
launch against another country. Even
the European Union has expressed
their opposition to our violation of
the ABM treaty.
But, if Bush charges ahead with
this without thinking, he has the
potential to spark an arms race, with
other countries building their own
missile defense programs and also
building advanced missiles capable
of getting past our defense systems.
The consequences of an arms race

could balloon out of control. Bush
shouldn’t feel the need to create a
lasting legacy by sparking World
War III.
We shouldn’t just worry about
Bush’s international policies; he’s
also driving us to disaster domestically with his plans for education
reform. There’s no doubt in anyone’s mind that more money needs
to be directed at education to improve public school shortfalls. The
President’s support of education
comes through the ill-conceived
voucher system. He plans on supporting private schools with vouchers so that there are alternatives to
public schools. The argument is this
forces the public schools to compete for students.
What will happen is that middle
class children will move out of public schools, taking the support of
their often-involved parents and their
money to a private school. The consequence of this is that lower income students will be left behind,
as their vouchers won’t be enough
to support their move, leaving an
economically segregated system,
where only the most underprivledged
attend the poorly funded public
schools.
Now let’s talk about faith-based
spending programs. The problem
with this is that there is no way to
give out the money fairly. It’s pretty
obvious that the Wiccan’s or the
Hare Krishna’s won’t receive the
kind of money that the Presbyterians will.
And there’s no way to promise
the federal money will not go to
programs designed to convert underprivileged peoples, buy Bibles,
or otherwise support distinctively
See Bush, page 9
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Ferst Center making student friendly changes
Centralized government
I would like to thank the Tech- also fund the Ferst Center at organizations. The 2001-02 season
nique for presenting an opinion on $500,000 per year until the endow- is truly a joint student/staff effort,
does more harm than good thefriendly
as the Ferst is trying to get many
Ferst Center, “Lack of student- ment is in place.
People who work in the arts busi- student suggested artists, such as
events hinders Ferst CenIn her February 16 editorial,
Christina Freyman seems to be
implying that the founding fathers did not implement centralized control over local issues
because of the inherent inefficiencies of long distance communication during that time
period. Advocates of limited government reject that argument.
We contend that the founding
fathers recognized just the opposite; that centralized government leads to gross inefficiencies
and massive corruption. As Thomas Jefferson once said, “It is
not by the consolidation, or concentration, of powers, but by their
distribution that good government is effected.”
Classic liberals and modern

Referees

conservatives agree that our system of education needs improvement. However, we believe that
the benefits of a free-market are
the best way to implement this
change. By privatizing the existing system through a program
of vouchers and personal choice,
the elements of competition, the
“invisible hand” as Adam Smith
dubbed it, will accomplish this
necessary reform. I encourage all
of you to visit the Milton and
Rose D. Friedman Foundation
for School Choice located at http:/
/www.friedmanfoundation.org/
to learn more about this very
important issue.
Micha Ghertner
gte399p@prism.gatech.edu

from page 6

This performance is a tribute to
the official’s hard work and willingness to learn and improve their skills.
The officials went through a rigorous, maybe too rigorous, training
program. They are evaluated and
even shown taped games so they
can see for themselves how they are
doing and what areas they need to
improve.
Simply put, Ms. Jackson, your
opinion to the Technique was un-

Bush

fair and misinformed. If you still
think that our officials are not performing as good as you think they
should, or that you can do better
than them, I openly invite you to
join our program and become an
official yourself. I look forward to
receiving your application.
Miguel A Cartagena
Intramurals Program Coordinator
Miquel@recsolutions.com

from page 7

faith-oriented programs, when the
money is supposed to be going to
education, work-placement, food,
and housing for the needy. Do we
really want to live in a country where
a starving homeless person is forced
to convert to Christianity in order
to have a meal or a place to spend a
cold night? Federal money should
be going to programs to support the

needy, but there shouldn’t be religious strings attached.
It’s time for the President to stop
thinking about his own popularity
and start thinking about the consequences of his actions. The U.S.
government is not a major league
baseball team. We’re the leaders of
the free world, and we should start
acting that way.

ter,” in the February 23 issue. It
gives me the opportunity to inform
everyone of all the positive occurrences at the Ferst.
First, I invite the entire student
body to the Ferst Center Student
Open House, from 11 am-1 p.m.
on Tuesday, March 13. $15 rush
tickets will be sold for all remaining
events starting at 11:30, and there
will be entertainment provided by
two a cappella groups, Sympathetic
Vibrations and Nothing But Treble. Buzz and WREK will be there
as well. There will be giveaways,
tours, booths for student arts groups,
and food and drink.
Second, the Ferst Center now
sees the students as its most important commodity. The $15 rush ticket
program offered two weeks prior to
each event allows students to view
prominent artists cheaply. What is
often not said, though, is that Student Government used to help fund
the Ferst Center in return for cheaper
student tickets, which used student
activity fee money. During this time,
student ticket sales averaged at about
20-25% of the entire house for each
show, a remarkable number. When
the SGA funding disappeared, and
student sales dropped to 6% during
the 1999-2000 season, Rosalind
Meyers, the Associate Vice President for Auxiliary Services, found
funding for the $15 ticket program
from an outside source, Coca-Cola.
Student ticket sales began to rise
again this season, with 20% of the
audience for the February 27 and
28 performances of Aida being students.
Another important contribution
comes from President Clough. He
understands that the $15 rush ticket program is only a means to a
further end—securing a permanent
endowment for cheap student tickets. He is now funding a full-time
development director, which the
Ferst has never had, to search for
this student endowment. He will

ness know that an arts center like
the Ferst will never make money,
and it is a further struggle to make
ends meet with the necessity of having affordable student tickets. Everyone to whom I have spoken sees
the number one priority as making
sure students are involved with the
theater, and securing an endowment
for student tickets.
Perhaps the most important recent contribution comes from the
interim Ferst Center director, Andrea Hoffer. When she was developing the 2001-02 season, she had
a poster solely for the purpose of
writing down student suggestions
for shows. She takes the time to

“The Ferst Center is
there as a resource
for the students, and
that it is acting with
students’ interests in
mind.”
check the artist fee for every student
suggested artist, and if the fee is
reasonable, she books the show. This
is unprecedented and is exactly what
the Technique stated students need—
more student-friendly shows. Andrea also searches for artists willing
to provide master classes or perform with student music groups. If
you have a show that you feel other
students may like, all you have to
do is talk to Andrea and she will
look into your suggestions.
Another positive is the Ferst Center Student Advisory Board, whose
purpose is to promote the arts
throughout Georgia Tech by collaboration on programming, student initiatives such as offering
pre-show performance opportunities to student groups, and co-sponsored events with other student
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Jim Brickman, Penn & Teller, Rockapella, Cabaret, and many others.
The Board conveyed concerns about
student ticket pricing and the lack
of student collaboration with programming early last Fall, and by the
end of the semester, the situation
had changed drastically. A student
series offering guaranteed low student prices is a definite for next
year, and the shows will be selected
by fellow students, ensuring that
the series is student-friendly.
As of February 22, 8 out of 20
shows have sold over 80% of the
house, which is astonishing in the
arts industry, with all but three breaking even or better. That partially
comes from a redirected marketing
strategy led by the new Marketing
Manager, Sharon Ahmed. This strategy is more student-oriented—hence
the additional ads in the Technique,
the Student Center, and Student
Services Building. This came despite the cancellation of shows last
September, which was hailed as a
disaster. The shows were cancelled
because those types of shows did
not sell in the ambitious 1999-2000
season. The point is that shows were
cancelled because they were not going to sell.
Over $710,000 has been made
in ticket sales this year, which vindicates the show cancellation strategy. Further, the major management
groups that represent hundreds of
artists are still willing to sign with
the Ferst, because they understand
that this year is a reevaluation period. Being deeply involved with the
Ferst Center, I am confident that
soon the entire student body will
agree with me in saying that the
Ferst Center is there as a resource
for the students, and that it is acting
with students’ interests in mind.
Rusty Johnson
Chair, Ferst Center Student
Advisory Board
gte058p@prism.gatech.edu
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WAM activites for March

Who?

March is Women’s Awareness Month. Look
for a complete list of activities, speakers, and
workshops. Page 12

It’s not where you go, it’s who you go with.
See who your classmates want to travel with
on Spring Break. Page 5

Lucky Tech barely impacted
by recent economic changes

Women’s Leadership Conference Friday Night

By Michael Barton
Newbie Campus Life Staff

By Rob Hill / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

At the Friday night reception for Women’s Leadership Conference, President
Clough welcomed students to the two days of workshops and networking.

The overall job market economy for technology jobs has decreased in the past few years.
Many layoffs in dot-com businesses has many employees across
the nation worried if and when
they will be laid off.
Internet Companies are going out of business or facing lawsuits, such as the world-famous
Napster and the Microsoft antitrust case, which has many debating about their future in these
technological businesses.
The Dow Jones has been decreasing an average of 100 points
per day as well as a the technology-dominated NASDAQ average decrease of 50 points per
day due to constantly dropping
stock values in many Internet
companies.

F A C E S
Faces at Georgia Tech
- Profile on E. Diane Guice-

By Rina Bala
Newbie Campus Life Staff
Anyone who has experienced
breakfast Brittain-style at the main
East campus dining facility is no
stranger to the broad smile, friendly
chatter, and scrumptious omelets
of Brittain’s very own “Diane —
The Omelet Lady.”
Although known by everyone as
“Diane,” it is just her middle name.
According to her, her mother was
the only person who could pronounce and spell her name correctly, so she prefers going by Diane.
Technique struggled long and hard
to extricate it out of her until we
finally made a deal that if this writer
could spell it correctly, it could be
printed it in the paper.
Unfortunately, the mission failed,
so all the student body will ever
know is that it starts with an “E.” If
you still have an unexplainable nagging curiosity about it though, you
are welcome to ask her yourself.
Until then, however, she will be
known as either “Diane — The
Omelet Lady” or E. Diane Guice.
Originally from Daytona Beach,
Florida, she moved to Atlanta on
October 23, 1998, because of her
husband, Carl. He had fallen twenty-five feet off a building and had
broken his leg in seven places, and
they had to get it treated. The treatment was successful, and “if you
saw him you wouldn’t even know
it.”
With that youthful face of hers,
one would not guess that Diane is a
grandmother. With five children,
five grandsons, and one granddaughter (ages ranging from two to thirteen), she has definitely got a lot of
loved ones.
Yet despite that fact (or maybe
because of it), she calls all her Geor-

By John Jewel / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Diane is known as the “Omlette Lady.” Many students who see her at
Brittain every day think of her affectionately as a surrogate grandmother.
gia Tech students “my kids.” In fact,
her granddaughter, Shawn Drika
Louis, even gets jealous of the students because the amount of affection and time her grandmother
spends on them.
Diane started working at Georgia Tech in 1998 after finding the

job through an agency, and she has
been the omelet lady here ever since.
She has many fond memories of
this place, especially the students,
she said. One of the students that
she never forgot was Greg Miller,
See FACES, page 12

The government reported that
the economic growth in the final three months of last year
slowed to an annual rate of just

“It is probably too
early to determine
whether or not the
economy will have
an adverse impact
on Tech students.”
Ralph Mobley
Director of Career Services

1.1 percent, its worst performance
in more than five years.
Many large corporations have
been depleting their employees

or hiring rate to help lessen the
impact of decreasing sales and
product value.
Tech students are concerned
whether this decreasing economy will affect the expected jobs
and job salaries of Tech graduates, interns, and cooperative education (co-op) students.
Federal Reserve Chairman
Alan Greenspan announced that
the economic slowdown has not
run its full course and encouraged that the central bank is ready
to cut interest rates to boost economic growth.
Students usually believe that
graduating from Tech guarantees wonderful, open job opportunities, which is true in some
respect, according to Ralph Mobley, Director of Career Services.
“It is probably too early to
See Career, page 14

Spring Break trips scam
students, steal money
to some trip packages, gives advice for students and travel agencies and includes a chart
(U-WIRE) UNIVERSITY OF comparing advertised prices to
BOSTON—When Brian actual costs.
Juliette Lee, MassPIRG camHoffner and his four college
friends shelled out more than pus organizer for UMass-Bos$1,000 each for a trip last spring ton, said hundreds of
break, they expected to fly to Massachusetts students who plan
sunny Acapulco and stay at a spring break trips every year may
pay up to 40 percent more than
reputable hotel.
Hoffner, who was a senior at the advertised trip price.
“The price advertised on a
Dickinson College, discovered
instead that the flight he was company flyer is not the price
told left from Baltimore actual- that you will pay for a trip,” Lee
ly departed from Newark, N.J. said.
In addition to the advertised
In trying to catch the plane,
price, such
Hoffner and
travel comhis friends
panies may
missed a day
“The price advertised
require stuof
their
dents to pay
break.
on a company flyer is
internationWhen the
not the price that you
al, credit card
plane arrived
and
late
in Mexico
will pay for a trip.”
booking fees
City, he asJuliette Lee
— somesumed they
MassPIRG Campus Organizer
times even a
landed at
$30 fuel surtheir final
charge to offdestination—until a driver took them set rising gas prices, she said.
The credit card fee, which
on a $30 bus ride to the hotel.
The students shared a king- can range from $15-25, may desize bed during the trip and al- ter students from using “the payment method that offers the most
ternated sleeping on the floor.
“I definitely was the victim protection” in legal disputes, acof a spring break scam,” Hoffner cording to the report.
Agencies
such
as
said.
Hoffner shared his story Springbreaktravel.com require
Wednesday at the University of students to cancel trip arrangeMassachusetts at Boston at a press ments at least 60 days in advance
conference about a survey called for a full refund, an option not
“Spring Broke?”, which reveals feasible for most students, Lee
the business practices of 11 spring said.
Although only two surveyed
break travel agencies targeting
companies provided Web access
college students.
The study, conducted by the to their policies, Spring Break
Massachusetts Student Public Travel does provides hyperlinks
Interest Research Group, describes the “hidden fees” added See U-wire, page 13
By Damita Chambers
The Daily Free Press
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FACES
an architect now, who even asked
her to come to his graduation.
Diane says that as much as she
wants to quit, the thought of leaving the students she “fell in love
with” makes her keep coming back.
Which is the very same reason she
gets up every morning at 4:15 a.m.
to keep us “fed and happy.”
Diane said she also loves it when
all the “kids” dress up for Halloween and come to Brittain, which she
thinks is pretty funny.
In terms of food, Diane’s personal favorite is Churches Fried

CAMPUS LIFE

from page 11

Chicken. She said she could just
keep eating it all day. If stuck on a
desert island, Diane said she would
choose to take her husband Carl.
If she had two wishes, she says
that firstly, she would wish for all
her children and grandchildren to
move to Atlanta, and secondly, that
all the students at Georgia Tech be
truly happy.
So, here is to our own, special,
and very loved Omelet Lady!
You can visit Diane at Brittain Dining Hall every morning.

Women’s Awareness Month Schedule
Thursday, March 1 — 9:00 p.m., Under the Couch
“Venus Envy” — A Karaoke Kickoff Party
The kick-off event of Women’s Awareness Month
and Women’s History Month will include karaoke
and snacks and will be open and free for everyone.
Tuesday, March 13 — 11:00 a.m., Skiles Walk
“A Vroom of One’s Own”
Local car mechanics Catherine Simpson and Nora
Carter will show Tech students, faculty, and staff
how to avoid being taken advantage of at the car
repair shop by showing us what to ask, what to look
for, and what to pay.
Thursday, March 15 — 7:30 p.m., Skiles 368
“Bandit Queen”
A lower-caste girl sold into marriage by her parents
escapes and joins a gang of bandits, ultimately overthrowing their power structure in a bloody coup. A
critically acclaimed action picture from India.
Saturday, March 17 — 2:00 p.m., Glenn Field
Georgia Tech Women’s Softball Game
Join us to support the Georgia Tech Women’s
Softball team as they battle it out with Samford in
an amazing game of fast pitch and serious athletic
talent.
Monday, March 19 — 8:00 p.m. - Brittain Rec
Women’s Health Panel
Experts from the Wellness Center, Women’s Clinic, and Counseling Center will briefly educate us on
exercise, nutrition, birth control options, eating
disorders, and gynecological issues, and they will
then open the floor for questions and answers to
women’s health concerns.
Monday, March 19 — Sunday, March 25 - All day
Student Center TV
“Fried Green Tomatoes”
A chance encounter in a nursing home between a
dowdy housewife and a spry octagenarian leads to
an unexpected friendship.

By John Jewel / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Diane has been working at Tech since 1998. She is originally from
Daytona Beach, and has a family full of children and grandchildren.

Tuesday, March 20 — 9:00 p.m., Under the Couch
Doria Roberts
A regular on the national folk circuit, Philadelphiabred and Atlanta-based singer/songwriter Doria
Roberts will perform.

Thursday, March 22 — 7:00 p.m., Campanile
Take Back the Night
Take Back the Night is a worldwide protest against
sexual assault and sexual violence of all people. The
evening will also include a candlelit walk through
the campus to warn against especially uninviting
areas.
Monday, March 26 — 7:30 p.m., Skiles 368
“Divorce, Iranian Style”
Set in an Islamic divorce court, Kim Longinotto
and Ziba Mir-Hosseini’s documentary looks at some
of the reasons people are seeking a divorce in a
culture quite unlike our own. In Farsi, with English
subtitles.
Tuesday, March 27 — 4:00 p.m., Clary Theatre
“Enhancing Campus Climate at Georgia Tech” — A
Women, Science, and Technology Panel
Panelists Pearl Alexander, Jonathan Duke, Mary
Frank Fox, Dina Hafez, Mary Jean Harrold, Bob
McMath, and Sue Rosser will discuss the status of
women at Georgia Tech and the campus climate
surrounding them.
Thursday, March 29 — 7:30 p.m., Tennebaum
Auditorium
Judy Chicago
For nearly four decades, Chicago has remained steadfast in her commitment to the power of art as a
vehicle for intellectual transformation and social
change and to women’s right to engage in the highest level of art production.
Friday, March 30 & Saturday, March 31 — 7:00
p.m. & 10:00 p.m., Student Center Theatre
“Erin Brockovich”
Erin Brockovich is an unemployed single mother
who successfully browbeats her lawyer to give her a
job. While no one takes her seriously with her trashy
clothes and earthy manners, she begins to investigate a suspicious real estate case. As she digs deeper,
Erin finds herself leading point in a series of events
that would involve her lawfirm in one of the biggest
class action lawsuits in American history against a
multi-billion dollar corporation.
For more information on Women’s Awareness Month,
visit http://www.cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/wam.

Caroline is the random girl I met in the TA office. She reads sliver boxes, making her my new favorite ‘Nique reader!
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Ruthie Black 50 Years Working for Tech

Sophomore Summit retreat coming up in March
Sophomore Summit is an annual retreat designed for sophomores by
their fellow second-year classmates. Each year the Summit takes on a
different focus, and this year’s chosen theme is “Escape your Mind.”
The activities will be planned to broaden your perspective of your
college experience and stimulate your enthusiasm to pursue your passions on this campus while you still have a few years to do so. The Summit
will be held from Friday, March 30, until Sunday, April 1. If you are
interested, applications are available online at http://
www.cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/sophomore. They are due Friday, March 2,
and chosen attendees will be notified on Friday, March 16.

Honors Recognition Program looking for leaders
In its second year, the Honors Recognition Program will recognize
Georgia Tech students who exhibit success in academics, extracurricular
activities, service, and effective campus leadership. Eligibility for this
award includes being a full time student with at least a 3.2 cumulative
GPA. All recognized students will receive guaranteed priority selection
for on campus housing and priority class registration. The application is
available from the SGA website at http://www.cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/
sga. This application is due to the office of the Student Government
Association, located on the first floor of the Student Services Building, on
Monday, March 19, by 5:00 p.m.

Impact Speaker Series on March 16 with CEO
The Program for Engineering Entrepreneurship is sponsoring the
Impact Speaker Series, which is held every Friday during Spring Semester
from 4:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. The series is located in the Wardlaw
Building, at 177 North Avenue. The speakers discuss their experiences
and offer advice on starting high-tech or bio-tech companies. Many of
the speakers are Georgia Tech graduates. The next speaker will be Dr.
William Johnston, CEO and President of Inhibitex, on March 16. For
more information, visit http://www.entrepreneurship.gatech.edu.

Tech Beautification Day Committee needs members
Tech Beautification Day began several years ago as an effort to clean
up the Tech campus. Now the Student Government Association Freshman Cabinet is looking for several students to form a committee to make
Tech Beautification Day a self-running Tech Tradition. All chair positions are available and need to be filled, including chair/co-chair of the
entire project. If you are interested, e-mail Melissa Oellerich at
melissa.oellerich@sga.gatech.edu. There will also be an information
session on March 13 at 6:00 p.m. in room 301 of the Student Center.

Beginning photography class offered after spring break
Daniel Uhlig, the Photo Editor for the Technique, is offering a
photography class after spring break. He will cover basic camera and
photography terminology, composition, exposure, film, and lighting.
He will also focus on learning through hands-on experience. The Intro to
Photography class will be held on Thursdays at 8:00 p.m.
The first class will be on March 15. There will be a charge of $30-$40
to cover film for the class. If you have a camera and are interested in
improving your photography skills, contact Daniel Uhlig at
gte226i@prism.gatech.edu.

By Daniel Uhlig / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

March 2 will be Ruthie Black’s fiftieth anniversary working for Tech. She was honored last Friday as
Empoloyee of the Month for dining services and for her longtime devotion to the campus community.

U-Wire
on its website to its cancellation
policy and disclosure notices.
Spring Break Travel also lists tips
on how to avoid scams and on companies that have had legal action
taken against them by the Federal
Trade Commission or the U.S. Attorney General.
Some companies, such as Student Travel Services, may include
in their contracts that students must
relinquish their legal rights and settle all deputes through arbitration,
Lee said.
In fact, the company states that
complainants can only present their
claims to an arbitrator in its Maryland office, according to the report.
To prevent spring break scams,
students should read the fine print,
pay with credit cards, understand
the cancellation policy and contact

from page 11

the Attorney General’s Office before choosing a travel agency, Lee
said.

Students should read
the fine print, pay with
credit cards,
understand the
cancellation policy...
before choosing a
travel agency.
Attorney General Thomas Reilly suggests in his office’s travel tip
guide that consumers ask company

This is the second deadline in a month when I’ve been sick.

representatives about the reputations’
of the travel service providers.
UMass-Boston student trustee
Sandra Karahalis said the university stamps approved spring break
flyers before companies post them,
in accordance with school policy.
The school developed this policy in
response to advertisements offering
fraudulent offers to students, she
said.
However, it cannot prohibit companies from posting flyers because
it is a public university, Karahalis
said.
At Boston University, outside
travel agencies can set up tables in
the George Sherman Union Link
only when sponsored by student
groups or departments and with the
permission of the Reservations Office.
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Correction

from page 11

determine whether or not the economy will have an adverse impact on
Tech students,” said Mobley.
However, the results indicate that
the Fall semester was one of the
busiest recruiting periods in Tech
history.
The economic downturn is not
expected to be as dramatic for Tech
students as for some other schools.
According to U.S. News and
World Report statistics and Career
Services many companies consider
Tech to be one of the top institutes
from which to recruit, so the job
opportunities are as strong as they
ever were, if not better.
Apparently, the larger industrial
leaders, such as General Electric and
Ford Motors, continue to recruit
many students from Tech so the
worry in finding a career is not as
rough as for the rest of the nation.
Nonetheless, Career Services
advises that students should still research companies before accepting
offers.
The student should determine
whether a company is fiscally sound,
has a growing market, or good, stable products compared to the struggling companies.
The career search should begin
in a student’s freshmen and sopho-

In the February 23, 2001
issue of the Technique, we incorrectly reported that Jill Pollyniak has worked in over
thirty countries. In fact, she
has traveled to thirty countries, not necessarily worked
in them.
The Technique regrets this
error and any misunderstandings it caused.

Join the
Campus Life
Staff!

By Marques McMillan / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Career Services reports that hiring is still going well. Even though the economy is shrinking, and many
technology companies are failing, recruiters still rank Georgia Tech as one of the top places to recruit new talent.
more years in order to make the
process of finding a good career easy.
Students usually wait until their
senior year to look for opportunities.
Waiting like this usually decreases

their chances in finding a job due to
lack of experience or relations with
a growing company.
Amy Shutts, a Career Specialist
with Career Services, said, “getting
relevant career experience during

the undergraduate years is one of
the best things a student can do to
help with the full time job search,
whether in the form of an internship, a co-op, or a part-time summer job.”

I haven’t finished my aeroeleasticity homework or my staff editorial. I’m going to be up all night.

We need writers—new or
experienced to write about a
huge range of campus topics.
For more information, email Becca Cutri-Kohart at
campus.life@ technique.
gatech.edu, or come to our
staff meetings Tuesday at 7:00
p.m.
There will be free pizza,
fun, and many many story
assignments for you to start
your writing career!

CAMPUS LIFE

Buzz
Around
the
Campus
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Dr. Prasad Tetali
Math Professor

Star Bradley
IE Senior

Hal Davis
ME Freshman

Todd Lankford
CE Freshman

“My daughter.”

“My bikini.”

“My inhaler. It’s life in
a can.”

“Jack Daniels. Life in
a bottle.”

Question of the week

“What is the one
thing you want to
take with you on
spring break?”

Brandy Murray and
Shara McClendon

Alex Reed
MGT Sophomore

Jill Martell
Bio Freshman

Harley the dog
UEC Freshman

Feature and Photos by
Sarah Graybeal & Carter Green

“My best friend (not
her).”

“Good friends. There’s
not enough beer to
make up for bad
friends.”

“A bottle to collect
sand in so I can remember my break in
Panama City.”

“Kitty.”

Technique
• we like random pictures • tuesdays • student services •

Keep up with all the latest news at Georgia Tech with a
subscription to:

The Technique
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30 issues/year for $25 (mailed bulk rate)
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I can’t wait to graduate.
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Theft

from page 1

cash and other valuables from the
Student Center, Steele said. Monies from retail operations are securely
removed, and the building holds
a vault for the storage of cash and
valuables.
Student Center Associate Director for Programs Sally Hammock
also believes the perpetrators may
have been looking for cash when
they broke into the two locked cab-

CAMPUS LIFE

inets, which contained only paper
and office supplies, none of which
were removed.
“I think we’ve all got to be more
alert, more aware,” said Hammock.
She asks students to question people who seem suspicious as to what
they are doing in a building, especially in areas such as the Student
Center, which are open 24 hours a
day.
Another campus break-in occurred later that night at the Campus Christian Fellowship on East

Campus. Aerospace Engineering
senior Gary Gross awoke at 4:00
a.m. when he heard strange noises.
“I grabbed my hunting knife and
proceeded to go downstairs to see
what was causing the noises,” said
Gross.
“When I got to the bottom of
the stairs, I saw the guy standing in
the room with a backpack full of
books and folders that he had obviously taken from downstairs. At first
he tried to talk to me, like ‘Hey,
man, what’s up?’ but then he took

off out the back door,” said Gross.
“I chased him out the back door
and across the parking lot with the
hunting knife. When he realized
that I had the knife, he shed the
backpack and kept running.”
Gross then gathered the stolen
items and returned to the CCF building to check its security and call the
GTPD.
When the police arrived, Gross
was able to make a positive identification of the suspect from a police
sketch.

Come write for me. That way I would have more articles and be loved.

UHR

from page 3

allocating $2,413 to this group.
Aerospace Engineering Representative Kent Siebeneck authored
a bill asking for the allocation of
money to the American Institute of
Aeronautics and Astronautics for
an upcoming conference. The bill
passed, allocating $180 to the AIAA.
After these bills were voted on,
the House no longer had quorum,
so the meeting was ended early.

ENTERTAINMENT
page 17

Technique • Friday, March 2, 2001 • 17

ENTERTAINMENT

Indigo Girl Amy Ray goes solo with ‘Stag’
You may not know Amy Ray’s name, but you know her voice and her
music—she’s half of Atlanta’s own Indigo Girls. Ray’s solo album,
appropriately titled Stag, will be released on Tuesday. Page 19

Technique • Friday, March 2, 2001

Pitt, Roberts missing chemistry, good luck in ‘Mexican’
By Carter Green
64 days till graduation
MPAA Rating: R
Starring: Brad Pitt, Julia
Roberts, James Gandolfini
Director:␣ Gore Verbinski
Studio: DreamWorks
Running Time: 123 minutes
Rating: yyy
It is clear from the previews
that this is an action packed thriller. Well, more likely, this movie
is a clever, witty romance, right?
On the other hand, perhaps the
drama and romance are overshadowed by ridiculous comedy. The problem with The
Mexican is it doesn’t excell at
any particular genre.
The action is limited. Brad
Pitt plays Jerry Welbach, a bumbling fellow mixed up with the
wrong crowd. All he has to do is
complete one successful job, and
he will be able to walk away. His
success rate is not high, however, and his “last job” quickly turns
into yet another job. He must
go to Mexico, find a fabled pistol known as “The Mexican,”

and return with it. The action
quickly turns into slapstick from
there. Murphy’s Law presides as
Pitt “Forrest Gumps” his way
through this final job.
For audience members hoping this will be a great romance,
think again. The relationship

The bickering of Pitt
and Roberts is quite
funny at times, as
are Pitt’s classic
idiosyncrasies, but
this is not enough to
carry the movie.
between Jerry and Samantha
(Julia Roberts) is built on bickering and counseling group-isms.
At no time is their relationship
convincing in any romantic way.
It would be more believable if
they were sister and brother. Despite making an effort with a
few trite Jerry Maguire type love

pledges, Pitt and Roberts demonstrate zero chemistry on screen.
Their time together in the story
is limited, and the only thing
keeping them together seems to
be their rotten luck.
The only true romance comes
from a softhearted kidnapper.
James Gandolfini plays Leroy, a
supposedly menacing hit man
working to ensure Jerry comes
through. To ensure there are no
problems, Leroy holds Samantha hostage. He offers the only
romantic sentiments in the movie, though his character is used
as a comic punching bag.
As a comedy, The Mexican is
mediocre at best. Jerry’s futile
attempts at being a bad guy are
funny at times, but slightly annoying otherwise. The unusual
relationship between Samantha
and captor Leroy begins comically, but quickly becomes stale.
The bickering of Pitt and Roberts is actually quite funny at
times, as are Pitt’s classic idiosyncrasies, but this is not enough
to carry the movie.
See Mexican, page 18

By Merrick Morton / DREAMWORKS

The pairing of superstars Brad Pitt and Julia Roberts may bring audiences in droves
to screenings of The Mexican; the plot unfortunately leaves something to be desired.

DMB’s ‘Everyday’ maps out a new, very different course
By Alan Back
Is my car still there?
Artist: Dave Matthews Band
Title: Everyday
Label: RCA
Genre: Rock/Pop
Tracks: 12
Rating: yyyy

Courtesy of Andy Adelewitz / LITTLE BIG MAN

With the release of Everyday, Dave Matthews (center) and company
have come a long way from their early days of jamming on evey song.

The Dave Matthews Band’s last
studio offering, 1998’s Before These
Crowded Streets, had 11 tracks and
ran nearly 70 minutes—numbers
that raised the hackles of some critics
even before they gave the disc a
spin.
Now we have Everyday, whose
12 cuts weigh in a considerably
slimmer 51 minutes. The question
naturally raises itself: could this
possibly be the same DMB that made
the jam group fashionable all over
again in the mid-’90s?
Answer: no, not by a longshot.
The group has gone through some
serious changes, both in the way
they play and in terms of who covers
what. Absent is longtime guest
guitarist Tim Reynolds; Matthews
takes over part of the job, switching
between electric and acoustic for
the first time. Producer Glen Ballard
contributes keyboards on several

tracks, and Boyd Tinsley (violin)
and LeRoi Moore (woodwinds)
break out a few new tricks of their
own and even sing backup vocals
on occasion.
If you need proof that they’ve
shifted gears, start at the top of the
order with the first single, “I Did
It.” This cut cranks along, tight and
focused, as Matthews asks ironically, “Do you think I’ve gone too
far?” He could very well be com-

Everyday goes light
on jams and solos in
favor of a tighter,
structured approach.
menting on that earlier loose vibe,
which gets dialed back even more
so than it was on Streets.
A rough, unfinished edge runs
throughout most of Everyday, possibly because the DMB changed
producers partway through the recording process and decided to start
from scratch. It works to their advantage at times, especially on the
funky “So Right.” Moore’s baritone
sax and the electric guitar thump

and jangle together to create their
own little block party.
At the other end are cuts like
“When the World Ends,” for which
Matthews revives his habit of leaving lines incomplete and making
listeners scratch their heads: just what
did he mean by that? “Dreams of
Our Fathers” gets a bit lost in itself
and has a hard time finding its way
out again as well—old habits die
hard, apparently.
But whatever faults the disc has,
“Mother Father” redeems them admirably. Even without looking at
the liner notes, you can guess who’s
turning in a guest performance—
Carlos Santana. He’s got some good
help in the form of drummer Carter Beauford and bassist Stefan
Lessard, who nail the groove squarely
into place under him. If this cut had
come out two years ago, Matthews
and Santana probably would have
ended up facing off against each
other at the Grammy Awards.
Everyday is not your father’s
DMB, or even your older brother’s.
They’re still overhauling themselves
and finding a new road to travel,
and they’ve managed to correct most
of the problems that came up with
Streets. Get ready for a carefully crafted surprise.

Improv comedy, anyone?

Arriving in theaters over break

Tech’s very own Let's Try This! Players improvisational comedy troupe presents two nights of hilarity in one place with LTT! Presents: Incidental Madness.
If you need a break from last-minute pre-break
studying, or are just looking for a way to get in a good
laugh, head over to the DramaTech Theatre tonight
or tomorrow at 8:00 p.m. Admission is a mere $2.00.
␣ Let's Try This! holds many workshops for students interested in improv comedy. For more information, check the group’s website, located at http://
cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/improv.

Whether you’re heading out of
town or sticking to Atlanta, there’s
always a new movie or two to see.
• See Spot Run, starring David Arquette, directed by John Whitesell.
A mailman takes care of a dog that’s
actually an FBI drug-sniffing superdog and the target of a planned
assassination. (Opens today)
• Fifteen Minutes, starring Robert
De Niro and Edward Burns, direct-

By Jon Farmer / COLUMBIA PICTURES

ed by John Herzfeld. A famous
homicide detective and a fire marshall team up to solve a case.
(March 9)
• Joe Dirt, starring comedian
David Spade (pictured at left),
directed by Dennie Gordon. Joe
is an oil well idiot searching for
the parents who abandoned him
when he was a baby at the Grand
Canyon. (March 9)
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Onward and Crossword

59. Not in the wind
60. Understood

Close Clues
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

25

26

22

27
32

35

29

34

36

37
39

40
44

30

33

38

43

23

28

31

11

20

21
24

10

41

45

46
53

42
47

51

52

55

56

57

58

59

60

By Kit FitzSimons
Grid Grad
ACROSS
1. Sentence part
5. Jets
9. Famous Whitney
12. Black and white cookie
13. Storage space, perhaps
14. Mouse cousin
15. Block brand
16. Singer Jacques, et al.
17. “I Like _____”
18. Nonsensical scam (2 wds)
20. Judge (to be)
21. Senator alternative
22. “The _____ of Pooh”
24. A site to remember?

48

49

50

54

28. Time unit
31. Italian city, in Italy
32. Trinket collection (hyph)
35. “Jump” group (2 wds)
37. Italian money
38. Keep from leaving
39. Small flower
40. Comic Phillips
41. Italian god
43. Get aurally
46. Game with a net on a table
51. Hen’s goal
52. Lewis’ or Lois’ partner
54. Not good
55. Norma _____
56. Toe, to toddlers
57. Nevada city
58. Put together

DOWN
1. Peter’s foe
2. Famous Herscheiser
3. Kingly prefix
4. Ultimate downfall
5. Belt, perhaps
6. Flower part
7. “_____ the cows come…”
8. South Carolina and Student Center, for two
9. Part of HOMES
10. Any of the parts of HOMES
11. Thing
13. “______ was I, ere I…”
19. To partner
20. Twice
22. Twitches
23. Santa _____
24. Noah’s goal
25. Noble
26. Nice friend?
27. Servant’s owner
28. “Wrong” prefix
29. Incomplete quartet
30. Bring home the bacon
32. Toy train brand
33. Reagan, for short
34. Small island
36. Video-maker, for short
39. Collectable disc
41. Sad song
42. Black, like a squid’s trail
43. Greek goddess
44. “Oh my!”
45. Like fine wine
46. Book part
47. Get cheerier
48. Baking need
49. Cat’s lives
50. Give off light
52. Tax helper (abbr)
53. _____ Abner

Mexican

from page 17

This movie seems a poor choice
for Julia Roberts. Excepting the
chance to play opposite Brad Pitt,
there is little role here for her. Roberts is the heroine of a subplot that
is never understood, developed, or
useful in the overall plot, and she
was wasted in this role. She does
fine with what is there, but that just
isn’t much.
On the positive side, the cinematography is interesting throughout the film. Perhaps the most
consistent thing in The Mexican is
the use of colors to illustrate the
scene. In Mexico, browns, oranges,
and reds are used almost exclusively. Las Vegas is bright with color
(think neon green VW bug).
Scenes depicting the boss’s office carry a funny green haze overemphasizing the office lighting. This
color play is reflected in the charac-

ter’s wardrobes. Roberts spends most
of her time in California and Nevada wearing brightly colored outfits,
but upon arriving in Mexico, blends
in with the brown tones Pitt has
been sporting during his entire trip.
Such attention to detail should
have been applied to the overall direction. It is important to tie up all
loose ends, even in a campy comedy. Problems are raised that are never
solved. Characters relationships are
supposedly heartfelt, though they
are created and erased whenever
convenient. This movie lacks the
essential “ah, that makes sense now”
quality that it desperately needs.
Have a date this weekend? You
can comfortably go to see The Mexican and get a few laughs and kill a
couple of hours. Don’t expect too
much, though, or you’re sure to be
disappointed.

By Merrick Morton / DREAMWORKS

To find out all the crossword answers, turn to page 31.

When Leroy (James Gandolfini) kidnaps Sam (Julia Roberts) to keep tabs
on Jerry (Brad Pitt), the relationship soon takes on an oddly friendly tone.

Get your

TECHNIQUE
headlines
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WREK
(radio)
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TECH TALK
Thursdays at 6:00
FM 91.1
And here is March, coming in like a lion. Spring break in California. Trips to Michigan. Visits from my sister. Birthdays. I love this month!
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Indigo Girl repaints the landscape
By Alan Back
Breathing solvent fumes again
Artist: Amy Ray
Title: Stag
Label: Daemon Records
Genres: Various and sundry
Tracks: 10
Rating: yyyy
Let’s get one thing straight here.
The fact that Amy Ray is one half of
the Indigo Girls doesn’t mean that
Stag, her solo debut, automatically
bears resemblance to everything else
the duo has recorded. Ray founded
Daemon Records in 1990 to give
herself and other artists a chance to
work outside the boundaries of the
corporate music business, and she
takes full advantage of that breathing room on this disc.
The first thing to go out the
window is any concern about offending the bigwigs’ sensibilities.
“Lucystoners” sets Rolling Stone boss
Jann Wenner squarely in the
crosshairs as a focal point for Ray’s
frustration with the short shrift women have received in the mainstream
press. With the Durham, N.C.-based
Butchies backing her, she reaches
toward the harder-rocking end of
the Indigo spectrum and enjoys
chewing up some of the scenery.
There’s a touch of desperation
in “Laramie,” her skewering of people
who favor window dressing over
genuine diversity, and “Measure of
Me.” “Is it the boy you need in me/
Or the girl that you could be?” she
sings on this latter track, musing on
issues of sexual identity and
confusion. The longest cut of the
bunch (nearly six minutes), it throws
out everything irrelevant and sets
Ray down in a sea of gently lapping
guitars to hit the right tone of
melancholy.
“Black Heart Today,” which features Atlanta’s Rock*A*Teens, and

“Mtns of Glory” bring to mind the
Ramones: two-minute song lengths,
crunching guitars, and lots of aggression. The difference is that unlike Joey, Johnny, and the rest of
that lot, Ray can sing on key and use
more than three chords. She also
knows how to hold her own when
she tosses everybody else out of the
studio, as she does for the Appalachian-flavored opening cut, “Johnny
Rottentail.”
Not everything works perfectly;
a few tracks, especially “Laramie,”
get stuck in a rut now and again,

though Ray’s dark alto helps to kick
them loose. Politics can sometimes
overshadow the music, but then
again, it’s better to be overly vocal
about your perspective than to have
your label refuse to let you put it on
a record. Stag gives the woman in
charge a chance to speak her mind—
and she has a lot to say in its 35
minutes, whether people agree with
it or not.
Stag will be released on March 6. To
order it, visit the Daemon home page
at http://www.daemonrecords.com.
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Sun, surf, and ruined hearing
CJ’S LANDING (270 Buckhead Ave.)
(404) 237-7657
http://www.cjslanding.com
3/2—The Wood, Jeniphoria
3/3—Dan Random, K/Kim Band, Blind Spot
3/4—Caroline Aiken, Breeze Kings,
Francisco Vidal Band, STB
3/7—The Craze, Eden, Radio Daze
COTTON CLUB (152 Luckie St.)
(404) 688-1193
http://www.atlantaconcerts.com/cottonclub.asp
3/2—Tilden’s Faith, Soundtrack Mind, Odyssey
3/4—The Dunhams, Larry & Ulu
3/8—Blue Rodeo, John Wesley Harding
3/9—Angie Aparo, Francisco Vidal
DARK HORSE TAVERN (816 N. Highland Ave.)
(404) 873-3607
3/2—Elephant, Eden, Big Radio Lovers
3/3—Tommy Thompson Band, Jason
Marcum Band
3/7—The Blast, Atomsplit, After Six
3/8—Blind Spot, Totally Savage, Henry Sam
Ocean
3/9—Dropsonic, S.M.O., Cloud 10
ECHO LOUNGE (551 Flat Shoals Ave.)
(404) 681-3600
http://www.echostatic.com/echolounge
3/2—Underwater, Tourmalin, Automobil?
3/3—X-Impossibles, Deadbolt
3/8—Guided by Voices, Elf Power
3/9 and 3/10—Man or Astro-man?
EDDIE’S ATTIC (515-B N. McDonough St.)
(404) 377-4976
http://www.eddiesattic.com
3/2—Matthew Kahler, Jennifer Daniels
3/3—Kristen Hall
3/4—Kristen Hall, Wakeman & Willner,
Kodac Harrison, The Bush Brothers
3/6—Karen Russ, Philis A. Oliver, Jake
Mason & Brad Lacey
3/7—John Zedd, Troy Bronsink, Joe Oliver
Strings
3/8—Michael Levine, Danzig & Woolley
3.9—Malcolm Holcombe Group, Valorie
Miller, Denice Franke

By J. Baumgardner / DAEMON RECORDS

Amy Ray steps back from her role in the Indigo Girls with her new solo
album, Stag. She will begin a tour to support it at the end of this month.

MASQUERADE (695 North Ave.)
(404) 577-2007
http://www.masq.com
3/2—Kenny Howes & the Yeah!, Jackpot
City, The Features

You’ve read
the paper.
Now find out
what it’s all
about.
Meetings. Tuesdays.
7 p.m. Room 137
Student Service Building.
“I’d really like to get people excited about baseball, after all, my job is to control people’s emotions.” -Matt

3/3—The Donnas, Bratmobile, The Selby
Tigers
3/4—A.P.A., A Global Threat, The Neglected
3/7—Voodoo Glowskulls, Link 80, Union
13, Backside
3/8—Sins of Lust, Sunday Munch,
Spectralux, Translucent
3/9—Dash Rip Rock, Redneck Greece
Deluxe, Southern Bitch
SMITH’S OLDE BAR (1574 Piedmont Ave.)
(404) 875-1522
http://smithsoldebar.citysearch.com
3/2—James Hall & the Pleasure Club, Young
Antiques, Something 5
3/3—Cosmic Charlie
3/5—Stepdaughter, Caritas, Kill the
Messenger
3/6—Apartment Projects
3/7—Marathon, Persona
3/8—Jamband Jam
3/9—The Goodies, The Mayflies USA
STAR BAR (437 Moreland Ave.)
(404) 681-9018
http://www.cloun.com/starbar.html
3/2—Five-Eight, Big Fish Ensemble
3/3—The Penetrators, The Stimulants
3/7—Skylarks, Orange Hat, The Dot
Commies
TABERNACLE (152 Luckie St.)
(404) 659-9022
http://www.tabernaclemusic.com
3/3—Speech,MichelleMalone,Doubledrive,
Eddie Bush, Cool for August, Gurufish
3/8—Van Zant, The Katys
VARIETY PLAYHOUSE (1099 Euclid Ave.)
(404) 521-1786
http://www.variety-playhouse.com
3/2—Beausoleil, Darol Anger, Sonny
Landreth, Cindy Cashdollar, Carl
Landry
3/3—Luna, Ultrababyfat
3/7—Mike Clark’s Prescription Renewal,
Charlie Hunter, DJ Logic, Robert Walter,
Skerik
3/8—Henry Rollins
3/9—DMCB

Check out the Tourdates Web site
www.tourdates.com
(www.tourdates.com
www.tourdates.com) to see where your
favorite bands will be appearing next. Yes,
bands do play during spring break!
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Well folks, it occurred to me
today that I am a geek. Yes folks,
not only is theTwoBits Man the
great purveyor of all that is wise, but
he’s also a grade-A, Palm-Pilot-toting, physics-understanding geek.
I realized this fact yesterday when
for a fleeting second, I lost my sanity and considered taking my laptop
to Daytona Beach when I’m there
for Spring Break. After all, why
should the white, sandy beaches and
beautiful, sunbathing coeds keep me
away from my email? “Viva Pine!” I
always say.
Anyhow, it occurs to me that I
should write to you this week to
give you useful advice having a geekycorrect Spring Break.
To begin with, take your laptop
to the beach. Nothing makes people run across the beach to meet
you faster than seeing that shiny
Vaio in your lap. People will be
especially impressed if they can look
over your shoulder and say, “Oooh,
is that Matlab?” Bear in mind that
you get bonus points if the computer has such a good display that you
can view the screen without sitting
under an umbrella.
Not only are laptops good for
impressing your fellow spring-breakers, but they also make excellent
surfboards for people with small feet.
Any schmuck can ride a boring surfboard, but if you can catch a wave
on top of a Pentium III, then you
have truly earned your stripes as a
totally gnarly dude. (If you guys are
too particular to like “totally gnarly
dude,” then pick your favorite Bill
and Ted quote and toss it in right
there.)
Next step to a geeky-correct spring
break is wearing some totally fly
prescription sunglasses. Sure, Ray
Bans or Oakleys may be the trend

for those confused people who actually want to look stylish at the
beach, but that’s not your goal. You
are on a mission ofpracticality. If
you can’t see the scantily-clad perfectly while you’re working on your
tan, then you might as well just go
back to the high-energy particlephysics lab where you normally catch
your rays.
While you’re planning that trip
to the beach, don’t forget to pack
plenty of sunscreen. I’m not sure
what the highest SPF is these days,
since they increase it every year, but
I figure it’s probably somewhere

If you can catch a
wave on top of a
Pentium III, then you
have truly earned
your stripes as a
totally gnarly dude.
around SPF 2^20. Be sure to buy
that one. Aside from the fact that
it’s a power of two, and every geek
knows why powers of two make for
greatness, it will also give you the
extra skin protection that you will
need as a geek.
If sitcoms have shown us one
important fact over time, it’s that
people of higher dork-factor tend
to burn more easily, and we wouldn’t
want that; after all, you are on a
mission of practicality. If you are a
savvy Chemistry major who feels
like showing off, you should invent
a sunscreen that features a UV-activated endothermic reaction.
Not only would it keep you chilly

and refreshed on the bright, sunny
day, but that cute English major
from Valdosta State would be telling the truth when she said, “Oh,
you’re so cool!”
Another part of the fun of going
to the beach should be souvenir shopping. After all, you want to rub it in
your friends’ faces when you get
back if they had to stay in Atlanta
during the holiday.
Sure, you can always get them a
Daytona Beach shot glass, an airbrushed tee shirt, or a smiley face
made out of conch shells, but you
should know better than that; there
has to be a CompUSA somewhere
near Daytona. For the same price as
that shot glass, you could score your
buds USB cables. After all, you are
on a mission of practicality.
Last but not least, be certain to
use scientific terminology when
you’re trying to pick up a member
of the opposite sex. A good line to
try is, “For every action, there is an
equal and opposite reaction. So, how
about some action?”
Of course, if you don’t figure
the other person will enjoy Newtonian physics, you could always use
some of your chemistry moxie, and
say, “Hey babe, you’re so hot that
you could vaporize tungsten!”
If that fails, you could always go
the computer science route, and tell
her, “I’m very good with LaTeX.”
(For those of you who got that one,
congratulations, you are a true geek.)
If you take those few simple pieces
of advice, you’re bound to have a
wonderful geeky-correct spring
break. I for one, am looking forward to it, so I hope to see you all
there with your laptops. Until I sober up from Daytona, I am the TwoBits Man, and here’s wishing you a
happy week off.

Fuel gives free Best Buy concert
By Al Whitehouse
Surprise story!
I didn’t think I was going to
do anything special when I woke
up Monday morning. I planned
on turning in a midterm paper,
going to my classes, and heading
work at our beloved Housing
Department all day.
But when I heard on 99X
that Fuel was going to be playing a free concert, I knew my day
was going to be anything but
normal.
Fuel came onto the music
scene back in 1998 with their hit
“Shimmer” from the album Sunburn. More recently, they released
the album Something Like Human, which spawned the current hits “Hemorrhage” and
“Innocent.” They headlined the
Fat Tuesday Concert, sponsored
by 99X, and as an added extra,
Fuel played a free “acoustic” concert in the entrance of the Alpharetta Best Buy.
Well, I couldn’t pass on a free
concert, so I left Housing early,
turned my midterm in, and raced

away from the Tech campus with
one of my friends. I thought that
it would be packed by the time I
got there, but I actually got a
good spot to the left of the stage.
The band played songs primarily from their new album,
such as “Last Time,” “Bad Day,”
and an incredible acoustic version of “Innocent.” Fuel also successfully got the crowd rocking
with a performance of “Shimmer” from their first album.
It was a great concert that
really showed off the group’s performance ability. The only problem that I had was the fact that I
was one of the oldest listeners
there. Being only 23, I never
thought that I would be “part of
an older generation that supports
the band,” as an 18 year old girl
in front of me said.
In any case, Fuel is a great
band with a mixture of new rock
and great vocals. You can listen
to Something Like Human in its
entirety without skipping. I recommend “Hemorrhage” and “Innocent” as two of the most
powerful songs.

By Danny Clinch / SONY MUSIC

Kevin Miller, Jeff Abercrombie, Brett Scallions, and Carl Bell
stopped Monday at Best Buy for a free concert sponsored by 99X.

An optimist thinks that this is the best possible world. Those apathetic could care less.

ENTERTAINMENT

Technique • Friday, March 2, 2001 • 21

Live performance doesn’t meet full Circle of great album
By Jonathan Purvis
Thank god it’s spring break
What happens when you take
members of arguably two of the
best bands of last decade, throw in a
guitarist who has worked with Trent
Reznor, a studio drummer who has
worked with more bands than imaginable, and a good bassist? The result is A Perfect Circle.
The band came together several
years ago when Billy Howderdel—
then a guitar tech for Tool—began
writing songs with friend Paz Lenchantin. Maynard Keenan, also of
Tool fame, heard the music and
asked if he could sing. After a few
lineups, Josh Freese and Troy van
Leehuwen of Failure joined the group
for the release of Mer de Noms.

It sounds like a superband; it
was not quite a supershow. The band
really pulled together for the album,
and yielded arguably one of the best
mainstream rock albums last year.
Sadly, the show was little more than
rock staple—uninspired performace
(minus Maynard at times) with little enthusiasm towards the crowd.
It seemed like it was just another
show in just another town on just
another day on just another tour.
Maybe that’s what it really was,
but everyone knows the shows that
you remember are the ones with the
band members who are heavily into
it. They are jumping around, reacting with the crowd, and generally
making the crowd seem like a part
of their music. A Perfect Circle did
not live up to this.

The band played nearly every
song off of their debut album, along
with a few rarities and new tracks.
The highlight of the show was a
song called “Vacant.” It was a song

A Perfect Circle
sounds like a
superband; it was not
quite a supershow.
originally created by a Trent Reznor
side-project named Tapeworm. The
band also covered “Ashes to Ashes”
by David Bowie, another excellent
selection. The other highlight of
the evening was a ten-minute intro

to “Three Libras.” The extra music
made the song even better, and helped
hold the concert together.
The band performed the music
well, and my main gripes about the
concert involved the lack of enthusiasm and the sixty-five minute set.
Even though performing music is
their job, it should be the kind of
thing that they enjoy doing. There
were not but a few moments of the
entire show where I sensed they were
enjoying playing.
Even though they only have one
album, it seems that every person in
the band has been in another band
or associated with another in someway. They could have easily pooled
together some more songs to play.
My other gripe dealt with the
venue itself. The International Ball

Room is one of the worst venues
here in Atlanta in my opinion. The
stage is only about 6 feet high, and
people towards the back could hardly
see the band. The acoustics are beyond horrible; the place appears to
be a converted warehouse with a
simple architecture not meant to
enhance sound-travel the least bit.
My suggestion would be to wait
for Tool to come through this summer. A Perfect Circle’s music is excellent at times, but the emotion
seems to be missing in their live
performance. I guess it is expected
after touring for so long, playing
the same songs every night to a similar crowd, it would be hard to actually enjoy what you are doing up on
stage. Yet this does not excuse the
dismal enthusiasm and performance.

technique

All films and albums in this lovely Entertainment section are rated on a scale of yyyyy

tuesdays.
7 p.m.
student services
room 137
Argh. I hope that someday, aeroelasticity dies a very slow, very painful death.
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Senior Jon Babul sets pace for Yellow Jacket basketball
By Derek Haynes
Assistant Sports Editor
Darryl Strawberry was one.
A player with so much talent,
but so little drive. He could dominate a game.
Jon Babul is not one. He won’t
dominate a game. In fact, he
may have never made an appearance on Sports Center in
his career.
Sometimes a team’s style of
play is similar to a player on that
team. The Yellow Jackets are Jon
Babul.
Astute fans saw it on February 11. Against 6th ranked Virginia, Tech came together as a
team. The Jackets had just come
off an upset win over Maryland
earlier in the week, and whispers of the NCAA Tournament
could already be heard behind
closed doors.
The Cavilers came into the
game with a strategy that seemed
perfect. Contain Alvin Jones and
watch Tony Akins, Shawn Fein,
and Marvin Lewis on the outside.
Jones was on a stretch where
he was averaging nearly 20 ppg,
Akins poured in 28 against Maryland, and Fein and Lewis were
two of the best long-range shooters in the ACC. Every time Jones
got the ball, Babul’s man would
double team Jones. When Babul got the ball, Virginia dared
Babul to shoot.

By Carrie Chin / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Senior Jon Babul’s presence on the Jacket squad
has helped the team both on and off the court.

Babul shot—and scored.
“Earlier in my career I would
have stopped shooting after that,”
said Babul. “Now I realize I have
time to make up for it later in
the game.”
Babul hit his next shot. Then
he hit a three. Then Virginia
called a timeout. Babul would
finish with 9 points in the game,
right about his average in the
ACC.
It doesn’t take an engineer to
figure out what went on in that
timeout.
Virginia head coach Pete
Gillen had just found out what
Jacket coach Paul Hewitt already
knew.
“It’s tough for some people
who watch the game casually to
appreciate what he does for you,”
said Hewitt.
Hewitt is right. Few people
notice him. But in the season
finale last Sunday against Clemson, it wasn’t Alvin Jones or
Shawn Fein that got the biggest
ovation when he left the court.
It was Babul. It took him five
years to get noticed.
However, Babul is not the
typical player that demands attention. He believes that if he
works hard; life will take care of
itself.
Just like his parents.
Jon’s father Mike is in his
30th year teaching fifth grade;
his mother Joan is a nurse. Jon,
who has a twin brother named

Michael, always had a parent
around.
“We made a decision not to
put our sons through child care.
Because of that, Joan would work
the second shift at the hospital,”
said Jon’s father Mike.
Working the second shift is
like studying for a test when your
roommates going clubbing, but
the dedication Babul’s parents
showed to their children shows
in him. Both have gone on to
play college basketball; both have
copied their parents’ work ethic.
Growing up, Jon and Mike
Jr. were always close to a basketball. Their father was the Varsity Basketball Coach for North
Attleboro High School in Massachusetts; the school Jon and
Mike Jr. would later attend.
“They were in the gym when
they were 2 years old,” said Mike
Sr.
Their father remembers vividly one moment in particular
after a YMCA League game. Mike
Sr. had just finished buckling in
the seven year olds, and was getting ready to leave. Jon started
to speak.
The seven year old, with missing teeth and scrapes on his legs
went on for several minutes about
how he loved basketball. That
hasn’t changed yet.
“I’d like to play overseas if I
get the chance, but if that doesn’t
work I’d like to coach or contin-

The Martian astronomer gazing into the sky-wondering to where his probe has gone (I bet Kong would know).

ue taking graduate degree courses,” said Babul.
The coaching aspect seems
to fit Babul perfectly. On the
court, the 6’7” forward rarely
makes a mental mistake, but on
the bench is where you really
notice Babul. He takes pride in
helping the younger players.
“Confidence is a big thing,
and it is easy for the young players to lose it,” says Babul. “For
example, Robert Brooks wasn’t
supposed to play a lot this season, and it’s easy for a young guy
to get down easily. I just try to
talk to them since I’ve been there
before.”
Babul, who still stays in contact with former Tech coach
Bobby Cremins, will have plenty of contacts for finding a coaching job. He’s already brought
the subject up to Hewitt.
There are players you worry
about in college basketball today. They are the players where
basketball is their life and they
don’t really have anything else.
Jon Babul, who has been bothered by injuries throughout his
career, is not one of those.
He’s not an All-ACC forward,
but his work ethic and knowledge of the game surpass most
on the Tech team.
After 5 years, Tech fans realize that too.
Many thanks to Jon Babul for his
contributions to Tech basketball.
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Sports Commentary

from page 32

against Wake Forest this past Sunday. Senior Jaime Kruppa led the
Jackets with 16 points to beat the
Deacons by a score of 79 – 63 in her
final home game. The impressive
team victory was a good sendoff for
a mediocre season.
Tech will have another chance
to shine next year with Alex Stewart, Milli Martinez, Sonja Mallory,
and Niesha Butler returning. Butler, the 1999 ACC rookie of the
year shows great promise and we
will lead the team in the coming
years.
A respectful ACC Tournament
is the first step to commanding the
respect that many thought Tech
deserved prior to the season.
Georgia Tech begins play in the
ACC Tournament Friday against
North Carolina (14-13, 7-9 ACC)
Friday at 2 p.m.

Briefs

from page 32

ups. Tech took the doubles point
in both matchups, led by duo Roger Anderson and David Wright. The
Jackets take on Georgia this Saturday at 1:00 p.m.

Softball hit twice at
home by Troy State
Troy State (9-2) took Tech (66) in both games of last Saturday’s
double-header at Glenn Field. Erin
Voeltz took the 2-1 loss in the first
game. Tech’s lone run came off a
Tara Knudsen home run. Tech pitcher Tiffany Goodman took the loss
in the second 4-0 shutout.

T

Cameron Indoor should serve as model for making Thrillerdome
By Derek Haynes
Assistant Sports Editor
The entire game I was kneed,
kicked, spit on, and extremely
cramped.
It was the best place I’ve ever
seen a college basketball game.
Duke University.
The place: Cameron Indoor Stadium. It is recognized as one of
the top, if not the best place to
watch a college basketball game.
It is not because of luxury suites it has none - or great courtside
seats for prominent alumni - only
students sit courtside - or a gigantic interior - it seats only 9,314.
There is an atmosphere at this historic arena in Durham, North
Carolina that is seen at few stadiums across the country.
Tiger Stadium in Detroit had
it. Notre Dame football games have
it. Maple Leaf Gardens in Toronto had it. None of these places had
anything spectacular; you won’t
see a place like them built again
today. What made these places
special was the atmosphere. It is
the feeling that you aren’t going
to watch a sporting event, you are
going to take place in a religious
experience.
Alexander Memorial Coliseum
will never be in the same echelon
as Cameron Indoor Stadium, but
it could come close. The Coliseum doesn’t look like the gothic
master peace that is as Cameron,
but looks don’t matter. Like Robin Williams, the Coliseum could
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called the Duke experience the way
shine even beyond all the fuzz.
It would require only one small a college basketball game should
step – a step even Mini-Me could be run. Departing senior Jon Babtake. Put the students where they ul has told me Cameron is his
belong. Where they can see the favorite place to play even as a
sweat on the floor glisten when visitor. The Coliseum can generthe players hit the floor, where ate noise well; just think what it’d
they can listen in on a coach’s be like if the students surrounded
the court.
profanity-laced tirade.
Secondly, recruiting would rePut the students on the court.
At Duke, the students com- ceive a boost. Ask yourself, would
pletely surround the court in a you rather play in an arena where
special bleachthe fans didn’t
seem to care or
er section. At
an arena where
Tech, the students comif a Band-Aid
“Put the students on
is spotted on
p l e t e l y
the floor, the
surround an
the court...It starts,
entire student
area about 30
and ends, with the
feet wide in the
s e c t i o n
screams for it
middle of nostudents.”
where.
to be swept off?
Derek Haynes
How would
Remember,
Assistant Sports Editor
we’re dealing
putting the fans
that pay the
with young
adults, just like
least - actually
us. We want
nothing - in the
best seats help Tech basketball? the fans, the ESPN highlights, the
It’d make going to a game more attention.
than just watching basketball. Yes,
Third, attendance would inlet’s bring on the favorite cliché; crease not only in students but
let’s make it “more than a game.” also in the general public. The
First, the crowd would be able students would be courtside, and
to have an effect on the game. would love to have those tickets.
About the only people the stu- The general public would want to
dents can heckle now is the pep go to a game where they knew it
band; I haven’t seen that happen was going to be loud and fun. If
too much since I’ve been covering they wanted it quiet and boring;
basketball. I have not heard an they could head down Techwood
opposing player say the Tech crowd to Philips Arena. I fell asleep at a
had an effect on their play all sea- Hawks game last year. At the Colson – Jacket head coach Paul Hewitt iseum, only a small percentage of

N

I

Q

Get your

TECHNIQUE
headlines
on

WREK
(radio)

(listen to)

TECH TALK
Thursdays at 6:00 • FM 91.1
iuytyuiov wju90u7ttru-0loikgte33- my typing on the keyboard with the big foam finger.

the public sits courtside and half
the time they don’t even show.
Finally, Tech students would
realize how much the administration cares about the students. If
the administration would boot the
high-paying patrons from the
courtside seats, Tech students
would soften their cries that Tech
is the most impersonal college in
the south. It would be a small sign
in at a school where the only contact we have with the administration is letters from the Bursar’s
office, and yellow envelopes under our car windshield wipers.
There are negatives. Former
courtside patrons will be upset over
losing their high-priced seat. Because students stand for the game,
they couldn’t have seats on the far
side where the seats slope up gently. Presently, students could only
be placed behind each basket where
there is a drop off between the
court and the general admission
area. The present seats on the ends
would have to be turned into
bleachers so more students could
be held there, which would also
cost money.
The chances of students getting closer to the game drop with
every Tech win.
As Tech continues to climb back
to prominence, fans will buy the
pricey tickets again.
Students will be forgotten.
The Coliseum will die as a basketball arena - nothing more.
It starts, and ends, with the
students.
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48th Annual ACC Tournament
March 8-11, 2001
Georgia Dome, Atlanta, Ga.
1st Round

Quarterfinals

Semifinals

Finals

Thursday
March 8

Friday
March 9

Saturday
March 10

Sunday
March 11

UNC
Florida State

Noon RJ/ESPN

7:00 p.m. ESPN

Clemson
Maryland/Virginia

1:30 p.m.
RJ/ESPN

2:30 p.m. RJ/ESPN

Georgia Tech
1:00 p.m.
RJ/ESPN

Duke

ACC Champion

7:00 p.m. RJ/ESPN2

NC State
Maryland/Virginia

4:00 p.m.
RJ/ESPN

9:30 p.m. RJ

Wake Forest
* Standings represent likely seeding and are subject to change
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Bubble

from page 32

tournament were turned down. This
can cause many worries for players
and can affect their play in a negative way. However, Coach Hewitt
approaches the tournament from a
different focus.
“If we just play good basketball
it will take care of itself,” said Hewitt.
While he believes that the NCAA
was a goal from the beginning, he
would rather have the team believing that they are a great team and
can establish Tech as a basketball
power.
Tech had proven that they could
win when they needed to until Florida
State. After a devastating loss to Duke,
a loss which Hewitt said he’ll just
leave behind, Tech rallied to beat
Clemson 85-64. The win was their
largest margin of victory against an
ACC rival this year.
Against Clemson, Alvin Jones
was unable to score due to early
fouls, but he demonstrated his presence in the lane blocking 3 shots
and forcing many Clemson players
to alter their shots and make bad
shot choices. Tony Akins, who also
was plagued by early foul trouble,
added 14 while Shaun Fein led the
team with 22 points and capped the
game in the last two minutes with
the first dunk of his Tech career.
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For Tech to be successful in the
postseason, the players will have to
continue their maturation during
the postseason.
“Every day we go on the floor we
are working that much harder. Our
intensity is going to be that much
more intense,” says forward Jon
Babul, “we are on a mission right
now.”
For seniors like Jon Babul, Alvin
Jones and Shawn Fein who have
not yet had the pleasures of continuing on after the regular season
other than to the NIT, this would
be a great sendoff.
Babul is finally excited to be playing for something.
“It’s just so great to be part of
something this late in the season.
My last four seasons we had to look
at the ACC tournament as our tournament,” said Babul.
Before one can start making cases for Tech’s entrance into the tourney, the Jackets must first be
impressive in next weekend’s ACC
tournament.
Jon Babul said it best.
“We can see the light at the end
of the tunnel; we know we’re close
and we don’t want to blow it at the
end,” says Babul. “It would be very
hard to turn us down.”
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This (give Jamie an A) isn’t that (give Emily an A) subliminal. But it never (give Austin an A) hurts to (on thier midterm) try.
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Baseball

Seminoles sink Jackets

from page 32

What was originally a two game
series became a three game series
with a seventh inning third game
added to the schedule Tuesday to
make up for the one rained out against
Elon.
It turned out that seven innings
was all Tech needed as they crushed
hapless Oakland in all three games.
In the first game, Tech hammered Oakland for 16 runs in just 6
innings, and Kevin Cameron shut
them out for seven as he went on to
pick up his first win of the season
for Tech.
Cameron (1-0) allowed only one
hit and struck out seven. He faced
one over the minimum in seven
innings of work.
Richard Lewis homered twice
and drove in seven runs.
Things didn’t get any better in
the second half of the doubleheader
as Tech put 19 past Oakland this
time, but allowed them to score 4.
Tech’s offense stayed hot in the
closing game of the series as they
won 18-0. Tweleve runs were scored
by Tech in the bottom of the fourth
inning.
Freshman Michael Lorenzo
tossed a complete-game shutout in
his first. Lorenzo (1-0) surrendered
only four hits, all singles, while striking out four.
Oakland’s Rob Brockman homered and went 3-for-3 and catcher
Matt Gabrielli also went 3-for-3 and
drove in a pair of runs.
Tech will host No. 25 Rutgers
in a three game series this weekend.

By Terence Jones
Ya se fue

By Dale Russell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Third baseman Mark Teixeira is helped off the field during the second
inning of Tech’s contest with Elon College. Teixeira’s foot was later found
to be broken and estimates for his return range from six to eight weeks.
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You Writing Sports-ball
“Sports” by the substitute PSA fairy

the first 12 minutes of the game,
Tech used a 9-0 run to briefly pull
ahead 22-20 in the first half, but
Crawford scored the final four points
of the half to put FSU up by two at
intermission. Delvon Arrington and
Mike Mathews scored 13 a piece
for the Seminoles, each with nine in
the second half.
The win snapped a three game
losing streak for Florida State, while
the loss dropped Tech to 6-4 in it’s
last 10 games. The 8-8 conference
record for Tech marks the first time
they have finished above .500 in the
conference since the 1995-96 season when they won the conference
title outright with a 13-3 mark.
Tech does not play again until
next Friday in the ACC tournament where they may need to win
at least one game to be invited to
the NCAA tournament. “I don’t
think we’re out of it yet,” said Hewitt.
“Now it’s in other people’s hands.
17 wins would have been nice to
make the NCAA tournament.”
“We can’t dwell on this now, we
have to look towards Friday,” said
Hewitt. “We’ll have to review the
tape and fix our mistakes.”
The Jackets will likely be the 5th
seed in the tournament and take on
either Maryland or Virginia, depending on the outcome of their game
this Saturday.
Against both of those teams this
year, the Jackets are a combined 31, and will have the added advantage of playing the tournament on
home turf in Atlanta.

The Jackets NCAA tournament
hopes suffered a big blow Wednesday night as Adrian Crawford scored
20 points to lead Florida State (820, 3-12) past Tech (16-11, 8-8)
69-59 in Tallahassee.
After falling behind 44-42 in the
second half, Florida State went on
an 18-3 run to take control of the
game and hold on for the win.
Crawford, a senior playing in
his final home game, caught fire in
the second half, tallying 12 of Florida State’s 18 points during their
decisive run. He scored 16 altogether
in the second half and went 7-for-8
from the field for the game. “He
played like an inspired senior,” said
Tech coach Paul Hewitt. “FSU deserves a lot of credit, they played
hard.”
Tony Akins led Tech in scoring
for the 11th time this season, pouring in 20 points. However, it wasn’t
enough as Tech, trailing by two at
halftime, went ice cold in the second half, while Florida State caught
fire. The Jackets shot just 25 percent (18-for-71) for the game, their
lowest total of the season, while the
hot-handed Seminoles shot 51 percent (26-for-51) for the game.
“We’re upset that we lost, but I
wouldn’t say our confidence is
down,” commented Akins. “We just
weren’t making our shots in the
second half, and they were.”
After scoring only 10 points in
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I’m just surprised it took us almost 45 minutes before we got to discussing King Kong’s, um, you-know-what. Or lack thereof (paging Dr. Freud).
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Babul backs Jackets

Thrillerdome a thriller?

Jon Babul, you know, he plays basketball.
Find out more about who Babul is and his
future in basketball. Page 27

After his trip to Duke, Derek Haynes shares
his opinion on what the Coliseum needs to
spice up home basketball games. Page 29

Baseball starts 10-1; Teixeira in the dugout
By Joseph Jeong
What are the odds?
They swept Elon and Oakland, but they lost the star.
Tech’s baseball team successfully defended their home turf
against Elon and Oakland,
stretching their winning streak
to nine games, but lost last season’s collegiate player of the year
Mark Texeira.
Texeria broke his ankle in a
collision in short left field as he
chased after a short fly ball. He
is expected to return in early
May.
“He handled it great. He’s a
great kid, and he’ll bounce back
and be as good as new. The team
has to rally and hold the fort
until he gets back,” said head
coach Danny Hall.
Texeria underwent surgery
Tuesday and a news conference
is scheduled for today to further
discuss the injury.
Last Friday, Elon was looking to add to number one ranked
Tech to their resume of impressive wins. Having swept Maryland and winning a three game
series against Duke, they were
hoping to continue their run of
success against ACC teams. They
met their match in Tech.
In the first game, things started
well for Elon as they jumped to
a quick 3 run lead. Elon’s star
right fielder Wes Bryant hit a

three run homer off Tech’s junior pitcher Steve Kelly.
Tech answered in the second
inning when they scored two
runs to bring it within one. Elon
came right back as Bryant homered for the second time to restore a three run cushion for the
visiting underdogs.
Things looked as if Elon might
really pull off a stunning upset
as Tech seemed to be still reeling from the ankle injury Texei-

“He [Teixeira]
handled it
great...he’ll bounce
back and be as
good as new. ”
Danny Hall
Head Coach

ra suffered in the second inning.
However, Tech regained their
composure and slowly regained
the lead.
Heading into the bottom of
the seventh inning with a 9-7
lead, Tech blew it open as Elon’s
pitching fell to shambles with
nine runs. There would be no
rising from the ashes for Elon in
this game. Brian Burks was the
winning pitcher for Tech.

Saturday Tech came off the
blocks hot, with an early fourrun lead in the bottom of the
first inning. It never got much
closer than that as Tech answered
every Elon run with one of their
own.
Tech’s ace, Rhett Parrott, was
enjoying a good outing until he
got into some trouble in the
fourth. He loaded the bases with
two outs in the innings. Just a
play earlier, Parrott was slow to
field a groundball and failed to
turn an inning ending double
play. He gave up two runs before he could get out of the inning. Despite a lackluster
performance, Parrott still managed to pick up his third win of
the season.
Despite the win, there was
some concern about Tech’s defense as they committed four
errors in the second game.
The third game of the series
was cancelled because of poor
weather. Despite being swept,
Elon impressed many fans with
their potent offense and their
very own version of Babe Ruth
in right fielder Wes Bryant, who
was also their starting pitcher in
the second game.
Tech had a much easier time
against Oakland Tuesday and
Wednesday, their second home
series.
See Baseball, page 31

By Daniel Uhlig / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Junior Rhett Parrott, now 3-0, took the mound for the Jackets in last Saturday’s contest
with Elon College. Parrott gave up 3 hits and 3 earned runs in 5 innings of work. The
Jackets’ took the first two games of the series and rain cancelled the third.

Kruppa, Lady Jackets finish strong, head to ACC
By Derick Stanger
Nine to five
It wasn’t the way women’s
basketball head coach Agunus
Berenato pictured the last game
of the regular season—a battle
to stay out of the ACC cellar.
However, not only did Tech stay
out of the proverbial basement,
they now take a two game winning streak into the ACC tournament.
Tech, seeded eighth, will play
in Greensboro, NC on March 2
against seventh seed UNC for
the right to play Clemson Saturday. This is good news for all
women’s basketball fans during
a season in which Tech has proven

to be extremely streaky.
To begin the season Tech won
nine of their first twelve games
but went cold and slumped midseason losing ten of their next
thirteen games.
The Lady Jackets’ wins in their
last two games against Maryland and Wake Forest ended a
three game slump and showed
fans what coach Berenato was
talking about when she said this
year’s Tech team would advance
to the NCAA tournament. Beranato’s comment came after a
WNIT appearance last year when
the team was plagued with injuries. But, due to a sub-par conference record of 5-11, Tech’s
9-2 performance outside of the

conference is their only hope for
a postseason NIT birth. While
still maintaining a winning
record, Tech lost what could have
been a very promising year.
There is still a slim chance of
survival. If Tech makes an impressive run through the ACC
tournament, they could still make
a postseason appearance.
Tech’s attitude toward their
games is to play deep. Tech finished the regular season with four
players averaging double digits
and with redshirt sophomore
Neisha Butler leading the way.
Tech had four players score
ten plus points in their game
See ACC, page 29

Georgia Tech captured it’s
second first place finish in
this past week’s Puerto Rico
Classic. The Jackets performance was led by senior Bryce
Molder who finished 3rd
overall. Molder shot 212 in
the 72 hole tournament and
was aided by Matt Weibring
Troy Matteson who each shot
219 and finished tied for 15th.
The Jackets have a week off
before they head to Las Vegas for the March 9 Las Vegas Intercollegiate.
By Dale Russell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Milli Martinez has 16 points and 6 rebounds in
the Jackets Sunday win over Wake Forest.

Still a chance for Jackets to dance?
By Derick Stanger
Welcome back

By Kristi Odom / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Senior T.J. Vines shows his stuff in his final Tech
home game. Vines had 12 points on the night.

The last time such a stir has
gone through the Tech campus
was during the 1995-96 season.
The feeling has come again. The
one time during the year when
someone actually wants to catch
a cold is upon us—Tech fans
have March Fever.
Tech has proven that they
are a team that needs to be reckoned with. They have prevailed
to prove the naysayers wrong.
At the beginning of this basketball season Tech was predicted
to finish dead last in the ACC by
many prognosticators. However, like weathermen, they are of-

No. 2 Golf takes Puerto Rico Classic

ten wrong.
This year Tech has roared to
a 16-11 record and has clinched
at a .500 record in the ACC,
arguably one of the most prolific conferences in college basketball. While Tech may not have
been able to perform at their
peak against top tier teams such
as UNC or Duke they have shown
that they can compete against
everyone else.
They were able to beat teams
like Kentucky and UCLA, currently ranked fifteenth and
twelfth respectively but considered by many to be underrated.
They also were able to split games
with Maryland and Wake Forest not to mention winning both

games against Virginia. This may
be one of their most impressive
feats as Virginia has gone on to
beat both UNC and Duke.
The only bad marks on the
Jacket report card come from
the hands of NC State, who beat
Tech during midseason, and
Wednesday’s loss against Florida State. Of Tech’s 10 losses,
NC State and FSU were the only
teams that have not appeared
among the AP Top 25. This will
make it very hard for the selection committee to turn down
the Jackets.
Last year many teams that
were believed to be locks for the
See Bubble, page 31

No. 24 Swimming and
Diving finishes third
at ACC Tourney
The Yellow Jacket swimmers took home a historic
third place finish in last weekend’s ACC Championships.
The trip was highlighted by
Sophomore Shilo Ayalon’s
14:58.27 second-place finish
in the 1,1650-yard freestyle
and Scott Lenyk 1:47.93 third
place finish in the 200-yard
backstroke. The Jackets head
to Athens this weekend for
the NCAA Last Chance Meet.

Men’s Tennis takes
two at home
The Jackets defeated Atlanta neighbor Georgia State
5-2 and took South Carolina
4-3 in last weeks home matchSee Briefs, page 29

