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Flaherty, Amir garner Mr.
& Ms. Georgia Tech honors
By Nikhil Joshi
Assistant News Editor

The announcement of Kevin
Flaherty and Saira Amir as Mr. and
Ms. Georgia Tech during halftime at
Homecoming took an unexpected
turn when Flaherty proposed to his
girlfriend, Christine Grabowski.
Amir, a fourth-year Public
Policy major, serves as executive vice
president of student government. Flaherty, a fourth-year Aerospace Engineering major, is currently the chief
justice on the Undergraduate Judicial
Committee (UJC). Grabowski is a
fourth-year Polymer, Textile and
Fiber Engineering major.
“Chris always likes to knock
people over at football games and
get on the big screen. Put that together with the fact that I’d be on the
ﬁeld… if I actually won Mr. Georgia
Tech, it was pretty much a golden
opportunity,” Flaherty said.
Flaherty received his Mr. Georgia Tech plaque, shook hands with
administrators and then returned
to the ﬁeld instead of climbing into
the Ramblin’ Wreck.
“I deﬁnitely did not think it was
going to be such a surprise in front
of so many people. After he won, he
started to walk towards me. I was
thinking, what is he doing, did he
forget something, is he lost? He just
said, ‘Marry me,” Grabowski said.
Amir missed the proposal because
she quickly entered the Ramblin’
Wreck, after being told earlier that
the entire ceremony would be done in

Rising above

Competition
the

Homecoming 2005 event winners
Top Overall Fraternities

Delta Chi (266.5 pts)
Delta Sigma Phi (243.5 pts)
Kappa Sigma (228.5 pts)
Delta Upsilon (207.5 pts)
Tau Kappa Tau (207 pts)

Top Overall Sororities

Alpha Gamma Delta (312 pts)
Phi Mu (276 pts)
Alpha Xi Delta (266 pts)
Alpha Delta Pi (202.5 pts)
Alpha Chi Omega (194 pts)

Top Overall Student Orgs

Band (96 pts)
Navy ROTC (57 pts)
Air Force ROTC (35 pts)
Baptist Student Union (20 pts)
Omega Phi Alpha (15 pts)
Omicron Delta Kappa (10 pts)
Alpha Kappa Psi (5 pts)

By Jamie Howell / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Kevin Flaherty and Saira Amir ride in the Ramblin’ Wreck after being
named Mr. and Ms. Georgia Tech during halftime at Homecoming.

eight minutes from start to ﬁnish.
She described her time on the
ﬁeld as one of great excitement. “I’d
never been down there before. By the
time [that we were on the ﬁeld], we
were all pretty anxious. Going out
on the ﬁeld was a really incredible
experience,” she said.
“It was such an honor, I respect
every one of [the candidates],” she
said. “Between the ﬁve of us we
really represented every facet of
campus.”
A successful candidate, according to Amir, must “have a genuine
passion for Georgia Tech. That’s

something that all those girls had,”
she said.
The list of candidates was narrowed down to ten by a faculty, staﬀ
and alumni panel and then the ﬁve
ﬁnalists and winner selected by student voting. Judging criteria included
communication skills, self-assurance, activities and honors, career
goals, enthusiasm and school spirit,
campus and community involvement
and leadership ability.
“It was just fantastic to realize
the support of friends and people
I’ve worked with around campus,”
Flaherty said.

By Jamie Howell/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Delta Chi performs at Mock Rock 2005. Delta Chi placed ﬁrst in the
event and ﬁrst overall for fraternities during Homecoming.

Classiﬁeds @ Technique

Submit your classiﬁed ad at
www.universaladvertising.com

Maximize Your Potential
with an MBA/Dual Degree
Rise to the top of your ﬁeld faster by
earning an MBA while working on another
graduate degree at Tech.
The College of Management’s Technology
Leadership Program makes it possible to
ﬁnish both degrees almost as fast as it
takes to earn one.
INFORMATION SESSION:
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 10
Student Center (Room 301)
To register, visit mgt.gatech.edu/dual
or call 404-894-8722

Come to our photography meetingsThursdays at 7:00
Student Services Building Room 137

No experience necessary
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Thief targets West Campus
By Grace Mooken
Contributing Writer

Nine rooms in the Woodruﬀ
Residence Hall were were robbed
over Fall Break. A total of eight
laptops were stolen between Oct.
16 and Oct. 18. Other items taken
from rooms ranged from iPods to
wallets.
“I was sleeping when I kind of
heard the door open and sensed
someone in the room, but didn’t
wake up since I ﬁgured it was one
of my roommates. In the morning,
I woke up and my wallet was gone,”
said Rich Ward, a second-year Industrial Engineering major.
Rich Ward, like others who were
victims of the burglaries, had his
door unlocked. “In all the recent
reports of burglaries, all aﬀected
rooms had been unlocked. There
was no evidence of forced entry,” said
Georgia Tech Police Department
(GTPD) Public Safety Sergeant
Carla Cook.

An investigation is taking place,
led by GTPD Captain Ronnie
Weaver. “Though we do not have
any solid leads on the person responsible, we are working on the leads as
we receive them. We have accounts
from students and have our oﬃcers
on the look-out for any suspicious
behavior,” Weaver said.
The burglaries have aﬀected students who were not direct victims.
However, some students said that
they were not fazed by the crimes.
“I’ve always locked my door,” said
Maria Geonczy, a second-year Civil
Engineering major.
Other students said they have
changed their habits since the
burglaries.
“Before these incidents, my
roommates and I would try to lock
the door if we were the last to leave.
But now we make sure to lock all the
doors, all the time. This is Georgia
Tech [and] electronics like laptops
are important,” said Chris Martin,
a second-year Chemical Engineer-

ing major.
“Housing is trying to educate
students on safety precautions that
are absolutely necessary,” said Brett
Hulst, resident life coordinator for
Woodruﬀ.
After the ﬁrst few incidents, community advisors on each ﬂoor sent
out emails warning students to lock
their doors and be aware of suspicious individuals wandering around
hallways and trying to open doors.
Fliers are currently posted on elevators and doors reminding students
not to let strangers without keys into
the building and to call GTPD if
they see suspicious activity.
“Besides putting up posters and
ﬂyers, we are also out in the ﬁeld
talking to students and Hall Council
and doing whatever we can to show
students that we are involved and
active in making Woodruﬀ a safer
place,” Hulst said.
Cook and Hulst both said there

By Parker McGee / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

I

n memory: ROTC raises the ﬂag at the dedication of a memorial
honoring Tyler Brown, an alumnus killed in Iraq last year.

See Crime, page 7

Modern Languages returns to renovated Swann Building
By Jameel Khan
Contributing Writer

A two-year renovation project on
the Janie Austell Swann Building,
which was ﬁrst opened in 1901 as the
ﬁrst on-campus dormitory, is now
complete. The building now houses
the School of Modern Languages,
which largely occupied the building
prior to the renovation.
The Swann Building now has ﬁve
new classrooms, each consisting of
portable student desks, a high-tech
podium with a central computer, a
DVD player, a VCR and access to
foreign television, along with LCD
projectors and electronically-controlled screens.
After closing for construction in
2003, the Swann Building’s renova-

By Ethan Trewhitt / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The Swann Building’s recently completed renovation added a student
lounge that has rolling leather couches and ﬂat screen televisions.

Student Housing

Spring & Summer ‘06 Available
***Cheaper than GT housing ***

Utilities Included
Best Location on Campus
Full Kitchen
Rooftop Patio

Single and Double
Rooms Available
Basketball Court
High Speed Internet
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state-of-the-art. It has such a positive
eﬀect on teaching and learning,”
said Frank Pilipp, a professor of
German.
Returning language students
were also very appreciative of the
changes.
“The building now has such an
inviting atmosphere with its unique
colors and quotes on the walls,”
said Pamela Thompson, a fourthyear Industrial Engineering major.
“The learning atmosphere is very
comfortable [and] facilitates discussion really well, especially with the
rolling chairs.”
In addition to the technology upgrades in the classrooms there is now
a multimedia lab with 28 computers.

Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

!

720 Fowler St.

tion received suﬃcient input from
the administration on the building’s
restoration, alongside the architects
and contractors.
“The process was very interesting,” said Phil McKnight, chair of
the School of Modern Languages.
“We had a lot of inﬂuence on the
design of the building. We wanted
it to have a strong humanities feel
but also the feel of a high-tech environment.”
Largely funded by Tech Administration, the renovation was over
$3.5 million in construction and
approximately $1 million dollars in
modern technology and furniture.
Some faculty and staﬀ said they
are excited about the renovations.
“Finally we have a real building.
It’s great to be in a building that is so
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From the ﬁles of the GTPD...

Technique Online Voice your opinion!
Last issue’s question received 403 responses.

Crime Reports

How interested are you in taking leadership classes?
Sure, if I did not have so
many required classes
-7%

Larceny-theft

10/1/2005

I’d take one if I could
get a certiﬁcate - 4%

Location: 630 Williams St./ Smith
Hall

Traﬃc Accident

10/2/2005

23:29:00 hrs.

Location: Tech Pkwy/Means St. /
Northside Dr.
Incident: Report of a
two-vehicle accident
Disposition: Exceptionally clear
10/4/2005

I could not be bribed to
take them - 87%

I will be the ﬁrst one in
line- 2%

By Lauren Griﬃn"/ S
� TUDENT PUBLICATIONS

This week’s question:
How is registration going for you?

Tell us at www.nique.net

14:33:00 hrs.

9:42:00 hrs.

Location: 131 Sixth St. /OʼKeefe
East Parking Lot
Incident: Report of a
one-vehicle accident
Disposition: Exceptionally clear
10/4/2005

12:30:00 hrs.

Location: Centennial Card Lot
Incident: Report of an accident
Disposition: Exceptionally clear

Incident: Report of a stolen bicycle
Disposition: Unfounded
10/3/2005

20:08:00 hrs.

Location: 351 Ferst Dr/Student
Center Wenn Building
Incident: Report of a stolen tote
bag.
10/3/2005

20:33:00 hrs.

Location: Ethel St.
Incident: Report of a stolen strap
and heavy duty chain.

Agency assist

10/5/2005

8:46:00 hrs.

10/3/2005

Information

0:44:00 hrs.

Location: 205 Fourth St. / Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity
Incident: Report of
smashed beer on a vehicle
Disposition: Active
10/2/2005

3:19:00 hrs.

Location: North Ave. / Tech Pkwy
Incident: Report of an accident
Disposition: Exceptionally clear
10/2/2005

12:11:00 hrs.

Location: 227 Fourth St. /
Delta Tau Delta Fraternity
Incident: Report that several
items were damaged in the kitchen
Disposition: Active

Location: 879 Hemphill Ave/GTPD

10/8/2005

Incident: Oﬃcers assisting in arrest
made by MARTA police department
Disposition: Exceptionally clear

Location: Bunger Henry Building
Incident: Report of a gas leak
Disposition: Exceptionally clear

17:59:00 hrs.

Corrections
Last week in “HoopsFest set for
Tonight at 7 p.m.” the brief incorrectly
reported that the menʼs basketball
team lost to UNC in the ACC tournament last year. The menʼs team actually
beat UNC to advance to the conference
championship game.

sliver

www.nique.net/sliver

WeedWhacking outside my
window at 8am, not cool
The reason why the bagpipe
dude sounds like he’s right beside your window is simple: He
IS right beside your window.
tASTY yAMS sAVE eNDANGERED nERFS
Fhcre wbo areqyvatre lbh fbyirq
gur chmmyr!(Hint: ROT13)
Who is the guy who said going
to the crc will get you laid ?
I’ve been going for so long, and
I still havent gotten any :(
that was Georgia Tech sex
Band: You’re Fixed Body ﬂoat
sucked. You just stuck three
cars together, and then got on
top and played.
Did that take a whole three
hours? Maybe next time build a
real ‘Reck and don’t just put the
band on top of it to compensate
for how much it SUCKED.
Dr. Doyoyo is the man. Best
statics teacher ever.
I have no food except ramen. I
survived on ramen and storebrand cola last year. Now I don’t
even have any cola.
Rocky Horror Picture Show at
The Plaza on Ponce every Friday
at midnight.
so i saw a rollerhockey guy rent a
gay porno yesterday. the cashier
looked a bit freaked out, but
the rollerhockey guy looked
quite happy.
my philosophy goes against
everything tech stands for. this
might be a problem
He took IT out?
nothing better than a chick in
a beater
whatchu gonna do with all that
a$$ in those jeans?
why can’t my roommate LEAVE
ME ALONE???? stop hovering
over my desk, stop inviting
yourself to go wherever I do, just
FIND OTHER FRIENDS
See page 23 for more Slivers!
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Undergraduate House of Representatives

Clough discusses recent events

Clippings

By Ranganath Venkataraman
Contributing Writer

ach week, elected members of the houses of the Student Government
Association (SGA) meet to consider allocation bills and talk about campus
issues. Here are summaries of those meetings.
Graduate Student Senate

Senate postpones
Golf Club allocation
By Arcadiy Kantor
Senior Staﬀ Writer

The Graduate Student Senate
(GSS) held a brief meeting Tuesday,
passing one bill and postponing
another.
The ﬁrst bill the senators discussed, a joint allocation to the Golf
Club, did not come to a vote, as Micah Lucas, chair of the Joint Finance
Committee, said the organization
informed him that no graduate
students would be participating in
the event the bill would fund.
The announcement led to debate
of procedural rules. Mitch Keller,
graduate vice president, pointed out
that in the past the senators used a
standard of graduate eligibility, not
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Bills passed
•

Joint Allocation to Technique

•

Joint Allocation to Golf Club

Bills postponed

graduate participation, to determine
whether to award money to clubs
requesting a joint allocation. The
senators eventually decided to postpone the bill for one week while the
organization could be contacted and
the issues with the bill resolved.
The lone bill passed by the
senators allocated $1,000 to the
Technique towards the purchase of
a new intranet server. The old server
needed to be replaced because it was
experiencing frequent crashes.

In their weekly Tuesday meeting,
the Undergraduate House of Representatives (UHR) passed three bills
and hosted special guest Institute
President Wayne Clough.
Clough spoke about Homecoming, the recent bomb scare, the
proposed honors program, summer
school changes and construction
on campus.
Clough said that he thought
Homecoming was a success. He also
said that Tech responded well to the
bomb and grenade scares and is moving forward. “I’m really pleased with
things going on [around] campus,”
Clough said.
Clough said that the proposed
honors program is part of an array
of options to help students succeed.
“Obviously one option cannot satisfy
all students,” Clough said.
After roll call, three bills were
addressed. The ﬁrst bill allocated
$747.40 to the Golf Club to fund
their trip to the Southeastern Golf
Club Association Tournament in
Myrtle Beach, Florida.
Micah Lucas, Joint Finance
Committee (JFC) chairman, said
he was concerned that the club did
not have money from fundraising
and asked if the competition was
open to graduate students.

By Ethan Trewhitt / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Institute President Wayne Clough addresses UHR about current projects, including the honors program and building construction.

After it was clariﬁed that it was
open to graduate students, the House
passed the bill.
The next bill allocated $442.10 to
Mock Trial. The money would fund
registration fees, demonstrative aids
and travel costs to the upcoming
Shucker Invitational in Iowa City,
Iowa. Mock Trial president Anant
Kishore said that the organization
was asking for only a percentage of
the total cost, $2,327.10.
After Lucas conﬁrmed that the

������������

Bills passed
•

Joint Allocation to Technique

•

Joint Allocation to Golf Club

•

Allocation to Mock Trial

bill met with JFC policies it was
passed 45 to 1.
The third and ﬁnal bill allocated
$1,000 to the Technique to purchase a new server. The bill passed
43 to 3.
See UHR, page 6

LAURIE
ANDERSON

The End of the Moon

Friday, November 11 8 p.m.
“It’s wry, witty, provocative,
slyly inventive and hypnotic–
Anderson, once again, at the
top of her captivating form.”
–San Francisco Chronicle

NASA’s ﬁrst artist-in-residence, Laurie
Anderson combines stories, songs, and
music for violin and electronics in her
new show that looks at the relationships
between war, esthetics, spirituality,
and consumerism.

MUNICH
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

with Philippe Entremont

Saturday, Nov. 12

8 p.m.

“Entremont’s playing combined
clarity and precision with an
ease and elegance...this was
playing with an exquisite taste.”
–The Seattle Times

Internationally heralded Munich
Symphony makes its debut U.S. tour
led by Philippe Entremont, the
charismatic French conductor and pianist
celebrated for his elegance, virtuosity,
and interpretive abilities. The orchestra
pairs with Entremont for an evening of
Beethoven favorites.

Student Tickets $10
Valid BuzzCard required for I.D.

Sponsored by

ATLANTA PREMIERE

349 Ferst Drive

404-894-9600 www.ferstcenter.org

Looking to get involved on

campus?

Join the Technique staﬀ.

FRIDAY 11/4
10 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Live Casino Action All Night
Come Play Poker, Craps, and Roulette!!

FREE
Entertainment,
Food & Prizes

at the Student
Center

11:00 PM
Vegas
Magician
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Sponsored
By

www.RamblinNights.gatech.edu
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GTRI helps train relief workers
By James Stephenson
Contributing Writer

The Georgia Tech Research Institute (GTRI) is starting a project to
help train workers in the hurricane
disaster areas. The project, funded by
the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) through
a Susan Harwood Training Grant,
is starting the second month of the
year-long project.
“The focus [of the project] is going
to be worker safety and health for
the hurricane response workers,” said
Paul Schlumper, head of the Safety
Engineering branch of GTRI. “We
are going to be concerned with people
doing clean-up work, reconstruction, new construction, demolition
and debris removal in the hurricane
devastated areas.”
Tech is one of eight entities receiving funding from OSHA. The funding amounts range from $250,000 to
$999,000. Tech received a $400,000
grant to support this project. The
grant is the fourth and largest grant
yet that the GTRI has received in
the past three years.
“Our initial focus will be in the
Biloxi/Gulfport area, Mobile, Alabama and also now down in south
Florida with Hurricane Wilma,”
Schlumper said. “The project is in its
early stages and we must be ﬂexible
because it is a ﬂuid process and there
are a lot of dynamics going on down
there. Everything is changing.”
The program will focus on some
speciﬁc issues related to worker safety
in the hurricane disaster area.
“Our biggest concern, as far as
hazards, is work zone safety. There is
a lot of work going on at roadsides:
debris removal and pickup, cutting
down trees and chainsaw work,”
Schlumper said. “We want to make
sure everyone is wearing high-visibility vests, have ﬂaggers where
necessary and cones cordoning oﬀ
the work area so they don’t get hit

by traﬃc.”
Some other issues the program
will deal with include fall hazards,
especially during rooﬁng projects
and chainsaw safety.
“We will also have health specialists who will work on issues such as
mold and exposure to silica dust
and other health related issues,”
Schlumper said.
Schlumper and GTRI assembled
an experienced disaster relief
group.
“We have got ten [people] or so
working in our group to do the training. We have got a group of trainers
that are authorized by the OSHA

“Our biggest
concern, as far as
hazards, is work
zone safety.”
Paul Schlumper

Head of the GTRI Safety
Engineering Branch

Training Institute,” Schlumper said.
“Two of the people, Art Wickman
and Thomas Dean, were also involved
in the World Trade Center clean up,
so they have some experience with
this type of activity,” he said.
With thousands of workers in the
hurricane disaster area, being able to
train all of them is an issue.
“We are going to be doing some
traditional type training like sitting
in a classroom, but a lot of the work
we are going to be doing in these regions is going to be non-traditional,”
Schlumper said.
Some of the traditional training
includes week long classroom courses
with powerpoints and lectures.
“We oﬀer a week long construction safety course that deals with
issues that construction workers

Do you like to write? Come
write for us! Weekly meetings
on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in Room
137 of the Flag Building.

may have to face everyday at the job
site,” Schlumper said. “That includes
anything from electrical safety to
fall protection or working around
concrete structures.”
The non-traditional training involves the group going to where the
workers are located, instead of having
the workers come to them.
“We are going to have to go out to
them at their work site and provide
smaller modules of training of about
three or four hours sitting with the
workers and discussing these issues
with them,” Schlumper said. “We are
going to be going out and visiting
job sites and handing out leaﬂets
and information right there at the
work site.”
“We are going to be doing what
we call interventions where we go to
the job site and if we see something
that looks scary in terms of how
[people] are working, or if we see an
activity going on and we think we
can help,” Schlumper said.
He said they are going to talk to
employers and contractors when they
hand out information cards about
worker safety.
They will also use bilingual
materials because in the region
aﬀected by the hurricanes, mainly
Texas and South Florida, many of
the reconstruction workers will not
speak English ﬂuently.
“We are going to be providing
training materials in English and
Spanish. We’re going to be working
with contractors who can translate
material or do training in Spanish,”
Schlumper said.
Schlumper said training is necessary to make the disaster area as safe
for the workers as possible.
“These people have been through
a terrible disaster and we certainly
don’t want to compound what has
already happened with tragedies of
workers getting hurt or even killed
as a result of the work that they are
doing,” Schlumper said.

Crime

from page 3

Swann

from page 3

are preventative measures students
can take.
“The biggest asset we have in
crime prevention is the students. If
students would lock their doors, not
prop exterior doors and make sure
doors secure behind them, residential
living would become much safer.
If you see someone that you don’t
recognize loitering in the hall, it’s
okay to ask him if he’s a resident. If
he is, great; if not, you may have just
prevented a crime...from occurring,”
Hulst said.
Cook said it is very important for
students to call GTPD. “If students
see any suspicious people in or around
residence halls, they should report
it to the police immediately. In the
Woodruﬀ burglaries, reports came

The lab has webcam collaboration
access with students in France,
which is currently being used just
for students studying French.
“The building is really changing
the way we teach foreign languages,”
McKnight said. “It plays a key role
in [both] globalizing education for
students in all disciplines and the
new International Plan.”
The renovations included a student lounge on the ﬁrst ﬂoor. The
lounge has three state-of-the-art ﬂat
panel televisions with daily broadcasts in Chinese, French, German,
Spanish and other languages. It also
has rolling leather couches.
“The lounge provides the opportunity to meet with other students,
study and learn [languages] from
one another,” said Haynes Finney,
a second-year Management major.
“The rolling desks allow for an interactive classroom setting, because
you can quickly organize into groups
for discussion.”
After returning to the Swann
Building this fall, Bettina Cothran,
associate professor of German, said

in late, so our available options were
limited,” Cook said.
Other housing buildings aﬀected
to a lesser extent were Center Street
Apartments, Hemphill Apartments
and Eight Street Apartments.
Police reports were made citing
similar stolen items such as laptops
and iPods. In many of these buildings, as well as in Woodruﬀ, the
doors do not lock automatically
when shut.
Cook said she does not know if
this is the cause of the burglaries.
“We have no idea why Woodruﬀ,
Center Street, Eight Street and
Hemphill were targeted. It may be
the location, easy access, parking
availability, etc. It seems as though
campus crime seems to hop from
one area to the next. This time,
West Campus was the aﬀected area,”
Cook said.
she likes the changes. “My teaching
style has changed drastically. I make
ample use of the technology podium
and the classrooms have increased
my eﬀectiveness as a teacher,” Cothran said.
The School of Modern Languages
itself has experienced unprecedented
growth recently.
Since 2001, the school has
experienced a 78 percent increase
in language enrollment, one of the
highest increases in the country. As
a collaborative unit with the Sam
Nunn School of International Affairs, Modern Languages oﬀers joint
degree programs in German, French,
Japanese and Spanish. McKnight
said that eventually Chinese will
become a major.
“We are a very collaborative type
of unit. Within the next ﬁve years,
we are thinking about implementing a graduate school program,”
McKnight said.
“I feel that the School of Modern
Languages has gained a diﬀerent
stature,” Cothran said. “We have
moved from the margins to a position which reﬂects our importance
to the institution.”
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