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Students support HOPE amendment

warding eligible in-state students
with ﬁnancial assistance for college
education. Since its inception in
Around 40 college students from 1993, HOPE has awarded more than
around the state assembled at the $2.7 billion to over 850,000 students
Capitol Feb. 8 for a rally initiated by attending Georgia’s colleges and
Tech to support
universities.
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Executive Director, GACR
ship, voluntary
of the Georgia
pre-kindergarAssociation of
ten programs and educational College Republicans(GACR).
shortfall reserves. The amendment “Today, HOPE faces increasing
was blocked in session on Feb. 2, as financial pressures....Proceeds
it failed to pass by two votes.
from the lottery have been used for
HOPE, or Helping Outstanding various pork projects construed as
Pupils Educationally, is Georgia’s
premier scholarship program, reSee HOPE, page 6
By Jenny Zhang
Copy Editor
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Students stand outside the Capitol at a Tech student initiated Feb.
8 rally to support the proposed “HOPE Chest” amendment.

IFC recharters Sigma Alpha Epsilon chapter
By Nikhil Joshi
Assistant News Editor

The Interfraternity Council (IFC)
voted to give Georgia Phi, the local
chapter of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon
(SAE) fraternity, full membership to
the Interfraternity Council (IFC) last
Monday. SAE granted a charter to
Sigma Phi Jan. 21 after the chapter,
which represents Tech’s second oldest
fraternity on campus, was suspended
in 2000 for violating the IFC’s Rush,
Social and Hazing policies.
The chartering process was the
fastest in the fraternity’s history,
according to Buck Cooke, associate
dean of Students.
“Chartering is usually a two to
three year process. For SAE it usually
takes 18 months to 2 years. It took

[Georgia Phi] almost 12 months
exactly. They just did an amazing
job,” he said.
“To get a charter, the group has to
become a colony, and when it meets
requirements, it becomes a chapter.
From the campus perspective, it
has to be recognized as a student
organization and a member of IFC,”
Cooke said
Cooke said that the Oﬃce of
Greek Aﬀairs began working with
the fraternity’s alumni in 2001 on
plans to reorganize the chapter.
“The local alumni started working with us to make plans for the
chapter coming back,” Cooke said.
“We were also in communication
with staﬀ at the fraternity’s headSee IFC, page 5

The new University System of
Georgia (USG) Chancellor, Erroll
B. Davis Jr, made his ﬁrst formal
remarks to the Board of Regents
Feb. 8. Davis assumed duties as
chancellor on Feb. 6. Davis opened
his speech, which was webcast to
universities across the system, by
saying that he is excited to be in
Georgia and to be working with the
Board of Regents.
He used the speech as an opportunity to greet the 35 colleges
and universities across the system
that he is now responsible for as
chancellor. Davis said that the work
of administrators, faculty and staﬀ
is an important contribution to the
state. “We must be driven by our
mission of “creating a more educated
Georgia”—a mission that changes
individual lives and enhances the

By Tim Dennis/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Georgia Phi, the local chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, regained its
charter in January. SAE is the second oldest fraternity on campus.

“We must be driven by our
mission of ‘creating a more
educated Georgia’—a mission
that changes individual lives.”
Erroll B. Davis Jr.
USG Chancellor

overall quality of life for our state’s
citizens. This is a signiﬁcant mission.
In today’s modern world, education
is a common denominator to success
—successful intellectual participation in society and successful participation in our nation’s economy,”
Davis said.
Davis said that it is important to
make nationally recognized higher
education available throughout
the state. “This system…powers
Georgia’s economic engine….
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RHA hosts Buzz
on Ice semi-formal
The Residence Hall Association is
hosting the Buzz on Ice semi-formal,
also known as Winterbuzz, tonight
at the Georgia Tech Hotel and
Conference Center. The dance will
start at 9 p.m. and continue until 1
a.m. A Stinger will be available for
pick-up and drop-oﬀ between 8:30
p.m. and 1:30 a.m. Tickets will be
available at the door for $10 and a
t-shirt is available for an additional
ﬁve dollars.

Management
earns high marks
International business school
rankings for 2005 recently published
by The Financial Times indicated
that the College of Management
ranked 80th in the nation. The
college moved up four spots in the
overall category from last year and
14 spots from 2003.
Additionally, the College of
Management earned the 35th spot in
best value and the 38th in job placement success. A total of 150 schools
from the U.S., Europe, Canada,
South America, Mexico, Australia,
China, South Africa and Singapore
competed for the top 100 spots.

Mateas wins
Slamdance award

New USG Chancellor gives opening remarks
By Amanda Dugan
News Editor

·

People and businesses are drawn to
centers of education and intellect,
and [faculty, staﬀ, and administrators] are the nucleus of that intellectual activity,” Davis said. “[The
system] serves more than 250,000
talented students, who understand
the indisputable impact that education—quality education—will have
in their lives.”
As he started to address the
students in his speech, he said that
he hoped they were not missing any

classes to hear him talk. Davis said
that he appreciates the students’
commitment to educational excellence and achievement. “By seeking
to enhance your horizons, you reﬂect
well on our state and its future promise. You are the primary reason that
more than 38,000 employees work so
hard each day to ensure your access
to high-quality academic programs,
top-ﬂight faculty and ﬁrst-rate facilities,” Davis said.
Davis cited the Schlitz Beer commercial, “You only go around once,”
as a reminder to enjoy the experience
of college, but to also take full advantage of the resources provided. “Enjoy
yourselves. Savor the experience, but
try to do it quickly! I urge you to take
every advantage of the outstanding
resources you have at your disposal
on our campuses. By optimizing
your educational experiences, you
See Davis, page 4

Judges at the Slamdance Film
Festival in Park City, Utah awarded
Michael Mateas, an assistant professor in the School of Literature,
Communication and Culture, the
Grand Jury Sparky Award for his artiﬁcial intelligence-based computer
game Façade. Mateas co-developed
the game with Andrew Stern and
worked on the game for ﬁve years
before releasing it.
The game can be downloaded for
free at www.interactivestory.net.
Its story line features an altercation
between a man and a woman. The
player’s choices result in the game’s
outcome. In addition to teaching,
Mateas serves as director of the Experimental Game Lab at Tech.
The Slamdance Film Festival
started in 1995. Artists of many types
are presented with accolades for their
achievements at the festival.

CNRS appoints
Physics professor
France’s Centre National de la
Recherche Scientiﬁque (CNRS)
appointed Catherine Brechignac,
adjunct professor in the School of
Physics, to president. Brechignac
has served as the director general
for CNRS from 1997 to 2000 and
as the distinguished visiting scholar
chair for Tech.
The CNRS is Europe’s largest
scientiﬁc organization with a budget
of nearly $3 billion dollars and over
26,000 members.
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From the ﬁles of the GTPD...

Technique Online Voice your opinion!

Campus Crime

Last issue’s question received 120 responses.

What do you think about Big Boi performing
at Sting Break?
I wanted a different
genre of music - 44%

Who is Big Boi? - 28%
Donʼt I know you?

I can’t
wait - 22%

I wish that Ludacris
could come back - 6%

By Hillary Lipko / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

This week’s question:

What do you think about the CRC landscaping project?

Tell us at www.nique.net

On Jan. 27, a student received
two harassing phone calls back to
back. Both phone calls used profane
language and were mean spirited.
The caller is believed to be the
student’s roommate’s boyfriend.
Want to ﬁght?

An oﬃcer responded to a disorderly person at the Tau Kappa
Epsilon house on the morning of
Jan. 29. When the oﬃcer arrived at
the house, two people were trying
to get the oﬀender to leave.
When the oﬃcer made contact
with the oﬀender he began shouting

racially derogatory terms towards the
oﬃcer and went so far as to challenge
him to a ﬁght.
When backup arrived, the offender tried to run away, but fell
down after about 50 feet. The man
was handcuﬀed and put into the
patrol car. Due to his high level of
intoxication, the oﬀender passed
out and threw up in the back of the
patrol car. He was transported to
Grady Hospital and turned over to
the City of Atlanta Corrections.
Copper wire crime

Sometime between Jan. 23
and Jan. 30, 9 spools of copper wire
were stolen from a locked trailer. The
lock on the trailer was cut.
The total value of the wire is
about $1,000.

And the point was...

At 9:45 a.m. Jan. 31, a student
was caught trying to remove a
parking boot from his vehicle. The
parking supervisor stated that if he
could pay his ﬁnes then the matter
would be settled. The student paid
his ﬁnes and the boot was removed
from his vehicle.
Consider yourself warned

A person was arrested for soliciting money at the intersection of Williams St. and North Avenue on Jan.
28. The oﬀender was transported to
Grady Detention Center as he had
been warned before.
This weekʼs campus crime information written by Kenneth Baskett

sliver

www.nique.net/sliver

Jenna C is a hottie!!!
Scott has 30 cows!!
My future roommate is a
nudist!! ahahha. Get some
clothes on Tessa!
Prof. - Please pull up your
pants - I REALLY DONT
want to see your crack when
your lecturing
Buzz Card My Account
rocks!
Thanks for giving us the ability to check our account like a
real debit card.
Mein Tumhare Ma Ko Liya
Uski Suhaag Rat Pei
Benchodh, madarchodh,
ghand, lund, chutiya, bhosdi,
randhi -- great words of the
english language
Me lallmo “Piglet”
IM Vaish18 for a good time
vaish is tight as hell!!!
Take that college republicans... HA!!!
And behold, a great cedar
from Lebanon came forth,
(known for its good, strong
wood, and nice smell)
proclaiming, “My tee-tee is
hard!”
the kid from the 99 pink ping
pong balls imovie was sooo
hott
AJ, thanks again for having your sister come up, she
makes all my troubles go
away
scottie hotties: 1 tech chicks:
0
My FiRsT sLiVeR :)
those who fear the plus/minus grade changes fear the
realization of their own
mediocrity
boo yah
...and that might explain the
two asian guys staring at 3
naked dudes in the elevator
VIVE SCAVANGER
HUNT!!
2 weeks ago your brothers
played tic-tac-toe of your face
1 week ago you peed in your
and your roommates beds
This week you had your keys
stolen
Damn, but I love Fight Club!
jarz...get a life!
WILL HOGE IS PLAYING
AT THE ROXY ON THE
18TH!!!!!
See page 12 for more Slivers!
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Graduate Student Senate

Clippings

ach week, elected members of the houses of the Student Government
Association (SGA) meet to consider allocation bills and talk about campus
issues. Here are summaries of those meetings.
Undergraduate House of Representatives

Sting Break passes
by enactment ratio
By Arcadiy Kantor
Senior Staﬀ Writer

The Undergraduate House
of Representatives (UHR) raced
through seven bills in a little under
an hour, passing all seven of the bills
it considered in its Valentine’s Day
meeting. The passed bills included
a $40,000 conference committee
version of a Sting Break allocation
that earlier failed overwhelmingly
in the Senate.
The meeting began on a somber
note, as Dean of Students Gail
DiSabatino announced it was the
last UHR meeting she would be
attending. DiSabatino, who has
accepted a position at Clemson
University, said she will be unable
to attend further meetings because
she will be at Clemson on Tuesdays
and Wednesdays.
The representatives then moved
into the heart of the agenda, opting to consider an allocation to the
Women’s Lacrosse Team a week
early because the organization
asked for funds for a tournament
that is taking place this weekend in
Louisville, Ky.
The team’s representatives explained that this would be the ﬁrst
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Bills passed
•

Joint Allocation to Miss Asian
Atlanta Pageant

•

Joint Allocation to Miss Asian
Atlanta Pageant for Ferst Center

•

Allocation to Womenʼs Lacrosse
Team

•

Joint Allocation to Sting Break

•

Charter for Journey Christian
Fellowship

•

Charter for Beautiﬁcation Day

•

Charter for Marine Robotics Group

tournament of its kind the club would
be attending. They also explained
that the bill was submitted to SGA
late because the team did not receive
an invoice on the bus costs until
last week.
The bill requested $2,250 to cover
the cost of renting a charter bus for
the event, but the Joint Finance Committee (JFC) recommended cutting
the bill to less than a ﬁfth of the
group’s request in accordance with
its travel policy. The undergraduates
agreed, amending the bill to $422
before passing it.
See UHR, page 6

Join the
Technique.
You will eat pizza.
You will interview people.
You will watch movies.
You will listen to cd’s.
You will attend sporting events.
You will write stories.
You will photograph stuff.
You will join.

GSS fails revised Sting Break bill
By Heather Hubble
Contributing Writer

At Tuesday’s Graduate Student
Senate (GSS) meeting, the senators
considered a total of six bills. A bill
proposing to fund the Sting Break
concert failed, two bills to fund
the Miss Asian Atlanta Pageant
passed and three bills chartering
new student organizations passed
by unanimous acclimation.
The ﬁrst bill the Senators considered was a Joint Conference
Committee (JCC) bill proposing
to grant $40,000 to the Student
Center Programs Council concert
committee to supplement funding
for the Sting Break concert.
The JCC proposed the additional
funding, $20,000 more than the
GSS approved at its Feb. 7 meeting
on the condition that the council
raise ticket prices for the Sting Break
concert and funnel any proﬁt from
the concert back into the Student
Activities budget.
The senators discussed the bill
at length, but because the bill came
from the JCC, the senators were
forced to either accept or reject the
bill as written, rather than consider
any amendments.
During discussion of the bill,
Senator Pelham Norville, an Electrical and Computer Engineering
graduate student, expressed concern
that the concert committee would
not be maximizing proﬁt by ﬁxing
the ticket prices at the currently
planned rate of seven to nine dollars, which he said is easily less than
20 percent of the market value for
tickets to similar concerts.
The concert committee representative countered with concern
that students might be unwilling to
pay to see the artists perform, citing
the fact that Big Boi and Cake had
both performed at free concerts in
the area and that the annual Sting

By Marcel Williams / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

Senators listen as an organizational representative presents. GSS
passed ﬁve of six bills considered at Tuesday night’s meeting.

Break concert has been free to students in the past.
Senator Karen Feigh, an Industrial and Systems Engineering
graduate student, said she believed
that spending $40,000 to improve
a concert similar to one which
“sold out” of free tickets last year is
unwarranted.
Senator Ryan Bechtel, a Mechanical Engineering graduate student,
said he did not approve of the way
the concert was planned, citing the
failure of the concert committee to
survey the campus about its music
preferences before signing a ﬁrst artist
of a speciﬁc genre for the concert.
Given the music preferences of
the student body, Senator Ed Greco,
a Physics graduate student, said that
he believed that spending $40,000
would be unnecessary, given that a

Bills passed
•

Joint Allocation to Miss Asian
Atlanta Pageant

•

Joint Allocation to Miss Asian
Atlanta Pageant for Ferst Center

•

Charter for Journey Christian
Fellowship

•

Charter for Beautiﬁcation Day

•

Charter for Marine Robotics Group

•

Joint Allocation to Sting Break

Bills failed

classic rock band could be signed
easily for half of that amount.
When discussion ended and the
bill to fund the concert came to a vote,
See GSS, page 5

brand new

student housing

HOT SALE!

FURNISHED LOFT INCLUDES WASHER/DRYER
FULL SIZE BED 27” TELEVISION FREE BASIC CABLE
FREE SHUTTLE TO GA TECH, GSU AND AUC CENTER
SUPER-SIZED POOL 24 HOUR COMPUTER LAB
STUDY ROOMS ACCESS TO PRINTING AND FAXING
24 HOUR FITNESS CENTER ALL THIS AND MORE!

GET TO THE POINTE!

Individually lease your own fully furnished private
bedroom and private bath!

Bring in this ad and receive
a waived security deposit,
a $200 value!

VISIT OUR

DECORATED

MODEL

OPEN DAILY!

HOT
SAL
E
N
D
MAR S E
CH 1
ST!
404.897.1003

LOCATED AT 800 WEST MARIETTA STREET

www.metropointelofts.com
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Ask

Clough
Dr.

I

nstitute President Wayne
Clough answers your questions
from the State of the Insitute
address.
Students: How has the admission
s process changed to attract students who can adapt?

N

By Ariel Bravy / STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

ot quite a winter wonderland. Students awoke to ﬁnd frost on their cars Monday morning as
Georgia’s ﬁrst snow of the year fell. Although there was not enough snow to play in, Facilities did
pour salt on sidewalks and stairs around campus to protect students from the ice by the storm.

Davis

from page 3

give us all hope and assurance that
our future will be in excellent hands,
in yours, our next generation of
leaders,” Davis said.
Davis particularly thanked interim chancellor Corlis Cummings
for help during the transition period.
“I especially appreciate [Cummings]
dumbing down the communications to me during this transition
period…I am in a learning mode at
the moment. I am learning already
that no decision here is quite as simple
as it seems,” Davis said.
Davis said that his immediate
plans are to visit the system’s 35
campuses and to meet with the presidents, faculty, staﬀ and students of
each. “Initially, I wanted to complete
these visits in the ﬁrst 90 days, but
understand that I have signiﬁcant
legislative responsibilities as well. I
will use such visits as data-gathering

opportunities to help formulate my
vision and plans for the system,”
he said.
Davis said one priority will be

“I will use visits
[to campuses] as
data-gathering
opportunities to help
formulate my vision
and plans for the
system.”
Erroll B. Davis Jr.
USG Chancellor

creating a record of accountability
to the state’s citizens for the system’s
performance. He said that the
system’s success would be measured

by its impact on students and on
society. He said main goals of his
administration will be improving the
retention and graduation of students
and expanding how the system
contributes to economic development. “I expect that I will make
changes over time in many areas,
but they will not be precipitous.
Change should be rational, its basis
understood and where possible,
be fact and data driven,” Davis
said. Davis earned his Bachelor’s
degree in Electrical Engineering
from Carnegie Mellon University
in 1965 and an M.B.A. in Finance
from the University of Chicago in
1967. He served as a member of the
University of Wisconsin System
Board of Regents from 1987 to
1994, is a former chairman of
the board of trustees of Carnegie
Mellon University and served as a
member of the Board of Trustees of
the University of Chicago.

When I think about the best engineers I know, they are not necessarily the ones who were 4.0 students
in college, but they are individuals
who are comfortable with change
and can assimilate information
and ideas across disciplines while
communicating them well.
What it comes down to is that
there are diﬀerent wellsprings for
creativity and some donʼt directly
correlate to SAT scores. Recognizing
this, about six
years ago we
broadened
o ur a dmissions criteria
be more inclusive of what
it takes to be
successful
in the world
ahead.
Students:
How would
you describe
theInstituteʼs
global strategy?

new circumstances and educate
our students to compete in a
global context within the forces
of creative disruption will we fulﬁll
our potential.
Students: How will you improve
the overall look of campus?
Beyond the buildings and structures, a campus is shaped by the
land and space that gives it form.
For many a year, concern for the
land and open
space of the
Georgia Tech
campus was
a lost con cept, but it
is necessary
to embrace
it if we are to
harmonize
our intent
to be at the
cutting edge
of things in
our work with
our respect
for the environment and the need
to demonstrate our aspirations to
lead in sustainability.
Our objective is to shape our
outdoor spaces so that their calm
beauty provides a counter-balance to the creative intensities
in our labs and classrooms. It is
our hope that these spaces will
create informal meeting areas
where creative minds can meet
and exchange views.

“Georgia Tech itself
is not immune
from the forces
that challenge our
nation, and we
are increasingly
competing on a
global scale.”

Georgia Tech itself is not immune
from the forces that challenge our
nation, and we are increasingly
competing on a global stage. With
technology progressively driving
the world, our role becomes ever
more important, but this does
not automatically guarantee our
leadership.
Only if we are willing to adapt to

Your Friday lectures
have nothing on us!

Student Housing

Spring & Summer ‘06 Available
***Cheaper than GT housing ***

Utilities Included
Best Location on Campus
Full Kitchen
Rooftop Patio

Single and Double
Rooms Available
Basketball Court
High Speed Internet

720 Fowler St.

Bobby Dodd
Stadium

Peters Parking Deck

E-mail swenson_chris@hotmail.com
for details.
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GSS

from page 3

the bill failed with 15 opposed and 3
in favor. However, the bill passed by
a large enough margin in the House
of Representatives to be enacted
despite the GSS decision.
The next two bills that came up for
discussion were funding requests for
the Miss Asian Atlanta Pageant.
The ﬁrst bill the GSS discussed
was the JCC version of the Miss Asian
Atlanta Pageant bill voted on in last
week’s meeting, and the second was a
last-minute funding request to cover
Ferst Center usage fees for the Miss
Asian Atlanta Pageant.
During discussion of the Miss
Asian Atlanta bills, representatives
said that GSS should grant the Chinese Student Association’s funding
requests, which total 50 percent of
the cost of the event on the grounds
that 50 percent of the contestants
come from Tech, and 500 of the
available 1,200 tickets available for
the event are guaranteed to go to
Tech students.
The representative for the bills
also pointed out that the organization is in the process of requesting
the remaining 50 percent of the
necessary funding from the student
government associations of all the
colleges represented by contestants
in the pageant.
GSS passed the JCC form of the
bill giving $1,906 to the pageant.
The bill requesting $1,812 to
cover Ferst Center usage fees passed
with an amendment reducing funding by $150 because, according
to the senators, the organization
could borrow a projector from the
Residence Hall Association rather
than renting one for $150.
The other three bills considered
proposed to charter the Journey
Christian Fellowship, the Beautiﬁcation Day at Georgia Tech and the
Marine Robotics Group. The GSS
slated the bills together and passed
them by unanimous acclamation.

Breaking

Bubble
the

A

lot of things went on outside
the bubble of Tech in the past
week. Here are a few important
events taking place throughout
the nation and the world.

Cheney accidentally
shoots companion
Vice President Dick Cheney accidentally shot Harry Whittington,
one of his hunting companions,
Saturday while quail hunting in at
the Armstrong Ranch in southern
Texas.
Whittington, a 78-year-old lawyer from Austin, was reportedly in
the hospital but in stable condition
Wednesday evening, according to
CNN. He was hit in the cheek, neck
and chest by shotgun pellets which
caught mostly his right side.
Katharine Armstrong, owner of
the Armstrong Ranch, described
the details of the accidental shooting. Cheney, who had been hunting
with a group of friends, shot Whittington while he was following a
covey of quail.
“[Whittington] came up from
behind the vice president and the
other hunter and didnʼt signal them
or indicate to them or announce
himself,” she told the Associated
Press. “The vice president didnʼt see
him. The covey ﬂushed and the vice
president picked out a bird and was
following it and shot. And by god,
Harry was in the line of ﬁre and got
peppered pretty good.”
“This is something that happens
from time to time. You know, Iʼve
been peppered pretty well myself,”
Armstrong said.

Citadel announces
end of security storm
Citadel Security Software an-

nounced Friday that its Cyber Storm
Exercise, a simulation coordinated
by the Department of Homeland
Security which assessed the preparedness of the federal government to deal with large-scale cyber
attacks, was complete, reported
the Houston Chronicle.
The Cyber Storm Exercise was
the governmentʼs ﬁrst national
exercise of its kind and modeled
attacks and responsiveness in
the private sector as well as in
international, federal and state
governments. They included the
disruption of energy and transportation infrastructure as well
as the disruption of government
operations. Over 115 government
agencies, companies and private
organizations participated in the
exercise.
The Department of Homeland
Security said that a full report would
be released by the summer.

U.S. trade deﬁcit hits
all time high
The Commerce Department
said Friday that the 2005 trade
deﬁcit was recorded to be a high of
$725.8 billion. This is the fourth year
that the deﬁcit has reached a record
high. The deﬁcits over the past four
years have largely resulted from
record imports of oil, food, cars and
other consumer goods, according
to the Chicago Tribune.
“Such a huge trade gap undercuts domestic manufacturing
and destroys good U.S. jobs,” said
Richard Trumka, secretary and
treasurer of American Federation
of Labor and Congress of Industrial
Organizations.

Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

CH
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Too Tired to Cook?
Try our student special:
1 large 1 topping pizza for
ONLY $8.99!
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January. Kyle Brumby, a fourth-year
Industrial Engineering major, was
elected president.
quarters based in Illinois.”
“The chapter issued a new charter
SAE’s alumni presented a plan from SAE. They were also presented
to the Oﬃce of Greek Aﬀairs in with the original charter [used beMay 2004 regarding the chapter’s fore the suspension],” Cooke said.
chartering.
“The men in the chapter now are
“[The alumni] presented us with listed as the Founding Fathers in
a re-chartering plan [describing] the charter.”
the steps they wanted to take,”
“I’m very excited. This is someCooke said.
thing I’ve been looking forward to
Local alumni recruited new and that I’m very proud of. We’ve
members for the colony in January already had a strong start and we will
2005.
continue to grow,” Brumby said.
“Men had to apply, the alumni
Brumby said that the chapter had
interviewed applicants and picked put together a very comprehensive
the ﬁrst class. They went to the
plan that deals
student orgawith hazing.
nizations and
According
my oﬃce [for
t
o
B r u m b y,
“We feel it is
a ssista nce],”
Sigma Phi plans
constructive to better on being more
Cooke sa id.
“They had great
sensitive to the
our new members
a lumni suphazing policies
with...positive
port. [Alumni]
enforced by IFC
recruited some
and SAE.
reinforcement.
really stellar
“[Ha zing ]
Hazing doesn’t work.” is something
men.”
During Janthat’s part of
Kyle Brumby
uary 2005, the
the national bygroup began the
laws. It’s against
President, SAE
process of gainfederal law and
ing recognition
against frateras a campus organization.
nity laws,” Brumby said.
“The men started the process
“SAE sponsors seminars about
of becoming a recognized student hazing and how to prevent [hazorganization at Tech. Once they ing],” he said.
received pending charter status
He also said that all of the
[from Tech], the colony petitioned chapter’s members feel that hazing
IFC for provisional membership,” is inappropriate.
Cooke said. The colony was granted
“One of the reasons I don’t feel
provisional membership until receiv- it’s a problem right now is because
ing a charter from SAE.
most of our members didn’t join
The students selected to be part of [other] fraternities for reasons surGeorgia Phi’s ﬁrst class moved into rounding this,” Brumby said. “We
the chapter’s previous residence on feel it is constructive to better our
Fourth Street Aug. 5, 2005, where new members with constructive
they held formal rush events.
and positive reinforcement. Hazing
Since the suspension in 2000, the doesn’t work.”
house had been used by Lambda Chi
“I am conﬁdent about what the
Alpha and Alpha Xi Delta.
men of Georgia Phi will bring to
A group of 33 members was oﬃ- our campus. I could not be more
cially initiated into Georgia Phi after excited about [SAE] coming back,”
the chapter regained its charter in late Cooke said.
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HOPE

from page 1

educational funding.”
The use of lottery funds for government spending solely intended to
beneﬁt a politician’s constituency in
return for political support has been
a problem for HOPE, according to
Dempsey. Over the years, roughly
$1.8 billion has been taken from the
scholarship fund for expenditures
like satellite dishes, computers,
school construction and hometown
projects, a website, gacollege411.org,
for college-bound students and a new
Georgia Public Television building.
“It’s not that we’re opposed to other
education-related spending, but
this is a misuse of what Georgians
originally voted for [when HOPE
was created],” Dempsey said.

UHR

from page 3

The representatives then moved
on to discuss a conference committee
version of a bill for the Miss Asian Atlanta Pageant, which narrowly failed
to pass in the House last week.
The bill prompted procedural
questions, as Representative Danny
Puckett asked why the bill had gone
to conference committee after it
failed in the House last week; DiSabatino seconded his concerns.
Saira Amir, undergraduate
executive vice president, explained
that the bill only required passage
in either the House or the Senate in
order to stay alive. Since the senators passed the bill, it went on to be
reviewed and revised in conference

NEWS

Currently, the Georgia Constitution has provisions that allow HOPE
lottery money to be spent on capital
outlay projects for educational facilities and technological training for
teachers in the state’s public institutions. The new amendment moves
to strike these provisions, thus preventing senators from using HOPE
money for other purposes.
A diﬀerent option for protecting
HOPE was proposed by Democratic
Lieutenant Governor Mark Taylor.
He supports a plan that would require
a two-thirds vote in both the House
and Senate, followed by a public
referendum vote, before program
spending could be cut.
“[Taylor’s option] leaves legislators too much control to take money
out of the lottery for other things.
Less money means fewer people

will receive HOPE,” Dempsey said.
“Right now there are excess funds,
but we don’t want the extra money
to be spent on other things. We
need to protect HOPE for future

generations to make up for possible
shortfalls later.”
Members of Tech’s chapter of

College Republicans helped organize the rally, contacting leaders at
other campuses to gather support.
Students from numerous Georgia
schools, including UGA, Kennesaw,
Georgia State, Georgia Southern
and Brenau, were in attendance.
About ﬁve Tech students participated, although Dempsey said more
than a hundred have been active in
ongoing letter-writing and phone
campaigns to representatives about
the amendment.
“I was appalled....I hope that our
senators will be responsive to our
concerns,” said Ashley Johnson, a
third-year Management major.
At the rally, students were able
to speak directly to some senators
and make their opinions known.
Dempsey said the event was very
eﬀective because of the positive press

they received and the support that
they showed. The rally was covered
by WSB radio, 11 Alive and the
Athens Banner-Herald.
“We might organize another rally
when the revote occurs,” Dempsey
said. “If students care about this
issue, they should contact their
senators and voice their opinions.
The legislature will respond to voter
concerns, and hopefully HOPE will
be protected.”
At present, the HOPE amendment has been “engrossed,” meaning
no other amendments can be made to
the legislation. It will be reconsidered
by the Senate later in the legislative
session. If the amendment passes,
it will go on the ballot for Georgia
voters in November; a majority vote
then will secure the constitutional
change to bind HOPE funds.

committee and then came back up
for consideration.
Despite the procedural concerns
the representatives voted to pass the
bill in its revised version.
The senators then proceeded to
discuss another Miss Asian Atlanta
bill after narrowly voting to consider
it a week early. The bill requested
$1,812 for Ferst Center staﬀ and
equipment rental charges.
According to the bill’s author,
Representative Edward Tamsberg,
the bill was necessary to bring up
Tech’s contribution to the event to
a level that was proportional to the
participation of its students in the
pageant.
The representative from the
Chinese Student Association (CSA),
which is sponsoring the event, reas-

sured representatives who opposed
the bill last week because they felt
the organization had not pursued
funding from other schools, saying
CSA would return the money if bills
asking for funding at other schools
did not pass.
The reassurance seemed to be
eﬀective, swaying some representatives to supporting the bill. “As
someone who voted against [a bill
for this event] last week, I do not see
a reason to vote against it this week,”
said Representative Will Welch.
The representatives proceeded to
pass the bill.
The next bill the representatives
addressed, a joint allocation of
$40,000 to the Student Center Programs Council Concert Committee
for Sting Break, was also the product

of a conference committee. The bill
asked for additional funds to sign a
second act for the concert.
According to Representative Paul
Byrne, who sat on the committee,
they had decided to put the $40,000
bill forward because the organizers
would ﬁnd it diﬃcult to negotiate
if they only had a deﬁnite $20,000
to spend. The concert committee
expects they will be able to make up
some of the funds invested into bringing second act with ticket sales.
The bill drew heavy debate. One
representative said he felt the large
request was the result of “cold feet”
by the organizers, who lacked conﬁdence in the ﬁrst act they signed,
Big Boi.
Vanessa Larco, a Computer
Science representative, disagreed,

asking UHR to consider what students would think if SGA refused
to fund the concert. Several other
representatives spoke out in support of the event, saying it was one
of the most visible things SGA did
throughout the year.
The bill’s supporters prevailed, voting to allocate the full $40,000.
Though the bill did not pass
GSS, it was still successful due to a
rule known as the enactment ratio,
a mathematical calculation that
ensures undergraduates and graduates are represented proportionally
in SGA.
The representatives also passed
three bills by unanimous acclamation, chartering the Journey Christian Fellowship, Beautiﬁcation Day
and the Marine Robotics Group.

“The legistature
will respond to
voter concerns, and
hopefully HOPE will
be protected.”
Chris Dempsey

Executive Director, GACR

NEWS
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CRC landscaping project begins ﬁrst phase at entrance
By Ranganath Venkataraman
Staﬀ Writer

The ﬁrst phase of a long-term
landscaping project began last week
at the Campus Recreation Center
(CRC). The project, which is currently only developing the area in
front of the CRC, has temporarily
closed the shortcut from Roe Stamps
Field to the CRC.
According to Mike Edwards,CRC
Director, this is the beginning of the
ﬁrst of four phases in a long-term
project design that is intended to
make the most of extra space in and
around the CRC while beautifying
the surroundings.
Phase one concentrates on the
development of the area in front of
the CRC.
“They’re scraping the poor soil
that was laid out there, which was
not conducive to growing plants,”
Edwards said. “They’re putting in
good soil and then laying some sod
and put some plantings in.”
Edwards said that this was merely
the part of the phase one that could
be completed with the available
funding. “A design was ﬁnally put
into place and some funding became
available through the Facilities Ofﬁce,” he said.
The total cost of this phase, according to Jerry Young, the landscape
project manager, was $134,000.
The second phase of the plan
focuses on the eﬃcient utility of
space around the leisure pool in
the CRC.
According to Edwards the goal
here was to use the space for student
functions that take place near the
leisure pool.
“We do functions for all sorts

By Ethan Trewhitt/ STUDENT PUBLICATIONS

The ﬁrst phase of a long-term landscaping project started last week at the Campus Recreation Center
(CRC). The landscaping has temporarily closed the shortcut students use to access Roe Stamps Field.

of student organizations because
of the slide and sunning patio,”
Edwards said.
“There’s more area between the
leisure pool and Tech parkway that
can be captured and utilized for all
student functions that go on near that
leisure pool,” Edwards said.
The third phase is in charge of
seating provisions for spectators of
sporting events in the Roe Stamps
ﬁeld by the CRC. Seating would
not resemble bleachers, but would
blend into the landscape according
to Edwards.
“We have an extensive intramural
and sports club program. People
come to watch, so we want to provide
areas for that to happen,” he said.
The fourth phase will include

updating the landscape on the back
of the building that is visible to the
road.
Some students, while supportive
of the idea, felt that the landscaping
would not aﬀect their decision to
visit the CRC.
“I think it’s a good idea, but
frankly, I was going to go and work
out there, no matter what it looked
like,” said Matt Scrudato, a ﬁrst-year
Biomedical Engineering major.
“If it makes the Tech campus look
beautiful and enjoyable for the entire
Tech community, yeah, why not?”
said Matthew Buckner, a second-year
Chemical Engineering major.
“I’m always looking for ways to
make the Tech campus look better,” said Haldan Gates, a ﬁrst-year

Aerospace Engineering major.
“The CRC looks good as it is
anyway, but having a place to sit
would be nice,” Gates added.
Brian O’Connor, a second-year
Mechanical Engineering major said
he support the plan for seating provisions in the Roe Stamps ﬁeld.
“They do need some bleachers
and stuﬀ,” O’Connor said. “Over
the weekend there was a lacrosse
competition and people were just
standing there or bringing sofas out
there to sit on.”
This landscape design, while
considered in previous years, has
only recently been implemented due
to constrictions in funding.
“The original CRC construction project, in order to meet the

budget, had very little landscaping
in the end product,” Edwards said.
“When funding became available,
the project was started.”
Edwards said that the overall
design is beautiful, but that the other
phases would only be completed as
funding became available and that it
would be impossible to project a date
for the end of the entire project.
“Landscape projects are expensive…especially if you’d like to
do a nice landscape like they are
attempting to do all over campus,”
Edwards said.
Edwards said that there would
be inconvenience during the project, but that landscaping around a
building made it more inviting and
that there would be more green space
for students to socialize.
“There are inconveniences with
the fences up. Things will be diﬃcult
and students will have to walk around
to the entrance instead of using the
shortcut,” Edwards said.
Many students, however, appear
to be unconcerned about any inconveniences caused by construction
and dismiss them for the beneﬁt of
the end result.
“The long way just takes thirtyseconds to walk around,” O’Connor
said.
George Yim, a fourth-year Management major, said that he felt the
same way and that students who are
going to the CRC would not mind
walking.
“If we’re just walking a bit we
won’t be aﬀected. After all, this is
the CRC,” Yim said.
“Just don’t be lazy and walk
around,” Buckner said. “It’s a minor
inconvenience, but if it’s for the common good, it’s worth it.”
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